CHAPIER I

"HE FIRST CONTACT, TENTATIVE SETTLEMENT,

ARD COMPETITION FOR OWNNBSHIP -- 16141883

Tn 1600 Henry Hudson, sailling To» %the Duteh, explored
the coasts znd the river wmouths of the preszent statee of

Delawars, New Jersey, and Hew York. 'Mhy Duten returred in

164 with five ships, cre of which axnlored “he Delavare
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for as the Schuyklill, whers Csptaln Fandriskson Tanded and
traded 21%th the natives: besds and kettles for thres Indian
capﬁives.l This was the Lfirst ccontaet, and uatvli the abortive
settloments of 1626 and 7630, all trade waz of Lthe same nabure;
Lrregular and infrequent wvisits by ship.e

The period between 1626 and 1681 was marked by inter-

national rivalry for contirol of the coast and tradingz settle-~

menss, in which the Ingilsh were ultimately svecessful.

1
Johmson, Swedish Settlewents, p. 168.
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Although the lives of the coastal tribes cf the Delaware were
considerably altered during thls perioed 1t was ro dissster
from the Indizn point of view. In faet the Indians almost
qniversally veleomed the new goods and services offered by
the white %traders in return for furs and skins, and often
took advaniage of the coupetitive situation among the Furopeans
to increase the amount of goodz they were ggceiving-B

The influence of fur trade and of manufactured articles,
particularly of iron and ¢loth, spread rapldly =along the Indlan

trading routes. Tike his dissases, the white man's goods raced

3
"fwo chiefs of the Minmguaas....in token and for the

continuance of friendship and mutual trade gave a cmall pres-
ent and declared in our presence, that the Comissary of Johan
Prints, the Swedish Governmor, residing at the Southriver of
New Netherland, had said to them, that he could sell then
powder, lead and gupns enough, but the Netherlanders, being
poor tatterdemalions, could not do so0..." Interview between
Director Stuyvesant and Two Minguas Chiefs. 13%h July, 1647,

", .one of their statements was, that they weve
divided in two (parties) in the Minquase land, one half for
the Swedes, he and the other for us apd our natlon; they came
therefore here, to make these presents tc me, that they might
be provided therewith. This has given me 2 good cpportunity,
to request your Honor, to satisfy them.” Report to Stuyvesant,
16th July, 1650.

Femw, N.Y. col. Histt DOCS" }:‘:':Ig uO’ 6?0




ahead of his edvence and upset the aboriginal culture. Not
only were the goods and instruwmonés more e¢ffective than thelr
native predecessors, but the possession of them carried great
prestige, and in the case of firearms 1% meant the abllity to
hunt and fighs b&tter than "the competition.”

With this flow of new goods into the Indiap trade circles
there arosze a demand for more csxchange medium smonz the Indians,
vho frequently preferred to be paidlin their own meney of shell
sﬁrings, or wampul, rather thanm in trade goods. This was be-
cause they could judge betbter the velue of the vedium they knev,
and could then buy trade goods from other Indians vwithout the

i
danger of being cheai;ed.5 The result of this was Furopean

i

"he articles of trade hetween the Indilans and the
Christians consist of fish, birds, deerskins, and the furs of
beavers, otters, foxes, ste. They uswally exchange these things
for liquor or else for their own kind of money, which they call
wampum, and censiste of med and white seashells, which are
neatly prepared, and strung like beads. These strings of wampum
they make use of to decorate themselves with. Thelr king wears
& crown made of Ghe sanme.

. pyelve strings of the red are valued as rwch as
twenty-four of the white cuves. They 1llke this lkin¢ of mcney
much better then our silver coin, because they =2re so often de -
ceived by it, not being able to distinguish The counterfell for
the gepuine, and, as they cannot well calculate the difference
in 1ts value, they do not mush wish to take 16:"

Franeis Daniel Pastorius, Descristion of Pennsyivania,
1700, pp. 8-9. See also Speck, "Ths Punctions of ‘Jampum Among
the Eastern Algonkian,” Memolwrs of the Amorican Anshropological
 Assoclation, Vol. VI, No. 1, 1013. pp. 50-064.
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manufacture of wampum, Wwith runaway inflatlon following in
the Indians' econcmy.s This weakening of thelr own economic
system eventaally made the Indians rely even more upon trade
with Europeans, so %hat many interior tribes were dependent
upon white men decades before they saw them.

The first Dutch settlement was Fort Nassau, near
Gloucester point in the present State of Delawarve. It was
a trading post built In 1623 and abandoned within a year.ﬁ
The small garrison withdrew to the larger settlement at Man-
hatten, which had been commenced two years earliler and was
already well established by 15637,

The second Dutch settlement met a fate 1ike that of
Roanoake. Ir 1630 a cclony was settled at Zwannendale, &
site on the coast of Delaware at the mouth of Delawvare Bay.
When the chief gggggggﬁT Captair David de Vrles, returned on

December 6, 1632, he found only bomes. The Dutch reestablished

5 W. C. Orchard, "Phe Technique of the Belts," in Speck,
""he Penn Wampum Belts,” lLeaflets, Heye Foundation, No. 4, p. 19.

