Since 1916 I have served as advis r and interpreter for all of the

0ld councilmen.

.

the wisdom of the old councilmen &®d is never to be forgotten.
Thei;\ﬁéfgz;;gzthat some day the new generatioﬁ\&;gﬁi:z;qy=ho sell the
very lands which the old warriors have galantly died for in wars with the
territoriel volunteers.
Chief Seven Mountains and.Saluskin would come to my father's place and

about TH&Ed the

repeat the stories
??;eaty -making days.*?hey became the legend, ww@ea%eéjinxstﬂrTEE—ard

told during the wintery z = piled n :

ﬂ6§h\gEg,gE;;aﬂg,&tapy-oi_ihsﬁanaéeﬁﬁwé&ys a7hat 18 how we learned sbout
ﬁpug/ tavni{jﬁi fﬁg@ﬁr
the days thet W& gone , and how we em GEER Gownyfaeer

OV o (g P, boa st
Eba?aewa the time that the chiefs were notified by the Boston Men
near #htanum that Chief Kamiakin was to go to "al1i/tiilfgﬂﬁ¢t%teﬂﬁfvera)

. They learncd that %A=

tbﬁ\gzﬁbd%/Mﬁﬂ“ﬁr Pushtans want-d their land g #8—3ive—en—and ralse—stock.
Ipe Black “obe @QEesAd (Chimook Fmms Tat Pas) also told them that

there were many pushtans coming and soon they would crowd themout of



thelr good lands like they had done to SAEECAIEA®C to the

“alapoopias .@’ [ Mﬂzﬂ%«

, j
Chiel‘[ffamiakin held many council ==F®==¥nos with all of the
MUffﬁuﬂ/
chiefa, . d always &n&e them not to accept any gift from the
pushtan., they would accept the\a-us“a-tﬂﬁ'ﬁ thelr

friends.
&W
Lccording to tribal law if w accepted a gift or a mesl, w

became 2 friend or brother and could not taKe arms azalinst his

it e ot~

?arly in the spring ouE=¥esr they left for the B council prounds

where 'ﬁle T.{reaty was slgnedysre—kundred yesrs ace.

CGareh
Fre chiefs returned, C’whi,(Skloom eand the head chief of the -new

ﬁ/% iy T8
naticn, Kamiakin, made their C?Eﬁm:l/(-o‘)‘—ml&rm-y—c-ﬁ—ﬁhe—/

all the ¢ hiers(tnat unles's the @#E=EE “rest

“hite Tather came back and brought back the papers aft—fmird -weten el
/sl

b
BEESHeeR] a8, they were made cood by the&res mentJanSqifts fre=tire



10

-W they would see that no pushtans looking for yellow stones e= 02
any one was to be allowed to stay on the lmd, they wonuld be asked to

leave,

Most of the people wErctphmeitrs in the Ahtanum e=8®d country (LWL

but the old tribsl religion was alw:ys followed since time immemorisl.

WL NA 1__/:,9

(i;t was called MWashat. Feven drums were@sed hnd=trereuere seven singers

end a priest or the leader,

Everything was done 1n sets of seven to indicste thek it was the
seventh day of the week, the day to worshlp and sing , to glorify f'Lo
Ureator.,

The T relision was strict. All children were instructed to do
good sand Not to kill game or go fishing, or cut & green twlg or
tree, except Gwmi@dedd when in need. ?ﬁday the Feg@®d religion

LT has

1s almost wgEem forrotten, lost in the past with the old days but-
(_};M Leos
not\in the hearts of many of the people’«(m

Lince 1934 the ‘faklm* Tribe has been orgenlzed with a counecll of
+odoy
fourteen chiefs fnd-ﬁbaﬁsm_—_ts known(as the Yakime Fribal council.%‘é"
Y, }')14)'/[7 ' e lho Diow T Owe DaSereSses,

Each councilman serves four years, Ferms of seven coancilmen

expire July 1, 1955 and terms of the other seven will expire in 1957.

