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*h:s naper discusses three methods which have recently be n used to get
below the surface of p.ob ems of culturs change amon: Americun Indl ns, All
of tho methods relote to the same broad problen and each 1s an aprroach
throusgh chi dren in schoola, #:th this, similerity ceases, Tha first
aporos h ser s formal ans . ers to definite questions precisely rut., The
third seels frrzakxaarsarixipxidrfixkkrxgreaxkxxnEyxrx to discover not
answer  0 ave.t'ond bt wha®-the most Im ortant queistions themselves are,
The s«cond ap roach , wh!ch has been used by the writer dirin- the last
year,l es b twoen the other btwo,

Althourh all of these methods we ¢ used in coniectlon with Ame~icen Lidian
probleme , thseir significance is broader. The ch'ef - 'oblem of the Amer:can
Ind'an 18 si-ller to vhet we are meeting in many parts of the .orld ‘there

80~le of non-tec nologic:l cultures are in cont ct with a culture highly
technOIOﬂioal and usually devcribed as rEsmkkskkc "materialistic." ‘e know
Xx*kl.very 1ittle of what actually roes on in the minds of eorle di‘“erent
from o tselv u. “o-e xawsle siuch peoples have died out in cont: ot with
technolosicel culture. It is claimed, witho t adequate s:bstantiation,
th a4t other s have adopted it citﬁont Strain. In any case , many variables
are present, ‘he gubject of walues and motivatlions, difficult encuch kg in
itsell , 13 magnilfied in difficnity when we try to a ply it to ;eoples in

process of chenge. Althouzh certaln basis similarities are pres nt in
most ca es of cha
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most cases c” change, theve are a'so d fferences , and every case has to
be rega 'ded &8s in sone degree unigue,
l=Marga et *“ogd,(ed,) Cultural Patterns snd Technicnl ~hange,
Tensions and " esinology.Yeries (PBris: UYESCO, 1953),

2-Manning, “ash, "Introdicing Industry in Peasent “ocieties,"
“cence CXXX, k48 14566 -1462,

{p .%480)
Poth.in respect to the general problem and in rospect to the speclal

oqe:; ce h ve celat vely few gord exsmpraées of resew ch method.
¢f-var'ous-gvecific problems to he ap, roached in the case of # erican

x“ﬁ‘uﬁsg 20 8 8l me ton threce, They are of commnon concern in the three
studies disoussed.in this ;gper, F rst, in the attitudes of the I dlans
tosarcs “'te culture;how similicr opr dissimar :re different “ndian tribes,
and in what res;ects are thev simijar or dissimilar? Along with this, how
much do sttitudes srong +ndians &iffer according to age group? —econd,

15 the fact thw L - dlangt! adjustient t¢ economic 1life in white society
relatively poor cdue to lack of motivation toward such life or to difficulties
which arise in their efforts to work out the motivation? Th’rd, what are
the roble s of indian children, as they ti mselves see t'em, both in
generel and as comparedsith the problems of white chilidren?

The {irst ap-roach to be discu sed here rolates to the most snecific

of theee questiona, tie one last mentloned, and it is the simplest and
mos® direct of the three, “ev rsl -euars ago whut '8 known as the Mooney
Ypobler Yheeck List was deviskod and teated to discover the problems whiich
beget wh te sh’ld ¢n in school.3 This chotk list with slight adaptetions
was givea, in the fall of 1958, to 254 Iindlin boys in the favajo Yneclial
-rogram at ntermountain “Ychool, frighamx Yity, Utah.4 ihﬁaxxhaﬁkxiiat, The
AXERXAIERNEXuBUREuKE®Rs Nave jo “pecial “rorram is, in general, for

child - who have ha! few educstional advantages. “owe of them have resched

ten or twelve ysars of age w!thout knowin;: “nglish or learning how %o
i : ) . {
read. "he 2pecial fro-rasm gives s -:ch children intensive training, both



scedem’ ¢ and vocational, i1 five %o eight years, *“prroach to the prchlem
of these children was made simpler because the Mooney “heck 1 st had
already b en tested with white chiliren. There

5-Ross L. ' oney, Mooney Problen Check List (New York) “he
psycholopical VYorjporation, 1950},

4-Leo %, Frederickson, A “tndy of Pgrsoial Yroblems of Male Students in
the 8§ ecial Prosram epart 1ent  of ‘ntormountain School. Unpublished
thesis, utsh ~ta'se .nivers ty,(Logan, 1960).
(n 481 is e limitetlon of the usefulness of th s kind of questlonnaire
anproach, however, siice w8 ave not sure that a check 1ist of problems
used with white children will contain themost important problews of ‘ndian
shilldrens - 1t will, of .cour a, s ow OV fer the 1 oblems of whitech'! dren
cere 3 milu ly or d's'milarly mar'e d by +ndian children. Accept ing this

