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James H. Wilbur, familiarly and affectionately known as ¥ather
Wilbur was born on a f arm near the village of Dowville, NY Sept 11, 1811;

was married to Lucretla #nn Stebens; Yarch 9, 1831 and died at kalls I
Walla, Wash, Oct 8, 1887 in his 77th year.

These three events as related to his individual 1life were the
most important,bfs birth, his marriage amd his death. I he task of
the biographermerges am enlarges itself into the work of the
historian. The s mple and short narrative common to the lives of most
men and women concerns but few but it is onlywhen a 1life in its larger
develo ment has touched closely the a ffairs of men and has caused o been
a part of , the times that the narrative becomes his torical.

W,1bur was the son of Presbyterian parents but did not himself become
identified with any church until after his marriage, when he and
his wife were comverted and bscame memiters of t he Methodist
Episcopal churchint e village of Lowville, NY «*t the age of 29
years the presiding elder of his district, '"‘illiém S, Bowdish g ranted
to him a license as an exhorter , in accordance with the ¢ ustoms
and usages of the church at that time and within two years thereafter
daron Adams, as presiding elder, g ranted him the usual license to
preach and in July 1832 he became a member of the Blgck fiver
General conference and entered upon his life work as a Methodist
ministter,

It 1s recorded that he traveled the circuit of Northern New York
until he was called to t his then remote field of his future labors,
the Oregon country.G eorge Gray was then the superintendent of the
Oregon Mission and was a former presiding elde: over Mr. Wilbur in
the Black Hiver conference,(Paper read at celebration of sixtieth
anniversary of t he founding of :aylor-Strset Methodist church of
Pertland, ““ecember 13, 1908,
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On September 27, 1846 in company with William B68 Roberts who had
been appointed superintendent ofthe mission he sailed from New York

@ the bark Whitton coming by way of Cape Horn to the Columbia
Kigera nd landed at Oregon City June 22, 1847,

You will recall that the treaty fof “ashington was signed June 15,
1846 by which the nited Staes and “Yreat Britain settled the Oregon
boundary and although & provisional goverrment had been e stablis hed
for the govermment of the then Oregon country it was not unil August
14, 1848 tha t the Congress of the United ® tates Created a territorial
government embracing this vast reglon of country between the 424 and
49th parallels ami the Pacific Ocean on the west and the “ocky
Mountains on the east. Yames K. Polk was president afi the United
States aml James Buchanan was secretary of state and a cted as
plentipotentiary for the Unltcd States exchanging ratification of the
t reaty of "ashington with fichard Packenham, representing Her
Majesty “ween Vjictoriae "ilbur and Roberts arrived 13 years
after Jason Lee had established the Methodist Mission a few miles

north of Salembut Wilbur and Robe ‘ts came, not so much to extend

and enlarge the wark begun by Lee in an affort to bring reltion
and civilization tdhe I dlans in this section but rather to e stablish ta

the foundation of a C;ristian clvilization in this far-off country by the
e sta 1ishment of missions and churches and schools for our own people
who were then in increasing numbers coming t o this section. Some of

his éo-worknrs of that early date who have left their impress upon
the institu lons ofthe church and the state were David Leslie, u'eorge

Gray, 4.F, Waller, fﬁstavus Hines, “:lliam R berts and T.F. Royal all
8f whoh have passed away excepting Thomas F. Royal, Wilbur's only
daughter was the wife of Rev. S.T. Michael Fadcler, first ®piscopal
degymanan the Or gon country. Mr., Fackler was a native aof
Staunton, Va, He resided on a farm near Butteville, Marion County

for a ti e and conducted services at Champoeg, Baddegreddde Butteville,



Stringtown, Oregon ;ity, Portland and on the Tualatin Plains,

He married Miss ¥ilbur in 1849 and she died in 1850 and was buried in th

the lot in the rear of where Taylor Str et Church now stands.

