1212 H,.38nd Ave,
AXXXXXAXKORRAXXXX
Hapartmont of Jubtice, B Nov, 8,19064
oom 2129 Department of Justice Puilding,
%ashington, 85, D.C.

Bnolosures? 3 Clipoings
Re: Vekime Cleim BHo, 151 1LY

Dear 8ir: o "
Of possible interest ln comnection w'th Yakims *laims “o, 1€1, I
resent a "staf8" report on the Yanapum Bend of Priecst Rapiam oed the
riest Rapids ¥am,

This guick development has delayed miorofilm scenning, but one
additionsl roll is belng completed,

Public U111ty Ytstrict Ho, 2 of Yrent County, “ashington, in years
paat filed an appligation with the ‘edegul Power Comniseion for construotion
of a dem st Pricat ™apids, “ashington, ‘his is known as Project 38118

Suhsequently the State of ®ashington Power Commission filed for a like:
perait, “oth were in antilcipation of application for a ocomst ruction license.

8ubaaquently an injunction was obtained by the Gpant County PUD to
restrain the Power Commission from interferring with dem explorstion pending
deternination of the lessl status of the Btate Powsr Uommission,.

A "Peace arreesnent” wes oblalned, Oct, 21-22 last, and the Federal
Power Com:ission granted a permit for sub-surface explorstion to the PD,
subjec’ to warious terms and provisos.

‘anor. the lntrodw tion of enabling legislation, two yesrs ago, end when
the Urant Cointy PUD filed its original ap-licstion, the “anapum band,
bein: wl thout attoraney and being poor_people with no recosmition of the
United States Government, snd Priest Bapids being their home and the 'ome
of their sacestors, made & written plea to the Yederal Power Commissien
that their zraveyards, burial places end historic relios on an island in
8 river be prescrved end zuarded acai~ st destruotion; end that due conaiderat:
should be givan to providing a home for the preservation of & histaoric

Eroupe
During subsequent filings by the Opmt County PUD and the State of

ﬁnahl- ton for sn exploreatory permit, the “anagums were advised by the

edersl Power Commission that they could file "protestas,”

Their reply was always the same, They did nat wish tf objeect, orotest,
delay or retard progrees of dam construction in eny way. *hey had in mind
no suit, but truet?d to the fairness of those involved and pointed out

agsin thef Pricst lapids wes their last foothold and home along the
Columbia “iver,

ihen the Federdl Power Commiss:on issued its permit to the Yrent Gounty



PUD for exzploration it included, p. 5, srticle 11, this proviso:

"Permittees shall during the course of its investigrtions un er the
greliminary =muoxk permit provide f‘oz‘; tho adequate protection of l’inme\pum
ndian graves and historicsl relics,.

The day this permit was grented the Crant County PUD, by long distance
telephone c&ll from Glenn Smothers, manager, at the Bphrata, headquerters
office, requestod a field conference af the dam site with the “enapums,
before procecding with execution of a ¥207,080 core drilling contrsot,

¥hile but one of the Yanapums was present on such short notice, the rest
being in Oregon or the Lower Valley gathering potatoes for winter subsistence,
en amicable meeting wrs held with PUD and other officials [listed in

clipping 2]

In 1ess then two hours more Indlan problems were resolved to the
8&1}185."' ction of all then have been resolved in 10 yesrs up and down the
clumbie River,

The #anapums emphasized that they would ask for nothing unreasonable
such &8s removal of large burial areas in the poth of eny crested lake,

It was determired thet the .anapums were practical people and would
cooperste in all ways along & practical line, asking for not Ing thet
would be costly in the way of grave removals, etc, and being eppreciative
of aaything done, sinc e they recosgnized they had morel rights alone.

