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Yekirma +-dian Agency, Foprenlsh-- I[ndian land leasing,

an fBO0,000 a year volume cf business in rentals on the millim
plus acre Yakimx [ndian "eservation, reached a h’storic milestone
when bids for 58 tricts of land w-re opened by Harvey Muskrat, real
property o "“icer at the agency.

Decéuse of the persistent leasing problem, and ln order to
aid farmers sxfx to meet seascnal crop preparatlion deadl inss, the
bl idinz wes sweeggd up from the cstomary Qggaggyperiod after
announcement to ¥R days, this was possible th?ourh repulations
promulirated by the Secretury of the Interior throush intercession
of Rex Congresswoman Catherine May, 4th Qistrict, (R-viash).

;herc was nothiing sensational in the bild callliag, nvolving &E&x
sorething less than 4,000 acres, “nd there were but 17 bids, beocnuse
most of the land, m@ﬁd individually andk tribally owned, hd@:Dbe80
was marrinal and had been offercd foBd for leas p‘evioust. SRtEES
was a milestone in efforts to get the land leased, for “enefit of
formers, the iLesqrvat‘on area as a whole and the +ndlan owners.

#nd a solution of the probl'm still remains té be achieved aithourh
it has brco e evident thgt much of the troﬁblp centers on the
depre.sed 0d2A0d@iPBetlr® ddd over-all furming picture. -

Horever at 1 nst one individual 1AdBHEABEPEOE0A0AOdEddn h'gh
in the Bureau of +-dian #ffalirs haes a first hand picture, ‘e is
John Crow, recently appointed sctins comnissioner of *ndian Affairs,
Crow ;as one of a two-man govérnment team sent to the Yakima -

hggerv tlon at the -equest of Rep, May sbout a yerr ago to study
the s ituation,

Muskrat considers the 0i@og! bid o en:ng," fairly successful,"

(more)



first acd., 1lund leasing

The land department staff is now completiag initial successful
bids, permittin- farmers to begin immediate work on the property., in
other ‘nstances, bidders arc being notifiled they aro high and this
enables them to begin negotistirns with the +ndian lamd owner,

Land owners aéadddd~ have the b-nefit of a fair rental value
fipure, besed on an Impartisl aporalsal ky uncer a contract . This was
one of the fizst mo{es to establishm & worl‘nz relationship between
lessors and land owners.

?here i{s some 1l ~way, if the amount the lessaor is able té pay
fa11ls short.But there is also & lim’t below which a lease wouldnot be
approved,

The generul policy is to encourage the land owner to take an
increasin 1y active part in ‘carrying ‘ut his ownx management. The
land depurtment provides technical knowledpge and assis tance as requ ired
but does not direct the actlvities other than under regulations in
which aszistance 13 scmetimes required by both parties,

One awknorledged dif ficulty is the increasingly n& row "margin
of profit" for the f.rmer, a higher cost of ~roduc tion bacause of
labor, equipment etc. , and & lowerl g return in crop values,

lhere are other difficulties, which farmers claim should be
relaxed because it 1is driving them out of business. fhese inclnde
bonds, which they assert spell the difference between continging in
operation or moving to other arca: ,Then too tﬁere are more attractive
deals in other regions, like the Columbia Dasin, mede sc by the
fovernment. 'his situation, it has been polnted out, follows a
historicel pattern. # new ar-a 1s opened, opportun’'ties appear sreener.
fberc 1s a migration from cne area to another, Lstor- the mizration

shifts in the other direction,

(more)



seconc ad,

fhe situation on the “eservation started on a down-trend in
1956 and has progressively worsened, “egislation to correct it
is diff cult or impossible,
another handicap is frectionated heirships. It is a problem
more far -ru:ching on the Meserv tion than leasing. .
iith each year, the number of heirs to certasin property of persons
who dle iacroases, ‘here was a time  hen onlyo@@ @0 there was but
one or t.o heirs, Now heirshir in a sin :le niece of property may
rest with %% 79 persons, “nd 100 psr cent conseﬁt from each is required
to-complete a lesse. Pome of this is frc: iated by acceptance forms
and the office asgsists in not only sending cnt forms but in providing
addresses, |
The near-million dollar leasing business evolves about 1,900
currently actlve le ases, averagin; five years each.
Of the 77,500 acres of irriganted land, there are approximately
185 1dle tracts or around 4,000 1dle acres f@0mlhBid@hd which produce
no revenue for farmers, no rentol for the owner and consequent
loss in pdéwfi0 revenue,
Lease units are limited to 80 acres and unless a consclidation
of tracts can be effected, this tends toc drive out the large
operator
The agency land office doe p't advertise all land when !t comes
up for lease, “t is not the policy to put 1t on a highly
06@pait competive 'shop around" b sis. This is in line with an
effort to prdvide stabllity for the lezsor or professional farmer,

