Territorial
1889

Oﬂe ofthe most important movements before the peoile of
Washington territory & this period was that for admission to
the Federal Union e

It was riot a new movement,

4 Yalla Walk s udent of local history is quoted as stating that
"the propositions far calling a convention to frame s state
constitution, prediminary to asking for the ad:iission of
Washington territory to the Union was first submitted to the voters
by anact of the legislature, session of 186&0dd 1868-9,
providing for a ballot upon the question of the June : lection of
1869,

Failing tomeet the favarable cons ideration of the people a t hat
time it was ag:ain Submit ted at the general elections of 1872
and 1874 and each time defeated.

In 1876 the que stion was again submitted and the pe ople

declaring iIn favor of such action, delegates were chosen and

the convention met at “alla "alla the second luesday of Jyne,

1878. “fter a session of £OP forty days a constitution was

framed which received the indorsement of t he peP0 people of the
general e lection of that yesr, the vote being 6,462 for an d

Gpeal 3,231 against--a total of nea rly 3,000 less than tk vote cast for
delegate,

From the year 1878 until the year 1889 the admission of

washington to the Union f£9e0 never wholly ceased to te a living issue,
4% one time a bill passed both houses of congress admitting the
territory with the narthern counties of ldaho added to the federal
08be sisterhood but it was pocket vetoed by Pre ident cleveland. “he
measure was lInsisted upon, however and on February 227 1889

the cel:brated omnibus bill enabling North ami South Dgkota, Montana
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Tamanowash...Spirit Belief

One of the stranges developments of the Indian doctrine of spirit
and the one maving the mcst marksd influence on enslaving the untutored
red man is a be lief in what they term tamanowash.

The word is hard to define; an Indlan can convey an idea of its meaning
only by citing illustrative examples; but it seems to be a species

of spirit power working through a mortala nd exercilsing an inflence in
the affairs of individuals.

Persons through whose mediumship this power acts are knowvm as medicine
men or doc tors. ‘he method of initiation into their fraternity

1s this:

4 poy uncer the age of puberty goes out alone into a lonely place and
there remains until a we ssage caws to him. Some wild animal ar bird
gives forth the sound peculiar to its kind and In an ungonbuntable
way intelligence from the realm of spirit bs conveyed to the excited mind
of the candidate.

If he rememe rs the wards of this supernatural comuunication to
maturity he is a medicine man having powr to use for the
blighting or healing of any individal of his race the resources of his
patron spirit. This su. osed 920 league with the supernatural gives the
re puted possessor of it great influence over his less favored brethren
for who of them would not fear a man who has the power to bewitch, to
cast spells aml even to take life by aneffort of the will?

ffrue, this power may be exercised far the be nefit as well as
to the detriment of an individual aml Indeed it 1s invoked
vhenocve r the Indian is sick with an internal malady,but as dilseases
of this character are supposed to be the e 'fect of a malevolent use of
the tamanowash power it can after all, at b est accomplish nothing
more , even in the hands ofits most benevolent posse sor than to

undo the mischief which,dif ferently applied, 1t has 1tself wrought,.




‘his belief in tamanowash 1s &lso baneful to ti e Ipdian in that it
makes him too much the slawe of the wizard doctor, who im many
times the veriest charlatan. But if tamanowash is a curse to
the common Indian it does not always prove an unmixed blessing to
the doctor himeself, for he is likely at sofd®0 any time toDb e accused of
causing the death of some tribesman who has fallen a ¥ictim of
disease, |

‘hen §o accused his charlantanry comes to the rescus, prompting
hin to lay the blame on some distant practioner of sorcery. Occgsionally
he 1s unable to escape responsibility in this way and dies at the hands
d an enraged re lative of the person he is thought tohawe murdered with
hi s deadly spell, .