She left an only child and daughter, who survived her but 11

years. Yather Wilbur's wife died at Walla Walla, September 13,

1887 in her @ 76th year and thus upon the death of Father

Wilbur no linealdescendant of his fam ly survived. He and his wife

were buried in Lee Mission Cemetery °emetery near Salem, Oregon.

When Wilbur arrived in P rtland June 1847 there wwere 13 homeses

in the dense forest where nav stands a city lof nearly 250,000

people ami at thatt ime “alem and Oregon City were thechief centers

of business and population and influence. “alem was but a missionary

point in a country inhabited chiefly by J“-ndi.ans; Uregon Qity was

a trading post with a few hundred population and Portland 4id not

exist as a municipality. In 1849 Yilbur was appointed to the

circuit embracing Oregon City a nd Portland and in 1850 bullt

the first church in this city It 18 estimated that the parsonage

and church so constructed gost #5,000; mechanics received ¥12

per day and lumber was ":’120 per thousand. ‘he I irst sermon

was preached in this city b "illiam R _berts then living at

Oregon City &and the services were held in a cooper shop on the west side

of First street between Myrrison and Yamill. This was on the first

Sunday in N vember, 1847. It is recorded that on the preceding Sunday

Reve C.0. Hosford rode to a polnt on the east side of ths river

and was ferried a ross the stream by James B. Stephens in an

IAdian canoe and landed at what isnow the f oot of Stark street; and
he ¢ lambered up the muddy banka nd enésred a 8068 dense forest

of fir and looking southward entered an opening in the woods

crawling under and cli bing over newly cut logs. #t that time this

pilmeer preacher who had been sent by Puperintendent oberts

to arrange a religious s rvice found scattered & out 14 log cabins
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and a few families, This was on the last Pynday of October, 1847

and on the succeeding bundtsty William Roberts held the first guaaay
religious services and preached the first sermon inwhat is nw the
city of Portland and James H. Wqlbur preached the f irst sermon in Taylor
street church in the spring of 1850,
Until the General conference of 1848 OUregon had been co sidered a
foreign mission but during the session of that body in May of
thalt year in Pittsburglh Pa. the board of biships werse charged to org-
anize during the quadrennlium caference and ths territory tobe
embraced therein was to include all that portion of tle United States
wost of the Rocky Mountailns, (’alifornia, as a result of the war
with Mexico in 1846 had been added to the t erritorial possessions of
the United “tates. "'he Oregon country camprising now the
sta es of Oregon, "ashington, Idaho and the western half of the U .ited
States by right of prior discovery and occupatiom &as well as by purchase
and its chilef importance lay in t he fact tha the United States
had claimed this vast section of the country from the diswovery
of the Columbia ‘iver by Captain Yray, May 11, 1792 more than a
mlf century prior to owr acquisition of ‘_“alifornia and its piloneer
missions and settlers were chiefly from the United Statesg.

I, the spring of 2849 Bishop Waugh to whom the boa d of bishops
entrusted the deathilsof orga iz4ation of t he Oregon and California
Mission conference gave explicity instructions to William Roberts
then superintendent of the Oregon Mission directing its a ganization
ard accordingly the the first conference was held in the chapel of the
Oregon Ipstitute dn Salem on September 5, 1849, There were present
as participants ¥illiam Roberts of t he New Jersey Conference;

Davis Lgslie of the Providence Conference; A.F. Waller of the
Tennessee Conference; “ames H. W{lbur of the Plack Riwer conference
and “illiam Taylor of the Saltimore C nference--six men, two from
California and four from Oregon c harged with foundation work for the

great church of which they were official r epresentatives,
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Owen and ?aylor of California we ‘e not present; “oberts was elected
chairman and Wilbur secretary; #illiam Helm, an el er from the Kentucky
conference was readmitted and J.L.Parrish, who had been received on trial
in the Genessee conference in 1848 was recognized as & prohabtioner
In the Oregon and California Mission Conference and J.E. Parrot, John
McKinney and James 0. Ra nor wer admitted ontrial, It willbe inieresting
as indicating that they were inthe days of small beginnings to nde
the record of membership at that time. Oregon Cityreportcd 30
members and six probationers; Salem circuit 109 members and 25
probationers; Clatsop eight members and me probationer;
an aggregate of 348 members and six probationers; there were
fourteen local preachers and only three churches, one at Oregm
City one at Salem and me on the Yamhill circuit; there were nine
Pgbbath schools with 261 scholars.

