1212 N, 32nd Ave,
XXXXXXXXXX ;

Attorney General Don Eastvold, June 22,1954
Attorney Ceneral's Office,

Olympia, Washington.

Dear Sipt

I am writinz at the re-uest of the non-treaty
bend of Wanapum Indians of Friest Rapids,

ive occasion is the citetion of two of these
men--there sre less than & dozen all together--for fishing
for salmon at their ancestrial fishery on the Yax ima River,
commonly known &s the Horn or wanawish.

The two appesred in couwrt and their case was
taken care of,.

However this esction has confronted them with the
problem of subsistence, 1t being their cus tomary fishery
where they obtained salmon not only for food but for their
religious ceremo-lsls, a custom car ried out before the
soming of the white men.

These people were granted the mrivllege of
continuing their fishing at this site in House Bill No,
327, introducéed at the 26th session of the gEaEe Legislature
by L. Dgw McQuesten of Yakima, [Introduced Feb, 9,1939])

They continued to fish , unmolested until this
yeur when the citations were brought by the State Department
of Fisheries, A documented request for adirective permlitting
te se peonle to exercise thelir pre-histaic rights md
rel%gion, was gorwarded to the Director of the *epartmet
of Fisheries. Put it has not been acimowledged.

Tne House Bill No. 387, referred to, it is my
understanding, was killed by number a few years ago
without knowledge on the part of the “enapums or their
friends, and perhaps without knowledge of legisletors
from this area that it was being done,

I am writing to request atthis time 1f the
records of the action ere avellable, to show,why the
b111 wes killed, who killed it, detes, etc. ‘his should
not be a lengthy document end 11 suthorige a microfilm
b be made of it, since I have my own microfilm scenner,



For personal reference to someone you mey know, please
consult My, “dward M, Morrissey,ffrmerly of Yakima,

For your informet ion, I haw e testified, under questioning
of the Department of Justice before a federal commlssioner
regarding these pecple, that I profit in mo way from my
assoc iat ion with them, other than as a friend and brother,

And for your inforgetion, these peonle have lived, Since
time immemorial, on the Columbis ﬁver at the oommonly
known site of the proposed Priest *‘apids am, yot
in terpose no objections azainst contemplated construction
ofthe dam, other than to secure an in lieu home site on

land now owned by the government or state, whosoever
constructs the dam,

“he informat ion concerning the House B1ll 327,
previously referred to, 18 needed In the event it 1s
necessary to seek the reinststement of that security
legislation for this small band of histaric peogle
whose ancestors did not sign & Treat;y with the overnment
of the United “tates, recognized no chief who signed &
Tresty eand who were protected in their rights by government
legislation which in their case was never carried out,

Your assistance In this mutter wlll be appreciated.

Sincere ly

Cliock Relander





