C,ltur e-{'uge at res) MoviesS

& Just & moment pu-le'es while the operator changes reels.

Impatient Indiazfz whoped and cowboys squirmed on their merry=go=round
chairs as Fred Mercy prespired in the hd projection booth. so that "The Yreat
drain Robneryo could camtinue on the bed sheet serving as a silver screene

'_"hatwas 25 years ago in the Majestic theatre when the motion
picture was a feeble, flickering apology for bntertainment,
Yred Mercy, Sr. recalled those days yesterday as he contemplated
celebrating the silver juildéd@dd jublilee next month maarking his
quar ter of' a c entury in the show busness here,
Only ‘ndians and cowbbys went to the theatre in those days. there was no
art in the t;leater then, he recalled.

s

Lhe Majestic which stood at 215 fast Yakima avenu'e had folding wwivel
chairs , water- in the basement and a piano player who did his best to

imitiate everything from shrieks of the heroine to a train wrecke.
ihe f irst theater of _mercy's was the forerunner of mang he
was to build or purchase and remodel. He now operates five here
and eight outside the city.One, the capitol, was the largestwest of the
Mississippi river when it was built and its stage ranks today the largest
west of L“hicago.
I, the days of t e Gem, Lyric and other early Mercy theatres
feature pictures were about 30 minutes long but the operator often dragged
them out longer for he turned the mojection machine by hand and cohdd
pad the pro.ram at will, An eveningis entertainment was from 45 to
60 minutes long. Song slides and advertisements took up time and
audiences j oined lustily in the singing b etween changing of reels,
Theda Para, Willian Yarnum, Maude #dams,Sarah ernhardst,
Maurice Costello, Yearl White and F,ora Finch--those and
others played their enthralled -roles 25 years agoj; Indian and fire pictures

attracted tke largest crowds. Patrons not content with seeing one show an

evening,visited them all,



1:he-. nird of Paradise, The M4llion Ygollar Mystery, the “iamomd From

the Sky and funaway June were same of the afavorite films. 0, ly 1000
feet long it took three reels to make a feature picture while t oday the
feature will bz @arowund 12,000 feet long.

In tlmt first theatre Mercy took turns operating the projection machine
and Mrs, Mercy took tickets from the eager Indians who never tired of the
uncomfortable seats a were bothered byt be somewhat strong odar that hung
over the hot theater.

"Those glamorous days of t he old business are over,'" Mercy sighed. "But I8ll

never forget how terrible Sarah “ernhardt was in "Ea)_ueen ﬁ‘lizabeatlrl,“..-..

~

>

Yakima | erald,May 9, 1957,



Culture — DRAMA—

Lillian “ussell with a clever canpany presented & clewver play
at the Yakima last night in "The futterfly.“
Lillian Myssell is st 11 an exceedingly b;autiful
woman and to all appcarances is as young as ever, Her company
is strongly balanced and the vehicle is good,
Ihe leading woman was compelled torespond with a French lyric to e

several encores--The Yakima Herald, May 22, 1907,



Cultural — OCHeOL PRAMATICS

The Yakima City Dramatic club will give its first entertainment on
Friday evening, February 1, at thetheater extempordzed from the woolen

mills building, 61d Town.

——

The drama is called "The Last Loaf'" and the rehearsais have
cemonstrated that it will be a howling sucess. A large party of young

people will attend from ths city--Yakima “erald, Jan 31, 1895.



Cultural -~ ORAmMe (_W\U$1CAL)

North Yakima is to be favored on Friday, January 18, with a vist
from Calhoun Opéra company in Czebulka's charming and tuneful comic opera,
"Amorita" which had a run of ten straight months at the Casino in
few York.

There are 45 peo le connected with the company amd over $12,000 have

been expended on the costumes and scenery. Yakima ﬁerald, Jan 3, 1899.



