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A
Professor Bourne

iy, Edward Guylor 'ourne, Profecsor History in Yale University, lew
Haven, Conn,, ig the subthor of o book entitled "ks.eys in Historical
Criticism® (Seribner), which is considered authoritative by historical
students ag to the aufject wrder discussion: the leading essay belng
that upbn "The Legend of larcus Vhitman," Frofessdr Beurne's conclus-
ions are based upon 2c¢tual documentary evidence as against the con-
clusions of those who depend upen hearsay evidende, tnd his views ere
generally endorsed by the members of the Auerican Hiatgiiéal Associlation
with which he is prominently connecteds Eis criticiem 8f those who ex-
aBgcrete and smplify events of histery, and net of Dr, Whitmen ss & man
or of his record as a pioneer and & misgilonery, At the request of the
editor of the 8, S, Times (Philadelphia), Professor Bourne wrote a short-
er erticle upon the same subject, and this article was later reprinted in
The Morning Oregenian, of Portland, Oregon, and is now yeprinted ir
pamphletf form,

Review of the Testimony as to lnrcus Wuitmen
(Reprinted from The iorning Oregonien of)
: (Morchs, 1903)

The story that "Whitman Saved Ovegon to the Unlted Stutes,” and that
his femous gimber  jeurney wes underteken for that object; is now reg@@ded
by all impertial inguirers ag completely exploded, 4An articie on thés
subjoot by Professor Rdward G. Bourne, of Yale University, published rew-
cently in the Bunday School Times, gives the cvidende on the subject in
the clearest and most succint foxrm in which we have yet seaon it presented,
Professor Bourne goee to the origimal sources ¢f information, negleeting
all the glosses of modern myth-mekers, As thisarticle has never heen
published here, we give it entire, viz:

gPhagapesabeagBOoeRaNESY
Was there any damger in 184243, that the United Btaties would give
or lose whet we now think of as fhe Oregon Country, « that is, the region
south of the 49th perallel, - through the ignorange or indiffercnce of
the Govermment authovrities? Such a loss could talm place only by conquest
or Wy treaty, and for the ratification of a treaty it must have the
approval of the Presidont and two-thirds of the Benate.

Attitude of President and Benate ,

First, asttp the attitude of the Prosident, In December, 1342, the
Seeretary of War, in his report submitted to Congress with the President's
mesgage, urged the construction of military statione es a protestiom to
the overlend route Yo Orezon, "if weé intend o maintain ouxr right to the
territovies on the Pagific belonging to us, which, it is suppomed, does
not admit of questiony (Bxec, Docae, 27th Cong., 3d Beuse, I, 1865.
President Tyler wrote his con, December 11, 184Ds "I loocked exolusively
to an adjustment by the fority-ninth degree, cnd never draeméd for r
moment of surrendering the free navigetion of the Columbin...i nover



&/

dreamed of ceding this country {that is, between the Columbia and 49th
par,) unless for the greater equivalent of California, whigh I fancled
Great Dritaln might be able to obtasn for us through her iafluence in
liexico, and *'this was but o dream of policy which was never embodied.!"
(Letters and Tiwes of the Tylers, II, 447,448),

Second, a3 tp the atiitude of the Senate, On February 3, 1843, the
Senate passed the Lium bill, providing for the imuediate extension of
the lews of the United States over the entire Oregon territory, the
erection of courts, and the granting of lands to settlers,

It ia ocleor from these fasts that treaty surrendering the scuthern
half of the territory was not in any danger of being ratified in 1843,
if Marcus Vhitmun had not come eest,

