lheaters=--tercy

Fred #. Lgcey on Monday clos d the deal whereby the Majestic
theater vecames the property of Frederick Mercy, an experienced
theatre man late of “eattle,

Mr. “ercy will continue to kwep the liajestic up tot he
high standard that it has reached as & moving picture show
house under Mr. _acey's management.

His long experience guarantees the pwlic that nothing but the
best shall be shown at the Majestic. lir, fercy vill reside here, his
family beilng already here and occupying a home on “outh Fourth
street, Mr. Lacey left in the afternoon for Portland where he
will stay & short time. He will re turn here when he will start

Io

for “ustralia--"he Yakima “erald, June 19, 1912,



ILand Office

Abolishment of 21 1land of 'ices including that at Yakima of which
R.B. Milroy is now regisier and receiver and the consolidation of thé
offices of r8gdedEddd register and receiver of some 14 other
offices are proposed in the ap;ropriétion bill of the department of the
interior which was reported in congress today by the house appropriation
committee. ’

The bill carries $720,000 for the Yakima reclamation project, a cut of
apout 50 per cent from the a.propriation made last year. Reductions for the
Indian irrigation service are similarly drastic on account of the limited use
yet being made by the T"dians 5f these irrigation projects.

Land offices that would go out of existence July 1 under the bill
include those of Vancouver and Yakima in this state. .

The committee decla ed that the amoumteof business did not
Justify their maintenance. ecretary 0.C. Soots of the Commercial
club is already préparing to protest t e closing of the land office
which hasrbeen 1ocatéd here W4 years.

"Dhé Some of the six land offices in this state should be closed,"
stated Milroy when informed of the proposal"I doubt the'advisability of closi:
the Yakima office on account of the lage amount of public land subject to
entry in this section and the actual business carried on as compareéd
to other districts in the state.

The Yakima dist:ict has l9h,760 acres of land subject to entry or the
third largest district in the statefrom an acreage viewpoint.

Spokene comes ®#irst with 370,802 acres, Waterville
second with 242,197 and Yakima third.

The Walla Walla district has 10%,6%5 acres of availgple public lands
90,115 acres less than this district.
The Yakima district comprising Yakima and Kittitas counties and parts of

Chelan, Grant , Benton and King counties collected the second largest



Land Office

Indications todayare that a fight will pe ma e to keep open
the land office in Yakima which wa: ordered closed on ®pril 30 by an
executive order issued by President Coolidge yesterday.
The land office brings to Yakim: an average of at least 50
people a day. As many as 25 a day consult records in
the office. Opening of the Kittitas highline project will
mean much work for the office amd when the Indian re se vation
is thrown open to homesteaders as it will some day in R.B.
Milroy;s opinion, scveral hundred thousand acres of land would be
filed upon through the Yakima office.
It is also pointed out that the Yakima of fice is gelf-sustaining
:he office now located here was first opened in 01d ‘own
in 1881 It was moved to this town in 1885, ‘he first register was
Capt.C.M. Holton amd th f he first receiver WaS.J.M. Adams, both
of whom later started newspapers--+he Yalkima hepublic,

"

March 18, 1925,



Uity zoning

Yakima's long sought city zoning commission was author ized
today by the city commissioners whc passed an ordinance
establishing the group. The action is to be effective
within 30 dayse

The zoning commission will be directed to make a survey of
Yakima with the view of dividing the city into zones or
districts and to reportto the city commission a zoning or
districting ordinance specifyingthe uses to which property in each
zone may be devoted.

The ordinance specifies thatthe commission shall be
com osed of the city engineer, the city building inspector, one member
of the park board to be designated annually by the board and
six othermembers to be appointed by the mayor... he Yakima

