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WASHINGTON, D. C., May 5, 1960 == The economy and
community life of the 5000 members of the Salish and Kootenai Indian Tribes
of the Flathead Reservation in western Montana will be seriously disrupted
if Congre§s authorizes seizure by the Corps of Engineers of the Army of
valuable.tribal dam sites in order that a larger, more costly dam can be built
Jjust off the reservation by the Corps, said two official delegates of the
Tribes in Washington today.

Proponents of the Knowles high dam public=-power project
have written a bill which they propose to attach as a rider to the Rivers and
Harbors public-works bill expected to come up in the United States Senate
about the middle of May. That bill would authorize the Secretary of the
Interior and the Salish and Kootenai Tribes of Indians to negotiate for the
taking of the Indian land, but the certain provision for condemnation proceedings
provided in the bill wouid serve as a blackjack over the tribes, said Walter
McDonald, former chairman of the tribes and member of ‘the Montana Inter-Tribal
organization,

The tribes are opposed to the building of any high dam,
which would floocd valuable tribal grazing lands. If the tribal damsites
are developed it will probably be done privately at no cost to the government.
A high dam just off the reservation has been estimated to cost more than a

quarter of a billion dollars. The two tribgl sites would produce more than
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add 1 (Kootenai and Salish Tribes oppose Knowles Dam)

90% of the same kilowatts as the high dam proposed by the Corps of Engineers, at
less than one-sixth the cost, the tribal delegates said,

Many additional problems will be avoided if Congress abandons
the plan of the Corps of Engineers. Walter Morigeau, a tribal delegate who is
a rancher on the reservation, said that a serious boom and bust crises will
befall the tribes if Congress adopts the present course of action. This can
be avoided if annual payments, including payments in power, are made to the
tribes instead of one cash payment for all their tribal title, which would be
quickly distributed and spent. The delegates declared that even if the high
dam is built it is unnecessary to take more than an easement from the Indians
instead of all their right, title and interest.

Although Knowles Dam itself would be built a short distance
off the Flathead Indian Reservation, the water would back up sixty-five miles
onto the tribally-owned grazing land on the reservation. Indian cattlemen
have equal rights in the use of the tribally-owned grazing land and they would
have to divvy up the remaining acres to make room for those squeezed out of

the taking area.
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November 18, 1960

FOR TMMEDTATE RELEASE

A resolution was adopted last night by the National Congress of American
Indians meeting in convention in Denver, Colorado, strongly endorsing t@e
position t aken by the Indian tribes of the Pacific Northwest and Alaska,
who urge that Chemawa Indian School near Salem, Oregon, be reopened to the
children of those regio?s.

i' 1 The Chemawa School, which served the Indians of the Northwest and
Alaska for more than seventy-five years, w as conve;ted into an exclusive
Navajo institution in the Esienhower administration, The Indians of the
area protest that they have need of the facility to serve homeless and
neglected children, children from broken homes, and the children of
destitute parents who are unable to @ ovide support,

Delegates of Indian tribes in Oregon and waélington and Mr, George
Miyeeato, representing the Alaska Native Brotherhood, were among the 300
officigl delegates of 70 tribes who began their deliberations in Denver on
Monday,.

EDITOR: Please pick up attached page,
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The Executive Council of the National Congress of American Indians, meeting in
Salt Lake City, Utah, Hotel Utah, December 8 through 11 voted again to renew its
efforts and that of the entire organization in defeating the appointment of Wesley
A. D'Ewart as Assistant Secretary of the Interior. The appointment is an interim
one and will require Senate confirmation in the next Session of Congress. They
enlist public support--especially fram church and conservation groups of the
country-~in defeating Senate confirmation of Mr. D'Ewart's appointment. In resolu-
tion passed by scme fifty official tribal delegations in 12th Annual Convention
of this only national all-Indian orgenization in Spokane, Washington last September,
the Indians opposed the rumored appointment of Mr. D'Ewart for the reason they are
of the opinion that the record of Mr. D'Ewart when he was a member of Congress was
one which showed him to be unsympathetic toward the Indian people in their efforts
to maintain their diminishing land base,

The executive session reported its denunciation of the present administration's
piecemeal termination of Federal responsibility before that responsibility has been
fully end honorably discharged. In analyzing the present problems of the Indiens
and their need for improved and expanded education, health and econamic opportuni-
ties, they pointed out the shameful history of failure of the Trustee--the Federal
Govermment--in carrying out its treaty obligations to American Indians.