Indeed a case of this kird occured as recently as September of
the year 1903 on the #htanum river, twelve miles west of North
Yakima. The mat ter was brought tothe notice of the civil authorits
and a deputy coroner having repaired to the scene found the l®» adless
trunk of an old woman knowm as '_‘isanaway in t e wickiup of her
son-in-law, Yallup. 'f‘he victim was a @itchdoctor and had incurred the
enmlty of a number of her tribesmen by théd /& giving as they woule
express it, "bad medicine . to their kirmd=»d.

It 1s thought that this was the cause of her death.

Such were saue of the superstitiouns which held the Indian mind
in bondage when benevolent white men began the wark of
evangelistic education among the Yakima tribes and suchare some of t he
superstitions which a e still enthralling a majority of those
tribes, despite the efforts of t he govermment and the missionary

efforts. Central'ashington H story, I terstate, 1904.



Idian “eremonies
Initiation

Jay Lynch, Indian agent account from Central “ashington Higtcry, 1904:

««Mr. Lynch appeared a.t the time and plac appointed and found a
large tepse covering a space perhaps thirty by one hundred feet in
dimensions in the center of a cleared and levelt ract of two or three
acres.
dher; he got within & qua ter of & mile of the spot hewas halted by the
two Indians that had been dep ted toawait him.
;ne of these remained with him, while the .other went to announce
his arrival to the I dians . Ppe ently four horsemen made their‘
appearance,dressed in fullr egallia and on the backs of steeds geily
caparisoned and decorated. hese escorted him to the tent ,
one riding in front, one on each siie of his team and buggy and one behind.
Yhen he arrived at ithe clearing drums began to sound inside the tent
and the cr wd étarted to chan.t but the leader paused not in his
marche.
He too Mr., Lynch in a circlearound the tent,the horses walli g.
4 gecond revolution wasmade in a full trot and then a third at @
a still higher speed. :he movements of the ma chers apparently
increased with the tempe of t he drum beats and chanting within.
This finalrevolution completed,the wusic stopped; the leader came
to a halt and ¥r. Lynch was invited +to alight from his buggy and follow
the directions of t wo guides who now took cha rge of him and
cenducted him to the door of the tepee where the sentry was alarmed by
a series of raps. -
Some conversation in the Indian tongue wa now heldbetwean the
e scort without and the watchman within, after which the door
opened and lr. Lynch was led inside. He made a swift reconnoisance of
the premises. Indians were standing in four elliptical rows around the

tepes, the men on one side and the wanen o the other, while in the center



was & space of bare ground, smooth and clean as a tenris court. At
the west end of the tepee stood Chisf leanana, gorgeously arrsayed in
all the finery the Indian taste could command, with drumrers on his
right and left. Behind him on the wall, painted on tanned white
skins, uerse crude representa tions oftlhe Sun, moon and stars; also other
pilctures whose sigAdOdRaddc signification coild not be surmised
by the uninitiasted.

In front of the caief some six or eight feet a small fagot fire was
burninge.

Three timesbir, Lynch was paraded around the fire and in front of the
assembled red men; then he was stationed before the chieftian; who
addressed him in language which bein interpreted signified that he
now recognized him as a brd her and should always konsider hi+ one of
the Indian people. The drum beating and chAtdd chanting which had accamph
accompanied the marching always had, of course, ceased when the chief
began to speake

§t. the conclusion of his brief remarksMeQ tolr. Lynch
Teanana addressed at same length the general ac sembly,
referrim t the tepee in which they were and comparing it unfavorably
with the houses in which their wealthier forefathers were wont tomeet,
houses many times constructed of stone.