3

limit tfon, IV

[ ad

of interasst that the Indien children checked seventy
Bner oon e B nig1s than ke white cuildren of gimilar ago(p.65), and
that is the Ladlans! problems centersad aroand jobs and money,  hereas
kparkhax the chite children's problems centered around schonl work and
other matters (pp. 35, 45, 75-78).

v second stndy, the writer's own, which was much less specific, was
pased ma primarily on 582 essays written by indian children of the
Sophwest, sith 207 essays from white chi”dren forpurpose of com arisons
ine vouthwost wes chcaen becsuse it is the rrgion where Indisns are believed
to be as close to old ralues as tiey are arwhere in the state, with
the vo.s ! :le sxception of hlasla, *he study wes directed primarily at an
gnswer -to the @stion as Lo .hy - cians do ot suco ed better iIn the
econcmic « rid, They could, howecver, ha dly be askéd such a sucstion

d:rcetly, -nstead shortly before t e left school these children
we-n asked tc wr e an eagsy on "My Hopes for My Life on Len- ing School "

Mg sup - stions were given by the teachers, “he writer had nsed this lind
5

of approcach several times previonsly in underdeveloped reglons.



It was thotght that ;rob bly the ch.ldr.n wonld mention some alleciance
to 0ld *ndim v+lues and also say somethin; about their motivatlions touard
a job. +f the children had bren asked such questionsx d!rectly, howevep,
their answers migh* heve bren colored by the forms of the question, no
matter how cu-efu 1y they were put., “urthermorc, it was
, 5=Eliz,beth E, “ogt,"An aprroach to_the Mind of the Young -ndlan,
Jo'rnal of ®-ericen indian Zducation, 1(1961),17-23 “ce also ’]1zabrth
=, Hoyt, ”T%quisate, & Cull for a Science of Human Hffairs," Sclentific
Monthly; LXXI1 (Yebruary 1951), 114-119,

+(p 482)

importa t to !now what emphasis waes given to the different jolnts mentioned;

and t wug thought 1likely that the children might help bring

e

up somethings
cartinent to the ‘eneral su ject wh ch the writer ha ' not thought ofx at
all,
*he eustavs we'e a surprise, “early every child mentioned b or

importance of job, ancno child mentioned old dianex cultural values
s gnch, *hus 't would smeem thut motivution to job was strengly rresent
and that old "ndlan values were not important obstacles., -“evsrtheless, the
fach re aine that L dian children were not very successful in the
econo=’c aorid of wh'tes, 1t was an unexpected contributlon to the easays
that a gcod many children indi ctly disclosed why their economic
suceeus might turn ut to be very grea. *hew Lnew little about whst jobs
existad«and m ght be o en to them: the~ ¥new little abhout necessary
tra"ang. for jobs, and a gonod many of them had discounted in advance
their chance3 of success, "I hope ! don't tura out a tremp." "I dom'!
want tc be a strset walker,” "1 might be a2 hebo,™ rt is of much inte-est
tat emphasis on thenroblems of job in the essays conforms to what Frederick-
son fornd ~bout roblems In the guestionnaire.

Althongh 8he papers did not mention old [ndisn cultural vslues as such,
they d: mention , and frequently mentioned strongly, the children's

pffect‘on for parents,and less stroaply their affections for the tribe,



It is clear that these affections might also stand bet.oen thech®ldren
and success in Lhe world cutside the resevvation. ;his was an unexpe cted
‘evelation of the essaya. Themitchell study, which 1s discusacd below,
indicat s however , thatthe emphasis on family found in the writer's study
aodld nhe far- from typical of children of a1l Ll-cdian tribes.

The limitution ¢f the essay apr-oach, as compared with the guestlonnal re
acproach, 1s of course that ° the essay ap roach itis harder to check
defin ' te points & ch the i-vestigator ha s in minc before he besins. On
the oth r hand, t' e virtue is that the children themselves bring up the
points that are reuent in tieir minds and the rmphasis is theirs,