Whitman's Attitude

Agein, had Mopcus Whitman apy reason to suppose, in September, 1842,
that Oregon was in axy denger of beinz lost to the United States? 1In
that month Dr, Blijeh White, the recently appointed sub-Indian agent of
the United States Gowernuent, arrived at Jr, Vhitman'u, Afder a short
visit he went to the Willamette Valley, where he called = meeting “for
the purpose of communicatiug certain inforuaation from the Govermment
of the United States, relative to this countxy.” The drift of this come
munication can be gathered from the first 4f disories of resolutions
drawn up by the meeting: "That we, the citizens of Willamette Valley,
axe exogecdingly happy in the aonsidaration that the Government of the
United States have manifested their intentions tlwough {their agent, Dr,
Le White, if extending their Jurilsdioction and protectiom over this
country.” ("len Years in Oregon, Travel =nd Adventures of Dr, Z, Vhite
and Lady," ote, Pagea 322-320, Ithaea, 1850,) It is in the highest
degiee improbable that the only represeatetive of the United States
Government in Oregon gove Dra. WVhitmen exactly the contrary impression to
that whioh he gawve the settlers in the Willemette Valley a few days later,

Why Did Whitman Come East?

If Oregon wes not in denger of being surrendered to England, what,
then, was Dr, Vhitman's motive for his Journey? Phe onswer is to be
fo%g& in the following extracts from contemporary’'records, diaries and
letters.,

The prudential committee of the American Board passed the follewing
resolution relative to the Oregon uission stetions, Februsry 23, 18423
"That the Rev, Henry l, Spalding be recalled, with instructiens to return
by the firsgt direst and suitable opportunity; that M, Villiem H, Gray
be advised to return home, and alse the Rev. Asa B, Smith, on sccount of
the illness of his wife; that Dr, Marcus Whitman and Mr, Cornelius Rogers
be deaignated to the northern brench of the mission, and that the two last
nemed be authorized to dispose ¢f the mission property in the southera
bronch of the mission,Y (Frem the records of the pradential comzittes of
the A, B, C. ¥, M, BJSee also lissionary Herald, January, 184Z, page 14, or
report of the A, B, C, ¥, ¥, for 1842, page 194,)

Prom An 0ld Diaxy
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From An 014 Diary
(Eatx&ctgfrom the diary of the Rev. Elkanah Walker, one of Dr,
Vhitman's colleagues in the Dregvn miassion,)

*Tuesday , September 20, 1842, - Just as we were aboub tv sit down
to breakfast; the long~loocked-for express came in with some letters
for the dootor (thet is, Whitwan), and fyom lir, Green (ccoretary of the
Ay B, CoF, M), It was stated in Yr, G-'s letters that it was decided
that the southorn part of this mission was to be given up, ond all
oallod home except the dector, ahnd he was to be connected with the
northern branch, The doctor sent lir, Bpalding'e letter to us, end we
Pelt that it was wrong in him not to forward it, The doctor roquested
us to come dowa immodiately, Ui, Gray had left to look out for & place
for himself ond Ffamily, ond we felt tiuat we ought to go; end our wives
urged us on, Wo accordingly made preparations to leave,

"Wednesday, 21, - Have felt very much encouraged that the misgsion
would mot be givon up, lir, B, = (Zells) seemed to talk as though, if
we were at home, he would remain there, but I have not fell that we did
WEONG e

"Saturdey, 24, -~ Hove had some very astrong feelings today in regerd
to the mission, I oould npt bring ny mind te think thet any post wes to
be abandoned,

Mondey, 26, - Rose quite eurly this moyning and made yreparations for
leaving our camp, Ve rede quite fast, and rcached the siastion of Dr,
W-~'s wbout 10, and found Spalding there, Did nothing of business wntil
evening, whon we hud pather o session discussing Mr, Gruay's case,

. Viednesday, 28th, « Rose this morning with the determination t¢ leave,

and found lr, 8 -~ had the same view, and was making preparations to
- leave, 28 he felt that nothing could be dones At brealkfast the doctor

let out what was his plam in view of the state of things, We persusded
them to get together and talk matters over, I think they felt come hetter
afterwords, Then thoe question was submitied to us of the doctor's going
home, which we felt that it was one of too much importance to be declied
in a moment, but finelly 6tome t6 the conclusion, if he c¢ould put things
at that station in such a stahe that it would bo safe, we could consent
to his going, end with that left them and mede 2 start for home,"

(The above extracts are from the manuscript of Mr, Walker's diary,
, in the possession of the Oregen Historicsl Soclety.)