4% this conference "illiam Hoberts was appuinted superintendent and
James H. W,1lbur and J.L. Parrish were assigned to Oregon City and
Portland. For the Saler circuit “illiam Helm, J.0. Raynor and Pavis Leslie;
Yamhill circuit, John 88Q McKinney andC.0. Hosford; Mary s River
4.F. Waller and J.E. Parrot; #storia and Ciatsop were tob e
supplied,.

The Ore:on and California missionconference met one yea later in
Oregon City on Septembeb 4, 1850 and there was a reported incresase
of only 47 memhers and 20 probationers. Yames H. W,lbur was
appointed to Oregon City and the Columbia fiver. ‘he khird meaeting
of the c af erence washeld in ths Opegon institute én
September3y 1851 and at that time there were 475 memners and 20
probationers, :he last and final meeting of the mission conferance
was held at Portland on S eptember 2, 18562 and thereafter by order of
the “eneral Conference held in Bo ton in May, 1852, Ccalifornia
and Oregon wer separated and each state given a separate

conference,
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Wilbur was a strong man mentally ami physicallyf and he was not
only a fa ceful preacher, but a great executive., Innured to
the hardships and privations of pioneer 1life he -;worked a8 a common
workman 1ln the construction of old Taylor street church and in the
building of Portland Academy of which he wa the founder. Ghe of thse
earliest cares of the Methodist “"Ppiscopal church in the Oregon
country was the establishment of educatiomal institutions, the
oldest one being the Oregon Institute, now Willamette University.
It was in the mind of Yilbur to feed tle university by the establishment
of academies and schools in different parts of the state. With this end
in view and toserve 1ts immediate consti tutents he eatablished the
Pobtland academy from a fund arlsing from the donation of three
blocks of land in this city, one of wh ch was used as a building
site and the other two of which were to constitute an endowment. The
Portland Academy was opensed in 1851 in charge of Calvin S, Kingsley.
Yather Wilbur , 8180 founded the Umpqua Acedemyat the town of Wilbur
in Youglas ‘:ounty, Oregon/
In September, 1851 Chapman, Coffin and Lownsdaie were the
@»09P proprietors o the townsite of the city of Portland and
r cognizing the demands for the establishment of educational
institutions dmated block 205 upon which the Portland fcademy was
first bulilt and block 224 immediat ely west of this for the purposs,
the dead to which was made to Father "ilbur "in trust to build a male
and famele seminary theron and therewith" and it was indended that
this should beh eld in trust for the Methodist church of the state
of Oregone 4t that time these blocks were covered with heavy fir
timber amrd i twas recorded that Father Wilbur persomally
cleared the g round amd hewed out of the native fiv the timbers
for t he frame of the building and assis ed in its erection, He
solicited subscriptions, advanced and borrowsd on his own credit about

$5,000a1 the building was canpleted in NOvember 17, 1851. . In
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June, 1854, the Yerritorial Legislature incorporated the school
with & board of trustees of which "ilbur was president; T,.J.Dryer
vice president; C.S. Kingsley secretary am W.S. Ladd, treasurer.

Many of t he children of the pioneer men and women of those ear 1y
days were students and graduates of this insitution called Portland
Academy and Famale é’eminawa. . "‘L'he bulldingvws cmstiucted at the

corner of West Park and Jefferson streets and stood there a
m onument of the d evotion and zeal of these early settlers until
wilthin recent years.

