Indians=-~chools

Children s the Ipdian school at Fort Simcoe had a very
ple asant Tharks giving & cording to Syper intendent Don M, Ca r
off the Yakima reser ation, who was in the cl ty yesterday.

In the morngng there were services and these were followed
by a dinner,

lhere are now 131 children in the Indian school at the fort
vire the first instructim coers the first four grades. +he
agency has arrangements with for sch cod districts,thos o at
“hit e bwan,'fo.penish,-ﬁpato ard ‘ranger under which
puplils are accepted in schools there on payment of the tuition
and last year the emr ol ment showed 200 of the se,many of them
receiving indruction in the higher grade. This 200 with the 131
at the Yort makes a respectable showing of

indian children--"he Yakima Herald, “ece. 4 , 1912,



‘ndiana agency

day Lynch takes charge of the Yakima boarding school on
July 1 as superintendent.

Superint endent Hgkestraw is sending his fami.y to Portland,
They will leave about July 1. Mre Hakestraw yas not yet been
notified whether he will be appointed assistant super ntendent
or principal teacher at thisschool,.

Mpss Bessie I, Yall, kindergartner leaves for her home in
Salt take ¢ity Utah. ‘he position of kindergariner was
abolished for the coming year and the Indian office temd ered
Miss Pall a position in another school, but for the pre ent she
prefers to be at home awhile, !lyss Pall has held this position
here for 'the past four years and by he winning ways and very
efficient work ha: won the hearts of the little ones.

“he departure of both Miss lackay and “iss “all will be a
great loss to the school as they are both most excellent
employes.,

Miss Maggie !lgckay who has been such an efi'icien  matron
of this school far the past three years hWds resigned andwill
go to her home in Uregcnifor a reuts liss lMackay is pronounced
one of the best matrons in the service by the inspecting of ficials
and others who are familiar with the duties of t he position=

Yakima Herald, July 1, 1902,



Indian8ee .8chools

Serious financial difficulties will surely beset thoss school
districts that have Indian children in them when the government
relinquishes the educational program unless the states are willing
to fil the breach, is the keynate of a talk given by Miss Mae
Mark, county superint endent of schools at the National Ipdian
corference held at “pokane last week,

The majority of the speakers at t he convention also stressed
this view as an alarming situation,

"You see unmier thepres ent sy tem the government allows each
school district in which there are Indian children g 40 cents
a day for each Indian pupil. At t he pre ent Wme there
are laws in th- barious stateswhic prevent the state or the county
helping t he district financially in this mat - r. “he government is
planning to eventually stop 1ts co tribution to the support of the
Indians ! education,

"Take for example the case of “hite Swan. The district there is
composedof non-taxable Indian land. If the government support
is withdrawn and nomore state aid is forthctming,%hite ®wan
will be faced with the problem of educating 123 Indian children
with absolutely no funds contributed toward the education. 1t has
been estimated tha it requires sbout 55 cents a day to educate
each child. That means that t here would be a da ly loss of
$67.65 to the district.

"As the digrict weuld be unable to stand this lossfor any
length of time, you can see how important it is for thestate to
pass same legislation which wauld allow thestate ar county to
eventually take up the burden aof the I dian education"' said Miss
Mark--The Yakima Republic, “gv, 9, 1925,



Fort Simecoe

The following is tre cofps of teachers at the Wilbur
boarding school at Fort Simcoe: BRev, Maxwell Phillips, superintedfient;
Mrs. Margaret Fvans, matron; Misses Alice Simpson and Vinnie
Yooley, teachers; George L. Mattoon, industrial branches and

-T.P. Robbins, assistants-Yakima Herald, Oct, 29, 18901,



Indians
Fort Simcoe

Editor Herald-THe Indian Industrial school closed on the 28th
inst. with exercises which included egamiration of the scho’ars,
deélamations, singing and calisthenics, The examination of the chi’dren
wzs the most satisf-ctory, they solving the problems of fractions
with anparent east and composing and writing well worded sentences,

Childran who entered school ten.months ago without a partical of
knowledge oflEnglish can now read quite well and write a fair hand. The
excellent showing that c@fAN they made reflected much credit to their
superintendent, Mrs, Florence Kil ore and her assistant,Miss Mamie
W. Priestly, Thé agent and a number of influential Indians were
present and expressed themselves gre=tly pleased with the progress made
by the pupils.