From llsaionary Records .
(Prom the vecords of the mecting of the missioneries described in
the diary,)

Jeptember 28th it was

"Reselved, That if arrangements can be made to continue the operations
of this station, thet Dr, lurcous Whitmen be at liberty and advised to
visit the United 3iates as scon as practiceble, to ¢onfer with the
comnittee of the Ay B, Ce Ts M, in regord to the intereste of *his mimsion,
“ D, Welker, lbderators Cushing Ells, Scribe, Hs I; Spalding.”

(Records of the Americon Board of Commissioners for Foraign Wisaiens,)
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Irs, Vhitmen's lLetter
{Fron & letter which Lirs¢ Vhitman wrote her brother and nioter,
September 29, 1842,)

"I 8it down to write you, but in great haste, %y beloved husband
has ebout coneluded to start snext londey to go to the Unifed Stoteseess
1f you are still in Quingy you may not seem him until his return, as his
business requires great haste, He wishos %o reagh Boston as eerly ag
possible 80 o8 to male arrangements to return next summer, if prospered,
The interents of the missionary ceuse in this oountry sall him home,"

The next day (September 30), vz, Whitmen wrote to her parents,
brothers end sisterss "You will be surprised, if thia letter yeachss
you, to learn that ghe bearer is my dear husband, and thet you will, aftexr
e fow days, have the pleasure of seeing him, Uay you hawve & joyful
meeting! He goes upon important business connedted with the missionary
oause, the cause ¢f Christ inm tide land, which I leave for him to explain
when you see him, bedaugse I have net time to erlarge, He hag but yootordsy
fully made up his mind to go, and hé-wishes to start lionday, end this is
¥ridoyess He wisheo to cross the mowniains durisg this moath, I mean
October; and reach 8%, Louis ahout the 1ot of Bocembor, if he is net dew
tained bty'told or hestile Indiang, 0 mey the Lord preserve hinm through
the dangers of the way, He has for a companion Ur, Loveloy, o respentabls,
intelligent mon end a lawyer, but not & Christien, whc expeots to socompany
-bim all the way to Boston, as his Pfrionds are in that rogion, ond psarhaps

" to Vashington, ®

(From the Vbitmem letters published by the Oregen Fioneer Assocliation,
1903, pp. 166-168,)

~ Ietters to the Missionsry Boerd
(Bxtrect from the draft of a letter from lir, Walker to the segretary
of the A, Bs €, Fully; giving an account of the proceedings of the meeting,)

~ Ootidber 2, 1842 « I have said in op short a spade 23 I could what I
thought ttoneoensery 4o ssy on the importance of the missiom, and the
relegive dmportancs of the two brancghes, and I think any one =oqueinted
with the country emd the locations of the stations would admit it ag
gorrect what has been w2id, comparing the two branches, Vith this view
of the case; you will be able to understand vhy we are so unwilling to
abendon thei part of the missionm, Ve did think the design oY your leiter
had been accomplished by the revemcilioction which had taken plece, It
was a tryilng time to us, Ve lmew not what course to take, but concluded
that it was best that we should wailt until we had en answer to thex letter
sent by the committee stating that the difficultics were 211 sotiled,

Ve found, too, that there was o Aiffioulty in sustaining the wmission, as

80 muny had leoft, and es the re-enforcements sent %o the mission had
stopped by the way, In this state of things, a proposition was made by
Pr, Vhitmon, end supported by Mr, Spalding, for him to return to the

