Thorp and le arnin what a splendid country theywre in, they then
raugained in Yakima, After that year settlers b egan toarrive in

number 8.

Yakima county was organized by & special act of the territotgl

legislature approved EJanuary 21, 1865, The first appointments to

county of fices by the :governor were as follows:

Commissiomrs F. M, Thorp, C.P, C ook ami Alfred Henson; sheriff, Charles

4, sSplawn; auditor, 3N . Grant;treasurer, E.W, L:ons. The new county
be ing too poor te arect & court house, all county bus iness was

transacted in the home o ‘ommissioner Thorp. T He £ irat -session

of court was held -inthe small log school house erected by the same pioneer
who was regarded as the patriarch of the little community.-

Yaokima county, by itsoriginael boundaries, ihcluded all te

territory from the apex of the .Cascade .meuntains on the west to the
majestic Columbla an tl® eastjy and fran the bérder of Klickitat

county on the south to the s ixth standard parallel onthe narth,
embracing all of the present county, Kittitas ami Benton counties

and what 1s now a portion of Chelan ceunty, almost an empire in itself
Yakima was attached to Stevens-county , Judicially,

June 3, 1867 ' was the date of the first election held in Yakl a

county, the polling place beirg fixed at the home of J.H. Henderson

on the Ahtanum, the total vote cast being 44. “tthis election

the fol.owing of ficers were chosen: A,fred Henson, G.W.L. Allen an Thaaas
Goedwin, commissicners; Charles A, Sblawn, sheriff; John Lindsey,
assessor; J.W. Grant, auditor; F.W, Lyens, treasurer; S.C, Taylor,
school superintendent; Henry Davis, ¢ aroner,

In the spring of 1868 the court hous® was remwed: from the Thorp

home to a howsg owned by C.P.888R.Cook in the Moxece, where 1t

remained until the summer of 1870, I, the latter p@BEH year the

people voted as to the location of the county seat. Of the four



candidet es far tha t honor, Yakime Cityreceived 89 v otes,

PaAAO ¥lint's store BEWO 20 , Selah 18 and & point named in Kittitas
valley 3. Shortly af ter this verdict fromthe‘_ people the county |
seat was removed to Yakima City vhere it remmined far 16 years .

“he first court house in Yakima City waS & smallf rame building
which wasnc.iestroyed by fire March 31, 1882 on which occasion nearly
all of the county r ecords were lost.

On 4pril 4 of that year the boamd of county commissioners,
consist;;ng.ot’ =) Dav:}dnllongmire_ > JePo Spharp and “ndrew McDonald
issued O;. arder for t he constz*uction of & new court house
which was completed that summer. his buildingwas removed to its present
site in North Yakima in the spring of 1887 after the peojle t;o;.d
voted affirmatively on the proposal to move the county seat to New
Yakima, as -:!t wa then called, at the dsction of 1886,

Thi”ts court klouse, the remains of which s till afford a shelter for a
partion of our c?unty of ficials after beipg rartiaslly destroyed by
fire, May 5, 1906, at the hour of noon, at which time fortunately all
public records Werg saved,

I8 suc;h a brief sle tch as this it is possible enly to refgr' to leding
events in Yakima county's history such a‘s't he murder of the Perkins

ffamily by Indians in 1878 and the subsequent capture,
trial amd execu?ion of the murder{ers; the secession of Kittitms county
in 1883;8899%NY the coming of the Northern Pacific railroad in
1883 and the centention caused by i1ts establishment ef North Yakima,
since grown into a splendid city; thes 1nauguréltion of lrrigation,
developrent on & 1l rge scale, the campaigns made for the state capital
in 1889 and 1890; the bng war over county division resulting in the
faomtion of Benton cc;un‘by in 1906 and the insuguration of a system of
federal Irrigtion in 1906, all of whic.h are highly important.

The records of the auditor show that on August 11, 1905,_ our honoreble

jssued ins tructions to advertise

boa rd of commissioners OERSIEGTRNED



for bids for t hs consatruction of our new court house

which was done and the contract accordingly let to our new court

house, SUERd which was done, and the contract
let accordin ly; but owlng to technicalities the question of bullding
was not submitted to a vete of the people until December 12, 1905,
when the proposal was ratified by én ovbrwhelming najorityeese

Following the reading of th.s pdp r the cornerstone was
laid, the caunty commissiomers taking turns at wielding th trowel, Short
speeche s were then made by Mahor Reéd, “olonel L.S. Howeltt,E.B.

Preble and W.H. Thompsa. these were in the main retfospaétiw
or of & prophetic nature and all were of the most optimiétic
characters.