"ue gave a fanciful account of the creation, spcke of the earth as the
Indian's mother, referred to a flood whibhd estroyed nearly a 11 of
the people; stated that what. they then and there did had been
done by their forefathers from time immemoris; r:ferred to the
“reator as the father who livedbeyond the sun; asserted that in
© lden times there were many prophets among the Indians who livedin
such close touch with this great father that they were able to
foretell the future; that they hal long foreseen the coming
Of the whites and hal advised the Indians to treat them as brothers,

hasmuch as all were children of the same father.
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At one point in his discourse the chieftain enumerated in a kind of
wayer o thanksglving the Aif ferent foods used aml blessings en joyed
by the' red men, the people_ repeating eath sentence after him in a
sort of chant, Then the chief would say sanething like:
"We thank theg OCGod far thefish in the river" and h
when the words had been sung by the other Indians he would say:"Vie
thank thee 0 God for the bright clear water," the response to
which was & repetiti on of the same language inc hant. I” this wey the
whole category of blessings wa: enumerated and t hanks
offer d by each, first by the chief speaking and thenby the
people singinge
#% the close ?ééﬁé@ﬁ()dzhé of Teanana's address the Indians
engaged in a series of songs arddances, the latter cons isting mostly
in a simple s@U swaying motion of the bod . This part of the
mogram ended Mr. Lynch 's conductor turned to him and saids"I
will now shake hands witzly\ you Indian fashion,"
He placed his hand over his heaf directing the white man to
do the same,then extended it palm upward. Mr. Lynch also
extended his hand in the same manner. *he Indian cla sped
it and threc times elevated it as high as possible, then unclasped and
both men returned the ir hands to their hearts. f‘he Indian then
explained that tls placirg of taf irst position of t he hand
signified hgood hea rto while its extension palm upward and subsequent
inversion above the hand of the other man meant & wi..ingness to give
whenever occasion required. :he next day , whichwas Punday,was
given up to songs, prayer, exhortaition ami feasting.
lhe method of cooking the salmon was described by lr. Lynch. He said that
fagot fires werermde all around the large tepee amibefore these a
row of Tndians stationed themselves each holding & whole fish by

means of & forked stick within roasting distance of the f lame,



Indian “eremon ies

"alter Scott “lliott, speaking o Iadian dances says:
"The medicine man executes many weird ‘ncantations ©b awe the ignorant
savages into subjection tohis rule . *hdasr religious dances sometimes
last for weeks at a time during which the medicine man offers up
supplicatims to their high tyee for the sick and distressed.
“hinook dances are held for the early coming of spring and are engaged
in tovsrd the close of winter.T heir dancing is merely jumping up
and down and howling in a sort of sing-song.
Whibe men are not allowed usually toattend their dances but the
writer started out me night determined to attend a p rformance .
The chanting o a hundred voices could be dil stinctly heard over a mile
awgy getting louder armd louder as I neared the camp. ™ hen I got wi thin
for ty yards of t he tepees several dozen dogs announced my arrival but
the uproar inside prevented their alarm fram being heard. I pr oceeded
up to the cutaindoor and seeing nothing dangerous slowly raised the
flapand crawled into the hallway or chute which led into the main
room of the tepee, then plucking up a little coarage walked boldly in.
The sight whid met my eyes defies accurate description. I was in a
room about fif ty by twenty feet; two campfires were burni g
somé distance apart, the dim light casting a Lurid glare over the bast
assembly of painted faces. The dances were farmed in two
lines facing each other with alternate men and women. Yach of the men
carried a bow and arrow in his left hand ané¢ in his right hand a single
arrow with point upward. ".Lhe wome nwere in their gayest dresses but
carried nothing in t heir hands. No one apparently noticed me
at first so deeply wer they interested in the dance .
:inally however, a big savage~-booking Indian motioned me inside and
compelled me to take & f my hat and dance which I did, much to the

general armusement.



Very soon the medicine man madse his appearance with solemn tread

going up and down botween the lines of dancers, uttering the most heart

renderin cries and p.llins his hair as if he were in the greatest

agony, finally stouping over the c ampfire and leaning on a wand, his
head being bent downward he chanted away at regular intervals

between mhich the dance proceeded as before *hen

& little olc dried-up man hopped around the r om,handing each me a
little c amas root which he amrried in a buckskin sack. #t this juncture
the savage looking Indian turncd to me aml said:"Ge home now, which

-

arder was promptly obeyed.." Interstate History of Central Viashington,1904,



Smohalla,.Moses,. . plawn

A.J. splawn account in “entral Wash. History. Interstate, 1904,
«s oPuring the lie. Perces war “hief Joseph's emissaries were
continually going to and fro between the hostile camp and that of
Chief Ifioses, tr.ing to induce him to ©9f go on the war path which he
gbsolutely refused to do, as I afterward learned to my own satisfactione.