Btates this winter and confer with the cormittee, and obénduct o re-enforge-
ment out next summer, The propesition was nade to My, Eells and myself
Just as we were om the eve of leaving to return to our place, We Pelt at
first that we could mot then decide upon it, that we wented to hink and
pray over the mubjeot, ss 1t scemed 6fe of too graat duperionss to be
decided in a moment, Ve rropogsed to return and give the subjset ouy
Serious consideration, and them write them our views, but ware told thok
that would be too late, ae no time vag to be lost, After more conversstion
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en the subgaot.,%nd foeling that something must be dome, and that
with as 11%tle delmy as possible, we cawe to this conolusion ~ that,
if Dr, Wnitman could put his station in such w situation that it would
be gafe to lasve it, and make proper arrangements, we would conssui o
his gbo inﬂf, °

"We do not apirove of tho manner in which this question was decided,
and notning, as it seemed to us, but niern necessity, led us up declde
a8 we did, It seemed 1ike decth to pul the proposiiion irn forec, ond
death to remsin in the stete in which the mlseion wag, I heve uc douby
that if his plan succeceded it would be of greet good te the mission end
to the countrTye It 18 to be mxpooted that o Romieh influence will gome
in which will be most difficult for the mission, as new susteined, to with
stand, As we are now situated, we are much sitreitened ian our mods of
operation; and can pot exert thet influcnce that we could if we hed more
men, espesially those of the right kind, Ve noed more loy members, sSush
o5 mechanidgs ond farmers, We wand those whe are willing te be such all
their days, and net, as rorn ag they get into the field, fecl thatfihey
gen be more uteifuwl in gome other depariment, We very much need mex of thi
dessoription, as 1t is mext to 1m?osaih1a %o get help in thla country,
especially in this part of the mission,

"z it 18 now expeoted that Thifman will visit youw, you will be able
to confer with him, We hove porfeot confidence im 2is viewe of wissionary
operations; and the sourse beat to pursue in rogard %o pettlors, He will
be able to give you Gorrect luformation as to whatokind of men is noeded
aud how mony, Ve are not without owr doubts that he will fail to get
tharough, In order to ropeir as far as possible the evil that would remull
from a failure, & copy of thip will be forwerded by the Islands,” (From
the Walker mamuseript in the Oregon Historiocal Socleiys. A short extract
from the letter as actunlly sent is printed in the writer's "Hsseys in
Historical Criticism," ppe 57,08 The final form is a 1littile move
condensads )

(Bxtract from & letter of Elkanah Welker to the Secretery of the Board,

Janupry 23, 1843, » You can be no wmore surprised than we were that he
($het iasrBn, Vhitman) ehould go without them (that is, the letiers)s Ve
thought the arrsugement wae ucde when our letters should be o hie plages
Ve were punoiual aﬁtﬁgg time, unless one day in advance of the apecified
would be considered.fufticient o destroy our ounctunlity. Ve sent on
express on purpese to take the letiers down, and it was so much expeuse
inourred for nothing, You will resdily perceive by the lettor semt by the
Ialands - a duplicate of tlio one designed to go by Dr. Vhiimen « that 1t
was with reluctance that we gave our comsent; it was only as it wus an
extreme gese that conasent was given, Ve heve but little hope of success,
it is not to be expected thiét such hasty end prayerlescs undertalidngs will
regelve the blessing of God, When we were getting ready to start from

Vhitman for Valker's, something wos said sbout his leoving immedietely,
He was told that he could not, thet we could nmet get our letters ready,
end that he must not stert un%il he hed seoured & geood, falthful man €o
go with him, =end the% it would not be safe for him to go withoul going
to the Willsmetts ond pecuring & good gulde,

