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Director:

ibrary

is a special place

By DUANE DOZIER
LS —

Richard E. Ostrander is responsi-
ble for the day-te-day operation of
it he deacribes as “everything
you want ll to be,” and he stresses
the "you."

Ostrander this month started his
16th year as director of the Yakima
Yalley Regional Library in
downtown Yakima, a job for which
he m selected from among 30 ap-

msllbrlry career goes back about
4% years, to when he was 14 and went
o work as a page in the public
library in his home town of Holycke,
Mass. He said he had learned to read
at an early age through the influence
of his parents and became an avid
reader. As a library page, he became
Interested in pursuing library work
as a career. He has been happy with
his decision.

To Ostrander, a library is a special
place. It muld be likened to a super-
market of information, knowledge
and entertainment, all virtually free,
although taxes are the basis of its
[funding,

“It's everything you want it to be,”

he zaid. “It's a aclmnl it'sa ll'br:ry
it's a university, it's a community
center, it'sa phutur people to come
in ... it's your library. This is
we pound away at — it's

your library, it's your facility.

NNL with a 'nnlnl total of Sﬂ.m

records

Profile

peace and quiet.”

For more convenience 1o the
public, the library has been sec-
Lionalized to & great extent, with
various materials allotted their own
special places in the building — tapes
and records are in one part, the ex-
panded reference section in another,
children's, fiction snd large print
books in others.

Along with insisting the library isa
focility of and for the puhllc
Ostrander becomes upset
anyone cme.nlsamwakimlhl
dmlgmm;mnnner

find Yakima an incredibly
murwlnus nmmunlty." he said. “1
lind the reading tastes in this com-
munity are varled and very
sophistical There's nothing that

infuriates me more than people say-
ing, ‘Well, what do they read over in
Yakima?' (The answer is)
Everything everybody clse is
reading more ... a good
reading public.™

He indicated that Yakima Valley
library patrons have a hunger the
library does its best to assuage and
the hunger isn't for any one par-
ticular fare.

Concentrating just on requests for
books, Dstrnndm said dornnnd is in-

i

nvu-y " sort — hn:lullng 270,629 cir\-

books, 19,942 reference
-m'h. 201,000 paperbacks and 12,000
recordings, among other things —
the library mtem l.nd its many and
varied services Just

alu-t has to be wlm anyone wants it

Ahruq with the books, magazines,
nuuplpewu tapes and records, and

the Ilbur: to borrow, the library
provides a mobile unit for service to
. such other facilitics as nursing
bomes and a book-by-mail service.
“This is a pul:l.h: library,"
Ostrander said. “It is for the use and
the benefit of the public. It is a place
re people come In for books, for
help, for children's pro-
grams, for story programs, for
photacopies, for just the opportunity
1o sit down and read a newspaper in

books, boots wlnted ln Inrge print
for readers with a s

Vnewi Mistory

il B

Name: Richard E. Ostrander.
Occupation: Director,
Regional Library.

'uhmke, Mass.

“Yakima Valley

Education: Bachelor’s degree in bimmr alni

bridge, N.J., Free Puhll.t.- Library and librarian
at Yonkers public library in Yonkers, N.Y. Has
held positions in professional organizations and
recently wuappnlnled to the Washington State
Library Commission, conce:

August 1973 from Linceln, Neb., where he was
mhhmdiru-turd Lincoln
been coordina

[T rr—

daughters, Elaine and Anita
one gri Cl

Ostrander;

puh!tc].thrnry. also O A
tor of branches for Wood-  Ostrander.
Relaxation: *

most current material coming out. “I'm a big
Western fan and a science liction fan" and also
enfoys good historical
stamp collector. And, each Saturday, he visits

“I read constantly,” favoring the

material. He also is a

the latest fiction Md non-fiction
works, reference and children's
books, aleng with lfmry hours and

other or
Especially popular currently, he
said, are Westerns, sclence fiction
and how-to books.

He also sald the number of re-
quests for information from the
library's reference department s
"alaggcrlng" and adds,

“Categerically, I defy you to find a
better reference dcnarlmznl. than
the one we have here.”

Ostrander points out that if the
local library doesn't have what a
patron wants, it has resources and
[acilities it can turn to and will make
every effort o get what is needed.

Ostrander's repeated plea is that

Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y. n(pmplamsthl’u!dentmamw. community libraries to give them and him an
Career background: Came lo Yakima in  Family: Wife, Constance; som, Gary opportunily tomeet and talk informally.
members of the public see the quests. the county, but the commu “What makes this ry so good
library as ing to them and to As for what's in the future, in the libraries all have their own local is the staff,” he said. “This is an
““tell us whal you want.” boards that see to individual in- outstanding staff. This is the best

The library staff constantly is ad-
ding new books and other materials
to keep what it offers curreat,
weeding out the outdated materials,
“and that's the key™ to a good
library, according to Ostrander. He
commented that, in view of today's
changing world, a 10-year-old allas is
worthless to a student and
50 is a book that is years behind in
technological coverage.

Stacks of reviews of books and
other materials constantly are
received by the library to help in
selecting offerings to the public and
also as aids in responding lo re-

15903, it's anyone's guess, according
1o Ostr: , but he promised, “Our
whole picture will be increased ser-

gel more and current books in and
uldlrmonnntﬁeb&:bnc

The regional ry has only one
branch, at North 56th and Sum-
mitview avenues in Yakima, Iml is

closely tied into that In-
cludes 18 community libraries
Yakima Co

throughout 3

The regional library is governed
by a board appointed by the City of
Yakima and Yakima County and
with representation from throughout

terests amd concerns, Ostrander
said.

The reglonal library supplies
books and other materials to the
community libraries, and generally
is a backup for all the eommunity
libraries in the county.

mﬁmnderﬂuir the ’ypl':m has €2
e-equivalent employees, with
about 90 part-timers. That's many
fewer than when he become director
In 1973, but technology and the addi-

tion of computers and other equip- $335,

ment have more than made up the
difference, he sald.

the city and county,

with the individual cnmmunlty
libraries. There also are state and
federal grants available but the local

library doesn't have any now.
The bud:et. llot Inc!uc.iug
malntenance, salarf

day-to-day nperauon: includes
000 for books, $40,000 for
periodicals and $18,000 for records
and tapes, Ostrander L