Most of the councilmen were reelected each time beczsuse of thelr
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| Ak Lo Movte af Zin
record of leadership end servie the peonleg %‘7 i Lo
t;_g w%‘a_ 4, tha Z,__q_’a (g Gt /©
Ly el a»eL s C P e Mﬂ-’“ﬂw 7/"7‘7’45‘

In 1954 the YakimafM'ation authorized expenditure of 1ts own funds

to give high school gradustes scholarship sssistances. There sre now :
e fn ogesiot ) §
twenty three students taking advantapge of‘ the onnortunity.

I em auked by many of my white friends, %how much mo{qey do you get from

-

e T e T T T VY L/L&j,_c

the soverment? You know the government has promised many thhhegs to

the Yakimas, How mG@8Smd many of these promises sre now carried out?
Ihe answer 1s n@@&d difficult to glve, but as for receiving any cash
8% each month, =s many people think is the ®9 . purpose of an agency

offlice, there 1is none.,

——m ™) ‘__M? —_— -

Lﬁny%ndian who Bf® has en allotment on the grazing area, which

2.
1s leased to permittes recelives the earnings off that land wl®d which

[ F s LD gD

P e A

@ 1s about six or seven cents an acre and the Yakima tribe adds elght or

nine cents .S¥F frn G/ <

!’ 411 e the funds sre tribal funds, Alone-e=&=3t is gove mment monevy,

The ssme is true on the farm areas.

Wﬁ% is entitled to,

None of the money is
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Q.
g;ééi;;;ﬁg;;’;;l of the taxes paid by othems, except resl estate S?if;7

taxes on trust lands.

and not pay the tax on +EGER&U the th ings he purchased?
Z:;Bat the land should be nontaxable is often & vested dresrrty rigcht wi
whth binds the state snd federal governmentd.
indians feel that they already heve pald their land taxes for dl
t}me by giving up & very great territory for such a little considersztion

q

and thet th;lprovisions f=tim=mym should remain to hold the land in
AJEEQAA~;-« LA Dt é]::t&a;s
trust as long as the *ndian wants 1t to remetm—n-ltrpus SEEPEST
Enrollment ““embership.
Ihe United States may assume full authorty over *ndian tribes and

determine membership in d@&8 the tribe for the nurpose of distributing

prEs ad jucdting rights in tribal

funds in lands and

nroperty«h T er—to , e : , .

QOngress may change the ordinary rule that més#ws tribal property may

be distributed only to tribal members. &= g Xern
£ o 4 Ldly e

& “ndian womanFiM;;o was & member o£StBd at the time of her death

shall have the seme rights and privileges to the property of the tribe

3
as other MemEess . Enrollment alone does not give a vested right in

tribal property,and congress may therefore dire ct a per capits



distribution on the basis of a new tribal roll, ewn though

Fid Comser fent—

Iaeemsisterce with prior laws and tresties with the tribes,

Enrolled members without any vested rights, livin_r; on or off the res-
ervation, are the same as any citizens of the countr‘y‘% are entitled

to the same privileres,

'reaty (g®

L‘Vi’hen the cAiefs signed the@- 4

Wld that t he treatyﬁvould stend as long as the White

Mountaini(mnd, the gre=zt river flows to the grest sea and the sun

wew fold et as Lovg 4.

rises in the east and sets in the west, Wmdians existed or lived

on the ({akimaﬁZéservation, the Treaty would stand and the Yrest k"hite

\Mfcdﬁm
Father would see to it that no ' G-ould enter HrEr—resemmation

;LAQ Fribes C()NS:ML?‘(
without thm—eowsemrtof—ti =t

Thirty-two years later, in 1887, theﬂllotment Act was passed by
G)AJSLLLYL

Congress withonut ce the Lakima

Nation.Ailotment agents came dpted_resecvatiowm and forcecd allotments
on the Indians. “any of the 0ld chiefs refused to take land =n d found

themselves without land. fhe ?overnment told the [ aians 1r they did
£org

not taeke up lend ngqd would be opened to public antm,ians came

from the west of the mountsirs to take up land and some used illegal
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me ans tq secure land
fn 1917 and 1918 forn‘,‘e’d deeds wer@ issued to allottees and some land
w=s s80ld to non-¥EdedEEdd Iindiens so the allotment “ct served its

purpose, It was the first step to bresk the i} Treaty‘ R — Y

.