Fernow, W. Y. Col. Hist, Does., XII, iv.

7 he Patroon was grepted certain rights of %trade and
land, provided he planted and sustalned a coleny of fifty pecple
there Fernow, ¥ Y. Col. Hist. Docs., XII, 69,70 1629-30.




trading contact with the Indians and remained there only a
short time, but in August of 1635 they e jected a smell party
of Englishmen from Virginia who had occupled the abandoned
Fort Nassau, and placed a nev garrison there.

The next attempt to plant a self-supporting colony
vas made by the Swedish New South Company, with the support
of some Dutch merchants who had been in unsuccessful Individ-
ual competition against the Dutch company The Swedish party
landed at yhat is now Wilmington, Delaware, in 1638, built
Fort Christipa, and purchased from the Indiens scome of the
same land they had earlier sold to one of the Dutch Patrooms.

The Swedes ignored Dutch orders to stop work, and even
planted a colony of Dutch settlers under Swedigh control fur-
ther upstream. Now there began serious competitlon for the
patronage of the Indians, as the Swedish traders lowered thelr
prices. The Swedish governor, Johann Printz, crected a series'
of blockhouses up the river at the site of Chester (then
Upland) and cme across the Delaware from the mouth of the

Schuykill.

8
Both sales included Cape Henlopen.

FGI'DOW, Nt Y- 001- Hiﬂ'to DDCS-, I, u3'r‘ XII, 16“"1?-
Johnson, Swedish Settlements, p. 184.
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In 1648 the Duteh Dirvecltor, Peter Stuyvesant, bulld
a fort facing this, beaside the Schuykill in preassnt day
Philadelphla. The Swedes set Ffire bo this twice, but bhe
Duteh held it and im 1651 builé the more suvbstantial Fort
Casimir down river from New Swveden {the coleny surrcunding
Fort Christina) and so controlled the river. The Swedes
took this by trickery and provoked Stuyvesant to retaliation.
He raised men and supplies. and appeared before Forg Casimif
in September 1655 with sevem ships apnd over =iz hundred men.
The overawed Swedes there surrendered, an did the fwedlsh
Governor at Fort Christina a feow days later.g

It had taken the Dutch seventesn years to

gather the power to seliz the Swedilsh settlementis, partly
because of Swedish prestige 1nm Europe, but more because of
Dutch difficulties in the Hutdon valley. The Iindian wars
there with tribes of the lower valley from 1641 through 1645
wvere finally settled largely through the influence of the
Mohawks, who deszired the Dutch trade and deminated the Indlans

lower down the vallef.lo A troaby was signed establishlag

9 Pernow, N.Y. Col. Hist. Does., I, 578, XII, 98-111.

Johnson, Swedish Settlewents, pp. 182-221, 405-150.
ward, New Sweden, pp. 114-29.

10 mernow, N.¥. Col. Hist. Docs., XII, 16.
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peace on August Oth, 1645. The Dutch inaugurated both the
system of land purchases and the use of treaties to ally and
pacify Indian tribea.ll For a century after this the Mohawk
and other Iroguois wers to become increasingly active in acting as
brokers for settling disputes, when it was %o thelr advantage.

The Dutch were then delnyed by the task of resettling
upper Menhatten and Long Island, and establishing a modus
vivendi with the expanding English colonies of New England. It
vas this combination of forces which prevented the Dutch from
establishing unchallenged rule in the Delaware country until
1655, and since they lost that in 1664 there was onlyuipe years
of Duteh trading monopoly. A% the mouth of the Hudsonm, where
the Duteh had s monopoly from 1626 until 1664 there were Indian
wars in 1641-45, 1658, and 1663-64. With the exception of the
massacre of Zvannendale in 1632 there were no such troubles |
around the Delsware Bay, largely due %o the competition among

Europeans and thelr consequent currying of Indian favor.

11 "Just, Free and True Property.." ‘owners and
Proprietors of their respective parcels of lamd” "Tawful
Owners. " 1630.

Fernow, N.Y. Col. Hist. Docs., I, 43, 44, XII, 17.
" .4ipn 1618 the United New Netherlands Company made a treaty
with the Irocuois Confederation of NWew York."

