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Selah Library

To the editor — As you have
published in recent letters, on
Sept 23, Selah City Councll mem-
bers made the disappointing
decision to no longer run- the
publie library through the Yaki-
ma Valley Regional Library Sys-
tem. The contracl between the
library and Selah will be termi-
nated as-of Jan. 1, 2004

By terminating this contract,
Selah is relinquishing many of
the services thal are key to. run-
ning a successful library, These
services include the interactive
card cataloging system, public
Intemnet access, salaries for the
librarians, summer reading pro-
grams and the option of interli-
brary loaning or reservations.

The City Councll argues that
the contract with YVRL is no
longer economical. We must
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argue that maintaining a public the development of society, stu-
library with all the same services dents are perturbed by the
that are currently available is far  thought nfhmn;;mrown back into

less economical. Knowing that liferacy “Stone Age"
Selah residents only pay roughly
half of what is needed to nm the NICHOLE ASHBY

library with the aid of the region- Selah
al system, how could (he City
Council believe it might find a
less expensive way o run our
llbrary
The guestion now is: Has the

Selah City Council truly become |
ungrateful and blind to the gen-
erosity of YVRL, or does the City
Council have other plans for the
library's current funding and |
space?

Students from Selah are tak- '
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ing an aetive role in trying to per-
suade the City Couneil to retract
its decision on terminating the
contract. Based ori the belief that
access to literature plays a fun-
damental role in education and }




