Library’s
Past Cited

Reading Room
Begun In 1889

By TOM HEUTERMAN

It took many years of planning
and the efforts of many persons
to build a new home for the Yak-
ima Valley Regional Library, but
mirw more years were required

ize a permanent lbrary

here at the turn of the cenfury.

Today's Yakima library had its
nngm in 1839 when a public read-
ing room was established on First
Street by the Women's Christian
Temperance Union.

foney Troubles

Encouraged initially, the Union
hoped to build a building costing
$5,000 in which a library, reading
room and lecture hall could be
housed. The dreams became shat-
tered and the WCTU was !nN:(‘d“‘
to put on a lawn social to even of
pay off the debt of the nrlﬁmnl”l
reading room.

Alter this arganization dropped, S
out of the picture, @ second start| a
was made on March 26, 1891, when |
several women met at the Yakima
Holel lo organize a circulating li-
brary association. b

Teachers Helped

Calling itself the North Yakima l
Library _Association the group| g
elected Mrs. W, P. Sawyer presi- a
dent, Mrs. Susanna Steinweg vice| ¢
president, Anna Mattoon treasurer|
and Haltie Sawyer, secretary. Miss| 1
Mattoon and Misg Sawyer, two r
North Yakima school teachers,
were primarily responsible for re-| 1

viving interest in eslablmhmeml
of a library. | p

The association's books wen-l
housed in the office of County) i
School Supt. J. G. Lawrence in|iq
the Syndicate Building at the |
southeast corner of Second and E|c
Streets, This was the same build-| S
ing which housed the WCTU read-|
ing room and, after 1905, The Yak-
jma Daily Republic. ‘

ook Total, 128

The initial purchase of hnnl:sxl
totaled 128 volumes and each Sat. 1]
urday a number of women took| i

turns acting as librarians. A con-
stitution was drawn up by thely;
group al the organi:ullm meet- \,
ing. By February, 1892, the asso-|
cialion had 75 members and n‘
honk stock of 350 volumes

“*Someday the city will Ia'ke nn 1[
this work and make it a commodi-|
ous city library . . . but in the|
meantime an association like we|
have formed comes the nearest
to meeting the public want . .
Mrs, Steinweg who was then presi
dent, said.
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Gnlm Momentum
Slowly but steadily the ussmu-'
ton moved from a social organiza:
tion into a serious library move|
ment. On March 26, 1896, the exe:|
eutive board decided to incorpor.
ate the association. On April 10,
the articles of incorporation el
rcmved from Olympia.

e group, by then known mi1
lhv: Ynluma Library Association, |
had two classes of memberships: |
the non-voling members who pay-
ed 75 cents per quarter for dwu
and the life members who paid an
initiation fee of $1 but who also)
had 16 have the approval of the
president and the librarian, Re-
«ceipt books containing the names
of those holding $1 memberships
are a part of the library's histori-
cal material.

ame Public

As the new century opened, the
association began a new and final
evolutionary change, that of pass-
ing from the private to the truly
public stage. A move was made
in Pebruary, 1900, to a reading
ll’ubm next to the Yakima post of-

ice.

A year later it was. reported
that the room was open daily,
hoth afternoons and-evenings, and
an average of 20 persons per day
were using the room, (Now the
| regional library has an average|
|of 20 persons per hour using the/
library during any 12-hour day.)|
Nearly 1,800 volumes were on the |
shelves and Scientific American |
ang the Etude had been added to|
| the .-modml list.

ly Move Eyed

At uns llme the assach
| board said that “whenever
r.lly authorities can guarantee its
| support, the Association will be
|'glad to hand over the properly
and control of the library to the

city.”

The association hoped for $25,000|
okt Arkioww Carnegie for a lib-|
rary building, but hopes were pre-

| mature, Through 1901, 1802 and
1803 Carnegie withheld support and |

|the association. continued as a

| private library organization.

| In 1903 the association moved
its library from the site next|
{o the post office lo the second|
floor of the Clogg Building at the|
carner of Yakima Avenue and ard
Street and actively salicited funds
to buy a building site.

