Cliclk Relamier
Liaho miness. steamboat trafiic
Fran Lulu Urandall collection in Wasco county library, “he Dalles,

Oregone

eseOn June 19th,1871--on luesday morning at half past six o'clock
Capte Ainsworth, president of the 0.S.1. Company left the wharf in
this city (The Dalles) in comramd of the ilez Perce Chief and
started for Portland . lle prssed throgh Yhe ‘“ascades in splendid
style without an accident and arrived at Portland at half past one
o'clock in the afterncon having made the entire run, orme hundraed
and twonty=fiw miles in seven hours or rearly eighteon miles an
hour «

eesthe Hez Perce Yliief was built at celilo to run in connection
with the steamer, Oneonta fran The Yalles to Upuer Cascades, north
banke

Cap ain J.l.D. Gray was her comander. Her route was to Lewiston
and she mado good time in pascenger service bubt was tou light for
8 freight boate

Durtn g the Sgimon river excltement beyond lewiston she @6 carried
themost valuable cargo ever brought dom the rivere The value

of the gold dust on her anifesat, Octe 29, 1863 was y382,000

sesefter she wos dismantled at Portland the engines wer : removed
and she was used as a bargo.

The Uhief was 126 feet bean, d pth of hold five fest, engines
16 x60 inchesge

Sate, June 3 (The Valles) Lust weelk there passed through our city
over The Yallesand Celilo milroad one hundred tons of flour and
woole The flour was fram Walla Yalla snd the wool from Umatilla

county, Oregone



Click Relamn er
From Lulu D. Crandall collcction, Wasco County ILibrary,The Dalles.

The ShoshonGeess
this was the steamboat, 1t will be remenviered,

that w's bullt by the 0.S.)., Company on “nake River at 01d': ferry
400 miles from Dalles to car:y freight fram that polnt to Boise
City, a distance of 40 or 50 miles, But as the ¢ ity was afterwards
moved cack from the river some 16 miles the teamsters preferred to
carry the ir freight directly to its destination rather than to
place it on & steamboat tolmwve it carried a short distance ard
then to again have to tramsport it by wagone. Under the ciscumstances
this venture proved an entire failure at & cost to tle cumpany of not’
less than ¥100,000.

Peveral years ago this boat comrenced the hazardous enc difficult
voyage of the deep canyon of the “pake river,

At old Yort Boise the company built a large sternwheeler, theé
Shoshone to run on Snake river vetween 0ld's ‘Eerry and boise,.

This was in 1866 and laptain Josiah Wyrick was her com amer. The
Shoshone traversed mare continuous miles of t he (olumbia, Snake

and Willamette rivers than any other boat ever owned by any company3
The Shoshone is the only boat that ever negotiated the box canyon
of the Spake river called the veven Vevils canyon.

The expenses ran up to an amount that woild have buil several fim
steamers at *he Dalles or Celilo. jirx: cmpany had great oxpectation:
of blig travel in the Boise mines and had their hopes b een realized
the Shoshoms r.ight have been a money maker as mamy of t heir boats
were on the lower river,

Baofore the Shoshane was ready for business a shorter route to the
gold fields was discovercd and tl® boat was & dead loss on the company's
hands until 1870 vhen “aptain Yy Snith was sent to brirg her dom

to Hewiston



Click Relander
Idaho Mines. ®©tearnba ting.

Capte E.W. Baughman's account, in Wasco ¢ounty library, The Yalles,
"'n one trip up the river inl 862 we made my ¢ ompanyy2l,000
cloar. "e went up the Snake river fran Celilo with 367 Passengerse.
It was the year after the mines were discovered, and the boat, the
Tenino, was loaded every trip. On one trip we made $11,000 fram
passengers alone. e chargedObORUOH@EG w95 a ton for freight
from Yelilo to Lewistme I 1863 we collected $¥84 a ton from
Portland to the Dalles., This was the year the govermment was putting
in the barracks,
The first trip ever made by stoamer up the Spake ard the Clearwa tor
river was acccmplishedtgg Col,Wright, Lon Vhite captain , in 1861

(Cramdall collection)

e-With the discovery of gold on the Ulearvater..niners wre
routed from Vialla VWalle overland tothe mouth of that river where
it flows into t he Snike and on to the gold bearing district wher:
e t@ ns of Oro f'ino am Florence swrang up like magice.