GUIKTVEZE — Dramaties

The Washingten and Whittier Spcieties ef the Yakima publie schoeol
will held the beards ef the Opera House Saturday evening with Denisen's
drama,"The Danger Signal." The preceeds of the entertainment are
te go te the scheol library fund. Fer an object se werthy
there should be a general attendance ef citizens. The fellewing voung peep?
¥ill participate in the drama: Flmer Marks , Jr, J.T. Parker, ¥ red
Haines, R. Reeman, Jisi'e Baxter, Charles Marks, CharlesOCHa@td
Giezentanner, Maude Themas, Clara S¥AABDArSinclair, Effie Cary
and Belle Yeats, McGlethlen's band will furnish music fer the

Date 7

eccasien,



Larson's wheatre

C.L. Davis who has been painting the Charior Race an the furtain
of Larson's theatre abandoned his job Wednes:igy. He claimed that he
had grown so mervous that he could no longer work with credit to
himself or the house.

Nr. “arson wired to Sheridan Jenkins of Seattle, to come
over and finish the curtain. Mr. Jenkins has an exeellent
reputation as a scenic painter both in the east and west and will no
doubt have the work complete in time for the opening ,Jun® lle-
the vakima *‘epublic, May 23, 1900.

Sheridan Jenkins returned last Friday from “eattle where
he has been doing some rush work in the painting of scenery for
one cf the theatres, He has almost finished the drop curtain
He has almost finished thedrop curtain for Larson's theatre, "'“he picture
is a beautiful representation of the Grand canal in Venice and is certain
to pleasa the Public--fhe Yakima HepaddQaéiga Republic, August 28,
1900,



@,uwruf(E— lMovies
fhe Edison Waragraph co. under the management of ¥leming Bpos,
whohave won the confidence amd praise of the public by their
excellaﬂt exhibitions will be at the Syndicate block North Yakima

Thursday, “riday and Saturday evenings.

Two hours performances each evening and with the most
wonderful picture machine of the age will show the most realistic fight
between Mcuoy ar bharkey from commencement to finish and knockout.,
Also the naval ba®bgld: battle at Santiago harbor, showing the
destruction of the ®panish fleet. Heturn of Roosevelt's rough riders,
includingh orses in Cuba and one hundred others of marvelous accuracy
and beauty,

The entire program will be assisted by the Edison lMechanical opera, the
renditions as loud as a brass Pand and the softness of t he human
voice. *his alone is worth the urice of admission, Dop't fail to

hear this, fdison's latest achievement. The building has been
equipped with chairs and all will be made comfortable. #dmission 25
cts and 35 cts, Yakim Herald,DSept. 7, 1899,



“#.E. Lapsn
thea ters,

4.5, Larson on Monday sold his theater building to John Yort of
tie N rthwest %“heatrical as sociatione

e dcalhas practically ® en closed andpossession of the
moperty tumed over to Mpre Cort amd h is assoclates although
someé ofthe paper s nhdve not yet been signed or made cute. The
m ice paid was %18,000.

In talking abat the deal today lpe. “arsons aid he had m@be
been anxious to sell for some time as his business interests here
h other lines lmve Wen so great that he caild not give the
theater proper attentim. ‘!¢ also said that eventuslly he would
861l his lumber yard and go to the Sound to 1 ve an account of his
wi fe's health.

Mre Cort will make & n umber of improwments in t he theater
and in the fuure will I ve same of the best plays
o the road stop atthis pl:=ce, ':he Northwest "*heatrical
assoclation , which lipe - Cort represents, owns theaters
at Helena ard Great Falls , lMyntana at Spokane, Portlard, Lacoma
ard Seattle--'he Yakima Herald, March 4,1902,



Culture — DRAMA
; L F%+cﬂtDG§ET¥Prﬂ/
E.J. Hamacher has a very interesting class in photography,
numberinhg 41, He reports all of'them.as progressigg rapidly in the )

art ,sany of them already having valuable collections--Yakima Herald, |

]
[ ™

4pril 20, 1899.