“tthat time in company with E.D, Phelps and W.I. Wadleigh we had
purch: sed several thousand cattle on the WhiteBluffs ami Crab Creek
ran:es covering the territary from Pasco to Mosgs lake and as far up
the Columbila river as *oses coulse.

Indians _from. all parts began to move toward Moses! encampment; those
around ®nake river points passéd through our range and committed
cdepredations such as burning our houses and corrals, d riving of:
the sad le horses and killing cattle,

- Everything inicated an Indian uprising. People in many

parts of the country iIn isolated settlements moved tomove thicily
xsettledplaces for safety. This condition remained unchanged for about
thirty days. |

R84 6dnd Mhdén People were fearful to relax their vigilance..

It was well nown that a large body of hostiles had gathered ar und
Moses, W'e had heard that their lddges extended for many miles

up and down t e Columbia above and b elow Wenatche. Our

cattle were runniig on ther ange adjacent to this body of Indians
and it boded no good tous in a financial way.

Mr. Phelps and I concluded'to go over to Wenatche and talk with
Moses and learn if possible of his intentions When we declared
our purpcose many b egged us not to £0ee.

and that

We left the fort (in the XKittitas) at 2 o'clock @AOBHO g fternoon
and were m the Columbiar iver six miles below the mouth of the
Wenatche., I.dian lodges were strung out on the op osite or north

side of the river as far up as we could see. “he plains were covered



with horses grazing, kept from wandering & f by an occasional

bider,
From the high range of hills a few miles north of the river we saw

dust rising and st eaming beér ind thé like the smoke from a
locomotive. The objects creating the disturbance were coming
toward the river and as we di mounted to watch theys oon came near
enough to the river on the opposite side for us to make out &
body of 16 warriors, their gun barrels flashing in the sunshine and
mking an interesting sight. They came down %o t e river tow ater thdir
horses and espied us; two canoes near by w:re hastily man ed and
most of the party embarked. “8 the canoes neared the shore I saw in the
bow of the first chidf Moses,
As he st pped on share we met hi . He looked searchingly at us
for a few moments and then asked us why we came. I told him that the
people in Kittitas and Yakima valleys had learned that he intended to
make war an the whites and many had left their homes
and moved into for tresses, the conditions were such that som act
el ther of the whitrs or Indians would cause war and having known
him for many years I felt it was not his desire to bring o a war with
all the bad results whida must necessarily follow, so we had come to
see him and talk over the situation without fear of being killed
by any of his men.

He told us to go up to Frank Freer's store at the mouth of the
Vienatchee and we would find Freer and ®am Miller there; we could remain
overnight amd on the following morning he with.som other smaller
chiefs would come and lmve a big talk. e rode on up and f ound the
Yreer brothers and “am Miller at their store feeling perfectly
safe.

lhe few miles we traveled,between the place we leftiioses and

the store, we counted 190 lodges and were told that avobb



In-no-mo-sech~a chief of the Chelans was encamped with 100
lodges a d still on up the river a short d3 tance were the Okanogans and
San Poils, numbering 150 lodges.06€

Moses camp of 200 kodges was at the present site of “aterville.

Each of these lodges would turn out six warriars, enough to have
swept our valley.

Moses was on hand promptly the next morning with the following chiefs:
Smo-hal-=la, of the Priest Hiver or ?ush-“a-na-pum, In-no-mo=-sech=a of the
Chelans; besides some smaller lights,

On the flat in front of the store were many Indians. I was told that
among those present were five Yez Yerces of Cpief ¥ seph's bands which
were at that time ret eating up the ;learwater in Idaho, followed by
Gen. 0.0. Howard, whom the Indians called Day=#fter~<omorrow. “oses
always received news fran the seat of war earlier than we did. Their line

of swift riding couriers would have been a credit to anyarmy.