L@ I, 1861 Seth Sk ter of Portland wished to transport a load of
mirer's supplies to the @ lorence dist ric t amd agreed with the
owners of the Gen.lright to make the trip up the Spalke Hiver.
Winen tre boet lef t Deschutes, Celilo had nd yet been used as &
nane for tie lower end of the robe. I: was full of freight and
passengers bound far the Salmon River digeings, mining talk,
aluices,long toms, rockers, pans, pay gravel andbed rock boing terms
herd from all sides, The p8e@lw people were to be dropied at
Wallula although all desired to share in the fortunes of the
boat, but the captain would wndertake no further responsibllity

than Slater's contracte



Forts. (Blockhouse era)

Notes in FUrt Museum, ‘he Dalles,

The blockhouse era covered the period of the Uayuse war of '47 to
the Yakima war. During the era there were 65 blockhouses , stockades and
forts builte

Territorial volunteers bullt 35, the citizens 23 gnd regular soldlers
sevene.

1 Tpe Dalles area were ¥t . Rains, Ft. Lugenbeel and Cascades.
lpe original site of Fte Réins was destroyed in 1876 (near where
Sheridan landed troops during Cascades raid.)

Fort Rains was the middle Cgscades Dblockhouse,

Ope of the unique was Uamp Uastaway—-Fort Orford was a cluster of
log buildings, erected in 1851, one-half mile fram Port Orford.

I, January 1852 the schoonser Tincoln transporting troops and stores
went aground in the fog on a s&ndsplt two miles narth of the entrance
of Yoos ?ay. ihe troops and cargo werse landed safely. The men cons tructed

shelter out of sails stretched on booms arnd sSpars and for four months
occupied Camp Castaway, guarding stores from the Indianse.

in April the brig Fgwn landed at Umpqua mkxk and with wagons ard mules
transpcarted to Port Opford, seven miles across sand dunes to Yoos Dbay,

Y]

loaded on steamer, Nassau, the first vessel to enter ~00s Bay a nd

arrived May 20 at Fort Orford.

Igdians called the blockhouses skookumhouses, had respect for strength.
Twenty miles up the Rogue river from its mouth, the Indians decided to
build a blockhowe, high on a bluff. Then they wentout and shot up
setblers. True to Indian laxity, they only fortified three sides, facing
up and down and away from theriver. Never through the whiss woul
climb the river bluffs. Were fooled and Indians gave up building

blockhous es,



Klickitat Bilockhouse Blockhouse (Goldendale)
Kettle Falls. JNotes in Fort Dalles
Museum 10/12/52)
The Klickitat blockhouse was locs ted where the Columbia river meets

the Klickitat at Lyle, a short way up the Klickatat stood the blockhousee

Kettle ¥alls-The Huydson Bay c‘Qmpaxny's fort and old builldings stood
half a mile from Kettle ¥go1is, It was destroyed by fire. (no date given)

It was started in 1824 and finished the next yeare

The Goldendale blockhouse was on ®pring Creek, seven miles northwest
& Yoldendale.(It is now the one that is in Brooks Memorial Park,
being moved there in 1951 from U ldendale.)
Ma jor J.G. Rains stationed at F-'ort Vancouver, was ordered by
Gpapville O. Haller, at the Dallesk into the Yakima country.
Maj. Haler wa.met by Lt. lay of Yhiprd Artillery who proceeded to the
border of the Yakima country where the blockhouse was constructed near
the trail previously bullt by government under Gen. McClellan, but
who at t he time trail was bullt was mere ly an employe of the Srmy e
he trail was built from Tpe Palles to Fort Simcoe and united with
one which was bu lt from near St. Helen's , Oregon, past Trout Lake and
Camas Prairie, joining the Simcoe trail east of Blockhouse.
The blockhouse was cons tructed of logs obtained from nearby hills
north. It was built on its original site by Maj. Hgller and Lt.
Day in October, 1855 and used Dby soldiers until 1860 when it was
abandoned. It was used by settlers when Indians threatened. 4 gtockgde
eight feet high, was placed aroum it. Grant and “herman were
"inmates" of it at one time. Sherman was stationed at the Cascades;
Yrant aﬁ the Lower Columbia and at several posts in western Opegon and
Ft, Steilacoom near Olympia and at Fort Humboldt later but not at

other Northwest fortse.



