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CARPENTERS UNION BUILDING LINCOLN D. BILLEDEAUX
231 BURNETT AVENUE NO. July 16, 1968 National Chairman

RENTON, WASHINGTON 98055

SENIOR VICE CHAIRMEN

o Sy Editor
The Yakima Herald-Republic
e e Yakima, Washington

" Dear Sir:

JUNIOR VICE CHAIRMEN

MEko FoneinBe BEaoLE Attached is a press release which we know will be of great
MR. GEORGE CALFROBE SR. interest to your Indian reader and particularly our Blackfeet
MR. ROBERT E. BARLOW and Gros Ventre members , several hundred who reside in the

EVERETT, WASBHINGTON

MR. CHESTER E. GLADSTONE Yakima-Toppenish—White Swan area.

SEATTLE, WABHINGTON

MR. RONALD L. CRaoss Guns  Should you need additional information on the release please

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

° feel free to call on our Junior Vice Chairman, Mr. George Calf Robe

TREASURER

110L East Yakima Avenue, Yakima, Washington.

MR. DARRELL L. NORMAN
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

Thank you very much.

Lincoln D, Billedeaux

Sre,



JULY 16, 1968

The Washington, D C, law firm of Wilkinsen, Oregun & Savker, tribel claims stterneys
representing the Bleckfest and Gros Vemtwe Tribes in @ suit against the federsl government
for lands illegally teken under & Tresty Agreement of May 1, 1888, encompassing 13 millien
scres, heve informed Linsclnd D, Billedeswx, Chairwmn of the Metlonel Associstion of
Blackfeet Indims, thet they and the U, S, Attorney Gemeral's office have negotieted s
settlement for & net judgment of $8,678,01i,92 for the Blackfeet and Gros Ventre Tribes.

On Meveh 31, 1967, the Us S. Indian Claims Commission banded down @ gross judgment of
$11,125,606.40, or eighty cents an acres for these lands which have produced millicns of
dollars to their white cwmers throughout Montana. The federsl government attorneys
have dedusted $2,006,515.29, they say were suppesedly peid these tribes under the
Agresment of May 1, 1888, plus $439,275.19, for offpets, this sun is for alleged ex-
penditures which the federel government meintains they used for the welfsre and suppert
of these tribes, thus reducing the gross swerd to $8,679,81k.92. Yet to be deducted
'mwm:\-mfnsmmmmw Final scceptance or re-
jection of this settlement will heve to be decided by the tribese The tribel claims
sttorneys are preparing a long detailed report on the settlement.

Approx imetely 5000 Blackfeet and Gros Ventre Indiens make their homes in the states of
Washington, Idaho and Oregon, &t the present time, with several thousend more residing
in other states. The Hational Assovistion of Blaskfeet Indlins have members of thety
organigation scattered througheut the globe gad.e
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In commenting on the latest development of the judgment sward, Billedeaux said, on
mmdwwmumm%mam«mmww
May 1, JP§ 1888, it would appesr the judgment awerd , both gross and net, is entirely
wemsmmmmmmmmmwmm



