Rajilroad - _ L

lorthern Pacific.

Pew notes an dates regarding Nar thern Pacific from files
of Washington Farmer, 1884-85,

“martered July 2, 1864,

Pelt 80 miles wide, equivalent to 74,000 square miles, 42,360,000
acres equivalent to six llew Lrgland s'ates and llew Jersey,;;iven
in grants.

conecta. with Oregon Navi ation and “ailway Co., at Wallula
Junction, ®epte 9, 1883, |

Track reached old Yakima, Yecember 17, 1884 (no story about
celebrating arrival of the mailroad,.)

oo'land today,(Christmas) last rail 1laid to New Yakime."

856 nmiles fron Ainsworthe

Duluth to Yakima entire route,

F.rst dirt ﬁxrned at Duluth, February 15, 1878, near Thompson

Junctionese.
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Railroadeyakima Lity

The “oldendale Sentilen says - "The first groest mistake of the
eiti.ens of ~akia wa: in advancing tliiﬁo price of building lots to

more thanthey were worth in the belief that the railrvoad was
going to malle them a large ecity and they would get »ich fram
the sale of their loty, phus kceping out purchasers and driving

men away fram locating among them who Wwuld otherwisve have come

and =ie thelr towm so rich and large thett he railroad company

would rot have dared to at.empt tieir Bestruction," January
1885, , f

/



Yakima Valley 1867

Lake Kitchelas; W.T.; Sept . 8; 1867

I am writing this letter on the banks of Lake Kitohelas; Just
80% miles from Puget Sound at Seattle, The scenery; ge men and the
scientific imetrumextx implements I see around me are/the most ominous
character; and cause my mind to jump the next 5 years; and dealing with
imaginationé as fact; I see on the sign in large letters over the wagon
which is being constructed within a few feet of me the words "Look Out
for the gngine When the Bell Rings."™ I hear "All Aboard - Lake Kitchela:
Station" from the mouth of our gentlemanly conductor; and " 'ere's the
New York Herald; Times and Tribune; only 6 days from New York;" lustily
announced by some Juvenile newspaper monger, You may :I.magine; reader;
who and what I see around me, Yonder; leaning against a great pine;
which has for centuries swayed to and fro, and through whose branches
the wind has howled mournf‘ully for as many years, is Mr, Jared S, Hurd
with pencil in hand, calculating the altitude of his last day's survey;
in another direction stands compass and tripod; here is one sharpending
stakes; and beside the fire is a group laying wagers as to how
high above the waters of the Sound they have been that day. They are
a surveying party in the employ of the Northern Pacific Railroad companj
I begin now to see the fulfillment of my prophecies about the great
transcontinental road; which in connection with the ocean route to
China and Japan shall in an almost incredible short space of time build
up a city on the Sourd that will rival and eclipse the Golden
City of faxiformadt California,..

It will be expected that something should be said about the
comparatively unknown valley of the Yakima...

We struck the main Yakima valley about 35 miles distant fram
Umatilla, 7The portion lying nearest the hills, for its entire J.ength



Yakima Vglley 1867 (P. 2)

is covered with sagebrush 4nd for the first eight miles the same
extends close to the river. The soil however is rich and if irrigated
would rapidly give way to a more serviceable growth. Three miles
above the ferry (#llen's) commenced good land covered with a hea vy
growth of grass and I regret to state that at this point; on the south
side;'. of the river; also commences the Simcoe Indian seservation, It
follows the Yakima to its junction with the Itanum; thence up the
southwest bank of the Itanum,.. By what rule of right the best portion
of land of a country; in vhich good land is scarce; is devoted to

a race who neither live upon; hunt upon or cultivates is beyond my
comprehension,.,,

At the western end of the valley the river bends a little to the
nort:hward; ard passes through a canyon about two miles in length,

Then comes %horp's valley; obtaining its name from Major Thorp; who
has resided there for 6 years...

Leaving ‘horp's valley the river passed through another canyon and
agaln we find ourselves in another valley; about 5 miles long
and nearly the same in width...

The river at its entrance to the last valley makes a bend to the
northeast and passing for many miles EexihexmmekeastoxamixprraingmRER
through a series of high bald hills turns again to the northwest and
enters the Kitatash valley... I found no sagebrush on it. It d4s as fine
a grazing country as I ever beheld... The Indians raise good wixie
wheat; corn and potatoes and 4s soon as a market is provided it will;
undoubtedly; be thickly settled...

Itanum == This river is about 100 feet wide, All along its banks
are fourd dense groves of timber and these in turn skirted by some of
the best land out of doors. There are about 5 or 6 families located on



Yakima Valley 1867 (P.3)

the north side and room for 50 more...