Ppsts=forts.

Cli ping (undated as to year, in
Fort Palles Museum col_ection.,)

Washington, Jan, 29--8ixteen and perhaps 18 army posts will be abandoned
in o der to enx inefficiency resulting from improper distribution of

themobile army it was decided by becretary Stimpson of the War Department

on report from general staff,.

Posts ordered abandoned.,

Apache, Arizona, Logan H. Roots, #rk,
Boise Barracks, Idaho, McIntosh, Yexase
Brady, Michigan. McKenzie, VYyoming,
Clark, Yexas. Madison Barracks, u.v.
Yeorge "right, “ashington. Meade, South “akota.,
Jay, New York. Niagara, New York,
Lincoln, North Pakota Ontario, New York,
Wayne, Michigan Whipple Barracks, Ariz.
William Henry Ha "rison, Montana. Yellowstone, Wyoming.,

’osts which later may gos
“than Allen, Vte Plattsburg Darracks, New Yorke. Robinson, leb,

Iissoula, Montana., Logan, Colorado. “ouglas, Utahe D.H. Russell, Yyoming.



Vancouver Barracks

Vancouver ?arracks, June 29-9% midnight tomorrow, June 30, 1911,
the present organization of the department of € he Columbia which has been
in existence urder six different names since 1855 and had such
distinguished men as “ol. Jefferson C. Davis, Brig. Uen. Nelson #.

Miles, Brig. Ugn., Elwell S. Otls as commanders, will ceuse to existe

The order recently issued by the "ar Yepartment reorganizes the army

on a war basis and draws all troops in the Upited States into three
divisions, *astern, Contral and Yestern with headquarters at New York,
Chicago and San Francisco goes into effect on or about January 21, 1855,

The Columbia tiver or Puget “ound District was established with
Maj. G.L. Rains, Fouwth Infantry in command.

Uol, George wright of the Fowrth Infantry assumed command about January
21, 1856 and kept in comand until March the same year when the
name wa s changéd to the N thern District Department of the Pacific.

Uol. Wright commanded until Oct. 24, 1858 when a change to the Department
of Opegon was made with Brig. Gen. W.S. Harney in command.jhis
officer remained in charge until July 5, 1860 when he released command
to :right who held cormand until January 1 , 1861, when a change to
the Dis trict of Oregon was made. Col. B.S. Beall, First Dragoons
relieved him, September 13, 1861,

Lt. Yol. #. Cady, Seventh I fantry commanded fram Oct. 28, 1861
until May 9, 1862, #fter him followed in successilon Col. Justus
Steinberger, First Washington Territory I“fantry,IMay 9, 1862 to July

7, 1862,
Bpig. Yen. Benjamin #lvord, U.S. Volunteers, July 7, 1862 to
March 24, 1865,
Col. R.F. Maury, First Opregon Cavalry March 24, 1865 to August 8,
1865,

The Department of the Columbia was then established on June 27, 1865
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and that nsme has not been changed to the present time,

Brig, Gen. “earge Wright was assigned tothe comnand but he
was drowed July 30, 1865 while on his way to Portland when the
steamer, Brother Jonathan went down. Col. Gearge B. Currey, First
Opegon Iﬂfantry took charge on August 8, 1865. He served only a
short time and was relived November 20, 1865,

Since then: Lte Col. John M. Drake, First Oregon Y

avalry, Nov. 20
1865 to December 1, 1865,
Uo1. Yharles S, Lovell, Fourteenth Cavalry December 1, 1865
to February 24, 1866,
Maj. :en. Frederick Steele, U.S. Voluntesrs, February 24, 1866
to =--(March?) 23, 1867,
Brig. aid Brevet Maj. Gen. Lovell H, Rosseau, Nov. 25, 1867
to f#pril 2, 1868,
By, Maj. Yen. Crook , Lte Col. 23rd Infantry, #pril 2, 1868 to
August 8, 1870, Brevet laj. Gen, Edward R.S. Canby #ugust 8, 1870 to