The "illamette University was incorporated by act of the *‘erritorial
legisla ure Yanuary 12, 1853 and "ilbur was one of the first trustees.
You will recall thqt the Territorial Y06y Legislative Agsembly in
1851 passed anact incorporating the "}ty of Portland and tlm t hhe f irs
elcction was held on April 7, 1851. Hugh D, O'Bryant being elected

mayor by a majority of 4 orer J.S. Spithe Ip June 1851 the territorial
e lectlon for Delegate to Congress took place and as an indication of
the population of the city at that time it may be noted that Joseph
Lane received 162 votes and W.H, W_,Llson 60 "otes or a total of 222
wtese.

Taylor Street church was incorporated under the laws of the territory
by special act of the legislative assembly on Yanuary 26,

1853 although the church had ben organized before that time and the build-
ing constructed. :he original structurewas a feame building fronténg

on ‘aylor street nea “hird street and the present brick structure

was erectfed in 1868, It will be remebered that the first

Protestant church erecte on the Paciific coast from Cape Horn to

Bening Strait wa: the Methodist church in Opegon City begun

in 1842 by Waller, was completed in 1844 by Gustavus H;_nes

» and that Bishop E.R. Ames who visited Portland in March, 1853, was

the first bishop who presided over an Oregon conference held at Salem,

March 17 of that yes o The superintendents of t he Oregon Mission
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mission were Jason Lge, 1834-1844¢ George Gray, 1844-1847; "illiam
Hoberts, 184B-1849, when the Oregon mission was succeeded by
what was called the Q,egon and California Mission conference under
the strong and intelligent hand of William R berts who conducted
the work of the Onegon and “alifornia Mission Conference until it was
mrged in the Oregon COni'erence in 1853, I: all of this work ¥ilbur
was an active particlpant; hs duty led him Into close contact with
public affalrs and his asctivities weres not confined entirely to the
dmmediate work of the christian ministry.

“n September 11, 1863, a joint convention of the Legislative
Aggembly of the State of Oregon was heldat Salem, Ope., te elect a
succbssor to Benjamin Stark whose senatorial term w ould
expireMarch 4, 1864 and Benjamin F. Harding of “arion County was
chosen. Jemes H, W,lbur wa nominated as a candiatte before that
convention. He was appointed superintendent of t eaching at the
Yakima Indian reservation in 1860 and was continuously in the Indian
service for about 20 years. Fro the position of superintendent of teach
teaching he was promoted b President Lincoln to the position of
Indlan gent. It will be remembe ed that the Yakima Indian
reservation was established near old Fort Simcoe, an abandonéd
military fort and t hat the Indians there assembled were f romvarious
tribes of “estern “ashinb on but chiefly the Y&imas on t he north bank of
the C lumbia river;

Wilbur had the confdddnce of the authorities at "ashington in
1 873 during the Modoc Indian war, he was appointed
peace commissioner with #<B. Meacham and T.B. Odeneal charged with
the duty of &Bdamdd a ttempting to megotiate a treaty of peace
with the Modoc Indiens. *heywere to meet at Linkville,

February 15, 1873 but Meacham declined wo serve with Odeneal or Wilbur

or either of them and Jesse Applegate and “amuel Case were appointed
in their stead,
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“t that time Wilbur was Indian agent at Fort Simcoe. “oplegate

gccepted his commission but subsequently resigned and he
characterized the peace commission af 00 gs san "expensive

blunder. It is enough to sty that it failed in ;.ts mission

and theré are thosewho believe that if Wilbur had been allowed

to serve with Meacham his knowledge of Indian charscter would have
engbled him t o negotiate the peace treaty ami woold have enabled him
Lo negotlate the peace treaty and would have avoided the subsequent
treachery of t he Modocs and the murder pf General “dward R.S. Canby.

Wilbur devoted himself to the Indian service for about 20 years

and as it seems tom® made & sacrifice which nont only didh im an
injustice but deprived the commonwealth of a larger se vice

which he might have rendered if he had continued in his work as a great
preacher and constructive builder of Christian civilization among

his own people.