4

While I was in the valley 8 settlers arrived, some with families
and a large quantity of stock., Some Germans are examining t;g}salley
with the intention of cultivating the grape.x

I stopped at the house of Major Thorp...He numbers his horses and
cattle by hundreds,.,.Although shut out from society he has not forgotter
that there is a word on the outside, He patronizes liberally the
leading newspapers; and has & large and selected library,...

The Seattle road through the Snoqualmie pass is being pushed
rapidly towards complet.ion; but I am of the opinion another appropriatic
will be required before it reaches open country, Messrs, Manchester
& Co....have cut out and operned the rcad to the summit...The trail is
now in a fair traveling condition.

Expressman Parsons will make a trip from Umatilla to the Sound in
a few weeks and if business will Justify will continue to make
trl«weekly trips during the winter,

== Intelligencer (Seattle) Oct. 7; 1867
from Columbia Press
Name of writer not stated in Intelligencer
(Article also includes a Yikam lengthy itinerary of travel

from Umatilla through the Yakima valley to Lake Kitchelas,)



Railways
A Railroad Center; North Yakima is Destined to be the Inland
Metropolis. Irrefutable F:cts Leading to This conclusiorn--Economic

Grades through the nunt=zin passes.,

"Tonographically speaking, Verth Yakima is the best located in

the ‘errit ry for a railroad pnoint. It comwands all the passes from the
Yakima river to the Sound. 2 glance st the map of the Territory will
show that the Yakima river empties into the Columbia in Township 9,
north of range 29 east and hax its source some one hunired and fifty
miles to the northwest in the very heart of the Cascade mountains, A1l
its main tributaries come from the west, to -wit:Natchez, Ahtanum
and Topnish, all of which head well up on the sumit of the Ca=cades
and have easy grades to their sources,

North Yakima 1s situated betwemn the largest two of these tributaries
ie., the Natchez and ‘htanum; one mile from ths mouth of the one and
four miles from the mouth of the other,

The Nutchez pass is 28 miles shorter from the Yakima
river to the Scund tran any other nass ever surveved:; it has a
narrower river to bridge and easier grade to run than any on
other surveys tc the Sound. The surveys made b the Northern Pscific
railroad will substantiate these facts. This pass wes the most
favor gbly recomrended 'y the Northern Pacific engineers and would have bee
adopted had not the question of land controlled, The larger double S crook
made the more land the company got.

Some twenty m'les from Vorth Yakima the Tietan river emnties
into the TMatchees fpom a southwestern d irection. The south fork
of the lietan can be followed by an economic railroad grede to the
summit of thes Cascades and once on the summit the choice of routes
is offered to descend on the west side, either by th Crwlitz river or

down lewis river. Bumpin river, andbher branch of the Natchees has its



source in the same pass with one of the main heads of the Cowlitz river.
By the Ahtanum river North Yakima com andc the Lewis river nass

and probab'y a pass by the south fork of the Cowlitz, this later however

is not certain,

The topnish is 8AAGHASOODEA4DBMAd not feasible for a railroad for the
re-son that the Klickitat river lying west of its source flows south at
nearly right angles *c the flow of the Topmish,

| Beyond question then, North Yaki a contrcls all of the passes by
the Natcheez and Ahtanum rivers and their numerous tributaries. But that
is not all. A railroad from any point on the Co umbia river to
the Sound cannot run through or across the Yakima valley without passing
through Yorth Yakima, 1wo facts demonsrate this. Firest, there is no place
north of Yakima where a railroad can cross the divide betwe n the
“o'umbia and Yakima rivers; and second, North Yagkima commands
all the passes to the Sound as hefore stated.

The Yakima river is about 150 miles dong and its westemn source
in Lake Keechelus, is about 5% miles from the Columbia river, For nearly
half the length of the Yakima river the two rivers'run nearly parallel,
Tre divide then, or spur between thece two rivers, is long and narrow:
the righest point of it is called the Peshastin mountains anc the
whole divide is but a spur of the C-ccade mountains, From actual surveys
across this divide, of wrich there have b-en many, the least
grade obtained north of North Yakima is 280 feet to the mile, an
i practicable grade for a railroad. This shuts off all chance of a
railroad into the valley north of this point.