They called upon the 8hth Congress, Second Session, to rescind H. Con. Res.
108 passed by the 83rd Congress in 1953 which declares the policy of the United
States Government to be one of terminating its responsibilities toward the Indian

people as rapidly as possible. The Indians asked, instead, that Congress declare



a policy which calls for a constructive resources development program along the
lines of the technical assistance and Point Four programs which this nation has
found to be good business in under-developed countries abroad.

The NCAI's governing body appointed a committee of six of its members to study
and intensify its efforts by NCAI to initiate tribal self-help, adult education
and community development programs on Indian reservations and to seek means for
bringing these about.

The most intense session of the four-day meeting came when an official delega-
tion of Yakimas presented a carefully documented report of what they called
"incredibly callous, dictatorial" action by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs in
"interfering" in the Yakima election which was held on December &th, the validity
of which the Commissioner has questioned. The question of validity arose when the
Yakima General Council voted to postpone the election two days because of the

Credit Committee Chairman
death of the tribe's / and one of its most esteemed members. The NCAI
Executive Council, by a rising unanimous vote, pledged the full resources of its

organization to support the Yakima tribe in seeking public understanding and back-

ing for validation of their December 6th election by the Department of the Interior.

He KW e X
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Weshington, D.C., March 29; President Eisenhower was called upon today to
state whether his adninistration epproves the recent efforts of the Assistant
Attorney General, Perry lorton, todtain Congressional emendments which would

_aLnoat destroy the Indian Claims Commission Act,

In a letter to President Eisenhower, Joseph R. Garry, President of the
National Congress of American Indians, said the organization "would appreciate
your advising us whether the recent action of the Assistant Attorney General
before three committees of Congress in an effort to obtain amendments which
would almost completely destroy the Indian Claims Commission Act has the
approvel of your edministration,” The National Congress of American Indians,
with e national office in the Dupont Circle Building, is the only national
orgenization of Indian tribes and Indian individuals,

The Indian Claims Commission Act was passed in 1946 to give the Indian
tribes their day in court on their meny ¢laims against the United States. Prior
to thet act, the Indians could not sue the United States without a special act
of Congress and many claeims of the Indians, some more than 100 years old, had not
been heard, In passing the act, Congress stated that in order to solve the so-
called Indian problem it waes necessary thet all Indian claims be heard and
settled "once and for all",

(next page)



Last year the Court of Claims sustained an award to the Otoe and Missouria
Tribe of Oklahome for land previously occupied and possessed by them as their
homeland but ceded by the Indians to the United States in 1833 without fair
campensation., The Department of Justice had unsuccessfully contended that so-
celled "original Indian title"--mere title by reason of possession and not
recognized by a treaty or act of Congress--was not sufficient beris for a law-

decision
€ult., When the Supreme Court refused to review this/by the Court of Claiums,
the Department of Justice is reported to have taken its argument to Congress,

"We do not believe thet the administration's policy could be to deny the
Indiens their day in Court provided by Congress almost 10 years ago when it
enacted the Indien Claims Commission Act, but the Assistant Attorney General's
action is open to that interpretation," the National Congress of American
Indians told the President,.

"Indian tribes throughout the United States and Alaska have been investing
their funds for many years, but especially in the last ten years, to prosecute
Indian title claims, Mary poor tribes have appropriated the last dollars in
their treasuries in order to kegp these claims in progress, Some of our old
people pass on each year--they and all the rest of us believing the Nation
was sincere in giving us our day in Court..... We beg you to let us know where
your Administration stands and we ask you to advise us whether the action of the
Assistant Attorney General is approved by your Administration or whether it

represents only his personal conviction", the National Indian Congress concluded.
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OFFICIAL AMERICAN INDIAN LEADERS WIND UP WEEK-LONG SESSIONg

DENOUNCE WHITE HOUSE PICKETING BY UNREPRESENTATIVE TRIBE

WASHINGTON, D,C., March 23, 1959 . . The elected leaders of the
National Congress of American Indians, wlnding up a week-long meet-
iIng here, took time off from their deliberations to denounce the
picketing of the White House by an unrepresentative group of
Iroquols Indians from upper New York State. Led by their self-
styled "spokesman," retired Brigadiler General Herbert C., Holdridge,
this Iroquols band also attempted a '"ecitizens' arrest" of Indian
Commissioner Glenn L, Emmons at the Interior Department last Friday,
then trled to present a petition to the British Embassy here to
Intervene in their behalf.

