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ZBeverly--Now that there 's big talk about a long dam) ademgebkis
Qs

Columbia denbEiESsmstmmshere and _ longer dam up$tream,
Beveriy is shaking the dust loose %ts feet,

E.R. Grove,MMd a Beverly resident since 1925 and the
| § w-gl(
town 's postmaster since 1927‘9@ hat $#EEEPE from all the stories

floating around, some of the old tmz atmosphere, lacking only GROGEEESO

J@d severalisaloons, w will prevail again, §\

a y-ungster of a town
Because half a century ago when Beverly was and the Milwaukee Ca {N

Railroad bridge was throw}'l across the river, and in the days following §'

o Cecont & forodoumiol fudthas/d—

when irrigation was besmed, the town was packed with railroad “gEEEEes and
ofeSgeesdad irrigation(ERim ML%J'M
L}pv«arly's GONMN®Ed census 1is officially 107 but its growlng nearly every

day as work gets under way on Priest Rapids Dam 13 miles downstream ¢\v
\;
d

and explorations to locate the footing for Wanapum Dam, a little way /\ﬁ‘p*

upstream toward Vantage, &u&w ;6?‘, m‘/‘% [.uf‘a

Bhe original Beverly was called Chiawana, after the Wanapum Indian word

for the C ia River, bui the mmame waw
Tjw?l Ty SRS D e TV .
= US post office which Grove maintains in his general store
¥ [ 4 .
has 34 boxes and he handles a lot of general delivery mall @ now that

project workers are settling down(;w in the trailer camps

along the river shore,
(more)



first ad..

! ThereMe 300 people in the town, maybe mofe, before the
ClestiF7e ' -
post office can be raised., Grove won 't say but a slight spark in

M@ (@

his eye when you ask ¥ indics tes he thinks is coming,
t{e—iud Mrs., Grove are pérents of seven sons amd daughters.-ﬁ:ee of them
Sily SEEY were born befz;e he took up\land peezgige. All are married
but one daughter, Jud}&i 1s 16 and will be a junior in Ellensburg
High School next monthﬁldest dauvghter, Mrs., Harold

Franklin)’ born in 19203‘ lives at &llenqburg‘

~Saame Gnd ga.v-.( Al ww A} bnel

éld and dusty(; 1s Beverly, it wasn't the first post office in

the area. t was at CPEEENBEITD Crab Creek, &s. Grace Si-clair was

150 ot IS

/Q&ostma er back in 1907 when the town was laid out,. Across from the

store-post office 1s the old irrigation office that served the
84840NNANNENAII destined-to-be-doomed project on the fla@to’the north,

7here were 100 men working on the project when it closed in 191k,
~Ob ‘tf_ﬁ the sturdier days of the town the post office SEEEEEgE
p. A U
where ' hand stamp is still used,=-BfSd§d served ernita,*w
Allard, White Bluffs, Wahlvk%ﬁﬁaﬁord. By then ¥ Cold Creek was }nsuiw

~gaam8d out of White Fluffs .{Eerni‘-'a is on the Yakima County side of the

Columbia near the site of the Wahluke Slope Highway takeoff, a

continuation of Highway 11-A out of Yakima and through ﬁe Moxee Valley.
(morg*



second ad.. m__ ﬂ-"d %u W

Five sacks of mail used to be dropped 12 off, the-‘ Milwaukee

(-UAND‘: Thorst Wi Risndy
train u&%‘reight and express cars hauled more weight down that \“ )['

ea than any other spot on the line west of the very far easta&
‘ .

el & \‘7}&4

SNow the mail is brought by auto carrier from Othello . ol 1 ‘

townwite of Mattawa, four and one-half miles northeast of the ﬁ Priest

W e e, @ 2T 0 ol

f Beverly is just far enough upstream from the Priest Rapids Dan

it won't get its f t too wet fBjgiie when the reservo:r pool rw W

“w o dopl f30ba 0 s g
960 and it will be far enough downstregm from Wanapum

Dam that it will Ma several miles
but%i)‘ % the conitruction camp area M

éGrove ) is getting along toward rctirement age, ¥gh he figures m

just stick around %see# happens to Beverly.




