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‘Wapato teacher Javier Aguirre congratulates Manuel Bravo after the student did well on an oral English test he had failed thi
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A long and successful journey

Wapato teacher

offers himself

as example for migrant students

By GREG TUTTLE
1 e Horad-Reguitic

APATO — It doesn't take much

for Javier Aguirre to put himself
in his students’ place.

The 40-year-old Sunnyside man knows
all too well how difficuit it can be to try
and learn from a teacher who doesn't
speak the same language — let alone
make friends at sehool

He knows how it feels to attend as
many .!:-honls as it takes to get through
the 12th gr

He kl\m\&\lm shame.

Aguirre also knows, \hmugh ms own
experience, that success for nt stu-
dents is not only possible, but |JmlJ.|h\n
given the right commitment by schools,

e students

red through pov-

ng lfestyle and 1 eame out

somewhere at the other end of the tun-

nel. I came out a teacher.”

rre has taught English as a Second
2 at

e f
‘migrant A gt the Lmr skills
they need to suceeed in school.

But before becoming a teacher, Agu-
irre worked a_myriad of jobs. He has
been a Peace Corps voluntaer [n Colum:
bia, the administrator of the C Art

oL warker
He is a

and private eS8 OwWner,
Tegular opinion writer o
publication called

Baaies Losii i1 example
“I've lived through the bigotry and

r the Yakima County Supe-

He also has picked fruit and veg:

etables In fields from Oregon to Texas.
The seventh-born in a family with 14
Aguirre’s journey from the

e classroom has been a long

s left Mexico for Texas in
1946, With fiva childron the family sele
ed i Sacarro where Agulrces futher
worked on a dairy fars

BER ot [ evi panra s tsias

r the Aguirre family were not bad.
Javier was born in 1952.

While still an infant his father lost the
airy Job and to make ends meet the
mily picked cotton. Javier attended the
Sacorra public school until the second
grade when the family moved to EI Paso.

There Aguirre’s father found a job in a
smelter, but lost the job when he was
burned 'in a fire. The sight of his father
in the hospital is one of Aguirre’s most
viyd early childhood memorles.
member going to see him in the

his le body was

e lost his job for
There was no workers' compensa-

When he was in the fourth grade the

family sold everything and traveled with
12 other families to Woodburn, Ore., for
the strawberry harvest.

The entire family worked In the straw-
berry fields, Aguirre remembers, and he
didn't get the chance o return to the
fourth grade Uiat yoar, At te end of the

o family, now with eight chil-
iren, purchased & 147 joep 4nd headed
for Arizona.

When they arrived in Chandler, 4\rll-.
the prospects for work were
irre remembers the family being a
proached n & porking Jot by & Methodist
preacher who offered his father a job
and the family . home If they would join
his congregatio:

“All we kncw l\lm as was the preach-

t!;‘ut. i:m wanted of us was that we go to
c

But as was to become a pattern, the
family soon had to leave Chandler when
his, father's job ended. This time the

(See TEACHER, Page 4€)

e

Originally published in the Yakima Herald-Republic on April 26, 1992

Click here to read the rest of this article.




MR 2 & uez
VANIMA HERALD REPUBLIG

Laeal History

| TeaCher/ from Page 1E

ﬁmIIy moved to California where
e'.vh once again find work
i.n nﬂnld

they arrived in Modesto,
Gllll‘ Mﬂlm said he remembers
his father stopping in front of a
small garage and proclaiming it
their new home.
“He said this is where we are
staying. My mother started to
b=t

For two months the family
worked in a peach orchard,
moved north to Livingston to
wvrk u:: grape harvest. The Agu-

lived in a camp with 30
mmllic: and Javier made it to
school. He was In the fifth grade.

“My dad sent us to school. He
made dnmwm we got up to

catch the
By ww Aguirre was finding
cess in nehool‘ despite
hls ln:k oI Bnl langu;
skills. No one in his family s
English and he mby the best he

mld

nce again the family moved,
lhls time to Salinas to work a
broceoli harvest while living in a
labor camp. ARer broceoli they
cut cabbage, then moved to Cor-

Idn wheve Aguirre’s father was
| hired as

a cotton gin operator.
l’&:e !amnlly l;ud g-mll trailer
with no plumbing. rre en-
teredl.hemulgrau-
;;Wei hd u.:dre two. .nm-tm
Sedpiasdun & moved
understood why.”

the er’s prope
Jlm tlme all lbe mi.m children
attend school at the same

school and reading at the
-grade level.”
Part of the problem, he said, is

that schools pass students along
through the grades, and eventu-
s duation, without a
u“i'l kseation et it Haen ey
le calls such students “aca-
demlca]ly abused,” and uses the
often to de:mbe lh! public
nchnol‘s handling of migrant stu-
dents.

“If you're failing, thi
‘cause we“ll help you make it

said. “If you want to graduate
wllh a D nuerue that's OK, we'll
give you a deg

He said the r‘_wlt over the last
10 years is now being seen
parents with poor education
sending students to school unpre-
pared. It's a circle of ignorance
that has led to problems of youth

gangs, pregnancy and drug
abuse, he said.

“Is it the (school) system? Yes,

1 believe it is the system,” he
said. “I figure if we start graduat-
ing real human beings they'll
surt pmduci.nx real human be-
ings."

With such strong feelings, Agu-
irre makes it his job to change
the system — one student at a
time.

With a knowing style, Aguirre is
able to reach the 30 or so migrant
students that attend his eclass
every day. Each student who at-
tends the bam\-hnl nulnnx wlm

rre is e: to learn
only Enrlllh ot 160 ho skills £
suceeed in school and beyond.

His classroom is a mlmru of
rewards and wnl.l'hmunh, re-
spect and fear. He Jogic

teach Illl ltud:nl.l

problems to
mllhlnd “the skills of being a

":I mua really hard,” he said.
“But it's worth it. I believe a kid
should t'e ‘mainstreamed as soon
85 possible.

“I try to teach a year's worth of

Igeb: three months — really

irre tonl.lmlcd Ilil

tic. “The surprising

thing works. You come to me

from He'xtcn I will teach you En-

glish in 90 days and put you in
the tlmmm.

“I'm willing to bet that most of
my Es[. sludenu aller six monuu
can manipulate the English lan-
8“389 m" than (native) English
speakers.

For Aguirre it's a matter of

is driven and expects
driven as well. He knows the al-
ternatives.
on't be sallsﬁ:d with an $8-
" he tells his stu-

ng w we're talking
about not having to get your wife
up in the morning to go pick
apples.”




	BIO.00017
	BIO.00017-2