Moses spoke first saying that he had no intention of joining his
cousin, Chief Joseph, in waging war on the whites which would only end
with the killing of ma:y on both si es and the humilitation of
himself and his people amd havin recognized the danger of small
parties or Individual indians comitting oubrages upon the whites he
had at the beginning of hostlilities sent word for all the I dians to
come to him at once. “ome Indians had thought the order meant war

and consequently on their way to join him had done as he fearedeess.



Coal Mining--failroads

..the Lake Cle Elumregionbegan to settle up. *pril 28 , 1883
‘homas L, Gamble came and staked off as a homestead the southeast
quarter of section twenty-six township tweniy north, range 15
east which 1s now & portion of the townzite of “ie &lum.

By him "Yalter J. Reed was induced to came in and take the claim
adjoining on the west. 'hese women were the f irst permanent
settlers in t he township but later the same summer C.P, Brosious,

i%g prospector amd located on a claim between “1e Elum' ~ake and the
site of “oslyn. e was followed by Chris “nderson, John “a:t and John
Stone .

nardly had %p, :amble completed his cabin but his attention was
vealled by lir. Brosious to the float coal found in the cvichnity
« Mr. Gamble was familiar with ti e mineral, coming from Pennsylvania
but he was however too busy with his own homeste:ding work.

Yeorge D. Virden and “illiam Br nam,the former of whom it is

claimed opened up what was ) rpbably the first deposit of any size

found in the county, a portion of what af terward became liine No. &

situated at fonald. “ut 1little development work was done the first summer
"Ih ref'erence tothe recent coal discoveries in the county we learn from

Messrs “amble and Masterson that the pre ent limits of the coal

field are the Masterson gulch, left fork of the “eanaway and “ake

Cle Blum, Thirteen locations have bce made by Seattle and Renton peo; le

and six quaters se tions by “essrs “chnebly, Smith, Bull,

Hdlters and others of Lllensburg.

Ugorge V. Virden and Nez Yensenlelong the honor of expboting the

TS
first coal from the “oslyn mines. ;he former took his out 1n a
sack and tried it inablacksmith shop in ®llensburg June 24,

1884, Jensenstarted with hs first load and throughout the whome

Summer made fortnightlyt rips with team and wagons sup lylng the Ellens-
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bury blacksmiths. #mong the seekers far hidden treasurer were Brosious and
Reed who together had the previous year discover.d the vein on
which Mine NO. 3 was later located. fhey met with little success in
1884 , finding only occasional s ecimens or broken ledges of poor
quality but during the spring of 1885 in company with Judge T.A.
Hgvares of Lake Cpelan they discovered the feamous hoslyn vein in
upuer Smith creek canyon.

Judge Navaree called the lorthern Pacific “ailroad!s attention to the
discovery of the “oslyn vein and succesded in inducing the company
to send experts to 1 ocate the Property and 1look over the field.
Nnne of the origim l discoverers were ever dire« tly recompsnsed for
the v aluable inf ormati on furnished the railway of ficials, Ihey could not
locate the find themselves as it was upon railroad land.

In May 1886 the Nocdthern Paci ic Com any's party made its appearance
in Kittitas county. ‘

fugus t 12,1886 active development workwas begun by a force of 18
men under the supervision of Yames Anderson., Simultaneously with the
prospecting partycame also a company of engineers, surveying for a
practicable route ofrom the main line a t Cle “lum to the coal fields
armd began work o the Roslyn branch. 2y November or December the r oad
to the mines was capleted am shipment of coal canmenced
at once and the r apid development o the region began.