&n‘-ﬂ&' door=to-door mail delivery service handled

o &

'~ by the post office)&-W and thati home wglke
[

several miles downstream, (ja—d AN S “W Mn’

R
& Cllan ane—eel -
wnever W for Puck Hyah Toot or Johnny Buck \

LThere neve e -.

who lived at the o0ld Wanapum home of Shoptalook on the Yakima County w

ks Panalsd Jy/MGMQM

shore, G4GBINE rallway workers |

QAt 0ONE2RdEAd other times

phen they came 1n &d get a few

grocerles,
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PRIEST RaPIDSe= Yakima Indians and volunteers from .ti'lroughout thé
Valley gathered here today.for a chtinuing sear;h of the Columbia
River below Priest Raplds Dam for the bodies of two of their kin, droned
late ymskzpxx yesterday vhen a dugout cance caﬁsized in turbulent wutera.
beneath Noe. 4 spillway close to the Yakima County shores

Drowned are two Yakima Indians, John Bueck, 16, son of Mpe and Mrse

Frank Buck; and Melvin Luecei, 24 of White Swan,
| Appeal to Coast Guard 1

The Indians appealed to the Coast Guard ;daﬂnlinland flotllia to
assist with the searchs | | gass

.ﬁgck and Lucei, with Frank Randall, 17, Wapato and Harry Wesley,19,
“arrah; were in an old style cance, the lact in use along the Columbia
R;ver, They had launched the 18-foot dugout, cut an&‘burnea from a cedar
log wmany years ;go ; intending to paddle downstreame

The canoe was caught in the turbulent water, Public Utility District

workmen sighted two of the Indians struggling the water at midstream. They

tussed life preservehé to them from atop the dame & small power boat,

oporated'by the PUD rescued Randall and Wesley. Buck and Lueci were.

aprarently caught in the swirling waters




first ad.

The PUD closed gates of the dam to lower the watbr.to pérmit
a late afternocn and early evening search , but the gites had to be
reopened at 8 p.ms beéa&aa of high water in Wanapum Pools The Grant Coﬁnty
shefiff's office gssisted in the search. Several Indians frqm the

Yaicima Heservetlon took boats to the river today to continue the

*

searchs

Byek's father is the léader of the small baﬁd of Wanapum Indians
1iving.at the dam sites He is the grandson of Puck—quhnToot, kneym who X
Emxxmktkmxx died in 1955 and was known to settlers of White Bluffs,
Priest Rapids and Vantage as Johnny Bucks. Puckwﬂiah-Toot was the religious »

leader of the group an- the religious leadership was given over to Frank

0ep
Sohappy , Wapato, who was boran at Priest Rapids.

¢
(8] t’f

The canoe is the one wnich had previously been diébtayed at Vﬁntage,
protected by thax a shelter. The Wanapums returned it to Priest Rapidél
two years ago to keep at their village. r
Several similar log cances, all the last on the river, were destroyed
during construction of Hanford Atomie Works P@d projects at White Bluffs wiere

the Wanapums also had'a villagee.

The I dians sayd the river usually @owedad "gives up bodies of thcse

drowned” in a week to 10 days,

Meanwhi . e they and their relatives are making *renarations for a funeral
and religious memorial foast,



Re-Priest Rapids ‘ w/Brt
Click Relander
An age-long silence in a desolation along the Columbia River east of

Yakima has been broken,

In an immense bend of the stream, engulfed by the uplifted Umtenum
Ridge on one shore and the Wahluke blope opposite, there are sounds of
busy men, growing louder daily.

They are loudest now at the Priest Rapids Dam site,

The sure stroke of hemmers and shrill whine of saws are converting new
lumber into shops, warehouses smd of fice bulldings., The clatter of mechanics!'
wrenches upon steel and the thud of mallets on wooden wedzes, accompan ies
the assembling of héddgd:igtpmnnxx machinery., Heavy equipment,driven by
powerful, growling motars 1s sweepi 7 aside the unbroken overlay of soil,

The objective of the small task force is to secure a beachhead on the
x&xx shore of the Columbia. Then a larger force will bezin the occupation
of the river itself by constructing a coffer dam., ‘his will be a buffer
or p otective bulkhead egainst thexkmmmg strang currents of the river and

1ts fluctuating rise and fall by seasons.%hen this is done, then the
main army of workers can accomplish its objective, a 8,412 foot --nearly
a mlile and three-fourths long--reinforced and earthfill biver barrier,
theEriest Rapids Dam,

This is to be & hydroelketric and flood control project with navication
potential, It was c6@8 concelved and is being ca ried out by the Grant
County PUD No. 2 of Ephrata and willbe completed in 1960 , Itwill
produm®e 630,000 kilowatts of vitally needed power to stave off an
anticlipated shortage by tha time and will supply 12 Northwestern public
and private utilities with some of their pair.

