edition short
Visalisns even of the pioneer era were "bath conscious" it would

seem from the following article taken from the Visalia lYieekly

Delta of July 18, 186 1:

"SIIOWER BATHS :=='e have heretofore neglected to call the atten-

tion of our citizens to the excellent arrangement for shower baths,

vhich has been recently fitted up near the bridge in the rear of

the Delta office by our enterprising towmsman, lir, W.G Russell,
-

"There can be nothing more pleasant and refreshing, and at the same

time, more condusive to health than a wholesome shower of good,

pure water, Ve would advise all who have not luxuriated in lir,

Russell!s showers to go immediately and try them, Twenty-five cents

cannot be expended to a better purposes' >
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edition shert

Viselians even of the picmeer era were "bath comseious” 1t would
seem from the rc:].lo'ing article taken from the Visalia Weekly
Delta of July 18, 186 13 ‘

"SHOWER BATHSg=We hawe heretofore neglected to call the atten=
tion of our eitizens to the excellent arrangement for shower baths,
which has been rotmtiy fitted up near the bridge in the rear of 1=

b

the Delts eoffice by ocur enterprising townsman, Mr, I.G. lell.
"There ean be nothing more pleasant end refreshing, and l.t the esame

_timo, moro eondusive to hu:l.bh then a wholesome nhower of geod,

pure water, We would n.dviu all who have not luxuristed in Mr,

Fussell!s showers to go immediately and try them, Twenty-five cents

cannot be expended to a better purpose,”



edition short

*xExurarzxelZXaREX Verdicés nf'jurors‘in the early days
sometimes were brief and lacked the legal verbiage of today
but some justlice is seen in the wverdict recorded by the jury
in the following story which appeared in the Visalia Vieekly
Delta of July 18, 1861

"DEATH OF A DESPERADO:==The nobtorious Sam Brown of Washoe

notoriety where, during the past two years, he has killed some
six or eight persons, was followed by a hotel-keeper named Van Syckle
and a parbty on the following night of the 6th and shot, A jury

was called at Genoa and the verdiet was: "Served him righte!
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:mmm Verdists of jurers in the early days
sometimes were brief and lacked the legal verbiage of today
but some justice 1s seen in the verdlet recorded by the jury
in the followlng story whieh appeared in the Visalla Weekly
Delta of July 18, 18613

| "DEATH OE A DESPERADQg=~The noiariqzs Sam Brown of Washoe ‘
notoriety where, during the past two yoars, ie has Idlled soms
six or eight persons, was followed by & hotel=keeper nemed Van Syekle
and a party en the fellowinmg night of the 6th end shots A jury
was oalled at Genoa end the verdict was: "Served him righte™



edition short

Persons in politics in the early days not only "handed it out!
but "took 1t" on occasions it would appear from xhm old records.
on September 19, 1861, the Visalia Veekly Delta zave the following
returns in the campaign for governor: John Conness, 29,04 8;
ieland Sianford, o4,662, and John R. McConnell, 30,961,

Printed in the newspaper of Ehe same date, the s tory being
dated September 4, is the follbwing:

A most horrible affair has taken place at Coloma this
morninge. John C:hnessand John R, chunnell met in the reading
room of the hotel and while in conversation on the state of the Union,
angry woxrds paésed between them==iicC onrnell éalling CYnness
a liar, whereupon Conness spat in HMecC onnellls face, who instantly
drew a small=-sized revolver and fired, now, however, before
‘Cﬁnness had time to elevate his arm and discharge a derringer at
lMcConnell, Both pa rties fell.......

"The greatest excisement prevails in consequence of this re=
volting affair. A riot ié momentarily expected, 8quads of mén of
both parties are seen in the streets armed with guns, rgvolvers and
knives...«God only knows how matters will end."

