1IGHTEST MEXICO
by John Abney

Mexn.co City—-Mi‘bl, the tmrd king of the Toltecs, died J'.n Oc’['.ober,

1085, in Tula. (present state of Hidalgo)

And now let us turn back a few pages in hlstory.

King Necaxoc, one of the w:.seet and k:mdest of the Toltec rulm 5

stepped down from the uhrone in 925 and lefl'. Tula w‘nich was con51dered

the la.rgest » most cultured and rn.chest of all the c:.ties in the “{exican

» plateau. Necaxoc went to 'l‘la.pa:l_lan to spend the last days of h:.s lite b
a.nd lei‘h Quetzalcoatl I on the 'bhrone. Quetzalooa.tl ruled as king and

2 priest of the Toltecs.

As a fa:l.thi\xl observer of the r:x.tes handed down by the god whose neme

' he adopted, Quetzalcoatl opposed the exotic doctrlnes which the Chlchimeca

people tried to impose. These rites included human sa.cri.fice to Texcatlipoca.

Quet.zalcoa.tl was oust.ed from ’che ‘throne 10 yeare ai‘ter he began rul:.ng and

‘Quetzalcoatl II took over. He was in favor of huma.n sacrlf:.ce and of the

; bloody oult of Texcatl:.poca.

Dur:.ng his relgn the a.dvoca.tes of human sa.crif:.ce held *bop govermxent

posts. J In order to get more victims for sacr:.f:.ces to their god, they

”waged war aga.:mst their neighbors to capture prisoners.

This led to i‘ull-scale war, % revolts and politica.l changes' which ‘istory

did not record. Therefore we do not know how long Quetzalcoaf.l I remalned

in pouer nor the names of men who came after him to the throne.

We do know, however, ‘that the war of the religious sects lasted 99 years
from 947 to 1046,
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King m.tl rose to the throne in 1025 and brought some order to Tula.
This g:reat warrior not only managed to br:.ng order into 'bhe prevailmg
chaos but had to solve a number of problems of h:.s people. '

He was unable to repress the war of the rel:.g:t.ous secte until 1014.6 7
when he mposed h:.e grea’o auuhorn.ty to end the mt.ernal warfare among
g;‘oups i‘:\.ght:mv to master the na'b:.on. i ’ »

Famine broke out in 1070 and large mmbers d:l.ed of hunger.v The city
of Tula. sank :.nto pmrerty for several yeare but t.he 1ron w:.ZLl of M:L'bl
(plus - his org anlzat:.onal abillty and the work he mposed on h:.s people)
made the’ natlon suw:we and prosper aga.m. Seeking power and independence, '
 Mitl launched a war to the south, reach:.ng the damains of the Zapotecas AA :
a.nd Mixtecas in Oaxaca. 18 : |
He lef‘b his imprint there by bm.ldino, populat:.ng a:nd giving ha.mes to '. g :
sites in his efi‘orb to estab LJ.sh a new. empn.re and’ preserve the grandeur ‘
of Tula. . |
He did. no’o , however, respect t.he custom of rulmg for 52 yea.rs only
» Mitl stayed on the throne of his forefathers an add::.tioml en.ght yea.rs /il
‘ unti.l h.'LS death in 1085.

His people loved hinm' so much thet t.hey :.nstalled his m.dow on the throne.
ohe was wise Xiuhtlaltzin who ruled as the fourth Toltec “king“ unbil 1089 |

when she died, _ % . :

Ih.tl built several temples dur:mg his relgx. One of-t}i‘e *moet -fanxode":‘._,.»s :
wa.s ded:.cated to the water goddess s rem'esen‘ced by a.n emera.ld frog.y For :
an: emerald frog the wa.ter goddess must have whipped up enough showers to :