Financing for the project was provided by sale of 165 million dollars
worth of revenue bonds by the PUD3 843K a sale backed up by the power
purchase contracts signed d946da6a4R byc scarcely a month ago by the
utilities,



first ad..Friest Raplids

In two years construction is te start on Wanapum 8am, 18 miles ups tream
Bk which will be buillt ah an estimated cost of 128 million dollars,
Y16 power output of the entire Priest Rapids Pro ject will place it third
in the nation, topped only by Urand Youlde end Hoover dams, and the total
cost will run dn the neizhborhood of 349 million dollars.

?he coffer dam, the first main objective, will cost 8 million dollars
of the $91,878,625 prime contract which the PUD awsrded to Merritt-"hapman
& Scott “orporation of New York which is providing the advence task force.

The coffer dam must be built during low waterx stage. Wark on 1t 1s
scheduled to steart with a ground breaking ceremony shortly after Labor Day.

Durinn the fall and winter the army sefuring the fmmk toehold on the
river will incrrase to perhaps 500 men.Amxx About 100 are working there now,
By next spring hovever, a major force of 2,000 to 2,500 will be at the
dam slte and hen work is going on at both dams, in a 1ittle over tw

a labor peak

years, Xke0@0p6@k g proaching 4,000 will be reached.

The men and pquipment for them precision operation are coming from
far scattered places,

Until the 11 mile 8306640 104 AT 2600049386 06nd¢ access road costing
¥800,000 is completed from ncar ﬁeverly to the site, a graded gravel road
overlayed in places with sand snd visible from a distance by telltale kmmi
streamers of dust left by moving vehicles, is the route to the front/

Carpenters and some other workers living at Yakima and Prosser find
their way to the construction area by following the narrow county road
on the Benton and Yakima counties shore. They cross the river by boat,

Ruts and fist size or larger boulders in the roadway on the Yak ima

Benton countles side have led them to seek relief for their

and
automobiles by petitioning for grading and blading work along that

stretch.

" 1845985 0B aba¥ 0 & abAb H8R0RDA0EbA 0482 beP 0 £0464 0N ERAOEHI0EREDEREPINAL



second ad, .Prieat flapids

"We want to ‘l1ive in Yakima ané otherValley cities with our
famiiies, but unless something is done to improve the road, it looks
like we will have to move to the other side," one of the men said,

The long way from west of the Columbia River to the construection canp

Vantage

i1s 103 miles from Yakima. It is the road to Ellensburg, thence to
Sridge and then d own the Crant “ounty side.xEixkxmmsbmegx Construction
workers living at Ellensburg aee at tempting to obtaln bus service from
there to the site,

Yhe 10 miles from Vantage Bridge to Beverly is good black top. From
the bridpe 180494440403808080308080dAd or the junctionof Hirhway 10 and
049Hed§A3PE030dBIAL04BIAEDE8ABA000A0AA6A newl y completed 7-C, 1t 1s 43
miles to Uthello and 90 miles to Pascos

A few m’'les below Vantaze Bridge, where explorations are still under
way to determine footings and the locatlion for Wanapum Dam, the road tapers,
ending 40dBePefIPiCapdl la ter in @Pd9ed a gravel roadbed. It hugs
the Beverly Gap or Sentinel “uttes at Saddle Mountains and overlooks
the Columbia _Wefore boldly stepping out into the outspread besin from
which rises the Wahluke “lope, Here, looking to the west, 1s the big bend.

Beverly,which had a population of 105 the other day 1s dfid0ddd&iid the

unloading yard on the Milwaukie Mailroad Line for much of the big

machinery and heaps of supplies.

There are tons of sheet pilling, tons of 1t, stacked and walting to be
.trncked to the dam site for the coffer dam. Thare are three 35'
Manitowac cranes,dPdBd@s®dd their 100 foot long hoisting towers reaching
skyward, :helarger 45'-about as biz as they come- is in the equipment
Axxaxkxying assembly yard, It can 11ft more than 45 tons at one %am tug,
agét?ts 120 foot boom set at a 12 foot radius can toy with a six yard
scoop bucket, The bucket is as large a@s & small room.

Bgcause clearance was not sufficient beneath the Milwaukie Bridge at

Jseverly where the existling road passes, a new bed iz being built



third ad..Priest fapids

It pesses close to the river where there 1is clearance and to spare.

Lgter this winter a spur will be strung across the Columbia at the
lower end of the dam site and supplies will be brought over the river
to the cors truction camp in Grant Uounty.