At the close of the exercises the patrons, Indian children and
the employes repaired to the arencv dining roow and enjoyed an
excellent dinner prepared for them by the matron and cook, Speeches
were made by Agent Priestly. Mrs, Kilgour, superintendent, Rev,
Thos. Pearne and Joe Stwire. The addresses were ~appy efforts and directed
to the encouragement of the children and the older people too, to cultivate
their minds and mingle thought with their work,

The Fourth was celebrated in good stvle at Fort Simcoe. The parade
under the direction of Joe Stwire, White Swan, was a great success,
The Iddian horsemanship was here displayed with telling effect. They were
dressed for the occasion and presanted a fine a rearance. After the parde the
crowd assembled in a lovelv grove and were treated to patriotic songs
and addresses, Yiss Hel8A Helm presided at the oregan, Rev, Waters led
in prayer and Rev., Gascoigne, Dr. A. Wilgus, Cant. Thos. Priestly,
W ite Swanj Rev, I+ os, Pearne and Fneas made short and stirring speeches,
A song was suhg, another parade, and then all present sat down to

a bountiful dinner. After dinner dancing, basebal plaging and other



games engaged the attention unti'® evening wren all quietly
separated for their homes. The order wss emcellent,
There was not a fight or a drunken man to be seen. The Indians remained
a few davs at Stwireville, engaged ‘n horse-racing and some of their
0ld time srorts and on Saturday W-ite Swan gave a snlendid dinner
to hundreds of his veople at which time he related the “istory of
his family of wrich there were 46 members rresent rerresenting six
generations. The occasionwas enjioyed by a number of
w-ites from Yakima, Go'dendale and other places--2. Wilgus--

Yakima Herald, North Yakima, Washington lerritory, July 11, 1889,



Indians

The Indian school maintained at Yakima by the Catholics
closed on Saturday last for a v cation of two mohths, Father
“qrrand and a courle of the sisters escorted twenty-two of the
scholars to their romes in Kittitas county Monday--Yakima Herald,

August 2, 1879,



“eservation--Schools

Yart Dimcoe

Dear Editor: it gives me pleasure to camply with yowr request
for a sketch of our work here.

This fort was bullt in 1856 , nearthe close of the Indian war.

Since 1861 it has been the residence of the Indian agent. It 1s
beautifully situated near the foothills of the Cascade range and
surrounded by large oak trees., 1he homse occupied by the ageng is a
fine dwelling. During the I dian trouble it was occﬁpied by “mneral
, then Lieutenant, Philip Sheridan; in fact it with many others was
built for United States army officers.

In 1860 iather Wilbur , 88 the Indian call him, began work émong the
Indians; he was appointed superintendent of instruction and at once
opened a school, gathering in the children.

His wife, without making a cent of pay, im ediately began the process
of cleaning, training, teaching and winning them. A year later Mr. W"Oilbu:c'
was appointed agent. s he assuméd the entire administration of the
agency, his aim was to bring hi wards to the point of self-support.

For twenty-two years the Wilburs remained at their post, bringing
the Indians up to a higher level of thrift and prosperitye.

%he school here 1s now maintained by the government; there are
about one hundred and fifty pupils in attend;nce. There are two large
buildings, the one used for the boys is comparatively new as it
was finished about a year ago, their old dormitory having been destroyed
by fire. One can stand in front of the girls' building and comiand a
view of thesurrounding cbuntry for miles, dotted here and there with Inddan
farms.

The school house is quite an old affair, much too small for the
number of pupils it has to accommodate,

The superintendent, three taachers, one of whom has charge of the



kindergarten , girls' matron, boys' matron, seamstress, assistant
seamstress, cooking teacher, industrial teacher and fa mer all reside
at theschool
;he children, except the very small ones, a ttend school only
a hal’ da&; those attending in the morning are detained to work
in the mornings énd vice versa.
The boys plough, hoe , make hay, saw and chop wood for work
in the blacksmith shop. .
The girls are taught to mke clothing, to cool, wakh disﬁes,
malke beds and do laundry work; in fact theyare taught to be
housekeepers. fach girl is detailed fﬁr one month to her department;
they are quite fond of changes; i1f they are in the kitchen, they are glad
to goto the sewing room and from the sewing room to the laundry,
bverything from morning until‘night is begun and ended by the tap of
a bell, They rise at six, breakfast at seven, go to dinner at 12, to supper
at five and retire at half past eight.
Sefore each meal the girls gather in their sitting room and the
boys in front of the dining room, and at a given signal mar ch in to the
tap of the drum; they stand behind their chairs u til a signal is
given by the supe}intendent or matron, then sit and a k a blessing in
oncert on the food before them.
At the tap of a bell the large girl ar boy at the eml of each
table begin to serva. fwo girls are detailed to pass the bread and see
that the pitchers arefilled with water or milk.
It is interesting to watch the Indianchildren. So many differeht
faces , some dark and stolid, others bright and happy; but take them
all together they are as well behaved and as easily controlled as the’same
number of whites anml have quite as good table manners.This speaks well
for thesuperintendent andemployes, \