W—AbaSic revision of Irndian law and/gt”dministration

was the Act of 1934 which restored the bllateral —@®@=8d3 par tnership
of IrzHen tribes and the <f=2=rml government.%?ﬂ ian were not
only grented an Og@lddd exlstence as distinct communities with their own

EEEEEEFs-, culture and religion but they were 4Z®9 promised federal

CLre—growth of their cultum,mio M&MM
m;ts and Mparticipatmn in business

@
nireogidho
and gow rnment, W ~

M 15 pont vt/
e out, the Yakima Nation v oted timmmgedmes out by

secret ballot election, Many ousside Indians and local white friexnds advizsed
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ofd. " .
the e chiefs that if they accepted the “heeler-Howard #ct TEEEFd they

lose
wou1&“nao€/;he1r culture and they would be driven to the hills, The tribe

turned out and voted against the act.siﬁg;;gige is new suffering the
mistake by listening to a bad advise.
In #B8&4 the 83rd +oHRPEOUE] Congress there was a concerted effort to

destroy this Indian Reorganization_gpt glemedebely by memms of more than

i

100 bills ¥ty designed to "free' the Indians , Yhe—freaty of 1855

ple a8 rong—as.they
wanted to 1IVE tireres from about 1870 on, a series of abortive attemyots
have been made at withdrawal legislation to turn +ndian property over to
the whites, at the same time destroying the {indian people as a
community. Indlan-owned lands, forests, mindrals, water power and other

assets now worth billions of dollars would change hands, Fadisme—ere
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(uﬁﬁgéhlgped’ﬁé%hre&—re&évrcgigy
ihere are many MeGORREIE8ad propositions to bear in mind in any study
of the Termination question,

5;oma aunthorlities advocete lmmedlste removal of federal surervision

Others, among them legislators and Indian authorities, are convinced ter-

2ecpele

\ b& :
mination GGIALDE84AEd should%ﬂ: only with the consent of the frgdems—

X zuatmu'z
Proponents of termination Xwseedmbien advocsate _ federal

services and protection WMw¥HEreserrwsttaons to lemancip ate "the gadian.

: (,
@nis is in [ TV T T o ST g SR S citizens »

W{NWWW@W @Wuwﬂﬁ%

D Cetre Pl T e e S _Fe = <

I object to this terminology and to the eeasoning that they become "first

ML (5 possihle by s,
class citizens."@ly 5L @break the promises made Ero=%Fem and take
“-:-: : 0

avay thelr beneflts,
iiﬁgzhdians are no more "second class citizens" because of federsl
benefits than are veterans, farmers, subsidized airlines and steamship
/
companies, manufacturers behind the tariff wall, or businessmen with
rapid tax writeoffs.'fhe Act of Congress of June 2,1924 bestowed full

citizenship on ever Indian born in the Tnited B8 States who did not
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previously enjoy it.

(wm indians may sue in court and make valid contracts. They

Goel
may vote In fetewedy—stetemmmsminort clectlons sadS@EFd they pay =most

fedexral, siaoke aai—Toes] taxes,
r)éo;"(_‘ns
They hold %effieedn our state and federal t and serve in the
&Dy
armed forces. They can leave their\aﬂ'o reservations if theyflike, but
they also can & en joy the right to live as a part of bhww”
Indianculture if they choose to stay with their tribes,

oule|

(-
I orr-ef08R1d oppose :elevating "indians to"first class citizenship

and oblivion just as L1 would opnose for veterans,

farmers and all other groups whose economic wellZbeing has rightly become

the concern of our fed=sml covernment ,rm—dfE TS X
. Lo % /’
+ = l 2 =
Maro1a B, Fey Feoiof A /
4N

There had been attemps at termination in recent yéar-s but not

e

on the scale of 1953-54, mﬂ the First Session of t&eE@® 83rd

ot towdt et

g 1]

- (s -
;M@ e C
at certain YmEmt tribes Hbe freed from federal supervision and control,?'

gm *

e

SLTRSIdE

-~ ATAT Yo
OO Tey
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?his is to be done "as rapidly as possible  when this process 1is

completed the @##md ‘ndians will have the privileges, rights and
responsibilities as America:a Citizens"

A '
“sn t that good?