Besides a few newly built stores end auto courts, repairs are
undgg way on the ?everly School of Lower Crab Creek District X 160,

Mps, Yertrude Morrison, director living a stone's throw from the aging
stucco building, said the average dally attendance was 24 last fallbut
there are enough children in town even now to fill the two rooms to their
capacity of 50.

H!lgh school students in the lower end of the Crab Creek District will go
to Kittitas, and others to Othello. “hat relief will come with completion
of the new ¥190,000 grade school building dddégh near Royal city, 19
miles away, has not been determined. Construction started on the school
three weeks ago,

A mile and one-half south of Beverly is the newly=-born traller town called
Schawana. The inhabitants are largely experienced constructlon workers,
have xkxed worked on Crand Coulee, The Dalles or Chief Joseph Vams and
are looking to ard the time Ppriest Rapids is comple te and other dams will
be built elsewhere,

At the rate of new arrivals, kr, and Mrs, Walter Browe, partners with
Lgwrence Jorgenson of Othello, estimate thst the first 72 trailer
section will be &ddd filled before long end that hltimately 1,000
fapacity will be reached,

~“chawane , whose trailers include barber 8B69668Q watch repair and other
shops was named E%g Wanapum 6r Friest Rapids Indian word , Chiawana,
meaning The River or Big Rtkewx River, referrinz to the Columbia,

At the confluence of the Columbla and Crab Creek which flows along
the northern base of Saddle Mountain is a row of 11 road construction

trailers.
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‘he road workers have blasted avay a-tiny corner of the butte and the
new road bed 1s nearly com leted at that point. This 1s 16 miles downriver
from Vantare Bridge and seven mlles upstream from the lowsr end of ll-mile
long Priest Rapids where the first dam 1s 3640g0B0408d to be hmtifix built,

From the CGap and between the road,which follows the roll‘ng slope,and
the river for a ways is a long stretch of marshg and grozing land. Here
too 1s the old Figure 2 Ranch buildings and not far away 1s the Jack
%¥mix Bplawn cabin with 1ts gun norts still intact. Yhe cabin is hidden
in a clump of trees beneath the basalt reef which the road follows.

dusty, washboard
For thelast few miles to the s8ite, the road follows the gentle pitch
of the slope, through sagebrush,d8dd®dd scab land dotted with glacial
strewn 40dDdd00Ad0d0€ns rocks, It follows d06dad atop a gravel bar that
parallels the river for miles,

In a sagebrush and sand clearing, down a 75 foot pitch is the assemblying
camp wherethe blg machisery 1s pleced together by mechanies before it is
moved across a marshy strip of greenmmzx» and shallow water to the
cmstruction camp,

*he largest crane was brought in from George High Pam on the Skagit
‘1ver, One of the four small glants should work with 2 southern drawl,
having been brought from Tennessee, *heconstruction firm, MS&C which flies
the black horse flag has wddéd widespread operations in this country
and overseas branches and subsidiaries in Cuba, Indian, venzuela, Colombia
and the Dominican Republic,

*he dam site is a quarter of a mile from the higher land on which
the coﬁstruction camp 1s located, I{t 1s across the broad water, even now
at low stage, Close to shore the stream curls and twists with its untapped
power, In midstream however it is flecked by white spraying rapids
that rumble constantly. On the Lak ima County shore 1is the dull-gray
concrete Priest Rapids Power Plant, built in 1908,
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Just upstream 1s.the lower end of the “aenapum Island, protected by
the treacherous rapids, where One Legged Apalone Man and Pun Man fished
in ancient times. On the island are the genesls rocks of the *ndians--
petroglyphs and pictographs,.”ome of these are to be preserved as
monuments by terms of the Federal Power Commission's permit . a80dRAQd®AOHO
0Re02804060dBd6 082201 APUDY 0P8 E8eEoI8H 848424800

At the construction camp carpenters are at work on m of‘ice bullding
for the company's key personnel.fhis will ad join the PUD cons truction
office,

Robert caroutte of the reborn Mattawa, f6dPdandde8cd@dBd not far away,
i1s operating the first plece of heavy earth moving equipment on the
job, a WD 20 carryall that with a Y-8"pushcat " carries off 12 yards
of earth at a time, This 1s where the site is being levcled for therailroad
siding which will coniect with the ilwaukie line on the Y& ima shore wheh
the bridge is built this winter.