Zditorts note: Later reports showed that neither man died,

#



edition short

Pereons in politics in the early days not only "handed 1t cut"
but “ock 1t" on occasions 1t would appear from 3¥m old records,
en September 19, 1861, the Visalia Veekly Delta gave the following
returns in the n:mpugn for governors John Cmﬂ, 29,04 8;

Leland 5 lnford., 54,562, and John R. ¥eConnell, 30 2961,

Printed i.n' the newspaper of the same date, the s tory being
dated September 4, 1s the following:

Y& most horrible affair has taken place at Coloma this
morning, John C;mamd John R, MeC nnell met in the reading
room of the hotel snd while in eenveraation on the stete of the Unicn,
angry words passed between themesleConnell calling C%mess
s llar, whereupen ﬁm spat in hconmll'l rm,, who instnntly
drev e small-sized revolver and fired, now, however, before
C nness hed time to elovate his arm and diseharge a derringer at
MoConnelle Both pa rties fellssceces

"The greatest exeiéement prevails in consequence of this re=
volting affair, A riot 1s momsntarily expected, Squads of nen of
both parties are seen in the streets armed with guns, revolvers and
knives....God only knows how matters will end,” ’

Editorls notes Later reports showed thet neither men died,
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edition short

Possible damage to the ¢ ourt house and other buildings in the
Visalia area was not placed in the major catastrophe class in
ihe 1861, it appears from an s rticle appearing in the Visalia
Vieekly Delta of December 26, 1861, dealing with a report of
heavy rainfall, The article foilows:

41 steady, soaking rain commenced falling here on londay
evening, and continued-wiﬁhout interruption until yesterday morne
inge. |

"As we go to press, it looks. as though it were about to
T'eCOmmence Hi;h:water, and ﬁerhaps an overflow may be expected in
a day or two, Fortunately, however, the plain is so wide that
nothing less than Noah's flooé could submerge it more than a few
inches and the ground is so level about here that the water
will not run fast enough to ﬁash. So let it come==it can't do
rmich harm except, perhapsh t tumble the coﬁrt house and crack one
or two other hrick buildings,"

Jii
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.diﬂm short

Possible damage to t.ho e ourt house and other buildings in the
‘Vinlh area was not plaeed in the major eatastrophe olass in
2Xm 1861, it appears rrum a rﬁgc-lg, appearing in the Visalia -
Veokly Delta of December 26, 1861, dealing with a report of
heavy 'ﬂiﬂflli. ‘Tho article followss _

"A stoady, soalking rafn commenced felling here on Monday
evening, and contimued without interm :

iption until mtor@ty MOYN =

"As we go to press, it looks as tuough it were about %o
recommence, High weter, and perhaps an overflow mey be expeeted in
s dey or twos Fortunately, hevever, the plain is se wide that
nothing less than Noah's flood could submerge it more thau a few
inches and the ground is so level about khere that the water
willl not mumn fn{t enough to wash, So let 1t come==it can't deo
meh barm except, perhaps, o tumble the eourt house and erack ome
or two other brick buildings,®
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edition short

An early day coctor in Visalia stated in an advertisement that
he could cure most enything on the disease list but let it be generally
known that he could not ;uaran%ee mich help to those who had
consulted other practitioners and came to him "half dead,"

The adﬁertisement, with name here deleted, appea red in t he
Visalia Weekly Delta of January 2, 1862, stated, after glving the
doctor'!s name and office addres;:

"Dpgmm=mm== having graduated &t the Reformed lledical College
in Ceorgia, practices on the feformed or electric system, using cura=-
tive medicines, whether mineral or vegetabke,.

"But ‘discarding all drastic poisons of every kind, or using
them with the utmost caution, and having lost no patients yet
in Tulare county, that was éntirely under my care, and hopes to cure all
curable diseases that w ill be submitted to him.

"B ut halfe=dead invalids who have been polsoned and
maltreated by quacks, in doctors' names, he does not
promise or expect to cure; but only to patch up theif broken COon=
st itutions, until death pays them for their folly ;n killing theme

selves with poisonous drugss"
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edltion short

An early day doetor in Visalla stated im an advertisement that
he eculd cure most Ing on the dlsease list but let it be gemerelly
Inown that he couwld not guarentee mueh help to those who had
consulted other practitiomers and came to him "hlr- dead,"

Tho advertisement, with navie here thld»d, appea red in t he
Visalia Weekly Delta of Jemuary 2, 1862, stated, after giving the
dostort's name Imd office address:

" Drewen=w.=having gradunted €% the Reformed H'od::ca?. College
in Georgla, practices on the reformed or slestrie system, using cura-
tive medieines, whether mineral or vegetablm, ' |