Republic, March 23, 1928,



Land office

In anticipation of theclosing of t he local federal land office
which is set for #pril 30, #lvin M. Clark, clerk of the office
since 1907 the other day dug into the closets ami shelves ami brought
forth not a 1little of the flowery permanship of 30 and 40 years
ag0e
And names well knovm tothe pioneers and even many of the
younger generation of the valley were found inscribed as former
registers and re ceivers of the Yakima land office,
“ome inte egting characters were recalled. “ome of the
records go back only to 1885, the year in which the office was
moved from 0ld Town fn North Yakima. I_ that year Col. L.S. Howlebt
who is remembered by the old timers as one Qf the best-l own
men of t hat period, t ook office as receiver for four yearsa
Howlett was succeeded in 1889 by T.M. Yance who held
the of fice but two years giving way to the late V.H, Hare in 1891,
Hare continued long in the federal service and at h is :
death a few years ago was clerk of the district federal court.
4.1, Slemmons of Ji:1lensbu:r'{:-: followed Hare in the land office
in 1894 and userved until 1898 when Miles Cannon be ame receiver.
He heldthe job until 1907. ne{-_;isters over this period were I ,B.
Kinne, C.M. Holton amd J.H. Thomas.
S.Y. Coleman was register from 1907 to 1909 and H.R. Saint from
1909 to 1913, Harry¥. Nichols became receiver in June, 1906
and died in office in Novemrer of the same yeur being succeeded
by #1fred C. Steinman who served until 1915. Richard Strobach wasmadd
register in 1913 and C.E. Rusk receiver in 1915,
4% the end of the Strobach-"usk regimé the office of
register and receiver were combined and [i.B. Milroy,incumbent, took

them both over.

r'f‘-‘ \I



TLand 0Office:

"First Homestead entry in Yakima district was made October 19,
166 1880 by John bloomquist who fi_.ed on 120 acres in tkex Kittitas
gounty. Up to 1908 when the serial system was dropped the number of
homestead entries was 6,127, and 4,000 were made since the until
1925, making a total of 10,000 straight homestead entries for the Yakima
office in 45 years. In addition there have been many desert land

tinber and mineral claims, ...

Some of the work done may be gained from the fact that in 1895 the
unreservea and unappropriatea land in the district totaled 2,000,000
acres while at pre.ent the amount is 197,000 g.res...When the Yakima
lan office was closed, April 30,1925 after opening in Yakliia City
and later transfer to Hd& N;rth Bkima ther. were 940,554 acres

subject to entry on the East side through the Spokane Office,
where Yakima office records were transferred...Yakima Bepublic, march 25,

1925,



Land 0Office:
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Chelminar Grotto

?he bid of the Chelminar Grotto for the purchase of the Rimrock
cabins has been accepted by head offices of the Unitéd States
raclamation service at Denver and Washingtom D.C., J.L. Lytel,
project manager announced yesterday. No one howevee will be
permitted to use the ground until t e contract has been signed.

The organization, which will handle the lease i, inclu/es J.H.
Mack af0dRd@8d president; R.R. Oswin, treasurer and R.C. Tibbling,
secretary. Plans for improving and developing the townsite and cabins

are under consideration--The Yakima Rep 1lic, July 23, 1925,



Chelminar Grotto

Organizing of the prop sed Chelminar Grotto Summer home
a sociation into a corporation for the purpose of developing
t e recently acquired camp site and cabins at Rimrock will be taken
up tonight at a meeting of clu members. John Mack, president
of the association wil_ be in charge.
A a preliminary meeting held in the schoolhouse
at Rimrock yesterday afternoon wnich was attended by 260 35
Grotto members it was decided to meet tonigh' to form a corporatio n.
Each f6dPdrd owner of a cabin ho e will become a shareholder with
one vote according to the plans. Dr. E.L. Green is chairman
in charge of buildin a swim ing pool. Chief A.W. Hawkins heads
the committee to supervise rebuilding ofthe lighting system and
Don W. Sturgis is in charge of the committee arranging for
development of a comrunity house.
Tentative plans are for an outdoor concrete swimming po ol

60 by 125 feet for which a natural exva,ation on Wi dcat cresk
only a short distance from the schoolhouse already exists.

Rgorganization of the lighting system , including
+that in the buildings and on the str 'ts is contemplated.
The schoolhouse will pe transformed into a comunity house with
a fireplace, rustic porch and details which will make it an att-
ractive gat ering place for the sumver colony. The building
measures 36 by 75 feet.

Yakima Daily Reoublic, A gust 3, 1925,



Locations

Wileox bullding

One of the biggest real estate deals of the year was completed
today when papers were signed conveying t itle to the "ilcox building
17-21 Narth “ecord s treet to Yames T, Urquhart and Dan H, Williams
of Yakima for a consideration of $75,000,

W.H. Wileox of ‘."'acoma was thef ormer owner,

Urquhart is pre idant of the Pioneer Drug company and vice
president of t he Yakima Finance company. “illiams is a large fruit
grower, owning s veral orchards iIn the Naches Heights and on the

reservatione... he Yakima Republic, UYcte 24, 1925.