"Thip seemed to satisfy him that he must go to the Villumeile L£iras,
end the lest word I said to him, or sbout the last, wea: 'Declor, de not
stert until you are sure you are reedy.' I supposc I ehall haves Lo bewr
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my part of the regponalbility of his going, Iet it be received as 1%
may be by the commitices I am condious taat I had no motive in giving
my ¢onsent except the good of the mission, If it fails of that, it wust
be viewed as one ol whe events in which Fruvidence sees not as men seeg,
I though that, if he wouldbwait two or thrce weels lomgew, there would be
more time te deliberate upon it and pray over ite In the letter that I
wrote to Pr, Whitman ab th: time the exprocs was sent I stated to him
that we prayed he wight go, and we prayed Le might not, ziving hlu to
undergtend at least lhat we were in doubt of the expedicmey of lhe thing,
and showing that we hoped Providenss would overruls ail thiungs as should
be best, Bul it 13 nov nocessery that I should asy more &t this time on
this subjects I regret much that uwy letter did ué%s go by the doctor, aa
I think the informetloa 1% wniolas would be of service to the committee,
and it would second, perhups, the exertioms of Dr, Whiiman in inducing the
domglttee to send o ve-eufordement to this field, or tecke soms other
moasures im regerd to it." (From Wolker manuscripis,)

s, Viitman and Her Husbaad

(Ixtract Lrom a lettor which Mrs, Vnituon wrote 4o hor absent hugbaond
from Woskopum, dzxoh 4, 184%,)

"L hove never fell to regret inm the least that yeu huve gone =~ fou
I fully believe the hand of the Lovd was in it — and that le hes yet
blessings in store for Orcgone Yeu, for chome pooy, wegraded Indiuas,"
Agein; from Walilatpu, lay 18, 18433 'Wishing you, ay deay husbaintle e e e
a5 spevdy o roturm to the bosom of your faunily as the business of the
Lord vpen wileh you have gone will admit of," (From the aroiives of the
Amerigen Boarde; Still again, in a letter to her sister, March 1lth, in
remaridng upon sacrifige of so long a separation from hor husband, s,
Vhiiman saids "I oan see no sarthly inducement sulficiently paramount
to cause me volwntarily to take upon mysell such & painful trisl...but
there is ome obhjeol, our blessed Saviou, for whoss sake I sufler &ll
thingse It was for Him, for the advancement of His gause, that I gould
say 0 ny Dbeloved husbend, 'Go; teke all the time negessary to accomplish
His work; and the Lord go with you and bless youl.'" (Transcript of tle
Oregon Pionecr Assdeolation, 1893, p. 155.)

(Lxtract from o letlter from Dr, Waitmun to his brother-in-law, after
he had started on his return, May 28, 1843,)

"Wy plam, you lmow, wac toc get funds for foundiug sehools, mud have
good people come along &5 settlers and tnacherge" Ibid, pe 178.)

Profossor Dourne soys in conelusion:

"These extracts from the absolulely contemporazmy written records show
olearly that there was zno donger im 1842443 that that part of the old
Oregon Gerritory which is now ia the United States would be lost to the

ion if Uarcus Uhitmen kad nol come sagty that the people of the present
atate of Orogonm were officially informed, in Ceptember, 184%Z, by an agent
of the govermment, who was fresh from Veshington, that the Joveidsent
intendzd to occupy tne countryy and that the reason of Maxous Wliituau's
Jourmcy cast was to laduce the Amevigam Board not Lo epanugil, but o
re=-enforce, his missivn stotion, and that the reacon for nit goant bayte
wes his degire to geu te Ste Iouls hefore winter set ing"
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In September, 1902, The Morning gregonian (Portiand, Oregon)
sonteined an editorial from the pen of lr, Iarvey ¥, Scoti, the

talented aditor od that papsr. The Orezonian ronks as one of Lhe

beat papers of the United Stotes aside from heilng the oldest and best
newspaper published in the Puoific Northwest§ amd e, Seott has been
cunnen;c)ed with 1t from almost its beginning, Boran snd educated In the
0ld Oregon Territory and personelly accuninted with the leading pioneers
who helped to make it, Jir, Seett is in all probability the best living
authority upon the persomnel of its history, Idke the late Judge Deady
and the late D, Ps Thompaon (ex=-Hinioter to Turker), he took hig
informetion from the actual participants in the events relating to the
sgbtloment snd moaulsition of old Oregon, lis 18 not a dieputant upon
the subjest, but has heen ealled upon from time %o time to express his
opinion of the Vhitmun Javed Oregon Story, ond this editorial gives

his ovm conclusions, The "strengs Lfreatment of Original Souroaes®
articles reforred to inm the editorial has singe been published in namphlei
form and may bhe obtaimed irom Y, WHL1I, Marshall, Principel of the
(ladstcne 3ohools Chigngo, Ill,

drom The Morning Oreconien (of Portland, Oregon), Septembipr 3, 1902
"A Sgathing Review"