"But dlscarding all d;vu-tt-o polsons of every kind, or using
them with the ulmost ceutlon, and having lest mo patients yet
1n Tulare eounty, that was entirely umder my care, and hopes to eure all
curable disesses that w 111 be submitted to him,

"B ut half=dead fnvalids who have been poisoned and
maltreated by quacke, in dootors' names, he does not
promise or expect to cure, but ouly to pateh up their broken con=
st itutions, until death pays them for their folly in killing theme
'selves with poisonous dmaﬁi%'
#




edition short

Visalla, in the early days even as memg it would now, resented
overplayed news stories in metropolitan areas injurious to the
commmnitye The following-article, printed in the Visalia Delta
of I'ebruary 6, 1862, is self-explanatory:

"For the satisfaction of our up—countfy contemporaries who are
run ning over with sympathy for the "destruction of the B¥EgxeR tovm of
Visalia," we will state that Visali; is not injured at all,
compara tively épeaking. The water rose to a height of 24
inches in-;ur streets, and no more, There is not a single brick or
wooden buildiné down in the town, Aﬁd_in the "Four Creek" country,
generally, all our inquiries have failed to discover the fact of
one single animal of the horse or cattle type, or even a full grown
hog being drowned, and but few, very few, bogging down.,

"Tulare geta off cheaper than any county in the state, so far
- as the farming portion of it is concerned and eveﬁ the mining portaion
has lost nothing which the indomitable energy of those miners will

not replace this surmer."



early Visalia schools edition

Since the sarliest days in her history, Visalia
has made every effort 6 provide generousiy for the schools
and has developed one of the finest school systems in the
states

In the first years, there vere oh;& private
schools, conducted for short periods and abandoned when
required funds failed to materializee The Tu;;re county
board of sﬁpemvisors, On llay 4, 1857, ordered that Block 18
‘be daxignzmzz given to the school commissioners in Vigalia -
in trust for use ol the school district, provided that they
construct a suitable building for use as a schocl within the
succeecing years

"The Little Wpite School' was built; It was
a long, narrow, one room wWooden structure, generally lnown
as the district school and derive: its name from the fact thét
it was white=waghed xa for protection against the elements.
The quarters scon became inadequate and an "L" addition,
btuilt of tin, was constructed in 1864,

The Visalia Select Seminary was organized by the
Reve. and li,,8. B.W. Taylor in 1860, citigens subscribing to the'
building funde Iots were donated by J.R. Keener at the
present corner of Vest liineral King and Watson avenues,
combining a day and boarding school for pupils of both sexes.
The main building was 80 feet long by 40 feet in width,

25 feet hipgh in two stories.ari@zmestxakomzxzREx000

more



early V,;salie schools edition

8ince the earllest deys in her history, Visalia
has made every effurt ‘o provide genercusly for the schools
and has developed one of the finest school systems in the
state, |

In the firast years, there were only private
schocls, conducted for short pericds and abandoned when
required funds falled to mferialiﬁe. The Tulare county
board of supervisors, Ca lMay 4, 1857, orﬂer;d that Block 18
Ezpumixeg clven to the school commissioners in Vigalia
in trust for use of the school district, provided that fhoy

construct a sultable bulilding for use ac a school within the
succeedlng year, '
"The Litile White School" was built, It was
e long, narrow, one room Wooden sitructure, generally Lnowm  °
as the district school and derive its name from the fact that
1t was white=washed %@ for protection against the elementse
Te quarters soon became Inadequate and an "L" additionm,
"bullt of tin, was coustructed in 1864, ]
The Vis#lia Select Semlnary was organiged by the
Reve and M se BeW. Taylor in 1860, citilgens subscribing to the
bullding funde Iots were domated by J,R. Keener at the
present cormer of West lineral King and Watson avenues,
_ ocmbining a day and boarding school for pupils of both sexes.
The main bullding was 80 feet long by 40 fee: in width,
25 feet high in two stories.mr




éd one early Visalia schocols

. The first school cénsus was announced in
November, 1860, showing 284 pupils between four and 18
yea;s and 449 under 21 years,

Reve Father D,F. Dade, in the iatterﬁpart of
August, 1861, opened the Academy of the Nativity, Father Dade
was the first pastor appointed to the Roman Catholic
mission in Viialia.