and encouraging the owner to manare his own affairs,



third ade

Leasing of irrigated laml, for run of the mill farming is
about completsd now, belnr based on the season. From now through
ﬁarch lessing wilill conti ue for grazing and unirrigsted land,
Lessing is carriedm on around the year éxd aroundthe clock,
five duys a week in the land department.
+1]1 leases expire on feb. 23 some year, just 1%ke.dd®d@ﬁ0®aﬁ6ﬂ60
auto driverlicenses expire on birthdays, *he setting of a date
provides better administrastion control.
ontul payments are also scheduled, as possible to provide for
payments around Yec, 1 for benefit of schrol children and Chris tmas,
The wéO0,000 returns for leasing is for ind:ividuallyowned tracts
o®° oniy and tribally owned land, of w ich there are aprroximately
500,000 acres, Including much in timber , provides trib 1 re@f0 r"venué.
when ryuskrst, a “Ynerokee, came tc Yakima nine years ago (it will
be 10 next “ugust) indiv'dual leases amounted to about fGO0,000 annual ly,
“o start-d with t! e Indian “ervice in the Klamath  mhmxt 25 years ago.
It is the xlamath Reservation, rich In timber, that @80
is now undergoing the‘finnl process of termination:’uome nex£
#pgust and members of the Klamath fribe who voted to "dissolve
their t ribal partnership," will recelw final payment of some
w44 ,000 each, :his_is contingent on a %65 million approprisation
for purchase of the timber by the Forestry wervte, “‘ffairs of
members of the trih e who elected to ddddde remain a tribe are
bein~ managec by a ‘o tland financisl arrantement. Their per capita
payments are running around fBOO twice annually, “nd their land

has b¢en'_laced under taxation, now that the jovernm-nt %s no

lon 'er the holder o the trust,

(more)
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4th ad,., leasing.

lluskrat came to Yaklma “géncy frem “acramento and car ies the
title of -upervising real ® property officer, Will'am (Bill)

Helmich is & »ralser , #rs, uby K. Tllis is realty officer whose
main dnties are leasing and use, tenure and management, Clyde Renn,
gl so a “Yherokee, is assistant re 1ty offlcer, like Ugorpe ®arth.

a ez Perce, P
Mrs. June T, Pinkham,is realty clerk and stenograther .
\ snother and the second section of the department 1s acquisition
8d0d03p and dispossal,

Mrs. “arparet “Youch is records and controls offlicer of thi section,
“arvey ~celatsee, a lakima, is a sis tent reslty officer, the same
as Sobert E., vard,

The section deals in purchases, sasles, andtransfer of title,

OSa0hendtie s “ales betwseen 1ndividual Indians snd all fer patent
" gales are handled in ﬁhi sectlion, :here are about half a .dozen
fee patent sales , in which Indisno.ned land passes into non-
P048°0dEad restric ted angrship, each ye:r,

Yoe pa tenta are obtained by competent persons throuah.apolioation
to thg “epurtm nt mxX of the Interior, They must be approved Qf
bjpethe Fortland, area office and are rocessed tlen through the
;ashington office of the “ureau of “und Management. *he Bu€® BLM
is also in charge of all publi-: domain lend. ‘

Most Tndians d-r 't wish fee patentsmx cn their land.

Bagically, the Lok ma *ribe has worked to keep the reservat ion
intact and for the past fivwe years has expendrd anproximately
¥500,000 a yerr acquiring pfonerty from indians who wish to sell,
éuch acquisitions deB&@&OHOnOé@QQﬂOOd will aversuge fl0,000 a trect.

" .
"Ugnersily 008 speaki g, sald Muskrst, = our job is to operate

and stsy in business so we cn do bus iness,"
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TRRxX%E%K Yakima Indien “gency, Toprenish--The Yakima Lndtian
Nation's *egtslative Eom~1ttee, he ded by Joe Meninick, is anxious
to check 11to the possibility of locating a government surnlus food
distributlor center on the Ya: ima Tndian "ese vation, &xaxxXax
according to Alex Paluskin, chrirmen of the Yek ima ‘ribsl “Youncil.

hioyse 8111 235 . nowlbefo e the dddddildddddridty L gislaturfis

Social Sec 'rity snd Public “ssistance Comnittee would provide for
estrbl’shment of surplus food distribution centers, enga -ing personnel,
facilities and carmying oit distr'bution, ’

“he bill provides s onsorship by certified orcenizations.