From North Yakima there are two routes to the Columbia river--
first down the Yakima river ninety miles as the WNnrthern Peﬂjfié
raiiroad now runs, and second, directly eastward through the T'oxee
pass thirty-four miles to the Co umbia river,reachigg the river at the

foot of Priest rapids, the head of steamboat navigation. This is a



prefectly practicable route from an econor’'~ grade standvomnt,
Thus by again consulting the map it will be seen in
connection with these facts that V_rth Yakima commands every railroad
pacss for balf the length of the territory, north and snuth,
0.E.D.-North Yakima is the best located city for a railroad point

in the territorv--Yakims Herald, Thur<day, ‘ebrusry 7, 18%0,



Savw Plockads

Rgilroad

For twenty two days the Oregon Railway & NavigAtion Company's
lines alag the Columbia hove been blocked. ’

'_Lhousanc“;s of men have been employed snoveling snowa nd earth
avalanches that slid from the mountains,

On ‘ednesday tle track wa clearedby the Chinook thq the Fa mer
prayed for lasht issus,

Tracklaying on the railwaynoar Yakima was suspended in order
t hat the force m ;ht assgist in raising the blockade.

The Boverment Vamissioners Ve%itt Clinten "heeler of Wow
York, R,3, Langdon of linneapolls and 41ex “cVonald of lew York
ap-ointed by Ppesident “rthur to € xamine the remmants of the
track to Yakima left Portland en route here and werc among
those blocladed.

Paul Schulze lard comnis:ioner amd J .H, Ncllaught, attorney of the
NP rr started from here to meet amd comarlssioers and were blockaded.

Hundreds of other pas sngers were in the sanie fin und Lidianswero
paid ¥10 per day to pack provisi mms8 1 them on 8now sShoe s,

‘he sheep that ere on ome bloclkaded train were purchased f ran
“essrs L.0'Brien amd J.C. Daily of Klickitat a‘hdw 1rcbeing talken to
Portland, '_*'hcxre was one car load o cattle ancl. ore. of hogse The
ho s dled , the cattle were dumped into the ‘)r}ush to wouse end
the shecp were all butchered, two carloads, uponwhich t he
passengers were partially subsistinge

Somany wrocks werermsde tha the 1D had but one available
locuiotive lefte

~uver threethousand men were amployed in maising the
railroac blockade, working under great disadvantage far threo
TcekKS . l

The Washington * armer, Janwary 10, 1885,



Saloons on R,R, Land

All saloons on both sides of the Cascade mountains on the
line of the Northern Pacific railroad and on government land have
been served with notices to quitm business; says the Kittitas
Localizer., The saloons at the east end of the turnel are rot
or govermment land, The order was not made against them,

4 ¢

== Partlami Oregonian, Oct. 25, 1887



Railroads

The receints for freight coming over the "orthern Pacific
railroad for October were $325,000, more than four times the
amount for the corresronding mo th last year, The total freight
receints of the road for the month were about %3,000,00N-~Yakima

Herald , Wovember 7, 1RRG,



Railroads

:Lhe America “xpre Ss company, probab'ly the largest doingbusiness
in the United States” is to establish an office in North Yakima
and be ready for business with the opening of the transportatlon
work of tle liorth Coast rai lway.

4n agent of thecomany has already been here and made tie necessay
preliminary arragements a nd when he left expected that the office

would be opened about March 20-Yakima lerald, ®arch 8, 1911,



a railway in here from the south and the M lwaukee was building east of here
Later Splawn and I managed to secur $5,000 in earnest money on a 1l0-day
conditional sale contract. N.C. Richards eame in a few days and after
tnvestigation agreed to take ths system'at the stipulated price. All
men who subseribed the $116,000 fund and the banks who put
up he $%0,000 were paid back in full."
“We did not know w o had purchased the system, neither did we
know the road being built up the valiey was the property of the
Union ‘acific. After several months the facts were generally known,"
Rankin concludes,
The second bo d of the transportation com any econsisted of Dr.
Richard Fletecher, Rankin, Alex Miller, A.E. Larson and W.P. Sawyer, Richards
The Union Yacific figured the local road could be used as a feader
system and with that in view took it over. The road has grown
from 3 to 42 miles at the present time. E.N. Kenley was the first
engineer and was the man who laid out many of the present lines.
g continued as engineer under the new management until his death in
1911.
Dyring this time N.A. Gilman, actdd as the first assistant
engineer, later becoming the en@@dd®érdd city enginecer . Kendey was
zucceeded Dby William Bakery F.S..Drake held the position following Baker
and in 1918 Walter S. Howard, present superin endent, came here,
R.B. Oswink auditor, came about the same time and with Howard
has remain-d with the street car company since. ..
That the faith of the early men was well founded is shown by the 1923
report. D,ring the y=ar 1,158,884 passe gers rode on the cars. The
total reven:e for the year was $182,612,--Yakima Republie, April 5, 192%,



“he first railroad built at the Cascades was a car tram, drawn

by mules. It was built in 1850 or 51 andowned by Pradford and COompany.
There was also a mule road on the Oregan side of the river
owrsd by Col, Buckle. It extended from the Cascade Locks down to Lfagle
Creek,
“% the t ime the roads were in operation the first steam craft
came on thte waters to play between the Cascades and l':‘he Dgiies,
“he was an iron hull ooat, 50 feet long Bk the “#llen and was captained

by Giadwell. ®he was wrecked on a0 8 bar near Hood “iver.