give than a great. set of crops.
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Mexico City'...sé.rly in the moining of Oc’c.obér ":18, 151‘9,' Herna.n Cortes t
gave the s:.gnal to beg:m the massacre of the Cholulteca IndJ.a.ns. Blood
ven in rivers and more tha.n 6,000 Ind:.ans died at the ha.nds of’ the Spam.ards. _ s
Let us check into history and contemplate the background of ‘l‘.his mass
mul‘der. 7 ‘
‘ Cortes had establ:x.shed peace with the Tlaxcaltecas and drawn up an )
| a.lliance for his marc‘m against the Aztec cap:.tal oi‘ Me:o.co-‘l‘enocht:.tlan.
bu’o was undec:.ded on the route to follow'. e » ' :
. Cortes would have prei‘erred to march through Calpulalpan, as Bl v
Tlaycal eca allies a.dvn.sed, where he would be joined by the a.rm.es of
; Pr:mce Ixtlixochxbl but he wanted ‘bo show the Tlaxcaltecas that he was .
“not afraid of the Cholultecas. So he took tne h:.ghway to Cholula
' ”'he k:.ngdan of Cholula ‘had been J.ndependent i'or a long time but was |
an ally of the Aztec confederu.cy and a bitter enemy of the Tlaxcaltecas. : A
This em*mity sprang from a clumsy treason on t.he part of the Cholultecas.
They wers fn.ght:mg as allies of the ‘I‘laaccaltecas aga:.nst the Aztecs ‘
| a.nd durlng the be.ttle suddenly dropped ba.c‘{ from the front ranks to take a
pos:.tion beh:.nd the Tlaxclatecos. ~They then a‘bt&,cked the Tlaxcaltecas from
the rear while the Aztecs a’otacked from the front. |
This resulted in the massacre of the 'l‘laxcaltecas and ended a beautifxﬂ.
fr:x.endshlp.
Cortes left for Gholula with 6, 000 Tle.xcaltecas whom he sent ba.ck bei'ore

v arriving in Cholula. He entered the city vd.th h:x.s army am:.d warm accl&im.
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S Hins’oruct:.ons to fxis Tlaxcalteca uroops who had camped outs:.de Cholula, t'.o

y*fmen as wall aa the Indians whe Wer

: land t.ha:b the Cholul’ceca.s were putting up sha.rp sticks in the streets to disable‘

: the horses.. 'Bne Cholultecas were also were dlgg:.ng ‘brenches and st ring-‘fstonesf,

: on roofs.

This gave Gortes B rough idea. of wha.t t.he Cholul‘becas were planning.

Gm*t.es told the Cholulteca. no'blemen hat he would 1eave be 'ore sun up |

"ﬁ“’""wa.lt for sun rise and attack the cit,{ and ka,ll the pepulation. e :
| The Spaniards prapared t.heir a.rms, horses and artillery'a.nd. set.' 'bhenselves

wp .’m the ma:tn courtyard whera they gea.red for battle. Forby Cholultaca. no’bl&-

help hm with the baggage visited Coz'tes

to bn.cl h;xm fa.rewe.l.l. ; Ib was mdeed‘ a farewen. et

g.;:every Cholulteca J.n s:Lght. : eantma, the Tlaxcalte "*'s“rushed mto bhe ci‘ay T

i i-."-’llke a pack of lions. Cholula “becamea rn.ery i\x:m' ur acewitha]lhouseaarxd
tmples blazing and blood rmning through the city.  Many Gholultecas kil

B : ‘{;hemselves by jumpmg from the major tempa.e 5 preferring

7. Spania.rds had m store for them. -i

% Tlaxcaltecas by lett.ing them take all the fea.thers, clothing and sal‘b. And 7

o a.l.'l.owing them to carry t.he Spamsh gold andfsﬂver over the mountains e
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Ifemm Cz.ty--A la.dy i’rom Callforma wntes that she is plannmg a trip vl

%o Mex:z.co City, Acapulco artd : eracruz ar[d shez would like infomat:x.on on !

' f_f'fpo:mts of mterest 1n these places. She a.lso wanta to Imow wha’s kind oi‘

"clothes to bm.ng and, it thay mu hold a btﬂlflght here on Chrlstmas day
Well, ;m Mexz.co Ql,ty you probably w:x.ll want to see Chapultepeo Castle,

A the Na.tn.onal IIuseum of H:l.s’cor:y'e Univers:z:b;y C:Ltsr, the Lagunilla ma:‘rket whiah

: M.r?“::.s sprea.d ‘over two blocks of street on Sunday mom:\.ngs and the big Cathedral. 4

ko .;.,A"'?Sn.t :m ene of these sidewa]k restaarantsfor a,n“‘hour and':,nou'll see every'l'.hmg

2 gget t:.ckets several days in advame for the f;.ghts., Best. way :

o p:.ck up your tmkets down town. .