"¥rAxAkOkxx Meninick said the Yalkiras want to contsct the
committee chairman and investigate the possibility that the Yakima
*rive could become a recognized authority for such a warehouse add

“for distributim of surplus com:odities and food if the bilil is

nassed,
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A long-range plan for sustained=yield production of timber on &
the Colville Indian Reservation, similar in expanslon to that worked out
for the Yakima Indian Reservation, as anncunced today by the
Bureau of Indian 4ffairs, Department of Interiori.

An increase of 50 per.cent iﬁ the annual timber harvest on the
Colville is a major featyre. This 1s e pected to provide a substantial
16edessd aid to the_eéonomy of the area which is row classified as one of
labor sur;lus , the Bureau of Indian (ffairs announced.

Robert D. Holtz, director of the B;reau's Portland area said the
program is expected to be of immediate benefit to the Indians and dependent
industries. It can be initiated as soon as funds for administratlve costs a
made availablee

The increase in cutting will create jobs in excess of the number of
employable C,lviile Indians vho live in or near the reservatione
In recent years timber :cales have been scheduled for an average
hargest of 80,000,000 board feet which provides 800 jobs with an ann al
payrell of §4+ millione.

The planned@fdPa@d@d increase will rai e the harv st to 120,000,000
board feet, creating 300 new jobs and an added gapdldd yearly payroll of
$1 L/2 m'1llion.

The increase, according to the report, is feasible begduse a tirber
inventery in 1958 , based on the latest photogrammetrie,
sampling and statlstifal techni  ues, reﬁealed an astinated
merchantable timber volume much greater than had beern indicated by
previous inventories. The volume prcsentiy is aporoximate y 545 billion
board feet. |

(more)
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Holtz said 1ncreasiﬂ;4the harvest cut to 200 million board feet
each year will provide in excéss of 1,500 jobs with a total annual payroll
" of 7 1/2 million . Whether this inereased cut will become possible depends ©
what is done in the next 10 ‘to 15 years, he emphasized.

The Colville Reservati@%‘s Business C unecil has adopﬁed a resolution

coneurring in the plan, |

The/report points out that time, roney and dedic~téd of fort will be
needed to car-y out the plan, and adequate staffing and finanecing of the
administrative organization ust be provided. lthe present branch of
the Q:lville forestry inclu es 25 year-long employes, of whom 1k are
professional foresters. The staff prqﬂosﬂd for intersivé manageﬁent.
will include 40 year-long employes of whom 22 will be professional
foresterse. \\

lhere are about 835,000 acres of com ercial forest land on the, -
L O

~.

reservation with someCHQOO 5,475,000_b0ard feet of sawlog size timbeg} ¥
-
ed

White the program for the Yaliima Forost has not yet been annoqnl
. {
a Yakims Tribal C.uncil tirber committee report has disclosed that th

annual cut of imber can be increased, and that the Washington offig¢
has apppoved an annual allowable cut of 135,500}000 feetosthis meanglgﬁout
55 million feet more of timber can be sold annually than at nrqsent';l

Timber sales for 1961 and 1962 dd from the Yakima Forest amounteé_le
to approx mately 82,000,000 feet each yeare More timber Is to bhe cut’
trital land with an increase ir tribal income; the comfittéa has N3
reportede

(more)
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second adg

The comrittee, corsisting-of Martin Hannigan, chairran, Wapt
Bassett s Louls Sohapny, Antoine Skahan and “enry Beavert, reported to
ALgx Saluskin, Pibﬂl ) Juneil chairman, that a forest inventory
on whjch manageuent planning is based found a total of 8 1/2 bililon
feet of sawtimber., This is the larg st 000 volume on any reservation
in the Unit-d States,
i Tef8ar dré Revenue for the Yakima $ribe, lower than insome recent
years, despite the nation-wide trond of low prices throughout the industry |
amounted to $819,192 in 1962,
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Yakita ‘ndians, r gister d with the Yakima Tribe, éere fishing for

salmon, commercially in the Columbia River today, and it was & ported
by the Associzted Press at The Dalles, Ore, there was no threat of
arrest for those who followed Yakima tribal regulations.,

But how long the imiunity would last wa uncertain .

Court decisions, favorable to Indians who fished in accordance
with tribal regulations have changed the siturtion fro s year agoy

Oregon and Washington regulations prohibit all comrerfial fishing
above Bonneville Dam,

dhe states of Oregon and Washi gton sought m to require th' t Indians
observe state regulations as a means of conserving salmon runs
above Bonneville Dam,

But last fall oummrimex¥guxt Judge George Juba held in a
Multnoman “ou ty “;reuit Court trial that the st:-te had feiled to
make a cases He said in effect,the Assoeiated P-ess annosunced, that the %
Indians are entitled to some fishings

La enforc mnent representstives, the Associated P ess repcrted,

~— = A3 4 A

—de el o
~ttmmratre annanr ta have A~nt3ad 2efinmally +a
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0000 I dia s-fishing

follow this point of view.

