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Her job: Finding answers

By JUDY DAYIS
Lorry Plath would be an l'lmlule
show circul

After 15 years in the [nncu
department of the Yakima Valley
Regional Library, she's heard near-
ly every question there is. And, by
hook or by crook, she and her staff
have been able to come up with
answers for most of

From how I.nmnn:l:lelumpe

dividual heads for easy reference,

but as questions and

again, the search continues for an

even belter, more complele answer.

““The m:eriptlnn on my
‘And

gravestone wi
whll"" said Plath, with a smile
thal seemed to touch every inch of
her face. *“How will the patron use
the information we've provided or
how will

do lll!ng!' in our community,” she

Th: result has been Inqujnu !nr
‘building boats, trailers and carni
rides, or concocting pesticides :n a
recent interest in saving waler.

ts to the reference staff

average more than 1,000 for any
glven month, P‘illhﬂld Recards of
«each are kept in query books accord-
ing to the general subject areas.
Answers provided by the staff are
rated according to how well the
problem was solved. The staff con-
tinues to work on those questions it
feels were not answered adequately.

An added advantage of the query
files is an ability to note shifts in
public interest. When a certain sub-
ject area prompls increased in-
terest, the staff begins bringing in
additional materfals to meet those
needs.

““The library has developed in
response lo community use,” said
Plath, who will retire at the end of
Ayru Hersell something of an in-

dualist, the Yakima native en-

it?” she asked.
'I‘buvmgeperson might be sus
prised, answered Plal %‘mh to-

da:r are exposed Lo mnre technical
information than ever before
especially in the Yakima Valley,
have turned to do-it-yoursell pro-
Jects of all kinds.

“There's a greal deal of stubbern
individualism in this Valley,” com-
mented Plath, who has seen hours of
the reference department expand
[greatly over the years. “There's a
great inferest in ‘how can [ make or

oys hiking and backpacking and has
been a cellist with a local chamber
music group for several years.

Following her retirement, Plath
intends to those interests and
others I.l}i:ludini gardening  and
" PR

for

By far, materials which have had
the most consisient, intense use
countywide are Yakima County
history files, Plath said. Back
newspapers and ploneer family
histories are well-used items, along
with the Click Relander collection of

Lorry Plath good
bet for quiz show

Indian history which has attracted
Arizona.

County off
of law references, imludlngﬁn’ll
state, county and city !tlhl Plath
added. It also serves ll & de
for the state library
receives Mly lh.lpmunu of bills .n

the state Iegill.llurewhen that hoﬂr
Is convi

But, even experts sometimes fail
and if !heannu any given ques-
tion lm‘llnhelm in the Yakima
library or among communily
resources available, reference
staff contacts the state Ubrary or
the Pacific Northweat Bibliographic
Library to search out the informa-
tion,

The only quuﬂnn for which no
definitive answer seems to have yet
been found is the names of the two
thieves crucified with Jesus Christ
on Good Friday, Plath said. It's a

no two religious scholars seem lo

agree.

““The harder (the answer) is lo
[ind, the more convinced we are It
has to be someplace,” she said.
“Our job is to know where the
answer Is.”

Responses (o patron Interests also
have led to increased topographic
maps of the state, catalogues of con-
sumer  information, do-it-yourself
helps such as Sunset magazine and
Mother Earth News, and several
others, she said.