Boys only were taught in the fa Academy until
the church waé built when the space on the lower floor previouély
used as a chapel waé r earranged for educational purposes and
girls were admittode The ac,edmy stood about where St. llaryls
Gakhwixe church now stands, Father Dade-today is recognized
as ane of the leaders in ﬁhe pioneer movemenﬁ for better
educational facilities in Visalia,

"The L, ttle Wyite School" and the seminary
(the latter having been abandoned as a privaté school shortly
af ter the flood of 1862) served as publiq schools in Visalia
until 1872, when a two=story wooden building was constructed
in the center of Block 18, The new school was 30 feet Wide,
58 feet deep and consisted of two rooms on each floor,

Furids had been made available for construction
of the school but none was provided for fdrniéhings.

Women of Visalia on Clristpas Eve, 1872, gave a benefit ball

in the new building. Men paid five and six dollars for tickets,
music was sup lied without charge, the Tulaye Ximex (County)
Times provided printing free and the women provided the food,
serving it in "The L:ttle White Schoole" The benefit netted
between {500 and $600, a sum sufficient to purchase the néeded
furnishingse .

more



ad one early Visalia achooli

~ The first school census was announced in
November, 1860, showing 284 puplls between four and 18 _
years and 449 under 21 yoars,

_ Reve Fether D,F. Dade, in the latter part of
A’gust, 1861, opened the Academy of the Nativity, Father Dade
was the first pastor appointed to the Roman Catholic
ﬁiu-im in V’_ salia,

Boys only were taught in the £g Acadeuy until
the clmrch was bullt when the space on the lower floor previously
used as a chapel was r earranged for educatlonal purposes and
girls wore admittede The @cjedmy stood about where St, lary's
skmite andsp TFather Dade today is recognized
as one of the leaders in the pioneer movement for better
oducnﬁoml facilities in Visalia,

(the latter having been abandoned as a private school shertly
af ter the flocd of 1862) served as ‘public schools in Visalia
until 1872, when a two=story m&m building was constructed
in the center of Block 184 The new sehool was w'i‘egt wide,
58 feet deep and consisted of two rooms on each floore

Funds had been made avallabls for eoz_ntruc;ion
of the school but none was provided for i‘umf.ahingai-'
Women of Visalia on Clristpas Eve, 1872, gave a benmefit ball
in the new building, Men paid five end six dollars for tickets,
music was sup lled without charge, the Tulare Ziwam (County)
Times provided printing freso and the women provided the Tood,
gerving it in "The L:‘b't'le m'tn Schoole™ The benefit netted
between {500 and $600, a sum quf!‘ieimt to purchase the needed
furnishingse -
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ad two zghemis early Visalia .schools

On the same night as the benefit ball, there
_occurred the hanging of Jim licCrory from the Court street
bridge and- the merry-makers Wefe greeted by the sight of the
swaing body as they started for home after midnighte

The new building was occupied for the first time
on Janusry 20, 1873 There were four grades-=the first and
second primary and the intermedtate and grammarse The four
teachers were Mpse. Boyer, Miss Victoria Wright, Mr. Novell and
Mr, Wattlicks

Needs of the tovm were met by the wooden building
uﬁtil 1890 when a three=story brick building, later known as the
Tipton Lindsey Grammar school, was constructed orr the same
sia, beiné occupied for the first time in lay, 1891 Until
the construction of the Visalia High school mmxiksm in 1897
on the site of the present Lincoln oval, this buildinﬂ served
as both elementary and @igh school, being the first secondary
school in Tulare countyse The school house cost $30,000 and |
was considered quite imposing in its daye

The main portion of the building consisted of
three floors, each containing four classrooms, with long halls
passing through the center of the building,.two rooms being on
either sidee The front entrance, on the east, consisted of
a 1on§.fliyht of granite steps reaching to the secona floor and
six entrances gave admittance to the ground floors :

The building was used as & school until condemned
as unsafe and was raged in 1920, the rpEgR Visalla Public library
now occupying the sites

niore



ad two zchenis @1y Visalia schools

On the same night as the benefit ball, there
ocourred the hanging of Jim HeCrory from the Court street
bridge and the mérrymk.m were greeted by the sight of the
swaing body es they started for home after midnighte

~ Theé new building was occupled for the first time
on Jemuary 20, 1873. There were four grades==the first and
second primary and the intermeddute end grammers The four
teachers were lirs, Boyu-, Miss Victorla Wright, Mr, Fovell and
Mr, Mattlick, .

