April 18,1961

Mrs. Leo Muoth, ‘arker Heights Woman's Club,
fote 2, fianato, vash,

Yappr dras, Muthe

Since your project of marking one o the historic fisherles is
one that has lonr-needed attention, 1 immediately d:d some resenrch se
you can detarmine even grecter significance,

1 am enclosing the additional background for your own Informetion., I
é1d not incldde that this was on the generul route of the Territorial
wagon road from wella walla to Steilacoom,

Mty 1 supgrest that when the time comes for unveiling, I suspect if
you would write Alex ~aluskin, chairman of the Yakima Tribal “Youncll and
a dir ¢t descendant of the Chief Saluskin mentioned, he might agre: to
assist. #nd [ wou d want suiteble notificetion of your plans so [ could

heve a story for our paper,

1 also wou!'d want to take r:-copnition thet this marking is linkecping
with desipnating ' Istoric sites for Yentury 21, and would want to have
it officially r corded on the records of the State Historical Scclety
of which T am a curator, e have a file of such material. I would ask
our dirsctor to dro» you a note of appreciation andwould also make a
geport of th's at the naxt board mestin~ of our Yelrime Valley Museum

oard,

_1f it happenecd that you had a club meeting at the time of unvelling
i{n some home in the repion, 1t may bo you could rnrevail upon Mr, Saluskin

to attend, address you briefly and then ali of you coulBd go to the site.

Please understend I &m sugresting this general procedure becautse
last weekend I wes at #Walla valla when the first marker, at the military
cemetery there, durin- VYentury 21 preliminsries, was unvédéled and it
worked out very nicely.

Porhaps this is all too a'bit‘ous . Anyway ! em happy to ba able
to helpe the research notes are appended.

Sincerely

Click B8selsnder
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fere was one of the salmon fisheries along the Yakima River, old
even when the “uniyside Canal Intake was built at the turn of Ehe
century., It was & natural fishery, with deep pools alon: the banlz and
strom = cvfrents from +hich indians di; netted steelhend in the early
spr ing and salmon durinj; the early summer and agein during the fall »runs,
They used s@affolings constructed in the present manner,

4 "ygkima Indian L‘mmtr'y" militery man of 1856 locates a winter mission
on the north banl of the river. lhe seme map shows the Xmemextien: location
of "A-Thh-Nem," or Ahtanum Aisuiqi, founded by the Oblutes of idary Immaeulat
order in 1847, on Ahtanum Ureek at the location of present restoration.
Yakira is svelled "yakama"' and the Naches iiver is spelled"™achess"on
the map,

Tre pre-daé fishery was a decp stretch of river near rapids close
to nresent Parksr Bridpe, called Ah-*ah-tum or Yecp Water, like & lake,
Here the Indiens dip-netted for the food fish.

At the locut ion of the dam in prehistoric times was locuted
subterranean dwellinzs. of peo le of whom ~~dilans living here and
Interviesed by tﬁp racific Rallﬁay “urvey marties of Territorial “overnor
Isasc [, Stevens in 1853-54 had no knowledge although their lodres :ere
built partially upon the ruins, “t only one other location in “entral
or Eastern +Jastington were sich xmm ruins found and these were on the
Yolumbia necr present tdanford. The ruins at this locztion, known as
early as 1840,were destroyed by construction of the intsle works without
the benefit of archaeological explorat ion,

The rldege towsrd the northeest :nd gdass leading to Moxee is
locat;on of Yonagld Pass, the old Fonnewock Pass, Konnewock is a word
unknown to <+ndians who crll-d the pass %MO8x Kee-wan-umpt. On the ridge

/

is the legendary canoe, left after the grent flood wh ch covered the Valley



-

in legendary days. Three times, accordinz to legend, has the earth besn
deﬁtrored, once by fire, once by wind and t'en by flood.

this region was also thehome area of the Saluskin family, whose
chiefs were descended from “e-ow-wicht, heud chlef of the entire region
and ‘who dled long before th Treaty of 1855,and #ho in turn had
- suececded an older chief by the samé name, This wes an area occupied by
the Pishwanapum, Rocky Yrounsd or iflocky Swoal Peonle, eone of the 14 tribes
and baads confedersted into the ‘skima ~ndian Yation who flshed along
the river as far north as theKittitas 'alley.

In land settle ment days th's was a part of *arker ﬁottom , Sometimes
called Plety Ylat, settled by & cettlemen, Willlam Parker in 1864. he
first settled in 1863 on Upper ~atus Creek, Farker, a devout, religious
man wore shoulder-length black hair., The cattlemen, “nﬁpés and #llen
used this region for cattle range in eariiest pioneer desys.

vapt, fobert Tunn, s Union Vetersn of the War of the Rebellion came to
farker Bottom in 1876 end lived s mile below the Xmk Bartholet “erry
near'where the later bridge wes built in 1889. # post office was
estrblished at ‘arker Bottom at “apt, Yunn's place in July, 1899 sond
Migs Theresa Dun: wes named postmaster,

G.S. Runkin and Alex HMcCredy sele cted an 80-scre tract and laid out
Parker townsite in Yctober, 1908 near the crossiig of the North “Yoast
and Northern Pacific r»ailroads, previously known és Parker Siding.

#4oross the river, toward Parker was the lon: hoise of old days

which the T-dians celled Ahlie-e or *owards the River,

(There 18 no necd to mo into the Mattoon cebin, Isasc Flint, Purdy £lint
and French store matrrial)
You would want only to sels ct for the wording of your sign some

highlirhts asloapg the following general lines, + believe:



Members of the VYakima Indien Nation, by their treaty right, still

dip net for salmon here at the ~unnyside Yanal Intake. This was one
of their numerous fisheries ellong the Ysk ima Hiver in pre-settlement days
and was called Ahwahtum, .litersl 1y, Yeep' ‘ater,

On the north shore of the river was located a mission, marled as
early as 1856 on a military map of 'The lakima “ndi n §owntry. it
was a wl nter =nission of the mein mission of the “ptanum on Ahtanum Creek,
built in 1847,

The “ailroad Survey parties of *erritorial Ycvernor 4sacc I. >tevens,
1853-53, found ruins here of subterranean dwellers, known to explorers
as early as 1840, rhey were of a type unknown throughout the Worthwest
except one location on the Columbié and were destroyed when the intake

was co 3tructed,

(And for your purpose, even the above wo1ld h ve to be shortened)





