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~~~  PRoGRAIVTOR SmCURTNG HISTCRICAL ABSTRACTS FOR NISTORIC SITHS

The Advigsory Board should at aprropriate occas’ons recormend to the
Stete Parks and Reereation Cormission the enrloyment of competent trained
historiens to prepare detniled accurate studies for each of the his%orie
sites now under its jurisdiction or for each of which it contemlates pur=
chasing or merliing,

Studies of such sites should follow a prescribed form but should in-
corporate so far as possible original documents, photogravhic reproductions
of originals (photostat, microfilm, or microcory), typescrints (certified,
if possible), testimony, or depositions, in so far as sueh are attainable
through reasonable exrenditure cof time and money. Full texts or sl:illfully
synopsized or paravhrased possapes of sipnificent ports of books, articles,
nouspaper accounts, or oripinal documents not available for complete dupli-
cntion should be secured. So far as it is feasible, the reports shell be
syntheses glvine the histeoricnl evidence in extenso and on ocension age
companied by ¢ brief analysis of the larger renort,

The orisinal or first cory of the rerort shall be filed by the State
Parkts and Recreation Corrmission, Other comies misht be filed uith the
Advisory Doard, the Seeretary of State, the State Library, and other apgencies
and institutlions ~thich might have a legitimate officinl or »rofessional
vested intercst in the re-ort,

The first draft of the revort uvon any site should be submitted to
other historicns or scholors in pertinent liindred fields tho hove excertione-
al faniliarity uith the subject concerned. Criticisms, corrections, or ex-
ceptions made by critics should, if not accepted and if tho eritic wishes,
be incorporoted as a ninority re ort which should be a part of the final
revort vhich is filed, as noted above.

The final revort should be accepted by the prorcr sub-cormittee of the
Advisory Board which shoul’ recormend official nccenteonce to the Advisory
Board, wvhich in turn should report to the Cormission.

The employment of historians or other scholars should, in the main,
follow the prttern employed by the National Parl: Service and such ~ub-
lications as the lneyeloneedia Britanniea, nemely upon a contract basis
for each study.

Scholers elisible for contracts to nake studies should be placed upon
a nanel scrutinized by a sub-committee of the Advisory Board.

So far os possible, remorts filed with the Commission should be altered,
emended, or even renlaced ng the official rervorts, if new rescnrch changes
in pertinent detall the re-orts on file.

Title to content of ~ report (in the sense of a coryright nrivilege)
should rest ith the state uniler the adninistration of the Comriission. The
ri-ht of authorship in the sense of safeguards against plaglarism should
remaoin with tho suthor. Releases to competent, res-onsible seholars ho
night wish to use the revorts in rescarsh should be genercus but accerding
to clear and recasonably flexible rules thich shoulid be stoted in the cone
tract between the Cormiission and the author. So far ns it is legol, feas-
ible, ond reasoncble, the author should be fovored if material relcased 1is
tc be nublished to serve scholarly or even cormercial ends.



FACTORS PROIPTING TIII PROSW" TO SLCUR. NMISTORICAT ABSTRACTS
O HISTCRIC SITLS UNDAR THU JURISDICTICHT CF
THIS STAZL PARIIS AID RICREATICIT COITIISSION

An historieal study serves for an historical site the same function
as a lemal abstract serves in case of the title to real property.

Since an historicol site enjoys, becouse of this foet, o value con-
sidercbly obove the intrinsic worth of the site ns real estnte, the state
should be 8s sreontly conecernod in the velidity of the historic-l value
(in :oney as well as intellectual inberrity) ns it 18 in the validity of
the lepal title.

Sinece public rmoney and “ublic authority are involved in the holdinre,
custody, and acquisition of an historical site, the stote 1s ns entitled
‘to an accuratc acocounting for the historicnl validity as for the repu-
lority of the business transaction concerned.

Since gsross lnaccuraey in historiocnl deseription of an historienl
site constitutes deception of the rublic, in the minds of those lilkely to
enjoy historical sites possibly regarded os more serious than mnterial
fraud, precoutionory measures to ngsure authentic presentations are in-
dispensable. )

Refercnces to errors in the literature relotin- to historic sites
are ncwise intended to roflect uron the soundness of rese~rches made to
dnte. There hns beon no nlan to secure arnototed studies or ~bstrncts of
pertinent documentory scurces to be nre ared asccordin~ to established
form and placed on f1la as official records,

thorens the historical studles filed with the Conmission may prove to
be incorrect or posslbly even eormletely erroneous, so are YLoral ~bstracts
subject to error or comnlete Invalidity. If lersnl titles on rublic pronerty
are found to be frulty, the abstrnets are lilely to be corrected or amended
by proper ler~al or cquitnble nrogcedureca. Feulty historical studies should
be corrocted or rerloced through proner scholarly vreocedures.

At the rcto which enn be rald by the stote, it will bo veory difficult
to gocure the services of hiph-ranking historians or scholars in I-indred
fields. This proble: iill merely porallel the ifffeulty of reeruiting
tor talent for any public service. Competent porsonnel should be availnble
to undertalte the necessary studies, :