One of the most important things placed in the bax was a letter
received ten yemr 4 a gof rom President Palma of Cuba Ey Yr.Gorge ‘E, Foll ;
now a resident of this city but at that time living'in New York
city and interesting himself in tlcause of the “ubans. The letier
feads: ' -

Pertido “evelucionario Cubano Delgacion Néw York June 24, 1896

Dé@ﬁl.‘.ueor'ge E.Fell, Buffalo, New York. Year Sir:

By the newspapers sent me frcﬁx your city I have been gratified
at t e success o ‘your mass meetirg anmionly hope that this will be
the beginning of material GIEEEEIM help to our cause, I was
very sorry ‘that for reasons which I have already given to Mre
Smith 1t was impossible for me to & ccept your very kimd invitation and
visit the cfty of Buffalo, '

Kindly thank the Cuben-#mericen junta of Burfalo far their efforts
in Dbehalf of or long Suffering Cuba and you sir, accept my heart-full
gratitude for tAi6d the interest dilmplayed by you in this mattér:
Yours very truly T Estradea Palma.

Williem H.' Redman, contributed a prophecy which will seem & strange
thing, @ voice fran the past, when some one reads it , let us hope, leng
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after Mr. Redman shall have passed dwaye. It follows:

North Yakima, “ash, June 5, 1906

To present ami future generations. I take the occasion of the
laying of t his cornerstone tor ecard my prop‘%cy made five &aars
ago:

That the child 1s now born who will live to see the city of North
Yakima 100,000 pepulatien. Now the pupulation is but about 7,000,
Few if any of my fellow citizens agree with me in this
pedictime

When this stone receptafile is opencd by a future generation

i1t will be known whether or not this prophecy has been made good .

Long before that time the definitive N,rth willﬁ have 12 en dropped

€ram its name. Very truly yours. “illiam H. Redman, Né‘. 12 South Naches
avenue-The Yakima Herald, June 6, 1906,



Cour thouse

‘he new county court houss which is just completed at a cost of
#125,000 has been accepted by the county commissioners from the
combractor W.W, Felton and will be occupied by tie county officials
in the case¢ of the next twow-eks.

‘he building is a bdndsome s tructure of stone amd was designed by
Newton C, Gauntt , the architect of this city. *he contract was
bt October 3, 1905 , sseveral months prior to the fire which
destroyed the top story of the old building May 5,1906,
Subseq ently the c ommissioners discoverea that they could not authorize
the expenditure wi hout a bond electionand this was held in
“Yecember , 1905 and the contractar notified to moceed with the
building .

Date for completion was extended, due princ ipally to delays
caused mdinly by difficulty in getting stome shipped from
fort Angeles. Yecember 18, 1906 was thedate originally
stipulated for the campletion of the contract, this was extended to
June 1 and t ilen againe xtended,

:"he old cowrt house,minus its top story destroyed by fire
already referred to is still the habitat of the ¢ ounty of ficials.

It stands directly in front of the new building. “aturally the qua rters
are caamped

Courthas been he 1d in another building ever since the old court
room went up in smoke and flames.,

This old building has quite a historya ttaching to ite. It was erected
in 014 Town after the first court house wasd estroyed completsly by
fire theree. Whenthe NP railway company persuaded the resi ents of
Lakima City thatthey would be better off in North Yakima the
curt house was one of t he £ irst buildings tobe mwed free of charge
by the railwaytothe site of the town. *he lumber contained
Init will be sold for firewood to the highest bidder.

0ld timers recall an amusing inciient in conmection with the fight
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put up by the NP to avoid paying taxes at that time. H.J. Snively, now
a lead ing attorney of this city but then a young man satisified to
hold the responsible but not richly endowed office of prosecuting
attarney caused the wheels of one of the company's d&ocomotives to
be tised up with chain and padlock and held the locomotive until
the taxes ware forthcoming,

The new court houwse will provide ample accommodationfor meny
years to come. Its wrious rooms are lofty and commodious.
e+ .At the dedication of the cornerstone of the new
cour tnouse, Iyesday,June 5, 1905.....Frank J. Ajlen rcad a brief
but very comprehensive history of the cityd ating back to 1855
prepar d by J.D. Mpdill. this paper wa: included in the contents
of the box in the cornerstone--The Yakima Herald, Nove 13,1907,



County--Court house

"nat is expected to be one of the f inal payments on the court house
county bonds which were issued on lMarch 1, 1906 when actual
construction on the present building was begun was made yesterday
by Treasurer Lillian®usch in the sum of »80,000.

this amount was sent to the Equitable Trust Co of New Yorlk.

lirs. “usch arrived in the co nty in that year but lived in the
lower valley first.

The bmds were issued for the construction of both the court
house ard the jail. If t ax collections come in next rionth,

Mrs. Pusch plans to make the final payment on this bond issued
by the end of March. They were isswe d March 1, 1906 andrun

for 20 years. By paying nextmonth the issue will be retired a
year ahead of maturity.

A check for #9029 was mailed tothe state treasurer and
%493.35 was sent to the Benton county treasurer, the latter sum
being taxes on the Horseheaven and Urandview irri ation
districts which were paid in this county.--*he Yakime Republic,

Februaryll, 1925.