April 11, 1873,

Additional listing, up to date 1911 , included in clipping collection
in Bhe Dalles Piblic (County—city)Library



Vancouv er Barracks

(The Palles Library collection)
*he first detachment of soldiers was stationed at Vancouver
B

=
w

arracks in 1849,

“ompanies L and M, First “rtillery, of New York, ordered to sail
October, 1848, ‘hey rea ched\iancouver Mgy 15, 1949 and were
command ed by “ajor Hathaway. ‘hey lived in tents while building
quarters and cooked in the open.

Water was wheeled in & two-wheeled card, mule drawn to cisterns
which were kept full, ‘he fare was black coffes, pork and beans,
bread and occasionally pogatoes. Mutton was later,

“heep sold at ¥8 a head. Potatoes at $3 a bushel,

L"hapltau‘.ns, were carried on the muster roll as chaplain and
schoolmaster. lhere was none at first. the f irst arrived i:eb. 13,
1853,

Yhere were five @ six wWomen, wives of the soldiers. ‘hey
drew rations the same as men,did the laundry and were paid 75
cents a month for each man. ‘rhe soldiers were paid $7 a monthe ® bill

passed increzsed pay at distant posts to double for twenty months 4 ter
which th8&§0® the soldiers were paid time and a half or ¥10.50 a
monthg and g iven clothes and rations.

j'he strength of the g arrison on 'Ljecember 31, 1850, was 18
officers and 234 enlisted men. There were six companies, 4, B , D,
D F gna G,a0000 Mounted Riflemen. Their guns were old f1066
flash flintlocks amd percussion caps.

A 1¢ tter mailed Octob er 8, 1850 in Washington (D.C.) %o
Fort Columbia arrived at its destination on January 27.

Whigkey was %8 a gallon and gin or rum, the same as a price of a
gune.

Vancouver in 1852 was the home o (Gen. U.S.) Grante.



Soldiers, Col. VWright

Lol, “eorge "right, first comman er of the new post at The Valles in
1856, Yol. Wright Pines whore the fort was locuted was named for | ime.
Col, Wright and his wife met tragic death in July of the year
befare destrubtion of the building (at t e fort) Ve troyed Vec. 24,
1866) on the Brother Jonathan off the coa:t of Creascent gity,
Calir.
Podies drifted south s roeoverod ard buried on state house yard,

Sacrarento, over which state of lalifornia has erected a monumente



Uro, onRiflos

rert Yalles (Dalles rusoum)
Lte llawkina with supply train of 16 wagong, frelghters and herd of

boef, with fene Jool ralmor as guide, was orderod to Fort Hall,(Fort
hgall near vocatello in “outhern ldahoe) to moet the Rifle regiment.

‘hey ni sed Loring's comand ard the men, loft barefoot ani barely
able to walk, reuached Fort Ydalles in Ogtober. |

“ome bullt & raft of the stockade of the let odist lission ard attompbd
to run the cascados. “ix werc drovmed on Octdber 18.

Yart of the com and, ridirg and in wagons, crosased by the Nte Hood road
(Barlow roade) looin;, two thirds of broken @ ovm horoeu,s

“hen they rvached Iort \’anccn.ver' thoy fouwrd no arrangerents for the .
Rifles ard were quarteored at Ore,on Citye

Uen. l'ersifor F, Snith then arranged for tho ostablishrient of
a ml itary pest in the btorritory and ap roved of l'ort Vancouvoar,
Stellacoon ardi’ Astoria with fortifications at “he Dalloa.

Upo=huntired twonty of the kifles deserted in a body for the
California mines. 'lhey travelod south fastor than lano's proclamation
ordering sottlers not to harbor them,

Lole Loring «nd Lane followed deserters and capturoed all but 39

of thome Mauy staryged to deathe



Soldiers, (Loring)

Cols William Wing woring, borr in lierth Yarolina sorved in the

Seminole war and %he VWar with Yexico. Lost an arm ia the captwre of

thet city ¢

A% outbreak of Civil "ar retired amd enterod the Confoderacy.