.L(Ask the Indian, “e says it means he will have to pay taxes on his
land , and that 1s unjust. Bf “hy shouldn'd he pay taxes on his land?

le says its tax free status was bought of him when he made concess ons

2o 2

of large territorles ex~comditicqy pheal TS Fand—was~tobe N hiT~without—
oendééégns.ﬂ%e asks what the holders of tax free municipal bonds would
say 1f the government were suddenly to make them "assume their full
responsibilities as citizens." by paying on these bomds,

hHe inguires what manufecturers who have bullt plants useful for
national defense after belng promised tax concesslon would say If
suddenly ”oﬁgress were to decide they had to pay taxes on these bulldings.
de points out that educational institutions ,'corporations and churches
are not taxed;that owners of oll wells do not have to pay taxes on 27
#8 per cent of thelr output as a depletion allowance. A1l these
concesslons were made for reason, the government receiving full value for
the concession.'?ﬁe government has also received full value from the

Lo~

Wﬂ ‘ndians as expressed in nearly 400 treaties. But H. €@
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108 means that :ongress declares it 1s the policy of the United “tates
to renounce fitidd its end of these bsrgains without returning to the

indians the valuable considerations they save for this exemption.

They( also terminate the ssoliestion—af=the [hdian “eorganization Act

of 1934, abolish tribal 0@g882d const itutions and corporations based on the
law, abrogate Regerz] —Fwésea treaties and impose the breaskup of tribal T8

/3 o B S g
properties into individual parcels.’?ut the of the ‘ndiands

apprehenslion 1is that these bills threaten his land

re

oldings shrank from 139 million to A0 48 million BCTES awwr; ¢ 27

Indians form a minority gmup snd have no power with Congress, but

some place, some where, there are a few 3150 people who do right by them,

et vioss_tnom, (T IR GV i S ety
o Bl Yl 2
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upon proper notice to the members of the tribe. Every member of the tribe has a right

to attend this General Council and participate in it. This right of the individual member
includes initiating measures of importance to the tribe as a whole, health, education,
finances, election of officers, etc. Each member of the tribe has a right to the free
expression of his opinion, and debate on any matter brought before the council is
unlimited. Each member of the tribe, man or woman, over 18 years of age is entitled to
vote on all measures brought before the Council, and a majority vote determines all the
issuesﬂi;No more democratic meeting can be found anywhere in these United States. The
'g;igin of this General Council is in custom, established over many years. In fact,

from time immemorial these general councils were called at regular intervals to decide
important issues affecting the tribe as a while, and were originally presided over by the
Chiefs of the several tribes composing the Yakima Nation. For many years the Interior
Department has recognized, and does now recognize, the Yakima General Council as the
governing body of the Yakima Tribe.

The business committee of the Yakima Tribe is the Yakima Tribal Council, composed
of 14 members, representing the lh'original tribes which consoclidated under the terms of
the Treaty. The members of the}?ii%:l Council are elected at the General Council meeting
for a term of L years. In 1944 power to transact all tribal business, except such as
are expressly reserved, was delegated by the General Council to the Yakima Tribal Council.
This council meets regularly the first Tuesday of each month, and transacts all the

business operations of the tribe, ([ “~———=

U) V,r""—’E;;‘Yaklma Tribe has its own code of laws regulatlng conduct between its own
Lt

members within the reservation boundaries; and the é;n major crimes are handled by the

Department of Justice through the United States Federal Courts.

Peing ¢itizens of United Sgapes and 25/?he State Washingtoh mem bers ofa\
/

the Y%ﬁima ri%e can b sued by a yhlte man ih the State,Coufts of/; member f the tré/ﬁ
may régpét to the Sfate Coég&;,té sue A¥ny€é/;1té359{// {

For many years the only rolls of members of the Yakima Tribe were the o0ld allotment
rollsomade=in:thes1890!snand early 1900's, and the need of an up to date roll of Yakima
Indians was imminent. Sometime before the year 1945 the Yakima General Council had
directed certain of its members to investigate the possibility of securing an enrollment
of the membership of the tribe, and the proper method for doing so. The Committee appointed
for this purpose reported its findings to the Yakima General Council on February 20, 1945,
By an overwhelming majority the General Council voted to seek legislation from Congress
autborizing enrollment of the members of the Yakima Tribe, rather than to make an enrollment

under existing regulations of the Interior Department. At this Council a resolution was
adopted to include members not only living on the Yakima Reservation proper, but also
those who had secured public domain allotments within the Reservationxprapexyxhmkxaiss

thesexwhexhadxsecured area ceded to the United States under the Treaty of June 9. 1855.