Settlers--Irrigation

7

\ A
Washington, #pril 15, 1926-4P- “ecderal instead of state aid

in financing settlers on irrigati on projects was agreed upon today
by the semate and house managers of tie interior d epartment apyroprition
bill,

Secre btary Wor k supported the house provisions but safter conferences
with the YWestern semators agreed upon a compromise under which

¥500,000 from the reclamation fund would be used in experimental

femeral aid for the settlers with th e states cooperating.



Land Office

Carpenters today complet-d tearing down at 112_714 1-2 South
Second street i the heart of the city's busi ess district an
0ld wooden buildi g-~to t em only a dirty old hulk but to
valley pioneers one of the initial structures erected here and
the firstthome of the Yakimg land office. Since 1900 it has bheen
knomn as the Mull building,

In the-spring of 1885 Capt. J.H. Thoras first land office
registear erected the land office building., He and L.S. Howlett
receiver , opened up the office at once and transacted the
government's -business there for five years. The office was then
moved arress the street to the second floor of the buildi g now
occupied by the Kelly Tire company.

R.I., Mitchell has purchased the property and the bilding £~ m AL
E. Larson and C.E. Udell and will erect a 140_g0 foo® brick -one-
story garage building. The total investment r presents $20,000
Mitchell stated this morning.

Mr, and Mrs, James R. Coe hav purchased the lumber from the old ,__,22/
building and will use it to erect thr e California bungalows at
408 North Sixteenth avenue, Mrs., Coe in spite of soot and dirt and
armed with a claw hamner personally directed and aided in tearing
down of the building.

There are many stories relatives to the origin of the-old
landmark but R.B. Milroy , land office registrar states it was
the first land office here. Mrs, Coe believes the building was at
one time a saloon at 0ld Town ard was used as such here for some time&
after being m ved,

Harry Mull , wo with his-fathe J.M. Mull owned and operated
a general merchandise store in the building from 1899 to 1916

r members the structure as one brought up from 01d Town. He says



Gover ment lands;

(Real estate--Maclean & Zeed .North Yakima
vtewart , “ilkins & Col Ellensburgh .

P.B. Oroa, generszl emigra on agent, St. Paul

“ha B, ramborn, land commissioner, St. Taul, #in;

‘*here are o'er 50,000 acres of choice government lands for settlement
in the Nin the Northern Pacific Yompmy. lhey are given free tosetilers
under the Homestead, pre-emption and fimbep Culture acts.

Minnesota, ND, Monta,aNorthern Ida o, Wash and Orecon.
Homestead Act..A citizen or one who has declared intention can howstead
160acres by filing his applicution ané affidavit at ﬁhe local land.
o' ice and within six months thereafter commenclng settlement and
improvement, continuing the same foR five yesrs.
fhe only cost is the U,s, TLand office fees which are *18 to %20 for
lGO'acres.
* solidier, having served in army or navy durin~ the *ar of the
ueh*llic;n for over ninety days can obtain Dé Decauatpédd 160 acres
of s y public lands by filining a declaratory statement and
wi thin six months thereafter filli ng 's affida~it and
apnlication commencing settlement znd continui - the
game five years less military time served, such time not to exce d four
years, H:8 widow can take advantage of the abo ve. "ncue of degd h

in army the termo f 1is enlistment 1s dedic ted.

Py Pre-emption ‘he Pre-Emption *“aw glves to mmy c it of the

U.5. and to those who have declard their intention to become such
160 acres of land within thelimitsof la nd granted to those to

have declar-d their intention of hecoming such, 160 acres

of land w thin 1imits of and granted to any ry co. at $2.50 a

w
gggerggﬁfg&gigedganfg railroad limits at .1.25 an acre on cond of cultv



“mttlement

It is estimat-d , on reliable authority, tha* tha influx of
impigrants alone into “ashington at the rresent time is very nearly
500 per day. A study of the rassenger 'ists of the different roads
will stow the daily division to be =bout a- Tollows: Narthern
Pacific, 100 to 150; Oreson Short Line, 50 to 1003 Oregon &
California, 30 to 115; Canadian, 100; vhile -teamars and other routes
make the estimate of 500 an aprroprixima‘e =ccurate one., The daily average
for 188 was 300 and it is qui‘e certain that befors 1880 is over
the arrivals will reach 1,000 per day, Tris is ths ratimate mada by close ¢

observers of the tide of im igration,
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