It ia w1l to oall attention to the article gublished‘ today on
¥The Vhitman Myth,* by Prinecipel William I, Marshall, of Chicego, Thin
artlele is & dicmectlon of the Preotemsioms of Dy, W, As lowry as en
historien, as exhibited in hig "Marcus Vhitman and the Lerly Days of
Owagon.' It explodes completely fthe theory on which the Whitmen myth
is bullt -the theory, ncmely, that Oregon was about to be murrendsred
to Great Bpitaing that Vhitman wnderivok his winter ride to prevent thad
result; thet his ride 'saved Oregon': that he collacted and organized
the migration of 1843, directed its mmrgh snd showed it & wagon roube
over the plains and mountains, It sbove Hr, lowry following a precnne
ceived idea and purpese of hero-making, has colored the history by hig
asguaptions and misrepresented it by his suppressicns, In this artiele
thers is close axaminction of the original sources of informatien for
agoertaiument of the origin and purpose of Vhitman's rides there is e
review of the condition of the Oregon (uestion at Weshington, with
positive proof that the assumntion that the Tyler administat iom was
indifferent to Oregon was unfounded, mnd ¢onsequently that Thitmam gould
have exexrted mo influemes o chenge the policy of the Netional Govezymmend
toward Oregomj and finally, there i3 demonstration that Whitmen's reletid
towerd the great mlgration of 1843 was slight and practically unimportant
Grent service 1s done to the truth of history by this review, It is
devotlon to truth, not hostility to the mewmory of Whitmen, that prompts
the effort %o elear this subjest of its modern asoretioms of mythamd febl

"Thitman wes but one of ouy plonsers, Hs wme enorge tie and adventur
ous, at timep for beyend wisdon or prudence: amd to hi:s blindnass to real
danger, which 2 wiser man would heve avoided, the destructis:s of hiwmself
end hisg fomily wos dve, He woas apotheosized through his fate, Hero
wvorahlp, stimllated hy religlous or sctleoiestigal devotion hing orsatad
his legond or myth, which in esxlier or less critical timcs would
doubtlens have passed unchallenged, But in our age writtsn 2nd printad
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rasords are preservad and the mythopeis faculty of the humsn mind
rogelves checks and sorreciions unkuown in the couposiition of the
Homeric pooms or poritions of the Biblienl narratives, DBut the tendensy
to hero worship und the love of the mavvelous will never be wholly
eliuinated from the mind of man, Before the invention of writing and
the use of printing, people fTorgot their actuel hislory - o unintereste-
ing was it — ond remembered only the fobles thay had built upon 1t,"

Tt i3 not the purpose of the Oregonisn 5o repeat the giatenenis
presented in this zoview, hut only bo refer the resds¥ 4o them and to
bespeck for them careful cxmmination, This review by no means exhausts
the subjeet, Thers are other proofs, but iy, Morshall, in this article,
was dealing only with the mothods of Dr, lowry, which he hus subjected
to e searching and very complets exposure, Ingldentally, a great deal
of matter heg beem precented by t'is reviewer, in a new forn,"
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diﬁopiad from "The Whitman lyth" pamphlet loaned by Dr, Ira D,
Cardifi, Yaldma, by H. De Guie, Jonuazy 25,726,27,25; 1980, )

(Coe coyy to Cliok Relander, histordan and collegbor of western
Amerioans, sgulpbter and newspaperuen, )