The r8 xt boat was the Mary and the third the “asco, built in 1854,

Daniel an Putnam Pradford financed by J.P. Flint of Panfrancisco
built t e first pa tage railroad on the L'olumb:i.a at the Cascades in
1851, It was on the “ashington side and they operated the steamboat
“ary above the Cascades and the Bell e on the lower river with no
canpet ition until the appear ance of Yol. Joseph S. RuockDdd fuckel who

became a part owner in the Yashion. He located at the Cascades, built
a portage on the Oregon side and allied himsel(f with the builder of
tk® second steamer sbove the Portage, the “asco,.

The mules were driven tandem fashion, thre e or four being used as the
load required. One passenger car wa. provided which hed & roof. The

rails ﬁere_ fir, partly faced by strap iron,

lhe Oregon Portage Railroad wa the me which brought tthe f irst

locomotive tot he Nr;rthwest. "The Pony" as it was callied was the first
locomotive built on the pacific coast. I, was builtin Sgan Francisco
byOtka OyQdodid I 630ddd It had a habit of spouting mter and cinders
from its stack which ruined the ap.earance of passengers who did not
keep under cover, ‘he Pony was takenback to San Francisco after two

yars service in Oregon ard helped level the sand hills of the citye.



Trans pértation

Railrocads-Ferries

£ortland, Or, Jane 5, 1905v&Governors of three states, Oregen,
Washington and Idaho drove the last spike of the DPalles-Yelile
portage £8Py railroad 5aturday whenthe dream of & qua ter of a
contury was realizdd and the link between the I_‘jland Empire
and the Ccoast was completed,

Gov. #loert E, Mead of "ashington; Yov. uem-ge E. Chamberlain of
Oregon and Sove Frank R, .Gooding of Idaho_'attanded the ceremonies
and helped strike the blows that finally c ompleted the poriage
railroad. 0909 Fully a thousand people me de the journey to the 1%
1little town of Celile tow itness &he historic event,
pa ties golng from Portland by both boat and spieial train
and & large party coming from “ewiston on the steamer, Mountain

bem ®



Inmigration
Railroads

The ilorthern ¥acific w1l in a few deys issue & new tariff
showing reduction in rates on omigrant moiables in car loeds

fram St +<aul and tilnneapolis te all pointe m the nain 1line in
Washington “erritary and Qregon amountin to 33 13 per cent

This per ont will equal a redw tim of 300 rer car lpad to some
pointse. This is claimed to be one of tle results of the é:i’."orts
of Mesgsrs, Oakes and Hanafard at the ke etings of he transkontinental

assoc iatian=-The W shington Famer, ‘bb. 7, 1885,

;’rha Northern Pacific R.R. company anaounc s drough the ir
gener al freight agent, J.M. Béndd Harpaford, that the rmates f‘rom
Yortland to Yaekimm willbe as follows from mow to Dece. 3lst, \1885.,
First classil.88; second clars® 1.69; third class, 4@3..42;
Fowth clanss , $1.82; A, $1.18; B, 85 ctu, © 45 ctSe \
"Reshipped goods fram Portlamd to Yalima $1,10 that is freights

arrivel at Portlaml fran the cast over the lorthern Pacifice
Yefare the advent of railway our me chants r eceived their
supplies fram Portland via the Dalles, the aversge tariff being
75 cts a hundred cmr; the O.R. and N,R.R. Lo The Valles and fram
t hence by Vagm 1450 in summer and 200 per hundred in winter.
The total average now by all rail haul 1s ¥1,40 fron
Portlarnd e
A laat fond farewell to the prisirie s chooner fram here
te the Pallos,
Adieue #dlen 'tis a lonely ward. ®Mve us that good old ward that
comes from the lhewrte Good, bye, “o0d byee== The "ashirg ton

Parmer , February 14, 1885,



Seattls Post-Intelligencer,
Sunday Dec. 20, 1925
map and story

Seattle's hintétland, a mighty empire embracing an El Dyrado of water ,

powar, agriculture and industry within 200 miles of the Queen Cstyis

£i11 ng its golden horn with a tremendous develorment involving more

than $125,-000, an unprecedented program that will add untold

miliions to the wealth and population of the state.