“fter tle var he went io Igypt and vas made chid £ stalf of
Khevido and waus lnown a s Loring Bey.

- He wrote a sketch,"s “tory of a “orfederate Soldier in Sggpte,

e died in 1868 at the age of 68,



Port alles
(Fort Dalle: luscun notes)

May 13, 1850 Col. Loring carrylng ot Uen, 1'0 8ifor +, snith's pluns
sent [laj. Tpeker with two campanies cof Bifle regment, tb establiah
supply depot at The “allos. Officers detuiled woero Yapte. Ylairborne, LS
May and Irvin ard SurgeonC.lie Snithe # roscrvation ten niles squure was
laid offe |

The barracks vere long log construction with nunbor of roons &ard with
door at sach opening on & wide vorandal, runnlng full length of the
bullding, vas ussd as officors quartorss

In 1658 a nev &) garrisonwas erccted, one of w ich the surgoon'a
guarters is atill starding (1952) Trese were bullt by Yol Wrisht's

CoOnpanye



Umatilla landing.

Inrepgard tothe locat on of the town of Umatilla:
In 1863 the rich Washo mines of Nevada and Stanton Idaho werse
einb boomed and the ®almon river mines played out and t here was
striff a s towhethe the best wqy to reach the new diggings near
Boise was from "innamocca Neva or by way of the Columbia river via
“alla Walla or some point furthe: west.
4 couple of men, 111l and Kane, located at Grand Round Landing,
now Irrigon,just below the Yevil's bend, & bad rapid sixmiles below
themouth of the Umatilla River which was a very dangerous at night.
The steamboats often heavily loaded would tie upat-this landing and
wait for the daylight. Hill and Kane knowing this laid out a
town site and started a hotel, store etc. and tried to sell iots with
the provisions that the buyers would not start anything that would oppoe se
the K.H. Interest.
Letter in Dalles library.



Field trip to *he Daglles
10/52 (11-12)

I'lc:-mx-:\,r Annabselle now operating at the Yalles, During summer , 24
hours a day, makes regular trips, averages four an hour; charge
Sl cents from Yashington to Oregon side, car and 1 passenger;
52 cents from Oregon to Yashington side. Time of trip about 4
minutes . River low at t his stage of gamse. f’asalt bank on north
shore, house perched on resf,

The Dalle s booming ®cause of dam c mstruction. Indians at end of
Celilo fishing, flooding town. Typical western town . Library
being mo . d fram 01d Fort(surgecngs office) at Fort Yalles to
down-town auditorium...no rhyme or reason, old-timers perplexed

abmt future of it.

the Dalles Dam, three miles , maybe two , upstreamfrom the citys
S.4. Healy Company of White Plains, New York, the contractore
Thirty or more dump trucks dumping bla ted stone into Big Eady
which is location of coffer dam.

Lrailer camp, with half dozen trailers at road leading from
main North shore highway to dam site. Other ground laid out
with concrete pipe ready to be laid. " gn up, The Palles Yam,
Norden trailer City,

Bridge piers up, but bridge will move downstream.

5turgeon lake will be flooded, 01d I dian platforms fram which
they fished in evidence. It on North side of river, water comes
thr gh when high. Mt. Hood in evidence in distance.

Hailroad, Spokane, Portland and Seattle on North side,
part of t he Great N rthem Pacific system. It half mile f rom river,
may e little more, Tender said it would be unde 35 feet of viater,

Union Pacific on South side. Years past it was the

O R and N. There will be 2,000 to 3,000 dam workers in “he Dalles
next springe. “ity £TOWINg e



Min t at The Dallea,
Biver travel. Lo Wallula

Orlando Hymason, first arrived at The Dalles in 1853, could have
been earlier,

Ho was captain of a company r crulted for the Yakima War and ran
batteaus from Yelilo to "allula with Tndian crews, carrying military
aupplies ° .

Ho later became interested in the steamboat, Col. Wright,

He gra ted the bill for establishment of a branch mint at The Dalles
and had Senator Nesmith introduce it.