On the last day of school, which occurs early in July,they have an



entertainment. Sometimes they give a play or a little cantata. Some

of themhave bery good voices.
I, their studies they excel in United States history, being very fond
of the early portion, probably on account of the stories told of

the Indians.,

But the day of days is the first day of vacation, when the
parents or friends come totake them home. They generally come in
the morning, eat a big dinner,then take the ir children and ride
away, some to good homes, some to miserable tepees, where they
are kept until the opening of theschool in O8tober---'¥akima Herald,
Febe 17, 1898--(AB}



Indians

Tuition on about 518 Indian children enrolled in the
public schools 1s being paid this year ¥hrough the I,dian
agency according to the report made by Major Lvan Estep,
Indian agent.

The White Swan district gets the greatest lump sum,
$8,1%7 for the year 1924%. Toppenish rec ives §$4,499 and
Wapato is given $1,454.

It is expecied that the total payment for the current
year will be close to $80,000 at the average rate of 40 cents
for each day of attendance. A school inspector is
employed by the agency to see that the youngsters are in
school regularly and properly attentive to their lessons=-The

Yakim: Republic, April 11, 1925,



Indians=*ducation

I'meng tothe efforts of County ®chool Superintendent
Busch the depar tment of'the interior sigmed a contrict yesterday
afternoon with the boards o trustees of the schools of “apato,
Toppenish and White Swan in which the United States agreed to pay
the sum o ":’10 per quarter for ev ry Indian child who attends
the couwntyschools,
There are a number of Indian chldren in theschools of

Yakima county Iand the agreement made withthe government
will mean that the county will be relieved of theburden of
educating the Ipdians.,

Mr, SBusch statedy® d&@d todey that cantract would also mean a savg
tothe government as it costs the United Staes about ¥200 each
a yearfor ead I dian who is cared for in the government schools,
Supt. Bysch has been wopk ng for the la: tyear toget the government
to bear the expense of the Indiam ard feels much elated at his
success,

His efforts were ably seconded by the agent at Fort ®mith and
Sen. Jones whohave backed him in every move(Copy) 't Smith,--
‘he vakima fepublic, Oct. 28, 1910,



On Monday last a sudéen and alarming sickness took poss-
ession of five of the boys at the Indian Training school.

Dr. W.G. Coe was summoned anﬁ found two of the child-
ren in comvulsions. An investigation showed that they had
been out on a picnic and had eaten wild parsnips which are
very poisonous.

Three of the boys had barely tasted the vegetable and
they were not seriously eggecte (copy) but the other two
were past aid.

Dr. Doe (copy) gave them a hypodermic injection of
apomophia, which would relieve a strong man's stomach in less
than two minutes but it had no effect and they died that night,

Yakima Herald, Thursday, March 31, 1892,



The general appearance of the Fat Simcoe schools is not what it should be,
some of the buildings are in need of repair,

A school house should be built and either an electric light plant or a gas
plant should be installed says John Charles, inspector in the Indian service of
Uncle Sam,

Mr, Charles recommernds the erection of a new school with an assembly hall
provided and suggests that the present school building be removed to a different
location and fitted out for commissary program.

The boys?! dormitory building requires extensive repairs, especially to the
foundation and the plastering. The same complaint is made of the girls' building,

Like Puyallup the Yakima school 1s now lighted entirely by oil lamps. There
is in consequence great danger from fire, Mr., Charles very strongly urges the
installation of either an electric light plant or an acetylene gas plant to replace
the lamps,

Notwithstanding the considerable number of children attending the Yakima school
there is no hospitalhuilding provided for the accommodation of the sick. The
erection of such a bullding is recommended. Up to the present time there has been
but little shop work for the Indian boys principally because of the lack of
facilities, Inasmuch as the shop industries are-very essential Mr, Charles recom-—
mends the construction of a shop to accommodate the carpentry, blacksmithing and
other classgs. The principal industrial work at the present time is in connection
with the gardens which are reported as exceptionally creditable,

He recommends removal of scatteriné small buildings and erection of a fence
enclosing the school grounds to keep out stray Indian ponies.

-=THE YAKIMA HERALD, June 17, 1903
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