Joseph R, Garry, President of the National Congress of American
Indians, said: "These manifestations are irresponsible and disgrace-
ful, they are out of Indian character, and they do not represent
Indian sentiment as a whole, Most Indians are offended, moreover,
when our cercmonial regalla, which we assocate with solemn occaslons,
is used 1n a cheap publicity stunt.” Garry further added that he
thought that General Holdridge was doing a great disservice to Indilans
by promoting petitions to foreign governments, in place of making
responsible presentation of thelr grievances before proper Congress-

ional and Interior Department authoritiles, and the courts.

MORE



"Responsible Indian leaders have frequent opportunity to dis-
cuss thelr problems and aspirations with Congressmen, most of whom
are sympathetlc and receptive to our people when they understand the
issues," said Garry, "and while we have our differences with
Commissioner Emmons and the Indlan Bureau, we deplore the high-handed,
menacing tactics taken by General Holdridge and the Iroquois group.
Garry made 1t clear that the National Congress of American Indlans,
which offlclally represents the majority of Indian tribes, had
refused to assoclate itself in any way wilth the Holdridge group's
Washington foray, and added that official Indian leaders from every
part of the country were shocked that so much credence would be
given by the public to the demonstrations in Washington that were
"phoney" in so many ways.

While the Iroquoils were picketing the White House in war bonnets,
Garry and 75 Indian officials from 35 tribes were meeting in executive
council at the Sheraton-Park Hotel, in sober discussion of a wide
range of Indian matters varying from Congressional policy to Colorado
River water rights. They voted to support a new Congressional reso-
lution (SCR 12) introduced by Senator James Murray of Montana,
redefining U.S federal policy toward Indlans. This resolution provides
that no termination of federal trusteeship or services to Indians
shall take place unless the tribes affected have full understanding
of the proposed termination and until Indians are on a parity in
health and education wlth other Americans.

The Indlans' executive council also urged amendment of the
Soclal Securlity Act to eliminate discrimination against Indians in
public welfare programs, and recommended changes in eligibility
requirements for federal health and education services to Indians.

MORE



They also reaffirmed their support of the Area Redevelopment Bill
(sometimes called the "depressed areas" bill), now pending in
Congress.

Garry noted that the Indians had never before been so united
and vigorous in pressing their legitimate aspirations through
proper channels., "This makes us all the more concerned when some
of our people are led to participate in cheap publicity stunts
which tend to make other Americans believe that Indians are

irresponsible or even unpatriotic," he said.

end
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AMERICAN INDIAN LEADERS HAIL NEW BOOK;

SEEN AS RAISING MAJOR POLICY DEBATE IN CONGRESS

WASHINGTON, D. C., May, 1959 ... American Indian leaders, U.S. Senators.
and authorities on Indiasn affairs are commemting widely on a new book
which is expected to generate sharp discussion in and out of Congress
on the entire issue of Federal relations with the Indian tribes.
Entitled INDIANS AND OTHER AMERICANS (Harper & Brothers), the book
was jointly written by Harold E. Fey, editor of the CHRISTIAN CENTURY,
and D'Arcy McNickle, of the Flathead tribe of Montana, who for 16
years was on the staff of the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs and now
heads American Indian Development, Inc.

In a major article in the SATURDAY REVIEW of May 9, Senator
Richard L. Neuberger describes the book as "moving and eloquent”.

"When we lecture to other nations about !self determination of
peoples!", writes Sen. Neuberger, "we conveniently forget that the
only such determination that we allowed the American Indian was usually
the business end of a cavalry troop's carbines." He also observes,
"American Indians weigh heavily on the collective conscience of us all.
This was their land. They roamed it free as air. We took it away
from them - by fair means or foul."

While Senator Neuberger does not agree with the authors on all
counts, Indian leaders themselves proclaim the book as a major con-

tribution in setting forth the Indians!' position and aspirations.

(more)
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Joseph Garry, President of the National Congress of American Indians
(which represents 63 of the most important tribes) considers it the
most important book on Indian affalrs to appear for many years. He
states: "To the millions of well-meaning Americans who still tend to
think of the Indians in terms of stereotypes, the cold, hard facts in
this book may come as something of a shock. But it will be a healthy
shock if they are able to appraise -- many for the first time -- the
real situation and aspirations of America's most neglected and most
misunderstood minority".