Seattle has barely r alized the beginning of anothe epoch at its very
doors in which the hand of man and machinery is reaching out to bore railway
lines through mighty mountains and harness swift snow-fed streams for industri
power and agricultural development of arid w:stes.

Her is fullfilment of the dreams of pioneers, cherished since the
portentous landing of Seattle's founde s at Alki,.

One of the lamgest railroad tunnels in the world; power dams and hydroz
electric development, railway electrification, a new industrial city; expandir
irrigation disticts; added railroad construction and new highway bridges
across the dogumbia river,

In sheer magnitude thenew Great N rhhern Tunnel is impre.ive. The great
bore through the Cascades, eight miles in length, will eliminate fou miles of
present tunnel, six miles of snowsheds and several miles of curves. At a

cost of more than #3,001,000 , the saving in upkeep of snowsheds if expecte



to pay the interest on construction costs at the same time édding to the

efficiency of railroad transportation in Waestern Washington,.

Linked with this massive project is the Great Nporthern program of
ale trification of a part of its line west of the mountains involving
$8,000,000 . Work on the project was begun last summer from S;ykom sh
to Yascade tunnel and wil be resumed next spring. This is just the first unit
of tha Great Northern electrification program. The $10,000,000 Chelan
power project will supply power for future electification work on the Great
Nor thern systeme

Anplication for a license to build th Chelan dam is before the federal
powse comission. Np serious objection was raised at the application hearing
recently held at Wenatcheea.

...To the southeast of Seattle at the fringe of its agricultural
hinterland on the Columbia Riv r another eoch in empire building is
proposed--the Priest Rapids hydroelectric and irrigation project. The
powsr development contemplates a power dam, generating installation and an
electrical i dustrial city involving a total outlay of $60,000,000.

Federal license to go ahead withthis plan has alr ady been granted to G:en.
eral electric company interests. Coincident with this is the $10,000,000
Priest-Rapids Highlands Irrigation proposal embracing 100,000 acres

to begin when the power dam is completed. In the same vicinity the Hfrthern
Pacific has surveyed a $4%,000,000 cut off from Connell to Priest Rapids where
a crossing over the powar dam 1is planned for a new route from Priest
Rapids westward, which irprovement will shorten the N:rthern Pacific haul
from Seattle to Spokane about 75 miles.

An important adjunct to the highway chain of the state is the proposed R
$600,000 Vanage bridge which will r eplace tha Vantage ferry on the Synset
Higlway. Funds for this construction have already been provided and bids
are now being advertised.

Tying together the transcontinental railroadsof the state, a license has

geen granted to the Wena tchee Southefn Railroad for construction of an interl



3
linking system with the Union Yacific from Wenatch3e to Kennewick to
cost $4,000,000.
Of agricultural importance s the state is the $3,600,000
Kittitas Irrigation project which will bring under ens system
thousands of acres dry farmed or previously watered in smal  units.
Work on the first unit to ost $750,000 will begin early in theyear. A ressrw
supply of water for emergency during the period of iow water in the rivers wi.
always be available for tis and other projects in the Yakima valley from
the great Rimrock dam, completed a few months ago by the federal government
at a cost of $4,215,0001
irrigation proe
Map=-Priest Rapids highland $10,000,00
NP cutoff from Cgnnell $4,000,000-- Cuts straight across.. didn't
materialize,
‘riest Rapids and I,dusrial “ity $60,000,000 didnt' materialize.

Yakia to Priest Rapids h ghway--didn't materialize.,



Railroads

The Great Northern is steadily pushing forward itsline to the
Sound.

Since Janvary lst more than 176 miles of track have been laid,
making 440 miles comnleted westward from the Junctim with the
Helena line near Assihiboine, Mont. and bringing the
present terminus to the Pend d'Oreille river, 1,442 miles west of St
Paul and about 45" miles from Portland.

There sti11 remain severalhundred miles to be trasversed over
this state, including the crossing of thpcascadezange, but it
seems to be the intention to complet the line durine thepresent
year,

The track layers working from Kalispel, Mont. west and
from Sand Point, Idaho, east, met April 28, This com letes
437 miles of the P-cific coast extension of which 261 miles were
built in 1890 and 1801,

A gap of about fortv-five miles remains to be comnleted between

Sand Point and Spoane-Yakima Herald, May 19, 1892,