Capt. Ipving Larson of the Oregon State Police said at Salem
today he hoped that a guidline would be given at an afterncon
meeting of Oregon and Washington fisheries grounse. They are
mreti g in Fortland to consider dates for the commercial season
in the Columbia.below Bonneville Dam,

Whether they would do &iex only that or whether they would kamkie
also tackle the question of Indians fishing upstream from the daml
" wa uncertzin, the Associated Press announced,

Attending the Portland hearing d@ddd were members of the Yakima
Iribe's Fish and Wildlife Committee, hezded by Robert Jim,

The Yz imas, by tribal regulations, are fishing only four days

upstream
a week, and permitting the salmon escapement to proceed , unmolested

b
Oy the Indians, for the other three days,

And the Yakimasy to show their good faith at hel»ing maintein
their salmon resources which they reserved atthe Tre-ty Council of

1355 are putting their own Ngwyx navy into the Columbia, an l8=foot

patrol boatuddd and Yakima tribal 'ardens,
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second ad

Indian fishermen

There are, however, more Indians than Yakimas fishing com-erecially

for salmon, and by sanction of their tribval governiing bodies.
‘hese ave'the Nez Perce and the Umatillas,

This is a new p0dbdenododpicatdngosha dfAdr situation confronting

the fish commissions of the two states,
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Indian fishermen

Wo/A

As Oregon officers mved against Indians fishing ir violation
for salmen along the Columbia River, re-isterrd Yakina Indians,
fishing under tribal regulatioas wen?_unmolasted.
Friday at noon the Yakinas will hang up their nets for tHeOfO8DHABODGC
0eell@rdddéno80pen
théir vo . untary weekend closure on the “olumbia and Klickitat rivers
and continue iliactive until noon Monday in their efforts to cooperate with
Washington and O egon fishefies departments to conserve sd0d6ri0200
the salmon resources the Yaki as reserved at the Treaty of 1855,
They began fishing Monday noon and zre to continue until May 26
for the f@0 spring chinook run, the first of four runs esch season in
the Columbia,
Yoldu “egistered Yakima Indian fishermen s on the Yakima R1ver,wh re
glllnetting is banned by tribal regulationsy,will quit fishing at
midnight this Saturday and stay off the fishing nlatforms along the
Yakinma, until midaight Tuesday. The season on the Yakima Rjver continues
until July 1,

(more)
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Robert Jim, chairman of the Yaki a Tribal Council's “ssh and Wild
Life Committee; Louis Cloud and Tom Albert, councilmen 0i&g members,
attended a meeti g of the Oregon and Washington 02dRdtd state fish
comiissions and presented copies of the Yakima Tribal regulations,

They also explained that the Yakia fishermen.have been assigned to
specific s0d40d6ns, tRdDA #dAd fishing areas along the Coiumbia, Their nets -
and other gear 1s also tagged cecording to regulation instructionss

Uregon stote policeO8B@ have taken action agai' st IQPU 4indians fighing
witho t tribal sanection. . . 3

Don Tirner, Uadedododndpyoaned¢d of the Wasco County, Orea,

-
e

Prdededbdd district attorney's office said he will continue to prosecute
ay d0d08Ag0A6ddd Indians found in viclation of their trib:1 couneil
regulations as.he ‘d last yerr "when I got 12 x convictions and one
bail forfeiture, and have one ca e st 11 pending., "

Yakimas, fishing according to dddbdd tribal regulations won their cases

in Oregon and Washington courts and one ca e is before the 80404080006/
Washington State Supreme “-urt.Thor Tcllefson, Washington director said

the state will resume prosceution if it wins the case now before the

state high court,



second ad
Indian fishing
In a new development , from Oregon, the state police anncunced thet
Jesse Green, a ez Perce of Lapwai, Idaho, was found with a net in
the columbia just below John Day Dam.lHe sy it w s announced, will be
taken into court in Shermen County, Ore., beca;se the Nez -Perce
tribe has not had its fishing ordinance approved by the Unite’l States
“epartmentof Interior .
G een is one of several Nez Perce fishermen who are seeking to
establish fishing rights along the “,lumbia under the Treaty of 1855
#6a080361946496680
Tollefson also told the commissions at Oregon that the Klickitat

and Skamania counties courts will take no Yakima I dian fishing cases

until the s State Supreme Yourt issues a ruling,.