: _Thare are hundreds of intercsting, places a;r'ound the city and you m:.gh’tq do
well t.o take a guide w:Lth a. ca:r.' to show you around. Acapulco has the old
Fort San D:&.ego bnt ,)ust about everybh:mg else there is new. You «shauld rent

a ce.r and drive around the cit.y a.nd jus’c, 1ook :‘Veracruz has an old fortress, ; : '-',5

For a, peso he

§ :‘from Bhrimp vendors tco a. gentlaum w:i, “‘shock;mg machine{

'm.u tune up your system J.f you dbz;’t“jmmd bemg electrocuted., As to clothing

ik

" L_you ‘should hm.ng w:l.nt.er wear for" ‘{emco Cn.ty and summar th:ings for Acapulco and g

-“‘Veracruz. They are strictly tx-opical.' ;coulcm't say Sor sure tha.t a buni‘ight

wi.'l.l be held on Ghristma.s Sund&iv b\l‘b a . 3 ,educa,;d“ guess 5 € would be mclined

-to say yes. Few thmzz,s can make than suspend a hunﬁght in Ife;aeo. You ca.n & :

‘th:mk :.s to ask at Jour hotel. The travel agency there w:ll ha:ve same for

sale and if t.here is no travel agency, the hotel can a.lways send a boy tvo
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% PEOPLE?

Wi ‘tha.ﬁ pa.y up to 9 per cent. g I'd suggest you check m.th a lamr here,‘.and

o Mex:.co.)

g L‘IGHTEQ fted i e T UE e

Yo ,’VN When you are given your papers as & retiree you can cl:mb in thef TR

hanxnock and forget l"u ’Ihere e.re two or. three categories under whz.ch You o

: months.-»_ '

UHAT MERUST IS PAID Q‘I oAVINGS ACCOUNTS I.N MEXICO? GUARANTES?

" Banks nomally pay l;..ﬁ per cent but there are some mstitut:\.ons here

i‘md out the best place w put your money. i Money‘ invested :m govenment;
operated instz.tut;.ons 1s guaranteed by {:he governmen‘b. You need nb'b have o

L :fea.rs about that. ST e e Bt

IS 'I:HERu A HIGH'. AY FROII GUADALAJAM 'I:O PIERTO VALLARTA‘?

- They are workmg to push one ‘b}n-ough now but a.t present all they have i
' _‘is a dlrt road w}d.ch is very bumpy. ‘wouldn‘t a.dv:i.se arxyone tp try

‘-[dm.mg it untﬂ. uhe new hlghway j_s compleatfed,

II\IFOIHiATION ON Rc.STAURMJTS m MEXICO CI‘I'Y?
’Suggest you pz.ck up a book by John W:.lhelm called Guide to IIeach.o City.

s -j":'th. 1J.sts all t.he restaurants and tells wha'h type of rood they serve. M

(Questions on 1 fexcico? Wra.teJohnAbney,Damaleé,h;:d.coGity 195
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Mazatlan, Mex:.co-The independent sovere:x.gn state of Sinaloa wé.s
ercated by congressional decree on October 13, 1830. : The state constituent
congress was installed in Ma.rch, 1831, and the constitution was issued :Ln
December of: that year. The state was d:.vn.ded :mto AR distr:.cts. :

In Cahita dialect, the word "Sinaloa“ mea.ns round oactus fruit. Tho
name probably was adopted because of the fru...t‘s abundance in the area. e
Roots of the mrd are "sina., ol which mea.ns .cactus. ﬁ'ut a.nd “lobola"
which means round. Tho word‘ or:.g:mally was Sinal’obola which was-shoszened
to Sinaloa. V | ot : k :

Delving back in history, we find’ that ‘the terr:.tory of Sinaloa a.round
the sixth cenuury of our era wa.s populated by various tr:.bes.

The Chima.ll‘zuacanos ma.do up the most important 'brn.be. They had formed

a sort of con.federatn.on of vn.llages extending through what ‘now are the

states of S:Lnaloa., Najam.t 5 Jallsco and Col:ma

Other important trlbes :o.n the reglon were the Cahites ” Tepehuanos,
Mayos and Yacorequés. These trlbes ma.:.nta,:x.ned their freedom despite a.'L'L
‘efforts by the Aztecs and Tarascans to conquor them.

moocitmrsty' Nuno Beltran de Guzman left Mexico City on Dggembezf 20,%
1529, headirig an expedition £o conquer the west. After bloody battles
in which he conquored Indian villages in Jalisco, he :moved to Nayam.t and
Sn.naloa. . &

His scorched-earth policy left a sad impr:m‘b of hls pa.ss:mg. )

VWhole ‘tribes s learning of hlS approach, fled to the momtaa.ns to save
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