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July 24,1954
Hon, Warren G, Magnuson,
United ®tates Senate,
Washington, 25, D.C,

Dear Senator Magnuson:

Thank you 8incerely for your interest in the Wanapum
Band of Priest Rapids Indiems, and for forwerding me information
relating to the situation of the Bureau of Indian Affairs regamd ing
these abandore d people.

I do not see that anythinc can be done at this time for the
Wanapums, inasmueh as according to my previous explanation, the claims
of the Yakima Tribe for reimbursement for land 8ccupied by the ‘ﬁmapums,
is one of the pending claims before thé Indien “lalms Commissione

I explained thet I did not wish to prejudice the claim In any wvay.
When a decision ha- been reached, it may clear the way for more definite
action,

I have tea:ifled for the Department of Justice in oprosition to the
Yaxima oleims, In event that this s ction is thrown out of the Ceded
Lends Case, thet wuld le:ve the Wanapums with g very valid claim to
property including the Priest Rapids Dam site. “ut just so the matter
is straight in your mind, the "annpuma wuld ask only for a fair
ad justment of their rights, and t het would not be an excessive payument,
They would continue to ask for e home along the riw r in the lend of
their encestors, to perpetuate their culture, tlke last pure culture of
eny Northweat tribes, to my knowledge,

The Wanapums &re poor people. They heve not resorted to an attorney
and do not intend to do so. There 1is no danger to fecr action on
their part. And I have test'fled that I profit in no way in this
connection.

I am available to resume my testimony, for the government if ¢ alkd
upon to do,so, and my friends, the Yakimas, lmow I will testify
honestly, ¥y their religion, dialect, folk lore and meny other ways,
the "mnapums cen be proven separate psoples It can aslso be proven that
Kamiakin nor none of the Yakima chiefs did not speak for these people,
who were not represented at the Trezty Council of walla Walla in 1855,

I mention these things now, for your records, in avent 1t becomes
necessary, 6f ter the claims are settled to purs the Yanspum ceuse
against the opposition of the Bureau of Indian Affairs. I suspect that
in the fisl analyais relief for them can be obtained in one of two
ways, Legislative action, setting aside & home for them, or a
Presidential proclaimation effecting the same result. 4nd at t he proper
time public sentiment will favor this, I en sure,
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It 18 true the Yakimas, after many years end in order to secure
or attempt to secure for themseclves a larger territory to include in
their ceded land claims, did invite the Wanapums to enroll. Most of
the ancestors of these people intermar ried with the vaerious tribes
makin- up the Yakima Nation. Even emong the remnant “anapuma, there
are thes e who are married to Yakima or ¥arm Spring enrolled women,

But, attempts to gain ellotments bZ some of these people, in formsr
years, were re jected by the Yakimas, ®“nd if they are construed members
of that nation by treaty, then most surely they are entitled to
allotment as well as enrollment,

‘“orever, these people chw e to live outside of the reservation,
making their own way in 1life, #nd that,unless I have been misled,
isthe very thing the Bureau of Indian Aerairs is encouraging ‘ndians
not only of thé Yakima Tribe,but over the entire United “tate:, wherever
reservat ions exist, to 8o,

S I believe you will agree that the proper thing to do at this
time is to awalt developments , let the claims be clecred and adjusted,
and see the attitude taken toward these pgople by whatever agency
is granted & permit by the Federal Power “ommission. There appesws
many complications ahead, but I believe they will straighten out,
8ince these people are fair and honest,

Thank you again for your courtesyx and assistance.

- 1 am encdlosing & clipping to go with your file in this matter, and
as development occur, there w11l be other clippings, or letters, for
your reference. ®And it may bse possib® that when you return home,

I may be granted an Interview to go more completely into this matter,
,}ooking forward to your assistance and cooperation &t the proper time,
hat I am sure, 1s not now

gincerely Yours

C1ick Relander