Carnegie Help Offered

The library association presi.|
dent, the Rev. Hamilton W, Bart-|
lett, received a letter in Decem-
ber of 1903 announcing that “If|
the cily agrees by resolution of |
councils to maintain a free pub-|
lic library at cost of not less than |
$1,000 a year and provide a suit-!
able site for the building, Mr.
Carnegie will be pleased lo fur-|
nish §10,000 to erect a free public|
Ilbnry building for North Yak-|
i

n was not until June 20, 1904,
that the city council got down to
the business of actually introduc-|
ing an ordinance calling for 'a|
free “and public library financed |

from public tax moneys, The
measure passed on July 5, 1904, ‘
| Lots Bought !
On lots sold in 1905 by Maria
R, Scholl, Westfield, Mass., and|
| Mr, and Mre, Charles E. Hubbard,
| Middlesex County, Mass., and
|given to the city library Imard
‘uw um-m was put up. The four|

| 3,550,

m-ll €. Hall (later to become
Jasper G. Flanary) was lib-|
of North Yakima's public|
library when the move was madé,
to the new Carnegie building, Al‘

[ that time there were [

il 3,000 vnlunm!

I Bat by 1010 i Inbrar,v board
was wondering where all the
bmks were going to be put. The|
|| 1911 annual report said that there|
was no room for new hooks, no
place to file back numbers of mag-|

| azines, and no place for study as|/

| the small reference room was out-
| grown long ago.

In 1911 anoiher attempt was|
made to get a donation from Mr.|
Carnegie to build an addition, Mr,
Carnegie disregarded the petition.|

In 1913 the city commission re-
paired the building, finishing a

|new room in the basement for
| children and installing new book
| stacks and electric light fixtures.
1 War Interfered

In 1918 it was reported that
Iplans for the new building which
had been deemed essential in 1915
had been temporarily abandoned

on account of the war, The next
year shelving was installed in the
basement to relieve the conges
| condition,

In 1920 the cily commission
|agreed to issue $5,000 in bonds
|for addition Lo the buildings since
|cost of building a new structure
would have been $60,00 to $70,000,
Further reliefl came in 1938 when
\the Larson Library Trust Fund
provided for a new children’s
room.

County Unit OKd
A new era in the Yakima libra-
ry-opened during World War 11
| when the board of county commis-
| sioners established a rural county
library district after a vote of
110,008 to 3,000 by Yakima County
residents,
The rural district used only
hr-n:i:us and bookmobiles in jts
operation. It rented part of the
brange headquarters on A Street
| for its use because of the crnwdod
conditions in the Carnegie Bi
| ing,

ot lang after the rural dll-
| trict’s formation, the rural library |
and the city library saw they
Imum gain even more by consoli-
dation. |
| Merger Approved |

On Feb, 23, 1051, the merger|
was made. The city furnished 46,- |
1371 books ta the regional library, |
|um- bookmabile and the Camng;cl

| Building. The rural district had
55,410 books, two bookmobiles and |
|the space it had rented from the
Grange,

On June 28, 1955, trusiees gave |
preliminary thought to a build-
ing program. Roughly nmlmmil
was a proposal for & headquarters |
and central library structure in
Yakima plus such branch build-|
ings as proved necessary — one |
west of Yakima and another in‘
the Lower Valley was suggested.

Volers Faver Plan |

These plans were altered, but on |
June 9, 1856, John Villesvik, Yxk-l
ima architect, was chosen to de-
sign the library. On Aug, 27|
Yakima city commissioners voted
to put the $400,000 library bond |

c=anesal on the Nov, 6 general
|v.'lecum ballot. Voters in rural
| wiews of yakima County voled on
| companion $400,000 bond Issue
“l'ur the same purpose.

The day after the olection, the |
‘er:s showed the bond issue car-|
[ried 62.2 per cent in the county, ||
/62,1 per cent in the cify. A mar-
{ g.n of 60 per cenl was required.

t The temporary sllz for lhe h
|brary at 17 N. 1st Street
| picked on May 1, 1957. The llbfll')‘
|closed at & p.m. for the last lime
{in the ‘Carnegie building on June
128 and reopened in the temparary
| quarters on July 15.
| On July 19 the bid for demolish-
ing the old building was nmded
and by the end of October con
|tracts were awarded for
for construction of the new build- |
'ing. Gilbert H. Moen Construction |
|Co, was named general contractor |
|and on Nov. 6, 1857, ground was
|broken for the new Yakima Val-
|ley Regional Library.
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