dar Dep't Letters Heo'a 54-58 : HDG

Fort Stellacoom, W,T,

June Oth 1856
“o0 the Honorable Jefferson Davis 0
Secretery of “apr

Lour memoral ists, officers of the “rmy, respectfully represent

that they are now encaged in an erduous service in the Territory of
Washington where the means of subsistence ere more expensive then at
any other portion of the Pacifié Coast. ”y an order now In force, issuved
by Mp, Conraed the former seccretary of war, the offlicers serving in the
Pacific coast are denled the right to draw their retions in kind.fhus
the order was 1lssued under certain clrcumstances not now exlsting, appeared
to justify it To pender it bearable, hosever, it was ordered that the
Comnissary “epartment be authorized to sell subsistence to officers
at the originel contrect prices the cost of trensportation not being
added. “hus &t the tlme provisions were bfought in the large Atlantie

cities was not to be complaied of, but recently provisionse te, have

been purchesed by contrsct ia the City of “an Framwlsco whereby in

addition to the profit necessarily acerul g to contracts etec merchants, is
added actually the addlitlonal cost of the!r tremsportstion from
the Eastern States , the effect of which has been to lncrerse the price
of ench ration soe right or ten ceants beyondiga former cost,,

As the sctual cost of the ration renges wow from 24 to 28
cents and the fixed commtation therefor, but 20 cents the denlals
of the right to draw ratlions 1u kind for sctusl subsistence 1s a serilous
hardship to men whose stipend 1s so small as hardly to enaple them

to live oeven under a genereus interpretstion of the law uuthomlng

their various emoluments,

Therefore we most respectfully request that we mey be allowed to
at our own option , one ration in kind per dlem, for vouchers

and one for our servents, respectfively and deduct the same from



our monthly pay accounts,
“1las Yasey
Lte Cole Oth infy

E, 8, Keyes, Capt. Oth Infy,

6.2, Piokett, 9th Infy,

Ro#, Davis, last Lieut, 9th Infy,

H.B. Pleming, 2n? Lieut 0Oth Infy,

J.5. White, 224 Lieut, 3rd “4rty,

0.1, Wundell, 2nd 1t, Top Eng,

? B MoKibbin, 2nd 1t, 2 Infy,

M, Maloney, Capt. 4th Infy,

P.7, Cuthrle, Capt. 9th Infy,

Wick Potts, /sst. Surg, S. Army

Geo Suckley, asst, surgeon, U,S.4,

0, weBean, 1st 1t, 3rd Apty,

John Hayden 2n 4 1t, 4th Infy,

4, Shaaff, 2nd 1t, 4th Infy,