The book takes the wraps off the drama which has been unfolding
in Washington since 1952, when the U.S. govermment anmounced a policy
of withdrawing Federal responsibility and support from Indian tribes,
a policy to eventually cut them adrift under circumstances which Indians
believe would mean their virtual destruction. The reasons for the
intense Indian opposition to this policy, at which Congress is now
taking a second look, are made clearly in the book.

Noted author Oliver LaFarge, who is also President of the Agsocia-
tion on American Indian Affairs, describes the book as "the best and
most readable popular account of the history of our relations with the
Indians, our administration of their affairs, and their present situ-
ation that has been written up to now." He is seconded by John
Collier, former U.S. Commissioner of Indlan Affairs, who says, "The
book's theme is vital to every American; and the problem 1t presents
and the solutions it advocates are immediate, politically present.”

(End)
SFR/ jp
5/6/59
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EDITOR: Please see top page for first paragraphs

Convention highlights have been:

(1) A telegram from President-elect John F, Kennedy reaffirming his
campaign pledge of a program for the development of the human and natural
resources of Indian reservations as an integral part of the total program of
his administration and thus rejecting Eisenhower's termination policys

(2) Announcement to the delegates by Dr, Sol Tax of the University of
Chicago of the University's intention to begin immediately a comprehensive
study of the American Indian today in partnership with Indian tribes and repre-
sentatives of govermmental and private agencies, The study is to be completed
by June and it is hoped that such a study will provide a factual and objective
basis for any policies and actions adopted by the new administratiop;

(3) Addresses by Congressman Wayne Aspinall of Colorado and Dr, Karl
Menninger, Menninger Foundation, Topeka, Kansasj

(4) Special sessions with representatives of 2% colleges and universities,

.including Normap McKown, Oregqn State College, .Caorvallis and Theodore Stern
of the Univers1ty of Oregon.,

» ‘-, Out of these joint and concurrent sessions
developed a program for continuing liaison among the National Congress of
American Indians, individual tribes, and colleges and universitiess

(5) Election of officers for the caming year and adoption of thirty
resolutions, including one which sets forth the qralifications deemed necessary
by NCAI member tribes for candidates for the position of Commissioner of

Indian Affairs,

‘more(
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The National Congress of American Indians is the only all-Indian
organization in the United States. Its policies and procedures are
determined by vote of official delegates of member tribes, Established in
194k, its membership has steadily increased and it is rapidly gaining recog-

nition as the leading spokesman for a majority of the Indian peoples

Sty ey

NOVEMBER 18, 1960



INTERNATIONAL SERVICE
Checl the classof servicedesired ;
1211 otherwise the message willbe

DOMESTIC SERVICE \_
Chéck the class of servicadesired ; $
otherwise this message willbe
sentasa fullrate telegram sentat thefullrate

FULL RATE TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER E LETTER TELEGRAM

~\NIGHT LETTER HIP RADIOGRAM
i W. P. MARSHALL, PRESIDENT \§ r

NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVC. PD. ORCOLL. CASH NO, CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed fo

By rising unanimous vote following telegram was dirécted sent to Honorable
Secretary of Interior with copy to you:

"The Honorable Douglas McKay December 13, 1955
Secretary of the Interior
Weshington 25, D.C.

National Congress of Americen Indiens Executive Council in official meeting Salt
Lake City December 8 through 10 is shocked to hear reports from Yakima Nation
with regard to arbitrary and tyrannical action of Commissioner of Indian
Affairs in respect to Yekima Election Dec. 6th. We are sickened

at callous lack of respect for circuustances of death that enter into

matter under consideration. NCAI deplores and condemns threats and interference
in self-government in any form as evidenced in threat of Secretarial election.
It is our understanding that a disinterested comaittee reported the Dec. 6th
election was orderly and democratic and that wishes of majority (233-18) clearly
.were followed. This case following reports of bitter resentment of Seminoles
and Creeks over alleged political interference in Selection of their chiefs can
mean nothing else to us but total lack of administration respect for basic
principles of self-government. Commissioner's action is incredibly dictatorial
and we have upon request from Yakima General Council pledged all possible support
to them in efforts to get public support for their position. In name of decency
and dewocracy we appeal to you take firm hand in correcting attitude and trend
expressed in the Yakima case end to honor the Dec. 6 Yakima election.

JOSEFH R. GARRY, PRESIDENT
NCAI EXECUTIVE COUNCIL"

For further information on the sbove matter, contact Paul M. Niebell, 1201 19th
Straet, N.W., Washington, D.C., (DIstrict 7-6333).

