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uslim is an alternate spelling
pf Moslem. The Black Muslims
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CONFEDERATED TRIBES AND BANDS OF THE YAKIMA INDIAN NATION
TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON
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(Copy:
Washington State University

Pullman,wWash. 99163
Laboratory of Anthropology

Department of Anthropology
January 6,1969

Mr. Hhobert Jim,chairman
Yakima *ribal Council
Yakima Indian Nation

Post uffice box 632,
loppenish,Washington, 98948

Pear Mr. Jim:
9 inis letter concerns the removal and reburial of prehistoric Indian
graves from Columbia rark Island between Kennewick and £ chland,Wash.

Background: Early in June,1968, I was notified by the Army Corps of
Engineers, Walla Walla office, that an unmarked Indian burial site on Columbia
Island Raxk had been exposed by ea thmoving equipment operated by “enton
County. At the rejuest of the National Fark Service,Weste n “egional
Office,San Francisco,California, 1 visited the site and salvaged what I
could of the burials. First, all human bones exposed by the bulldozing were
gathered and stored in car@éiboard boxes. Second, archaeological test excav-
ations were performed in orde to remove any remaining burials. his
work yielded remains of 13 graves. All of these graves were unmarked,
having been covered by three feet of wate deposited silts. All were in a
flexed position with heads pointed west and feet pointed east. Most of
these graves contained red ochre stains, some contained a few Dentallium shell

beads; and two had small bits of copper interred with them. No other
artifacts were found. I estimated the age of the burials is about 200

years old. Yinally I recommended ®o the National ®ark Service that further
wo k shou.d be conduc ed at the burial site and an adjacent camysite in
order to salvage these antiquities from ultimate destruction by activities
connected with park develcpment.

Current work:0, Uctober 10,1968, the National Park Seérvice issued a
permit authorizing Washington S tate University and the Mid-Columbia
Archaeological ©ociety to conduct archaeological excavations in order to
salvage and document the antiquities on Co umbia fark +sland. In the course
of t #8s work 22 additional graves of the same sort described above were
discovered (Note, that wo ld be 13 plug 22). No more are believed
to exist at that site. &xcavation at an adjacent campsite has also piven
no indication of the presence of any burials.

Problewm: I assume the the Yakima Nation wants to claim the
exhumed remains salvaged by these excavations. “he problem .s where
and whe to reburn these r mains. I have spoken with Llick felander
Yakimg bout this problem. He sugmgested that I contact you so that a burial
pljyce and time can be decided. Ferhaps it will be possible to hgve
a burial ceremony sometime this spring. Please let me know gbout your
decision .If I can be of any further assistance, don't hesitate to contadt
me . Sincerely yours *gvid & Rice
Research Ass stant

DGR R:sdf.
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r—_oundatian of Nar-t:h American |ndian Gulture

Ponderosa Room Box 509 Bismarck, North Dakota
Grand Pacific Hotel Area Code 701-255-0944

W. I. C. WUTTUNEE January 28, 196k

President ROBERT H. MOSES
Calgary, Alberta Executive Director

JOHN PETERSON
Vice-President
Bismarck, North Dakota

. DAN HOWARD
Treasurer
Morristown, South Dakota

MRS. HARRIET PAUL
Recording Secretary
Dunseith, North Dakota

Mr, Robert Jim
YakimaIndian Agency
P. O. Box 367
Toppenish, Washington

Dear Bob:

A recent newspaper article out of Washington, D, C, made
reference to a ceremonial feast in the Northwestern United States
entitled the "Potlatch.™

The Foundation would like more information on this
ceremonial, in particular we would hope to determine whether this
ceremonial might be adaptable for the North American Indian
Exposition, August 1-10 of this year,

Please advise any further suggestions to assist the
Foundation in a complete research program,

Best regards,

n__Yours sincerely,
) '
X f [

Ve 3\~J

Robert H. Moses
Executive Director

RM:cb

Enclosure

.+ . IN THE HEART OF THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT — Bismarck, NortaH Daxora




TRUSTEES

L L
AMERICAN INDIAN CIVIL LIBERTIES TRUST

FOUNDED BY THE ROBERT MARSHALL CIVIL LIBERTIES TRUST

BOX 708, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN STATION TRUSTEES

DR. PASCHAL SHERMAN MRS. RUTH M. BRONSON

CHATRMAN

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20044 oo fmbe i g

Box 708, BENJ. FRANKLIN STA. TUSCON, ARIZONA 85719

WASHINGTON, C.D.

ROBERT B. JIM
VICE CHAIRMAN
BOX 367
TOPPENISH, WASHINGTON 98948 FRANCIS McKINLEY
344 E. PALMCROFT DR.

August 15, 1967 TEMPE, ARIZONA 85281

2004Y DEcATUR 2-1108

ARTHUR T. MANNING
BOX 117
OWYHEE, NEVADA 89832

Cla ﬁlubw‘

To Esteemed Friends of the American Indian:

On September 7, 1966 the Commissioner of Indian Affairs called
upon the tribes to meet with him in nine regional areas for discussion
of legislation and other matters of immediate concern to them.

As a service to the tribes and to others interested in Indian
affairs this Trust sponsored the review and analysis of the
recommendations made by tribes and committees to the Commissioner.
This involved the examination of voluminous reports emanating from
the nine regional areas. For the analysis we are indebted to the
diligence and scholarship of Dr. Deward E. Walker, Jr. recently of
Washington State University and now of the University of Idaho.

From the limited number of copies available for free distribution,
we are sending you the enclosed for such study and use as you may

deem appropriate.
Robert B. Jim, %

Vice Chairman.
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