Locations and footings for a hospital, shops, warehouses, tool house
and carpenter shop have been pmepaired,

On the :ravel bar , overlooking the océ&@g0d laid out skeleton of the
camp, 1s the slte for homes of the contractor's key personnel, Thefe will
be nine separate houses, 16 units, bachelor quarters and laundry,

V%H.Uaris, fleld englneer for MC&S is on tte Jjob. He came from Los
Angeles, éerbert Surcliff, assistant office engineer, said the office
bullding,0001 accommoddting 60 persons, will be finished in three weeks,

Rapids,Mont.

v

Surcliff lives at Ephrata but came to the project from Noxon
John Hellerud, the general superintendent of carpenters lives at antage

and gets his mail at Beverly, fhe carpenters are under the jurisdiction

of Yakima Local 770 and come fram Yakima, ‘antage,Moses Lake end

bllensburg. helaborers are provid ed by “akima and Moses *“ake locals,
Orval %, Peterson, now living at Vantage, is a member of Yakima

Local 770. He was a carpenter at Folsom Dam, near Sacramento, for MC&S,
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4

John Hale, m ir n worker, lives at Rt, 1,¥akima . O.N. Anderson
has lived here 10 years. 1t takesthem about two hoirs to make the 70 mile
plugazrggogver Highway 11-A through Moxee, then up the river by &duntgd the
fdedonDidldd county road that needs repairs and then across the river by
boat,

Roy Abshire, an operating engineer and shovel runner comes from
Prosser, He and his son, Rey H., Abshire besides helping with prelim nary
work operate the ower boatg which transport men from the Yakima County
shore,

C«'V. Severance 1s équipment superintendent and R, Bentm of Vantage 1s
equip ent foreman. His home 1s at Bjectric City and he worked on “rand
Coulee and chief Jdnseph deams. R.H., Arnell, living at Kennewick, came to
the equipment assembling cemp from the Folsom Dam project.

Frank Glosser, a rigser, came from Vashon Island. He worked at $he Dlalles
and Rock Island dams, and is helping load the trucks that bring in.hine-ton
loads of sunplies from Beverly . Timothy Wilkinson, operating engineer
fromLocal 370, is a orane operator, He 1ives at Vanterze. Zdward Paulson,
Moses “gke, the oiler for the two-man hoist team came from Mpses Lake.

H's home 1s a traller house,

The reactivated Hattawa 1s high on the slope, four andm one-half miles
northeast of the site,

Mgttawa wes fimst born in 1909 but expired llke other irriration
mot ivated towns of that era. It has a pxmsmmt population anproaching 60
50, Mrs, Garroute, whoge husband onerates the carryall, runs the air-
conditioned cafe in which theflowers from its week-azo-today opening
are still in cohtainers. _

It 1s 43 miles to Othello from Mattawa and 35 to Royal city. But
the inhabitants ars looking for the wWahluke “lope Road--a continuation
or B@Add “ighway 11-A eventually crossing the G lumbia at Vernita by

ferry, to provide t'em with a straight shoot into Tak ima



seventh ad Priest Rapids ' °

Mattawa ﬁriginated in 1909 for the same reason as now, the Wahluke ~lope,
gl though the construction project speeded up the townsite, some of the
residents sald.

Tre townsite sponsors, M. schott,former mayor of Warden &d his
assoclates, Albert “idner, Clarence Kissler and W,T, Rixk Kissler of
Warden gequired it from Liward Scott of Othello. It had been sold for taxes
soverul times since the early days and was surveyed last December,

Earl House of Bridgeport opened the first building therey , a grocery
store two and one-half months ago when only one shack remained of the
original village.

Sohott's office was trucked in from Grand Coulee, The cafe wes brought
from Spokane., Lots 1n 70 per cent of the first 80 acres of the 240 acre
pownsite have been sold. A gravel washer,rcady mix concrete plant, the
grocery , x cafe, rooming houses and two trsiler parks are in business,

A town must hsve a population of 300 before it ean incorporet e, but
they are already talking about a police chief at Mattawa, Meet ings, aimed
at opening a school are also being held. the developers have offered to
provide a bullding if the residents employ a teacha, One alreadT lives
at Mattawa,

Mattawa 1s but one speck in the o08pgPéad outspresd basin where nctivity

is whirling into a faster, dust-marked tempo, every daye

The construction task force's attention 1s dirented at getting the

coffer dem built, the (olumbla spanned by the spur rail track and a
80
bridre xE built Degove next spring's biz bu@BO pushcen begin on the

real work,
Ive access road is only one of several comparatively small maneuvers

cq
in gettinz the operstions under way.

Work of spreading gravel on the pgraded bed 1s to begin tomorrow.
TReA 8iling will mm commence Friday. The road will be finished by the 29th,

the ground breeking will follow, complete with vantage gspot for

+Anrista and sightseers.