“%t this distance and from this point of view m saionary e fforts

of the early churches both Protestant and Vatiolic seem

tohave been devoid of permanent results., Jeson Lee ard his

assoclates as early as 1834 were inspired with the purpose toconvert
to Uhristianity the I, dians in this great unsettled and undeveloped
reglon. :he Methodlst “hurch for a generationd evoted

i1ts great ene gy to this work. 4 like ambition inspired the

mission of Dr. Whiltman, Father DePmet, &rchbishop flanchet and other dev-
o ted men, both Protestant and Yatholic. It my be $hat their work in
some measure acted as a bridgeﬂ over which the early pioneers

could pass to a riper andbetter civilization. ‘hese missionaries to
the Ihdia;ns s in anticipation of the probable failure of their work
in that directi n turned their energies teard the establishment of a
educational iInstitutions and of local churches for the development of
dBpU6dA our own people and in this work ;ilbur was a ploneer builder
of strength and character,

The foundations laid by him in this eity in the building of
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Taylor street church wd® we broad and deep and the influence of
what he dld in the early 50s in the work of his hands
here far outreachesanyworkthat he did or could have done in
his self-immolation in the service of s pa ssing and perishing
race. The 4merican iydian, while uncivilized, was not entirely
without religion &s we understand itad especlally 1of the Christiaﬁ
religion,he was not barren of all religious instincts and traditions and
was not entirely without guidance.

The work done in his behalf ha been transitory and w ithout
permanent effect. This perhap_s, could not be foreseen and yet as
niviliiation has extended its influence over that vast Indian
territory which at one time erbraced the en:ire United States, 1t
willbe seen that the Indian race itselfhas Wwanished and
that but a fragment here and there now remains. Vi lbur,
when he retired fram work among his own people and deveted himself exclu
sively to the Indian service was in the prire of a vigorous manhood
and had not yet reached the age of 50 years, If he had remained in the
wrk of Christian education aml in the work of the ministry among his
own people it is impossible tosay what might have been the record of
his successful life. ‘here & e men and wamen still 1living here and
e lsewhere who awere co-workers with him and :who testify to the ster-
ihg qualities with which he was endowed, He was atype of man
devoted to the ministry of the church that has a large mea sure
passed away. I“ his day he had much to do of detail, of preparation
o f control that could not now and ought not to be done by his success=
@S,

There men were forsrunners of a different era and dld the work which
t mes and conditions required them to do. They were all men of strong
nature,vigorous in though,forceful in debate, a ggressive along all
lines and unusued to the gentler methods and diplomacy of the modern

pulpite The wark which washere to be done required such men it was
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foundation work under t rying and unfavorable conditions, and
they had the time and opportunity which does not come to men of
the present day,

But few of their illustrious number survive thecares and marks of
time. #mong that number are Thomas F. Royal amd John ¥1inn and ther: may
be others. l:'ather l:'linn, hale and hearty at the age of more than
90 years, still goes in and out among us in mental and physical
vigor. You willrecall thatthe CL'aylor Street church was organized
in PBBO 1848 a d that the building was constructed in 1850, ¥a hep Llinn
delivered the secoml discourse in the old church building.

He came from tie Maine conference and as early as Sep tember 3, 1:51
became a member of the Oregon and Californis Misslon “onference.

Among the ¢ ontemporaries of Fa ther %ilbur and Father ;linn in their
earlier years were T.H, Pearne, Isaac “illom, J.S. S;ith,
John W, Miller and N, Doane, all of whom aremem of powe - and
influence and of the s ame general type.""hese were the days
when an empire was in t the process of building. he Oregon territory
originally was divided into four districts or countles--Tuality, Yamhill,
Champoeg anc Clackamas. GuQ&0 Tuality countywas first Lsteblished
July 5, 1843 and comprised at that atime all of the territory
west of tre “illiamette armd north of the Yamhill River, extending to
the Pacific Ocea on the west and as far north as the north boundary
line of the United ®tates which President Polk and his party claimed @A
w8 54-40