(p 475

4 € x

he thix approach to ne discussed isa frae writing test. ¥t is
moth b oader in scope than the ther t.uo and so ght not so much to
angwer questions as to dlisco er what questions were most sipmificant and
in noged of further atudy. £t wa s et up originally to tesl the writing
ability of children in Indian schools throa-hout the United “tates, including
alaska, ‘or th s purpose ea:h chi.d was bigen a picture of a scene with
+hich he was presimed to be fomiliar., Thepictures wers not miform
becanuse the-child en's -experliencos w re different; but they contnined
gnmethiilz of ~obth the o d and thy re., s ch as tndians and whites of
different ages, scar,tradng station or a Ciliin= station, 8 man on
horsebe.ci, a gorden , or a dog. fhe children we e asked to deicribe the
pictire, 0.t of a total of mny thousand essays, two hundred from eech of
the twelve tribes were chosen by roper sampling methods; one hundred
f -om yo n-er an ¢ ) und ed f°cn clder children. —omparisons among tri es,
and bet een age-groups wlithin esch tribe, were wade according to several
cttege 88 including the natu e of ‘the attack on the problem, that is,

whether the nictu-e w&8 discussed asa whole, &3 the contrsgot hstaesen old

and new, or whether n an1l - e ot
’ v h particulur det ils were pointed out and tre:ted singly,
d 3 R
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Algo 1t was noted whether farily und ruce wera commented on, and if wms
aizmxxnkRAXRHoERY¥Xfa 80 whether race consciongness wasg agvident; whether
there- were comnents on economic transuctlions surgesied by the picture,
Su:< as «ho were owners, .ho were enrlovees andxkmexxike what the
relat fon was betueen em lover and emp oyed. A further cstegory was whether
the essays pave expression to a rehensions, and if so what kinds of
apprenensions: also vhether such emotibns as pleasure, anger :'n. fear were
connected with the picture itself andﬂ or with the purposes and sctlvities
of *he neople in the picture., Lt was granted thst a considerable elament
of ersonal judgment is present 1 such Intsrpretst lons; the weakness
of t¥is s modified if the cases are many and the interpretations are

chenked by other nv stiretors ag was the :@se in this study,
] d

sty y J. Mitcgell," Attitudes of -adian Yhildrea as iavealeﬁ tn ¥1e8
Writing fests,” Uarublished study. iy

(r. 484)
8
*he resyonse o’ the tribe  wad by ugr-giow B were subjected Lo tests

of st t st cal s xrEEXusx signinifica ce, Differeincrs by tribe wore found,

In snve caue , Lo ho ery breut. ~omse

(o]

T thee 8 ffereaces undcoubtediy
existed amoni tribes before the white man came: but others, including
thise laveolvinz white men, wers presimsbly at least in part due to exyeriences

of feirly race 't orisin, Most regent mention of family was found anong

€

toe wavajo (10i}; Llaska group 75 , and Puebles, (59); least frequent
ﬂeqtioh was made of thls among the “hemawa (26) =and the Chippewa (14}
Consceobouzness o differec in race a ;esrel to be least amon: thnae
ho hud sesn white men least and also amnong thesme who had besn them
most,
"hile many of the differcnces of resnonse among tribes eall for Further

study, ce tuin differences betae-n the tuo age-groups within tho same
tribe call for it also, [t wo 1d aprear thst in some of the schools
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children were develoring differ: Lly from ad at a fuster rate
growth then in others. “hether these differences in s parent rate of -
growth of latereut and meturity :re due to the school, tho tribsl
situation, or something else, we do rot know,
one of the woat aterssti-g things wh ch the study revealed was that

the tribass «h ch gave the &strongis! ;’essure responses we'e also those
which gheoaed thefewest plessur res;onsés were thoss which expressed the
smallest number of moyfqh nsio s, this obviously sugiosts that pleasure

a1d & rrehenslon are both parts of s similar feeling situation, which
affects the Intensity of both emotions. Put the reasons why the expression
of freling 's mich strongar in scwre tribes than in others we do not know,

e M&tﬂ\el study do s not, in its implicetions, in any way

tavalidete tho findings of th- Fredericikson study cr this writtr's
gtudyve it e mply -that tlierc may be many morc problems in the
3 tuations stud’ed than weee brcught out In the Fredericksonand the
wr terts findings. Fop exanple , the [7disn children of the Fdad
Fnedericl son study may have ha 8 gnificant problems that do not
apnear on the Mooney robles “hockx (p 485) List #1so the ohlildren .ho

wrbte "My Hones for My rife,”

may for varions reasons ,have left a
gre -t many significant thinmgs unsaild. furthermore, theditchell study
g orashs special cautionin ass ming thit the fuchbs foudd with one
Indtan groupx-are alao true:of others,

. «Americans ave gometires ac used of helieving they Inow the

m swary ,-uhen they do not know even the questions. As the Mitchell

)% dvy cles 1y shows, the jusstionkm comaes fi st,