He originated the Dalles military road canpany and drew up the
bill for the 1l cks at Opegon Citye



Pendleton Umatilla
Umatilla Landing
(Notes, "asco county library)

Prior to 1862 Wasco county included all of Oregon east of the
Vascade mountains but on September 27 of that year the legislature created
Umatilla and f’aker counties and the county seat of Umatilla was
temporarily located at Marshall's, a station at thecrossing of the
Umatilla river about two miles below the point where Pendleton is now
locatede.

A spor ting man naméd Crabb had f irst settled here but he sold his
right to ®1fred Marshall who was appointed the first sheriff of
Umatilla. The county cavital was afterward 1 cated at Umatilla and
remained there until at a special slection held in I vember, 1868, 1t was
decided to locate it permanently at Wsome point" on the Upatilla

Biver" between the mouth of the “i1d Hyrse and the mouth of Birch Creek,
in the very early summer of 1864 M.E., Goodwin and wife started from
Vancouver for the mines with about 30 cows and ca lves for the purpose
of making a stake by selling milk and butter to the thousands who were
80 rapidly filling that country since almost fabulous prices were being
paid for all kinds of supplies. Arriv:i.ng; where Pendleton now stands

so early as March, they found their calves unable to proceed further
without a rest and since the snow was yet deep on theBlue Myuntgins
the decided to camp for a month, espscis llya = the young bunchgrass

was already making a good s howing on the western slopes of the foothills,
fbefore the month had elapsed howeverMr. Goodwin discoverd that the

perfectly enormous travel to the mines pasxing his canp every day

made a market for all the dairy output and the demand for lodging and

méals was equally as great. Ther esult was , he decided,to

remain thers , at once secured a hom stead of 160 acres, erected a small

hotel, placed a toll bridge across t e river which more than paid for

itself within thre« monthsamd when the commissione rs locsted the count,;y'



geat between the Wild Horse and Birch Creek,%codwin's place was
chas en

This was in the spring of 1869 and at that time no one lived there but
Goodvirin and Y.W. Bailey, afterward elected County Judge wnd who
being an admirer of Unitd States S enator jeorge H. Pendleton of Ohio
named the mew town a ter that dis tinguished Buckeye statesman.

But dwmring the palmy days of the cormercial supremacy of
Umatilla landing there was something doing every day and every night.
It had during 1863-64, a real population of 1,500 people besides a
floating one of an equal amount so thyt much of the time there wers 3,000
psople at that once famous point, including as though an element as
has ever been congregated on the Pgcific Coaste

For ome year or more Matt Bledsoe figured there as the principal
saloonkeeper and the men he gatherd around him were not not d for their
prior experience as Sunday school teachers., # man for breakfast
occasiomally adorned the local menu and ma y a holdu:p was
planned wit in the walls of his atiractive Mparlors ..

I went to Umatilla in those rapid days when it Wasﬂ the largest city
in fastern Opegon said LotLivermore the other day,“to asgs st in the
managament of a forwarding store ard tk thef irs thnight I was
the e T woke my a soclate with hom I was sleeping in the loft over
the building and asked what the uproar wa aboit. It was about 2 o'clock
in the morning and I thought the town w:s eing raided by a whopping
band of Indians.My bedfellow impatiently assured me us he took
another tuck in the foot of the blankets that it wa sz some of the boys hwx
having a little time. They were riding races up and down t e plank
sidewalks on t heir horses, occasionally varying the proceedings by
letting out a warwhoop and firing eir guns in the air. But my partner
was again asleep in & minute, the programme being ther egular accompaniment
to his nightly slumbers. IN those days it was Basily a common thing