On Septemoer 4, 1849 its namewas changed fram Tuality to
Wgshington county and Portlend whch was founded by A.L. Lovejoy and F.w,
Pettygrove in 1845 was first incorparated in January, 1® 1851,
and ranained within the limits of Washin ton county until the organizatien
o £ Multnomah county and i1twas not until December 4, 1850, that
‘homas J. Dryer published his first newspaper and named it *he Weekly
Oregonian. ‘he Da&lly Oregonian was not published until iebruary 4,
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1861 and the Sunday Oregonian was first published on the 4th day
of December, 1881,

‘he first school of public instruction in this cityws
epened in a little frame bullding on Front street, at the corner

of Taylor snd was construced by Job McNamee, the f ather

of Mrs. E.J. Northrup who withher famlly were at one time membe s of

Taylor Street church. The first school teacher was Ur. Kalph Wilcox

of New York and he had under his charge about a dozen pupils. He was

also the first physician coming to this city and it will be remembered

that for ma y yearshe was clerk of the United States Circuit Court

of this district and speaker of the house of representatives in the

territorial legislature of 1848,

Recurring to the statement that “ilbur was nominated in the joint
convention of the Leg slative assemblyb' eptemberll, 1863, as one of the
candidates for the office of United States “enator it is worthy of

historical record that in the early political history of t his city there
were strong and influentlal men identified with the Methoist church vho
were more or less active in the political forces of the state., I
this asame Jointa ssembly “homas H. Pearne whowas & distinguished
editor of the Pacific Christianfdvocate was also mentioned as &
candidate for the senate and had the suppat of Addision C, Giggs
who on the preceding day had b:nen inaugurated as governor of the
stateand who was also a member of the Methodist church; J.S. s“ith who
was elected to congress as & demarat in June, 1868 andwa a preacher in
the Methodist church under the mission conference presided over by
Wylliam Roberts and was admitted to that conference in 1861=52; he also
was a co-worker with Wilbur in all the activities of the church in
this s~oction. ueorge 4pe nethy, the first governor of Oregon was a
member of the Methodist church at Oregon City and asssted in building
the first Protestant churc erected on tl® Pgcific coast which is
st11l standing at Yregam cityl.Wylldam o0 erts was the administrative
of ficer and activie member of the Meth ist “p®Bad Bpilscopal church
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in this Jurisdiction for many years during thsse pioneer times.
He was an ideal e xecutive and a fit co worle r with James H,
%#ilbur. The one was skillful to plan, the other strong to e xecute

and to th se two men in largemessure, is duve the successful
issue of the preliminary work entrusted to their care.

""'he contemporaries of Wilbur profundaly admired the man and in this
regard he had the love and affection of men @f all clas es. I, his zeal
and cam & ructive abllity he has been recrrded as the Jesult of Methodism
of the Northwest. Ifhe had lived in tl® days of Ignatius D691
Loyola, the Spamtsh soldier aml prelate he would have taken the three
vows o £ that great order founded by him and devoted h imself to a
life of poverty , chastity amd obedience in the service of his Master,