“ourthouse=history

The old courthouse,after years of & vice in the history of
Yakima county pa:sed from the hands of the camissicners yesterday
to Jesse Chicochette for the magnificient sum of Y275,

The courthouse must be moved within 60 days and then work of
clearing away fram the front lewn of t he new cowrthousse will be
dane preparatory to besautifying it next summer,

The old courthouse was the central figure in the scens of bitter
strife which existed when the N rthf Pacific decided to move the
county seat fran Yakima Uity to North Yakima,

It has had a turbulent histary up that point wihen s existence becams
calmer with age and barring & fire or two ami having ita walls bored
open occasionally by jail breakers it settled down into & peaceful
life which will so0o0: be over,

Just vhat bitterness arose over the noving of houses, stores
and public buildings from Yakima “i1ty to North Yakimm is plainly shomn
in the Yakima Sun, ;ebrusiry 17, 1886, Vol 1, Noe 1 of which is in
the possession of the Heralde

"."'he Sun was the first paper ever p bliske d in ‘akima and
in 4 t8 initial announcement told the péople that it was
not a weekly or monthly and would eppear at any time the
people saw fit to"vindicate and defend their clty and property fram
any and all persons who are seeking by false representations to
crush them and render their houses and property wodthless .:’

This means that t'e paper was published fob the sold purpose
of taklng up the fight relative to moving fram the old town to the
newe

Ietters from a large number of citizens @e printed and to read
these le tters today t here is much thah is humorous and pathetic found.

' Central in this fight was the old courthouse tscause it meant the



removal of the county seat and much tomake & city growe.

In this paper Noprth Yakime is refesrred to as New Yekima, One

lotter declares that t his is not & good location.

*he writer states "misrepresentation aml falsehood may win
for & time but in the end honesty and f air dealing will triumph.

"o mve in “aki a what New Yak ma cannothave faryears to cows, if

it ever can, onaccount of the rocky nature of t he land on which the town
is located and that is shade ard fruit treess " e beileve ms above
stated that Yakima cannot bemmde to produce vegetables of any kind
for it :=1is mostly loose ground. liow as the topography of the new
townsite is so unattractive and possessing no matural advantages

the isnot possessed to gre. abundance by the old towm, therefore

L éémaot see how any amount of booming will give new Yakime anything
more than a temporary growth..“

Otherlet tors are along &1 qlaz' lines. (ne man condemns the
Northern Pacific3 another declares that the Oregonian is a liar in
telling of moving & town; a third says that no pure watercan be
found in New Yakimay encther astates tim t the school system of
New Yakima will probably never equal to that of old townj anocther
adbocates boycotting the NP and asking for an extension of the
Oee & § Thrargh the Klickitat,

There was much bitterness expressed throughout the fight, which
was eventually wen far this ¢ ity.

Ppobably Nprth Yakima has had as interesting a history as any
town in the northwest. “he N rthern Pacific sgreed to move old town
to New ¥Yakiie and to give each one much more land here than possessed
in the old village. Many took advan-'age of this offer and the
foundation of the metropolis of central Vashing ton wa: laid.

“mong the bulldings moved was the o0ld courthouse. *his structure
was erected in the old town shortly after the fire which destroyed
the original structure, It was cne of the f irst bulldings %0 be



movedhere free of diarge by the Northern Pacific.

0ld e~timers here recall an amusing inc ident in conection with
the fight put up by the NP to avold taxes at that t ime. +he
wheels ofone of t he company;s locomotives were tired up by a chain
and padl ck to secure back i:axea. One H.J. Snively, rather well
known in these parts at the present time, was reppo sible far t he
move e

*ne top stary of the 0ld courthouse was destroyed by fire in 1908,
B:t this was after arrangements Imd been maie to erect the present
handsane s tructure. '.‘L'he old building is held as sacrod by & large
nurber of people in this countye.

lMany have spent much of their business lives therein andthey
hate to part with 1t. Put the old is compelled to give way to
the rew and protably in less than two months the courthouse will
be nothing but & memory--The Yakima ‘erald, Dec. 18, 1907,



county

Apetition has been in eireculation for the past week and numerously

signed ~sking the county commiscioners to submit to a vote of the
peonle the proposition to butld a $50,00“ court house to take
the place of the present building which is Insdequate to the needs of
the county,

Trere is a valuable block of land im Yorth Yakima which was
given to the county bv the Northern P.cific railroad ard which,
if not soon utilized for the purpose ~iven, will rebvert back tothe
county, This countv cannot afford to allow and as a
large and better building is greatly needed at theprgsent time and as
this need will increase with each pa=sing month s there should be
no ppoosition to this movement, Let the voice of the people be heard for
a structure that will be g rride to the county and answer the

requirements for the prosperous years to cone.--Yakina Feb,, 26, 1R9p,



Court House

Telephone call bells have bcen placed in the of fice of
the county clerk at the court house for the benefit of the county
af ficlals hav ing their offices in the building.

The phone is in the clerk's of fice and the call bells .
are 8o arranged that any official in the building can be n tified

without much traible tothe clerk--Yakima Herald, Yet. 29, 1901,