Macleod, Trdian Fromtier, p. 195, citing Edmund B.
0'Callaghan, llistory of New Netherlamds, p. 78. See also

Fernow, N.Y. Col. Hist. Does., XITI, iv-vi., and Macleod,

Indian Frontier, pp. 194-07.
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This providss a2 good oxample of the difference between
the Indian and the Zuropsan view of their relationship. Before
the white man arrived the tribss of the Atlantic states ebbed
and floved as pressure dlctated, over a broad field of maneuver.
The loose systems of alliance usually had some linguistic,
ethnic, and cultural basis, but distinctions were not clear-cut.
Allegiances were only a season or two, apd then not very bind-
ing. Even within one tribe a hard-pressed village might have
trouble solilciting aild.*®

There cxisbed, then, an ever-shifting diplomatic struggle,
carried on at council fires by meens of messengers and orators
offering or refusing the calumet, the hatchet, the black
wampum belt and the white, symbols of truce, military alli;nce,
var and peace. When the first smell European trading settle-
menfs were placed GmOng them, the Indlame simply adopted them
into their dinlomatic worid as if they vere nevw tribal povers,
with especlally desirable weapons. Examples are the famous

13

Huoron use of Champlain against the Iroguols, or the Con-~

esboza use of Duteh and Swedish muskets and cannon 1n their

12'Ebwitt, "Conestoge ," Hodge, Handbook, I, 336.
Munt, Wars of Iroguois, p. 8,

13
™ Hurt, Wars of Ircquois, p. 20.

Movgan, ivoguois, I, 10, II, 192. This was 1p 1609.
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war with the ()\.':cmdage.]“!‘l There ave similar cases 1in the
early history of New England and Virginia.ls
Opposed to this is the role assigned to the Indian
trives by the Furopsans in thelr competition for fur trade
apd empire. The Europeans used the Indians to further Euro-
pean ends, as the Indians nad used the Buropeans, but there
was a considerable difference. The Indian tribes received the
Furopeans into their midst, while the white msn distinctly
did not let the Indians share in thelir contests. They might
be happy to have the Indizns fight for them; ocQasionally be-
side them, but never "with® them.ls
The Swodes made uge of the Indiane in this manner when
they safely brought a shipnlbad of settlers past the guns of
the Duteh at Fort Casimir Ey saking on board some Indlans.

Phe Dutch did aot dare five for fear of touching off a war with

i FPerrecw, N.¥. Col.Hist. Docs.. XII, 419.
Hun% , Ware of Iroquols, D. Tho-41, This was in 1667.

L Maclood, Indian Frontler, Pb. 172-92, 209-33.

16 9.g. "Report made by P. W. van couwenhoven of Infor-
mation Respecting intrigues of the Snglish with the Wappings
and Esopus Indisns."” 1664. Yernow, W.¥. Col. Hist. Docs.,
XIII, 336.
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the Delavares, thereby losing their affection and trade to the
Swedes.17 It vas because of the same pressure that the Dutech
at Albany discouraged the Mohavls from making war on the
"Canadian savages" who supplied most of the French fur., If
the var was stoppsd, this fur would come down the Hudson
1nstead.18

The white men's shifts of orientation and alliance,
dictated by events in Europe,lg seomed as arbitraty and
groundless %o the Indiene as the Indians' allisnces seemed
ephemeral to the Europeans. Nelther understood the other's
systeom, and neither realized the role they were allotted in it.

The colonlsts of the Wew England Confederation did not
make war upon iHew Netherlands during the First Anglo-Dutch

War (1652-54) hecause thev could not be sure of support from

17 Beraow, W.Y. Col. fist. Does., XII, 125-26.
May 1,664,

18 "letter of the Directors tc Petrus Stuyvesant,
Governor, 6 Jupe, 1653." Fermow, N.Y¥. Col. Hist. Does., XTII, 35.

10
2 €.6. At the end of the Third Dutch War (Treaty of

Westmineter, feb. 9, 167%) the middle colonics were returned

to England, aithough the Dutch had successfully reoecupled them.
A% the enc of the Revolubtionary War the Northwest was awarded
to the United Stobesz, althouzgh the British and Tndians had
succeeded in wndoing Clark's work and driving the Americans
east of the Dhio.
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England, but in the Second Anglo-Dutch War (1664-1667) the
Duke of York, who had been deeded the middle colonles by
Charies II., sent Colonel Richard Nicholls with a fleet. Nicholls
outgunned and overawed the Dutch as Stuyvesant had the Swedes,
and the area passed under English control. For a few months
during the Third Anglo-Dutch War (1672—7#) the Netherlands
regained the settlements, but the peace treaty returned them
to England. The Duke of York owned the colonies, but little
change occurred in government. The Swedes, who outnumbered
e Dutch in the Delaware valley, had more self-government than

before.Eo
From the Indlen point of view the final settlement meant

several things. First, it ended, at least for the coastal

tribes and for the time beilng, the competitlion which had made

it possible for them to play one side against the other. Second,
the English adopted and continued the Dutch practices of buying
lands with trade gocds, making treaties, and using the Iroquols
league, not only %o expand fur trade, but to control other tribes.
Finally, since it wes the English government, and not the Dutch
trading compauv, which won, the victors now attempted to rule

the land and i%s inhabiltants, native and white, and not just

%0 do business with them. The situation remalned relatively

unchanged unitil the establishment of Pennsgylvania in 1681.

. Fernow, N.¥. Col. Hist. Docs., XII, 457, 463, 506-07,
529, 539.
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MAP I
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