A
1



committee of the General Council to assist the Yakima Tribal Council in preparing a
draft in accordance with the specific directions of the General Council. At this Couneil
a motion was approved establishing the minimum degree of blood requisite for enrollment at
1/k or more of the blood of the 14 tribes which constitute the Yakima Nation.

fhe draft of the proposed legislation, prepared in accordance with the wishes
of the General Council, was embodied in H. R. 6165, 79th Congress, 2d Session, introduced
by Congressman Hal Holmes of the State of Washington

Thus the Bill, enacted into law by Congress, and approved August 9, 1946,
represented the will of the great majority of the membership of the Yakima Tribe.

The past 10 years has brought about a gradual change in the policy of the Indian
Bureau for the Yakimas and other Indian tribes in the United States. Restrictions
relating to handling of affairs directly affecting the Indians have been relaxed leaving
many of the major decisions up to the Tribe. Simultaneously the Bureau has been trans-
ferring services to the State and County. This includes education, welfare, agriculture-
Extension, part of the Roads program and cooperative assistance from highway patrol,
county sheriffs staff, juvenile authorities. Health activities will be transferred to
the Federal Bureau of Public Health July 1, 1955.

Federal appropriations have gradually diminished during the same period of time.
Federal supported activities now include Administration, Roads, Soil and Moisture

forestry,
Conservation,grasing, dentist&s office/and part of Law and Order. An Bxaminer of
Infreritance was furnished from the Solicitors Office dJanuary 1, 1955 to remain on the
staff until the back-log of unsettled estates are current. To maintain services
formerly furnished the public by the Bureau, the Yakima Tribe has taken over the financing
of land, leasing and Individual Indian money, financed by a fee collection system, and
credit, financed by interest collected. They are also assisting in the forestry, fire
control, law and order and road construction and maintenance.

The policy of the Congress of the United States and the Department of the Interior
is gradually forcing Indians to assume more responsibility in handling their own affairs.
Duties of the Tribal Council are rapidly increasing. They are planning future programs

for the benefit of the Tribe as a whole without regard for any personal desires. Eteps are
taken to benefit the landless, school age, delinquents, orphans and unfortunates.
Cooperation with Bureau officials is very good although a small minority Eroupe composed
chiefly of those who have little Yakima blood persist in trying to divide the tribe and

discredit the activities of the Burean
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Rough draft

The allotment act passed February 8, 1887 causing a great deal éf concern among
the Indian people. They were reluctant to accept allotments with the belief that the
Government would turn them lose, howevgr, a majority of the tribal members finally
agreed to accept their allotments, resulting in 305 being issued in 1891, however,
there were many Indian people who did not accept their allotmens, some of which are
still alive today. The allotment act was amended in February 28, 1891 and again on
June 25, 1910. The trust period under the allotment act was fixed at 25 Yyears with
power in the President to extend the period. From 1887 to 1895 very few allotments
to the Indians were made, but in 1902, a small number of cases calling for the
determination of heirs were presented to the Indian 6ffice. It was assumed that State
Courts had jurisdiction, but some probate courts of the States did not assume this
Jurisdiction and, therefore, no determinations were made. On May 8, 1906, an act was
passed giving authority to determine heirs of Indians for the first time gn the
Secretary of the Interior. This created a peculiar situation as the Secretary of thé
Interior was counsel for both plaintiff and defendant as well as judge upon the bench,
He did not wait for a case to be brought before him, but instituted the necessary
action through his field representatives to collect the evidence, which may be in the
for of decrees in the State Courts, or affidavits and then rendered the decision
on legal and equitable grounds. In addition the law specified that his decisions would
be under such rules and regulations as he might prescribe. It is evident, therefore,
that the Secretary is not bound by the decision toward decrees of any court in
inheritance matters affecting Indian trust land, and that it rests entirely in his