Needs of the town were met by the wooden building
until 1890 when a mmc-ntém brick building, later &s the
Tipton Id.m Grammer m;o‘.’_l;-, was constructed on the same
sle, belng occupled for the first time in May, 1891, Uniil
e congiuapiion of the Visaila Hyph school mmxikm 1n 1897
on the site of the present Lincoln ewval, this building sorved
as both elementary and high school, being the first secondary
scheol in Tulare countyy The school house cost {50,000 and -
was considered quite imposing in its daye

The main portion of the bullding consisted of
three floors, each containing four classrooms, with long halls
passing through the center of the building, two rooms being on
either side, The front entrlm, on the east, consisted of

a leng flicht of granite ateps roaching to the gecond floor and
s8lx entrances gave admittance -to the greund flmw_f..-

The building was used as & ‘school until condemmed
as unsafe and was raged in 1920, the m Visalia Pablic library
now oceupying the sitee
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ad three early Visalia schools -

The first high school bulilding was finm ced
by a $10,000 bond issue on July 1, 1896 and the structure
was completed in 18097, It was atwo=story affair énd, as
stated above, w as built on the present Lincoln oval sites

The original high school served a; the Linceln
Primary school until 1924 when it was razed, It also
vas ased for a me brief period as a high school after
destruction of the new high soho&l\buiiding by fire in 1912,

The latter building was erected in 1911 and speedily
reconstructed after éhe fire,

The  Visalia liormal school, a private institution,
was opened on September 4, 1876, by A.R. Orr and!J.S. McPhaill
.in a one=story, three-room bullding.ntxthexenenerzafximagake
andzWixtkgxskreekay Partifular attention was given to advance
subjects and in the preparation of teachers for fubure school
generations,

What corres;ponded to the present grammar
grade course was instructed by a woman tcacher, the firstd
being a Miss Ward from San Franciscoe Among her SUCCESSOTS
were lMrs, E,O0, Larkins, miss Mattie Roberts and Nrs,
ll.CeK. Schueye Orr and McPhaill taught the advance subjects,
graduates being qualified to teach or engage in general business,
Orr, with various assistants, conducted the Visalia Normal
until 1887 when he leased it to E.,E. Johnson and the following
year leased it again but the school‘ended EABrEER 6perations
shortly thereafter.

An article on present day ?isalia schools appears

elsewhere in the AYniversaries Editions

#



ad three early Visalla schools
- The first high school bullding was finm ced
by a $10,000 bond issue on July 1, 1896 and the structure

_ wag completed in 1897, It wes atwo=story affair and, es

stated above, w as tullt on the present Iincoln oval sites
The original high s‘c-héol served as the Lineeln
Primery school until 1924 when it was regeds It also
vag used for a gw brief period asz a high sehool uﬁier
dgirueiiion. of Bie Wt higk schodl bullding by fire in 1912,
The latter building was erected in 1911 and speedily
recongtructed after the fires | |
The Visalie Tormal sghool, & private instltution,
was opened on September 4, 1876, by A.R., Orr and J.S. McFPhaill
Portifuler attention was glven to advance

in a one=etory, three~rcom hulilding.xtx:
subjects and 1n the preparaticn of teachers for fubure schovl

gencrations.
What eorres;ponded to the present grammar
grade course was instructed by a woman tencher, the first

. being a Mias Ward from San Franciscos l;g her svccessors

were Mrs, R,0. Derkins, ¥iss Mattle Roberts and lras.
M.CeE, Schueys Orr and MNeFhalll "hm@t the advance subjects,
g‘raénartn-being quelified to teech or engage in general business,
Orr, with verious assistants, conducted the Visalia Formal
until 1887 whem he leassed 1t to R,E. Johnson end the following
year leased it again but the school ended simziky operations
shortly thereafter, _

An article on present day Visallia schools appears

. elsewhere in the A¥niversaries Editions
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