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Investment Great, But Returns Are Greater

Economics
Give Proof
Of Point

In a land where rainfall is

It takes

keep an irrigation system run-
hing and money for
wages s like a Jeak in a canal—

All of which seems like a lot
of fuss and feathers to people
with umbrellas. Even when
they're convinced the reclaimed
land is needed to feed the grow-
ing population, they sull feel
that irrigation is an expensive
to farm.

The economic facts. however,
do not bear this out. While the
cost of bringing waler (o arid
land, and keeping it there, is
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ies which would not be
Yakima Valley today if
water had not been made
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tered far and wide. And, in some
instances, there are no records
whatsoever.

The Bureau of Reclamation,
though, has compiete construc-

construction
on the Yakima Project varied
through the years, depending on
the time the work was done and
on the type of construction
needed. For example, the Sun-
nyside Division and the Tieton
Division went in at approxi-

former averaged $40 an acre
while the latter cost $125 an
acre. This is quite a spread but
the cost of the Tieton project
was boosted by the construction
of expensive mountain tunnel-

There's a big

gated and unlrrigated land. On one side there are erops and
income; on the other side are sagebrush and deserl. Thls plc-

ing. The Sunnyside Division has
no such problems.

The Kittitas Division yas con-
structed during the 1920's and
because it,foo, has tunnels and
concrele  flumes thal wind

figures around mountains, it cost an

average of $150 an acre.
Recenl Times

The Roza was built in recent
times and included not only
tunneling bul the construction
of a diversion dam and pumping
plants. Its costs, not including
the power project, amounted (o

funds for reservation better-
ment.
Mosi of the smaller projects

— and some of the early rec-
ords cannot be located. Many
of the projects were buill at
the time of or prior to the Sun-
nyside and Tieton Divisions
and, in some instances, farm-
‘ers coniributed their labor and
their teams to the work to cul
costs,

‘These things make it difficult
1o assess accurale construction
costs. However, if an arbiirary
figure of §50 an acre is assigned
to the work, the cost of these
smaller projects, total area of
which is around 50,000 acres,
probably would nol exceed £
millions.

The Wapato Project is an-
other matler. Il was built over
@ longer period of time and
rising costs would have had an
effect upon ils per acre costs.
On the other hand, the project
does nol include any expensive
tunneling or fluming. But, the
project is vast, containing 136,

000 scres and if construction
costs averaged $100 an acre, the
overall cost would be close to
§15 millions.

With the Yakima Project

274.24; and movable equipment
$13,205.67.
Of the total amount, $1,332,-

21645 was fixed by contract

matter of fact, it the
?n; irrigation district in the this amount, nearly one Balf
United States fo pay off its fed- has been repaid
eral _indebtedness — but addi- Construction  costs.
tional money was oblalned IO oy onty a part of the total &
improvements. pleture. Through the years eich

Chazges Faid of the districts has had lobe

Construction costs charged 10 ;o rpied and maintaimd
power are being paid off eg cogis are even more dif-
through the use of power b¥  poyyy 1o come by than the fig-
the digtricls nvolved and yog o congtruction costs. The
twough the sale of SUPIS  Bureay of Reclumatlon, hiw-
PO cver, does have some opera-
The only 0815 fion and figureson
that are being paid by tax dol- Tieton, Kiltitss,
lars are the fish and wildiife Resy ang Kennewick Divisbos
costs. and from these a fairly
All districts, both those di-
rectly afflisted with the Burea eca me: b o ol the' sl
of Reclamation and those whose
only connection with the bureau Cests

Kachess $7343.7; Lake

Keechelus $1,54,483.56; Bump-

ing Lake §541,047.78; plant §26,-

enlarged and that cosls have
risen sharply since World War

lions.
This estimate, coupled with
0

costs, provides the overall $100
‘millions believed to be the cost

tion and maintainance.
About the only thing lacking in
the £.12 billions are income
figures.
smaller districts.
Back in 1907 there were a

Di produce.
With 40,000 acres under water,

come dropped even though
acreage was Increased.

The Kennewick was on the
line in 1934 with 2,158 acres pro-

26,000
producing  $2,813,150; Wapalo
.00 acres producing 8,57,
146, and Sunnyside 80,000 actes
producing $3,334,685. Total in-
come that year was nearly §11
millions.

Slow Start

‘The Roza's beginning was
slow and in 1041 only 1861
acres were under walter. They
produced crops valued at $239,-
a7,
Kennewick then was up to 3,
@38 acres producing 832,

duced 35,183,446, Total values
thal year amounted (o $215
‘millions.

It was in 1958 that the Kenne-
its 7,000 acres produced $855,-
435 while Kittitas produced §2,-
107,551 on 55,000 acres, Rom
§14,176,419 on 67,000 acres, Tie-

$13,686,688

come that year was $69 mil-
lians.

Last year Kennewick produc-
ed $1.385,05 on 12,000 acres,

Kittitas  §2,656,588 on 55,000

acres, Roza $18,112,34 on 67,-

000 acres. Tieton $11,451,050 on

,000 acres; Wapato $23.443-

709 on 131,000 acres, and Sunny-

side §18,862,632 on 83,000 acres.
88 Millions

Total income from crops for

tion is & economically produc-

rainfall, there’s still an-
other argument, a real clinch-
er, In an irrigated area, a per-
't need an umbrella.
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