Unfortunately the opening of the ﬂines gave rise to much litigation
between the rallroad company and the settlers. ihe companybegan
at once an efiort to secure possession of the entire distribt
buyin claims of s ettlers andcarrying them forsard to patent as rapidly
as the law would allow, Many persmms took advanta e of the situa ion by
acquiring inchoactive right to land in orderto sell to t he
railway at a good price. “ome claim netted their owners as high as

#5,000, Many bona fide settlers were forced to sell as they couild
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not prove up under either the homestead or pre-emption laws whent e
land was shown to vs8 mineral in char: cter and to patent the claims
under the statutes governing the disposal of such lands cost “:‘20
an acre in cash besides a specified amount of development.

Uf course the railroad company could not acquire the whole
dis trict peaceably armd in * ugust 1886 it contested the claims of
twenty-six settlers on the ground tha the land was mineral ami not
agricultural in charucter, of fering as evidence to sustain its cotention
the a fiddavits of H.E. Braham and “rchie Anderson, two of the
prospecting party s ent out the previous springe

In oarder to oust the settlers the coal company must prove that at the
time of filing on the c laims the settler knew of the existence of
mineral thereon, certainy a difficult task. *he cas wa: takend irectly
to the General “and office amd two yerars later was settled in favor ofthe
settlers,

Meanwhile the main line of the NP was in the course of
c onstruction thraigh Kittitas county,giving emo employment toall who
wisheua it, furnishing a market for the prodicts of the
agriculturists, distributing thousands of dollars in a county that had
therefors suffered through lack of a sufficient circula ting medium and
otherwise contributing almost immeasurably to the development and
settlement of the whole of south central “ashington.

‘hra ghout the entire year, 188W00U 1886 the company was ackive in
Kittitas county and the mountains towestward, p shing to canpletion
the connection between the two parts of the Cascade division.,

_uring theMll of that year the afforts to £111 in the gap became
especially strenous. In Octover , 13, 1886, the track had been laid
on the west side of the Cascademountains nearly to Hqt Springs , &
distance of thire 13 miles east of “agle u'o:r'ge and on this side the

track had reached McGinnis' s, twe ve miles from the ma il 0tQ® tunnell,
Yhen at lastthe gap was bridpged and trains began laboriously warking
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their way back and forth over t I» int®eSd6d interminable windings of the
switchback, the country emjoyed not only the blessings of
a transcontinental railway but 1ikewise a continuation of the
petiod of c ons rudtion for the great Cascade tun el kept men at work 669sta
constantly for years. The impetus given tot he territory at
lar ge by the c ompletion of the 1ron pathway connecting it with tie
ea t soon enabled it to knock successfully at the doors of the
federal union amd Kittitas conunty by reason of thef act that thelars of
1 s isolation were broken forever and owing tot he develoiment of its
mineral as (OddOAO&dd well as its agricultural and timber resources
was ready to t ake a . rominent place among the political div isions
of the larger “"ashington.

“entral washington History, Interstate. 1904,



Names,.Ellensburg

Natural place for cowboys to congregate and camp, natural too that
cowboy camp shoud d became site of a primitive mercantile estaulishment
©® J. Splawn's lo; cabin stare, HKobber's Roost. It passed in 1871
intothe h ards of John A, S,oudy and %illiam Pennis, the former aof
whom 1s the real author and f ounder of Ellensbur. Mr. Shoudy named it
Ellensburgh in honor of his wife but in the year 1894 the f inal h was dropped
through action of the postal depar tmente. July 20,1875 the f irst plat of
“llensburg recorded by John #. and “ary ®1len “houdy..“entral‘'@shington

history, Interstate, 1904,



Populaison

The entire population of what are now Yakima and Kittitas
counties probably did not exceed two hundred in 1865--'he
Central “ashington histoary, Interstate 1904,
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erries

It is also intere ting to no e the granting of the first ferry
license,

Yebruary 1, 1869 the board granted to Thomas J &nd James Jenkins
brother s, the privilege of operating a ferry on the Columbia at a
point one and a half miles above “olumbuas,

ihe board fixed the following rates:

footman 25 cents;man and horse ¥1; loose animals 50 centsg
wagon and span of horses of yoke of cattls ,3; each additional
span ¥ 1; sheep and hogs each 15 cents; freight per ton ¥1.,25
wood per cord ¥l.25; lumber per thousand feet ¥1,50