In event core drilling on the island connected with their genesis
is necescary where 1t would affect any of the rocks, the drillers were to
proceed, saving only those rocks that were not endangered.,

The contractors wil caution the r employes azeinst "Sundey” and off hour
grave searching end digging, 8ince a rush of amateur diggers always
accomanie: any dan project, #nd they will eomply with atate laws
relative to burials,

In event unknown graves mre accidentd ly uncovered, the contente are
to be pleged 1In separste boxos for dlsposition on the hillside reveyard
by the Indians, '

hile remolzal of buriagl arces dom around “allula In éourse of
constructing “he ‘.'-!cﬁary em cost the government from ¥70,000 to ¥100,000 as
I recolleot, there will be no removal of this nature necessary at ‘riest
Rapids, excepting ocecas ionally riperapping Qlom;; the railroad tracks,
In 1tself a part of the regular procedure, “his would cover over grrves
that would be in:ndated end preveat them from washing away, end tt» bomes
beinz scattered,

So far 88 is known there 18 only ome knowm greve of a relative of a
"Wanepm"” later enrolled as a vakima, He is the fether of Goeorge Sohappy,
George, meeting with the “anapums seversl yoars ago seald it wa. his wish
that his father, wio we 8 never to my lmowledge enrolled, te left in situ,

Bome of the other enrolled Yakinmms, of mixed tribes--gsuch as part
Wenatohipum, FehWwanapum etc. have b : 4nformed through the Yakima Agent
or councilmen that t here is no need to worry, for any disrespeot of
burials,. Moreover if they eve & speciffc person in mld a&d know his
specific burial place, this they may communicate to the “anapums if they

wish the remains removed,
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The general opinion secma to be thst the siltus lon 18 the seme as
elsewhere throughout the Horthwest. “elatives gre buried all over, but
fou exact locet ions are known, Aroun HMglary, *he Palles, etc. they were
mostly left where they were. -

The ohicf enginecr of the Orant Younty PUD end other of ficials of t hat
agency have asked for snother conference, this time at Yakima, the
week of Hov, 16, This 18 for the purpose of discussing fenocing of the
graveyard and other ncrmal precautionary messures end & reviewof the
field trip notes now that they have conferred with t he!r planners,

The Wanapums are now back, ‘hey were plessed with the e sults of the
proviso and first conference, concurrl - that prompt action be permitted
the PUD or eny other agency empowered to c onstruct the dam,

It 1s also indicated that some of tho “akima tribal councilmen have
waited on them for the 'th time and told them to prote%t or something in
like terms, But the “snapums dof nt care to do that, ‘hey knos the bwrilal
places of thelr own people, who they wers, etec, And they are heppy thet
inesmuoh a3 & dam will eventuslly be bullt, they are shown courtesy and
assigtance in cgontrest to years past, Horeover details of any discussions
they have w. th Yskimas ere not topics of cmverssticm.,

Sepgratcly it 1s deduced that one of the ‘ianap'.zms aay subsequently
enroll, "his is the situation:

A "stepbrother" living up by Ellensburg, homesteaded or cbtained
title to land far from the Yakima “eservation in years past. He dled but becm
he was enrolled and through bylaws of the Reservation or tribe that I am
not familiar with , this land reverts to the tribe unless a heir-relative
ia enrclled. *his involves s fairly nice farm and it 1s probable the decision
of the “anapum will be to enroll so he -ay claim t:e land, He did not
ask for advice nor was he given eny, Dut if thet s the case aend he had
askod advice, he would have been told to do as he wished, that 1 do not
tell them what to do, I only do what I cen to “elp them !n their problems

%oreover' it 1s 1norees}ng1y dlicated thatgns per capita pavments have
been insuzursted upon the “akima “eservation, "100 the fir t year, and
rumors it will be Y125 next year and then build up to $360 to ¥400 a yesy,
there is every 1051051 reaaon to conclide that in time, as enrollment
stays open, wmore yanepums will enroll, Such things as the pogsibility of
8 home at *rlest “apids will avert this for a time, but not for always,
And if the Yakime tribe were to vote th close all enrocllments after a
certaln dgte, thet would force the lssue, if an issue &hsmmxiamx exists,