sidcretion from the evidence submitted as to the determination of Indian heirs.
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In all lands granted to Indians under the allotment act the Government holds the Fee until

the restrictednperiod is ended. When the final patent is issued the fee of the land is
- thereby extinguished in the Government and the Indian is holds or the purchaser acquires

a perfect an unburdened title and right of possession. Of course, Indians could purchase

from Indians and still maintain their trust status, conditions or restrictions.
By 1905 there were 2484 allotments on the Yakima reservation. Practically all of the
land which was considered for irrigation were allotted and now allotments were being made

It is not known when and how water can ever be obtained for

on dry sage brush lands,
There were 379 leases covering 28,559 acres made that year to other

irrigating them.
Improved lands on the reservation leased from two to five dollars
per

than Indian operators.
acre.,

per acre; unimproved lands lease for terms of five years were from fifty cents to a dollar

1 It was apparent that the trend of the public thinking, even in these early years, was
toward private ownership for the Indians. By the end of 1911, 3160 allotments had been made.

In 1914 the allotment rolls were closed--4506 individuals having been granted a total of
440,000 acres of land. Indians born since that date were without original assignments of
Even before that time the good land

 land and if they own any at all it must be inherited.

was scarce, those who entered a claim subsequent to 1908 being able to receive marginal
Those who accepted the whiteman's

! plots or graziﬁg land or timber areas in the mountains.

ideals, mostly half-breeds, and a number of women who had married whitemen, capitalized

' upon the new plan of individual ownership. A provision which allowed the Indians to make
requests for patents in fee to the lands became effective at this time. This rlaced them

upon the same footing as white people, their lands were subject to taxation, and they were

free to dispose of them as thay saw fit.
The full blood Yakimas did not feel that the breeds (sorry,here the record is not

]
understandable, I will put in what I have and possibly it will bring to your mind the text)hma

e,

intentions to sell to the whites.

} it was felt that these aliens and half-bredd traitors
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In 1915 the position of the agency at Fort Simcoe was felt to be too remote from the

main current Indian affairs and the center of the population to the east which boundaried

the Yakima river. In 1922 the Fort Simcoe Indian Agency offices were moved to Toppenish to

a building ghich is now the Toppenish City Library.

;f By 1906 Congress had begun to make appropriations, which finally totalled two million

dollars for the development of comprehensive irrigation system known as the Wapato Project.

It was later enlarged to include the Satus I,II, and III projects. Water was taken from the

Yakima river at a dam build in 1817 just south of Union Gap. In 1954, 123,748 acres of land

was farmed within the Wapato-Satus projects. The value of the crops traised upon this land

|-
!

i
{of crops raised in the valley. Per acre value ranged from $21 on the lowest value hay crops
|

1

amounted to $206,947, or mxax an average of $166.48 per acre. There were fifty different kind

%to as high as $1342 on apple production. The next highest value crop was sweet cherries
with a per acre value of $1193 faiimwimgxu followed by hops $770; apricots $559; pears $546;

ﬁPotatoes $443; plumes and prunes $402; onions $381; Asparagus $358

{

; berries $346.

The Ahtanum creek irrigation project on the northern boundary of the reservation had
| 4760 acres in cultivation in 1954 and the Toppenish-Simcoe unit in the western part of the

valley had a total of 2848 acres, making a grand total of 131,355 acres which were under

irrigation projects on the Yakima Indian reservation. In addition there is undeveloped land

within the Satus III project amounting to around 3,000 acres which will be brough in in the

next few years. The last unit directly south end west of the town of Mabton has been found

to be the most productive area on the Yakima reservation. Average per acre value of crops

l?

produced in 1954 was $179, almost $13 more than the average for the whole project. Even

before any orchards have come into production, early days of irrigation and farming by the

Yakima Indians can be traced back to Kamiakin who had farmed on the Ahtanum creek in 1847,

eight years before the treaty was signed and 4O years before the allotment act.
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