fead Quarters Dept. of the Pacific
San Prunctsco, September 16,1854
Sir:

I have the honor to report that a militery post is now being
bullt at the Cmado de las ""sas [crapevine canyon] fifteen alles
southwest of the Tejon Indian Reservation [30 miles south of present
Bakersfield,“alif, on Eidge Route] which 1s to be called Fort Tejon,
to 1-dicete 1ts location, I have assimed Brvt, Lieut Colonel
B.L. Beall (sic) major lst drogoons to the comsand aad Conpany 1st
Dragoons is now there as a ~arrison, ‘he recent reduction of the
limits of the reserve prevented the post from being placed v ithin
£58 11mits Santa “arbers,“al, 1s - ow the nearest post of fice.

Having on June last heard reports of Indian hes tilities near
Whidby's Islend, W,T, I sent instructions to Lieut. “Yol. “onneville
at Fort Vancouver to render any assistance in his poser in that
section, I have jJust received in reply a report from Lieut.Rufell
comnanding Fort Stellacoom in wiich he states that the difficulties
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are for-the present settled. The disturbance had 1ts origin in the -
;ig osed: murder of twc or three wiite men by the I-dlans,."The chlef
wERXXRXXXXx®X ones engseged in these outraces have been apprechended and
are nw in confinement in the suardhouse at t his post awaiting trial
by the civil suthority suthority of the territorye." "The most recent
difficulty was occasicned by a descent of a party of Northem Indlans
residing in the Russlan ‘erritory, upon the settlements 1n Bellingham
Bay. This 1s the most narthem portion of Washington Territory being
within & few miles of the 49th Parellel."The settlers there are more
1iable to the incursions o the tribes beyond the jurisdiction of the
U.S8. who are able to make a descent int helr canoes and retrest be’ore
any force ¢sn be brought against them, The only sure method of
effectively checkiny these Indlans, st the Same time giving additional
security to the settlements detween this post and that point would

be 1n my opinion to esteblish a post of one capany at P¢111ngham Bay
or in that vieinity."

Lieut. Yol, Bonieville remarks, in sddition to this, that &cting
Governor Meson thinks"the only effective method to check the
ineursions of the Russisn Indiens 1s to have on Puget Sound a stesm
rovenue cutter" to pursue them in t heir cances, I have not now en

Aﬁuasoll)
ufell

avallsble company for the new post susmzested by Lieut,
[03d style doible s, writtea llke 1], but shell teke thils measure
into consideration by the time Lt, Yol, “teptoe arrives with his
battelion., He migsht soon be here.

In reply to & commnication to Yaptain A,J. Smith, lst dragoons,
comdg, Fort Zane in which I called his aténtion to anprehended
@ifficulties with the immigrsnte and the indlens near ¥oose Lake
he iaforms me that all necessary w-ssures have been taken in trat

quarter and he 1z cn the alert to prevent dlsturbances. It seems @

conpany of volunteers hes been mustered into service by author ity
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of - the - goversor ef Ovezon, out Casts Smith is of the opinisn:that they
were mot me-ded end that it wes done upon the representa fons of
speculatéra whe expect to bebenefited ny furnishinz supplles,

§oportl from Mujbr G.J. Rains, 4th Infantry commanding Fort “alles
0.T. informs me that on the 20th August the emlgrants en route for the
west 'were attacked on Boise River, a branch of the Snake River and
2 men killed end 4 mmumdxd women & 5 children carried away cantives
with all thelr property.

"pssistance wes asked for by the Indlen agent (Mr. R.R, Thompson)
and others and I (Major Rains) dispatched Bvt, Major Haller, L,
Macfeely and Asst, Surgeon Suckley with 26 soldlers to the sceae of
aifficulty. “ajor Haller left #ugust 30 and since a company Of Volunteers
30 strong , havinz of fered helr services, were accepted mmd they were
furnished with arms, horses ammnition & retions and left here (Fort
Dalles) yesterdsy (August 31) "

The scene of this outrage was 15 miles from Fort Boise end sbout
%00 miles from Fort Yalles, the nearest militery post, The ¥in-nass
Inclans who were theseconcerned, ere said to number 800 warriors &
are believed to be all hostlile.

Lieut. Col. Bonneville has sent company L 3rd Artillery from
Fort Vancouver to the “alles with 6,000 rounds of certridges. A, ¥r., John
F, Noble , living off Malheur River, 20 miles west of Fort Boise
who appears to have influence with the Indians, has also gone out with a
half breed Snake L-.dian to endesver to recover the captives and
thelr property.

Colonel Mensfield, inspector pgenerasl, happened to be

at Fort Yalles when the informetion arrived there, le writes from
Fort Vanecouver the 4th instant thet Major %g1ns hes ammke acted
"sromptly and efficiently. He was able to mount all the infantry and

volunteers and Colonel Sonneville has sent the Artillery company



4
from-: this post to Fort Da:les, do further steps need now be-taken
ags to movément cf troops at this season of the year tlll further
developments,”
I enclose herew!th a copy of instructicns sent to Lieut, ®ol,
Bonneville to use all diligence which the means at his dispossl
will permit,

A part of the offlce furniture attached to the Department Head
Quarters was sent up to Senecia come ten days ago. I em only waiting
for the trensport to move the remalnder, #n accident which happened
to the vessel has detained her,

As will be seen by Special Orders No, 86 I have sent e
Detachment from the company at the Presidio to ‘ort Orford to reliewe
the Deteachment from the eompany at Penlcie Berracks, this
arrangement appesring to be more in accordance with the views of the
Hon, Secretary of Wwar,
I am sir, very respectfully
¥'p 0dt. “ervt,
John G, Wool
Ma jor General
Lieut. “ol. L, Thomes
#gsistant Adt, CGeneral
Head Quarters, Army

New York.