A "seoret two-day meeting has been cslled by the eanrollment committee
and pnblicly announced, ere a deadline to be set, it is expected that
allbut perhaps throe Wanapums would eventusl ly enroll,

It 1g additionally noted § end a trip to subatantiate a b@lief wed
made to "he Dalles ar a lest weekend, that the University of ¥ashington
has completod a two-year archaeologlcd study of tho Wakemap Mound on the
north or “ashington shore at “ishram, #Althouszh not on Indien land, this
was oarried out with the approvael of the Yakima Hation, authorized some
three yoars agoe

This 15 & mound some 30 feet bizh ang covering over an acre. It 13 on
the right shore, midway between “elilo “alls Fishery and the Dalles Yum
8lte, which are on the 0 081 ¢ shoree -

I @ssume 'hatthe findings will be later made available, athough it
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usually requl es severnl yeers to achieve publicstion.

2] L1

At present the work has been discontinued and rock hounds are buay
8ifting the dlg. They tell me thet the way has be®n le ft open~to them.
liy personal examination of numerogs artifacts recover dthere in a one-day
dig 1s that the artifacts are of “alish, not Shahaptian origin. #nd thim
% belleve is & general opinion of profegsionals based on past test exploratio
his may eventually become wvalusble to “he Depertment, i1f firm enough
conclusions are made by the University whose project was carried through
under direction of Dr, VYsborne.

It i1s also noted that in past years and mare recently Lhe Y@kimgs have
mentioned thet the rocks islands in “Yelilo Falls contdh the *en Vom-andments
of the people, markings and sscred r-llecs lmown to them,~but so far as I
lmow, they have taken no one oneo the islands, the fisheries, nor made a
request for removsl by the contractors, of s uch relics.

&

I speculate that Chief ommy "'horapson's wife will Interview him
closely, drawing a map and narking t he saorcd place and gathering
information a&s he lmew it, and thet she will date this , wl tnessg it by &,
trusted friend and preserve it ,i;,n the event it 1s ever needed, *he chiaf s
own fishery was on t heserocks. “he chlef 1s very happy that protection has
been seouged the Wanapum graves, He has given me a name he has used wntil
recently "La Wot" to'e ,used after his death, which he said he did because
I wps as a brother and although I came from Yakima, I didn't act like
ite There has been no @iscussion of his situstion nor of eny of his
or other negotiations, just some remar:s by him and a suggest ion by me
of Flora, his wife, to get the iInformation and put it away for me in
future years when I could use it In my stories,

1]

The above status" report is submitted because of its possible inte est.
And it ﬁight be added , if the PUD desb%res to provide a home near the
‘riest "aplds J"am, eventually for the "asnapums, the stipulat ion will be
requested that the title become automaticslly extinguished should they cease

to become “anapums.

Congressman Hel Holmes wishes to confer with me after resting up from his
succesafgl casmpaign, This 1s tﬁ explore the possibility of securing a
home for the last %anapums," e %ntroduced and processed the enabling
legislation for the friest Rapids Dam,

Since the "anapums have & coopera ive record and wish to prove that they
are different and unvsual pec le when matters like the PUD preliminary permit
arise, there 18 no réason to beiieve the&t he will not 1l:.nd his good
influence to Cengressional legislation or & Presidential Proclamation
in due time., I believe L will suggest to Llm tom walt end see 1f the Dam
uilders show &8 sincere and honest gn approach to the humane subject at
hand, before sponsoring lesislat ion, #“nd in any respect, I shal lsuggest
he contect the Pepartment so there be no conflict with pending eclaims,

The foregoing, plus numerous other problems, registration for draft
of one of the Last “enapums, fisheries problems with the State ¥mwkstsm Pept.
of “isheries, etc, sho.ld 1 dicate that I have cut myself cut & men-sized
Job , “he Wanep mé arc happy that progre s, the first they have ever know
in some 100 years of eppeals, is being made. .

Ssncerely

Ciick Relander