for a though toride hi's horse inside a saloon and fire his revolver
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through the walls or floor just for the fun there was in ite.
J"’ui: all this would seem impossible tothe Pullman passenger who today
stretches his legs by a sha't walk while the trains change
engines for the next division, amd he gazes on &
1ittle sleepy village of a few hundred people huddled among the sand
drifts , kept alive entirely by the fact that 1t is the junction
ofthe Spokane branch with the main line of the O.,R. & N railway, though
t his fact coupled with the provability of the reclamation of the arid
section bo the east gives it t e promise of a futwe which groves 004ae
continually brQdfis®d brighter.
;t £t e time of #hs location and until it lost the county seat,
Umatilla's projectors expected to make it the successful rival of
Walla Wallae ard it was fondly calkd " The Sacramento of the Nor thwest "
But itwas not tobe so, though its prospects werea t one tiie dazzingly
bright. I, 1865-66 Hon L.L, McArthur, af terward Judge of the
Fifth Judicial District amd U.S Dystrict “ttorneywas city recorder of
Uvmatilla a dM.P., Bull published the first paper ever published in Oregon
east of the Ualles, :ut in 1864 +the population of the countryfarther
east had increas-d so greatly that Union am Gpant counties were
established and Umatilla began to see its possible doom though it made
a gallant fight to live,
In 1868 it lotx the county scat by a vote of 365 for an 395 against
and it was still the r868@ rendezvous for all the freighters from
tB0 Grand Romde, Powder River ard the Idaho country until the
comple tion of the rallroad in 1885 when its l.ight went out as a
point of commercial acti ity and it joined the vast throng of industrial
centers which, in mining days, rose to great prominence ard prosperity
only as quickly todecline in obedience to changing conditions resulting
from an increased population and the extension of railway lines.
Gpand Romde landing was at a point on the Columbia exactly op osite th
the present town of Irrigon which is dbout one mile fran the river and

i ot laes S awm@ Ao el Ties &lu w2 o  Sluiw LA SR T an



4
some of the remains of the old docks ars yet tobe seen ther , while th

rad leading to 1t is 8ti1ll plainly discernible as 1t winds across the
sagebrush plain, an ineffaceable monument to the rugged piloneers of the
Grand Ronde and Powder River valleys, most of whom have 1 ¢ since
passed to the great beyond, men who wrought bravely against the
exposure of frontier life in tle days when practically everythin, in the
mining camps sSold for a dollsr a pound whether it was flour, coffes,
tobacco , nalls or sugars

There were the days when horse ard cattle thieves flourished in
Umatills county, for there was never & section of the great Inlard
epire which had a finer range of bunchgrass than this.

Vigilance committees were organized and oll@ did yeoman s ervice in
many instances but they were handicapped by the f.act thatsome of the woBst
t hieves joined them and thelr purposes and plams were of ten carried to
t he men they w ere af ter,

A% one time Matt Bledsoe borrowed the best horse in Umatilla in order
to ;head a band" of indignant packers who siarted out after a man who had
murdered one of their number on the streets of Umatilla and while
pGP8U p tting up the drinks far the cu jany hitched the horse where

the conmaled man moun ed and escaped, though he was af terward captured.

Once 75 armed men fame down fram the Pilot R,ck neighborhood
order d a man to leave the country amd finally concluded to shoot him
tomaks the ma er safe, and finally did so,though he was off his horse
and stabting away. “nother manwms takenf ran an officer and
hanged by the roaiside near Adams ton a scaffold rede by tying the ends

of three ra 1s to ether armd s tting them in an upright position 1like a
surveyors tripod. “nothe: suspected character wasmade to adorn a similar
improvised scafBold near “cho amd the rails were permitted to s tand
there unmolested f or several months afterwards as a warning to
evildoers though there were those who insisted that in this last

ins tance s mistake was made



Life at Vancou er Barracks

Capt. Robert Williams, at the post, 1856-57, Information left by
family with Fort Yalles Museum.
He wms a member of the garrison which defended the blockhouse at
the Cascades(whi.ch ®heridan rescued)
:ive years later he fought in the Civil Yar. Was wounded in
the battle of “1lson;s Creek. #1so fomght in the battles of Fortf Henry
and %icksburg. Commended Second lt. , Yo. E, 12th Iowa Volunteer
infantry, Yct 29,1861, 1lst lt. March 6, 1863. “aptured at Shiloh,
prisoner six months before exchanged. After the Civil War he returned
to Barracks and s erved until retirement. He wrote foll wing:

Lhe Hud sop, g8 Bay &wwpuxy Fur irading Company of London obtained
rights by treaties of 1818 and 1827 , Upeat Britainand U.S. to
occupy all of the Nnrthwest Territory which now comprises “ashington,
Opegon, Idaho and part of Montana, to trap and trade.