H.K.OH@f Hines, for some time editor of the Pacific Cpristian
4dvocate who delivered amemorial discourage at the funeral of Father
Wilbur at Taylor Street church October 30,1887, spea ing
of him said:
"So long had b6® he been a chief, if not the chief figure in our
Methodism on this coast that 1t is not at all strange that his
loss is so widely felt and unusually mourned. His place in our
church work was unique; and perhaps it might be said there was place for
but one Father Wilbur in our work. He was a history and a work that
can never be repeated, nor even imitated on this coast. He was
essentially and by nature a pilonser."
Summarizing what Dr. Hinea has so well sald of the man whom he knew
it may be said that Father Wilbur as an administrative and exscutive
of ficer had rare discermment and force. His address was familia , his
carriage lmposing and his presence indicative of great will force
He was benovelent to a falt and for many years prior to his death it is
said he disbursed about §5P3>,000 a year 1in benovelences although he was
a man of small fortune. By his will he begieathed to the Missionary Soc-
ety of tl® Methodist Episcopal church B1a)aoagaoad ¥1gQo
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$10,000 to the i ssionary So ciety of t he Methodist Episcopal
church ¥10,000 to the Curch Extension Society and ¥10,000 to the
Freedman's “1d Society aml the remainder of his estate, amounting
to @b out ¥17,000 over aml above these speciiic bequests was
bequeathed to Willamette University.
Speaking of his work emong the Ipdians “r., Hines said:
"Iwenty-two years of the life of James H. Wylbur were breathed out into
what was such a moral desolation when he and hils companions
went there; Lost some would say in tha ll-absorbing and unresponsive
soul of paganism" &nd while Dr. Hines dissents from this estimate of
the s acrifice wh;wh “ilbur had made 1t 1s debatable whether such a
man should have Nadelse great a sacrifice. A sense of natural
justice and desire tolring light to a race in spirituad darkness
would prompt such men as Wilbur to give the best of their lives
to such work. It is not true as Dr, Hines has said that "very
much that was greatestin the char cter ami most widely influential in
the life and reputation of Mr, Wilbur himself was the fruit and growth
of that work and thesc years of conzsecretation to the
redemption of the Indian race," Thismay in part be c&RBA conceded to
be true aml yet the biographer and histar ian who not only narrates events
but sesks to discover the philosophy and purposes of the acts of
men and their influence beyond thelr times must regret that the labors
of such great a man should hgve been so longand so exclusively devoted
to a race that he c@l@ could not help into a permanent and enduring
civilizgtion., Here and there a remnant of that race yet
remains and 1ts ntamed blood lives its nature and instinct in a
few sirong members but the se ere chronicler of the wOBROGPd times
mst attest the truth of history that in large degree the work of
evangelism among the native races has not measured up to the expectation
&€ the brave men and women who have sacrificed so much of life and of

treasurer and labor in their behalf.
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And the c hief distinction ®haOO £hat will be noted in the
life and work of James H. Wilbur will be that upon virgin soil
in the unbroken forests of the Oregoﬁ country with :his own hands he ladid
the toundation of laylor Street Methodist church ami like
ins titutions and influences in other sei'tions ofthis then new
countryd thathe here began a work which in the circle of its
influence and in the effectiveness of its powsr willbe eternal. What
he did hers and elsewhere among these lines was done with no thought
of distinction or enduring fame. Longfellow says that "the
talent of success 1s nothing more than doing what you can do
well without a thought of fame and true greatness takes no
notice of what the future may h;ve in store for those who acieve and is
not troubled ab6® about the Memorial tablet. Wilbur lived
a life of @GO usefulness and struggle and in and through it
all there waspurpose and achievement. Danieldronda at the end
of the@®tragic story so well pa trayed by George Wiiot sayss
" Whatmakes life dreary is the want of m tive; but once beginning to
dct with that penitential, loving purpose you have in your mind there
willb e unexpected satisfactions--there willbe newly opening needs
¢ ontinually coming to carry you on fromday to day. fou will find
yur life growing like a plant." And so it is that thesse
e arly ploneer preachers, of whom Wilbur was a distinguished type,
were placed in the way of empire building and the motive which most
stron ly impelled them to action was that they might establish
a Onhristian civilization in tHs dlstant and r emote section of t heir
ouwntry and that they mi ht set in motion forces that would
endure forever. * hey were men without fortune and inured to the
bardshlips and privations of a new c@® countiry;they were poorly
compensated in money and at times overwhelmed by apparently
Insurmountable difficulties. 4 £P mark of a great mind 1s the

renewal o f effort at each succeeding failure, and so it was in the case
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and men of his type, althowbh they met with difficulties and
oftentimes falled to accomplish results dasired, each failure
quickened their ambition to a higher and better e ffort.

Confucius says:"0.r Breatest glory is not, in never falling

but in rising every time we fall." This i1s indeed pagan/ philosophy
but none MPOO0 the less Uhristian for such has been the mainspring
of that effort which has ;:xtended the religion of Jesus of Nazareth

from & Roman province 0400 to the conquest of the worldeesece.e