Tpe Central “ashington History--Interstate Pub. co. 1904,



Iprigation
1885=1889
All thesc projects naturally had the effect of encaraging
h ome seckers to come to the country eventhoughther was no a ssurance
that theywould ever ma erialize; but t e local project , that of
constructing 1_.ﬁe large irrigati g ditchwas muc more direct and
immediate in its effect.
The history of the Sunnyside canal scheme takes us back toabout
1885 when the filrst survey was mde.
f‘owever the enterpris e was not taken up in good earnest until 1889
when a number of persons experienc d in irrigation coneeived the
idea of buying up the lands of t he Northern Pacific company to the
suthward of North Yakima and cm & ructing a canal to water them and
alternate ‘sections belonging to t he government.
With this end inview they began sgain the work of surve; ng for
a practicable route, Lye vesult of the investirations of their
corps of engimsers is embodied in a report of chief ®ngineer J.D.
le Intyre yROsERs
e.Completed llOovem er 2, 1889,..
The result of this surveyingwas that on the 4th of December,
1889 the Yakima Canal and Land Company was organized
with a capital stek of one million dolsars divided
into two hundred tho sand shares,
lhe officers o the company for t he first threemonthswere
Wiglter i, Granger of ®t rfaul, precident; James Millisch, secretary
and #lvert Kleinschmidt of *“elena, treasurer.
Prevx.gous to making the surveys this company had obtained fran the
Northern Pacific company w8 an option for the purchase of
railroad lands in the Sunnyside regions

The success of McIntyre's survey a nd the substantial evidences

me ented that the enterpr isc was about tobe consummated lnduced the



Northenn facific canpany to make advances to the irri ation company lookong
toward an amalgamation of interests with the result that the NP took
two thirds of the s tock and lents its mighty force to the
urdertaking.
Ilpon the entrance of the NP into the company Paul Schultzé of the
lad department succeeded Mr. “ranger as president, the
latter taking the position of vice preesident and general manager
and upon his shoulders fell the g reater part of the burden of
meking & success of this giaantic industrial s chems.
The name chosen for the new corporation was the N;rthern
Pacific, Yakima and wittitas Iprigation dd8 canpany.
It purposed toc onstruct seven rese:voirs in the mountains and to vuild
me irrigation canal in Kittitax and two in ‘aki a county/
In order that no mistake might be mad® the services of
Willlam Hamilton IHall & famous irrigation engineer of
California were procured to verify the work of Mc¢. lMcIntyre
and to make fur ther surveys.
His report onthe practicability of the enerprise was favorable
and early in the year 1891 work on the great irrigation
system wus in progress. The companyb egan operations on the lower

of their two propojected ditches in x

akima oounty, one which
Qleft the Yakima river justbslow a gap vwhere the r iver
pinches itself between two high hills.
“t once an zagreement wasmade with t e farmers by which their
ditch known as the Konnewock was tobs owrsd by the company and en=
larged and extended so as to carry one thousand cubic feet of
water per second of time and serve 68,000 acres of land. "ork was
continued in the prosuection of this design until the main canal
was cons truced to nearly the 42nd mile post a:d man y late als were put

in and land salesmade, tlers frat

b
The first water was taken



canal in “pril 1892,

The next year operations had to be suspended owing to the
videspread financial depression and a period of not a little
dis tress among the settlers followed., But they had before them
what the farmers had accomplished under the Konnewock ditch and they
d d not lose faith, :hey clear d thelr land of the s ge brus ; they leveld
4; the placed water upon 1t and plantec fields of alfalfa, clover,
timothy, corn amd potatoes; they set out orchards of peaches, prunes,
pears, & ricots,cherries and applies and with the advent of
mrosperity came also an sbundantr eward of their labors., Central

Vashington, Interstate, 1204,
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