National Congress of
American Indians
226 Dupont Circle Building
. Washington 6, D.C.
z (ADams 2-3390, ADams 2-8566)



ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS:

To guard agalnst mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it repeated, that i3, telegraphed back to the originating ofMee for comparlson. For this, one-half the
unrepeated message rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwlse indicated on its face, this {8 an unrepeated message and paid for as such, In consideration whereof it is agreed betwesn
the sender of the message and the Telegraph Company as follows:

1. The Telegraph Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delnirs in the transmission or delivery, or for non-dellvery, of any message recelved for transmission at the unrepeated-
message rate beyond the sum of five hundred dollars: nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message recelved for transmission at tha repeated-
message rate beyond the sum of five thousand dolliars, unless apeoclally valued; nor in any case for delays arlsing from unavoldable interrupticn in the working of its lines,

2. In any cvent the Telegraph Company shall not be liable for damages for mistakes or delays {n the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether
caused by the negligence of Its servants or otherwise, beyond the actual 10ss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of each message
represents that the message is valued, unless a greater value is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the messnge 18 tendered for transmisston, and unless the repeated-message
tate 18 pald or agreed to be paid and an additionsal charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such valuation shall axceed five thousand doliars,

P 3. The Telegraph Company I8 hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach its
on.

4, The applicable tariff charges on 8 message destined to any point in the continental United States listed in the Telegraph Company’s Directory of Stations cover its dellvery within
the established city or community limits of the destination point. Beyond such limits ard to polnts not listed in the Telegraph Company's Directory of Btatlons, the Telegraph Company does
not undertake to make dellvery but will endeavor to arrange for delivery by nni/ available means as the agent of the sender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection

of any additional charge from the addressee and agrees to pay such additional

charge if 1t {s not collected from the addressee.

5. No responsibility attaches to the Tclegraph Company concerning messages until the same are acce;

one of the Telegraph Company's messengers, he acts for that purposo ag the agent of the sender; except that w!
senger In that instanco acts as the sgent of the Telegraph Company in accepting the message, the

6. The Telegraph Compan
after the message is filed with the Telegraph Clompany for transmission in th
‘Texas) or betwern a point in the Urited Stntes on the one hand and & point in Alaska, Canada, Mexico, gr St. Pierre-Miquelon Islands on the otl

Eted at one of its transmitting offices; and if a message I8 sent to such office by
en the Telegraph Company sends a messenger to pick u
elegraph Company assuming responsibliity from the time of suc!

will not be llable for damages or statutory penalties when the claim is not presented in writing to the Telegraph Company, (a) within ninety days
o case of a message between points within the United States (excogn in the case of an intrastate message In
cr hand, or between a point in the United

a message, the mes-
acceptance.

States and 2 ship at sea or tn the alr, (b) within 95 days after the cause of action, if any, shall have accrued in the case of an intrastate message tn Texas, and (¢) within 180 days after

the message is fited with the Telegraph Company for transmission in the case of & message between a point in the United States and a foreign or overseas
specifled above in this parngraph; provided, however, that this condition shall not apply to claims for dzemages or overcharges within the purview of SBection

oint other than tHe points
15 of the Communications

Act of 1934, as amended.

7. It is agreed that in any action by the Telegraph Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmlission and delivery thercof shall be
presumed, subject to rebuttal by competent evidence.

8. Bpeclal terms governing the transmisslon ot'mmsng according to thelr classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes in addition to
all the foregoing terms.

9. No employee of the Teiegraph Company i8 suthorized to vary the foregoing,

T54
v CLASSES OF SERVICE

DOMESTIC SERVIdES: | i ' INTERNATIONAL SERVICES ...
TELEGRAM FUI;L ;ATE (FR) R

The fastest domestic service, The fastest oversens service. May be written In code, clpher, or in any langunge ex-

pressed in Roman latters.
DAY LETTER (DL)

A deferred same-day service, at low rates. L ERRECEGRAMIET)

For overnight plainlznguage messages, at half-rate. Minknum charge for 22 wordsapplies.

NIGHT LETTER {(NL) : Wi e 3

. . = SHIP RADIOGRAM [ e 3
Economical overnlght setvice. Accented up to 2 A. M. for delivery the followlng morning, —_——— e e e \ : : ==
at rates lower than the Telegram or Day Lotter rates, it S e For messages to and from ships gt sea.
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