The canpany established the fort, named Fort Vancouver in 1824 , on
level ground south of the public road leading east @0 from present
Vancouver towards "ashougal.
fhe terms of the treaty expired in 1861 and the company closed and
wiﬁhdrew to British Northwest Territory.
The United States garrison was established May 15 (printing rather
difficult to read, may be 1l3..note) 1849 and ramed Columbia Parracks .
During the winter, 1852-53, the territory was divided with all'
north of the Columbia becoming llashington jerritory.
The name of the garrison was changed July 13, 1853 to Fort
Vancouver and again April 5, 1879 to Vancouver Barracks.
‘Ihe first troops vwhich arrived on the North Pacific coast were Cosl
L and M, lst regular U.S., ABtillery, comranded by Brevt. *a3 e
Hathaway and Captain B.H. Hill. They were transported from the east

by the U.S. Steamer, Massachussets. They sailed around the Hgbf
coast of South America and through the straits of Magellan into the
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the Pacific. Barly in May, 1849, M Company was given s tation at
Astoria and proceeded directly to Vancouver and camped int he rear
of the.Hudson's ?ay Forte Maje. Hathaway's company, by permission of
Hudsqg;s Bgy authority, established the U.S. military post.

‘he government took a reserve of 640 acres of land. Lte. Cole
Bonneville, Fourth Infantry, comranding the post, Maj. nathawayis
company erected the first bulldings. %hey included command officers
quarters, club rooms, eight sets officers quarters,.four on line east and
four on line west of the company gquar ters. 4171 were of logs, hewn top
and bottom.. There were two sets of quarters for enlisted
men and bulldings each for Lhe commissary stores, guard house and bake
house.

A battalion of Mounted Rifles command edby Vol. Loring arrived late
in the summer of 1849 am cons tructed most of the bulldings.

I, April, 1852 the Fourth U.8. Infantry assembled at Governor's
island, “eﬁ York Harbor under orders to proceed to the coast, July S
of that year gnd eight companies sailed for #spinwall on the Steamer
Ohio. Its comander was Capt. Schenk of the Navye The men crossed the
Isthmus on foot as therallway was not completed. Because of the
unhealthy and malarial climate, one seventh of those who left New York
Hgppbor ddd of cholera on the isthmus or flamingo Island in Ranama bay.
Dy the last of “4ygust the cholera had abated ard they sailed for San
Fpancisco, reaching there in September.

Ihe Opegon tribes had besn comparatively quite since the “ayuse War

until the Rogue River Indians broke oute
In recalling a partial 1ist of Fourth Ipfantry U.S. on its
prolls when I served, were Ulysses S. Grant, Pnilip Sheridan,
George Crook, Colonsel Augur, DeLancy Jones, David Ryssell, benjamin #3vord,
Henry Waller, Mobert Mc{eely, Henry Hodges, “illiam Hazen, Lewis Hynt,

A gust Kautz,%ranville Haller



Portage Railroad.., The Dalles
(Notes Dalles Museumn)

‘he first portage railroad « The first car track over the por tage
ewas made in 185l. It was two feet wide and was made of four inch fir
scantling for rails, “ars were haule d by mules, :he cars had wooden
wheels and weremade of planks , ‘he cars had wooden axels,

lhe Steamsr Bell (Belle prbbably) ran from Portland to the
Yower Lascades to conect with the Portage railroad and the steamer
Mary ran above the Dalles. A staunch built s@d@dédd schooner took
the freight from the fell t0 the miAd1le 1anAINgeseoesoosensesense.

o.When the wind was ups ream, usual six months of the year, Ogctober to

4pril. Yhen the wind was downstream the Cascade Indians were engaged

to tow the schooner.

b
Bay “ompany men always hauled their boats. The plagce was known

The Railway terminus was below the _ig Eddy where the Hydson's

to 0ld navigators as Cleutchman's Rocke With fair wind the schooner would
sall up in a few hours but 60ddd one or t wo dayp were recquired to

Cordell up ©@8 to the landing. :he services of 36 to 40 Indians were
required and therc were always plenty to draw frome

Freight was $80 a ton fram Portland to the DPalles. .(The Oregonianj