4 large and well pleased audience greeted "The Devil's Auction"
at Mason's opera house last nights ﬂbe title of the extravaganza doubtless
served ig deterring many from attending, laboring under the misapure-
hension that t here were objectionable features, fhe play , however, is
of the same type of dairy dramatizations that have delighted theatre
goers for half a century.
‘he spectacular pantomine of "bes Danse de Sousa, illustrating in
rag time melody the popular successes of the "“arch Eing,"
ZSousanging “otton"; El Capitan,® "Undeain the Dogs of “ar,? Stars and
Stripes Forev;r," "Brittania and other timely subjects, formed
a ballet divertisement rarel; equalled.
When a sleeper awoke and groaned,"wake meé up when they build a new
opera house,ﬁ the audience, appreciating the difficulties the

troupe labored under in presenting the play on the present small stage

broke forth in long and loud applause...."Yakima ferald, May 11, 1899

That theatre goers fight shy of spectacular productions where the
stage facllities are limited to the capacity of a lecture platform
has of ten been impressed upon the Yakima public. It is disheartening

not only upon the performems but 88@5%&&é§8npon the audience

to see elaborate stage effects rendered useless. "The Pay Train "
company and audilence labored under these disadvantages atllason s
opera house on luesday night. North Yakima has gone beyond the
barnstorming epoch and demands a large amusement hall,

Some ofthe jokes: The twice married washerwoman remarked that



L

her Mmarried ldfe had b een a succe: sful failure.," She observed that her
second husband never touched a gld88d4 glass anymore--he drank out of a
bottle . bheth.ought her man woild be president of the United States,
yet, which led him to sigh, in a stage whispdr:"That depends upon

Hark Hanna." Yakima Herald,May 11, 1899,



Cultuwe--Customs ~ DRAM R~

Stephen C. Foster's dear old song,"The 01d Folks at Home" or
as 1t 1s moe familarly known WWay Down Upon the Suwanee River!
is the source from which the late William C., Sterling has drawn his
theme and title for the new comedy drama,"On the Suwanee fiver " which
comes to Mason:s Opera house rext Monday evening, feb. 13 for one
performance onlye.

The piay is said to have a healthy moral and has been treated in an
intelligent manner. lhe story tells the old familar tale of t@80
mortgaged estates, love, intrigue and the final downfall of villany,
but it is told in new language with new situations and therefore a new
storye.

Many pathetic and thrilling scenes are said to arise in the four
acts of the play, one aof the most thrilling of which 1s the scene
where the blind @irl, Dora, is seen about +to cross a rustic
bridge spanning a deep ravine., 4 porgion of the bridge has been removed
to make a death trap for the g irl. As she approaches this prart of the
span the old refrain of "Suwanee Hiver" comes floating through the
air from a band of plantation singers in the distance. *‘he girl's
progress 1s arrested far a moment, on the very brink of the chasm.
“he stops, listens for a moment andturning starts in the direction
from which the singing cames. *he blind confidence of the girl on the
bfidge, the pathetlc view of the audience, and the eventual
safety of the girl certainly makes a new thrilling situation. LYgaborate
scenic detail has been provided &nd a canpetent company is promised,
&4 trea to all at the following prices, children 25 cents, adults
50 cents and 75 cents~-Yakima Herald, Feb. 9, 1899,



Yakima Cystoms
Movies

ihe cinem=trographe entertaimnment held in the opers house
proved interesting to the large audience that filled the hall.
Many ofthesé “living pictures: elicited much merriment and applause,
‘he enterta;nment a Saturday evening was marrdd by an accident
to some of the electrical applicances and had tdbe postooned to lynday
evening when the "Spanish “ull Fight" was shown f or the first time.

Since showing here the company has visited Walla Walla and Yayton

and beengreated with big houses- -Yakima Herald, #pril 14, 1898,



Yakima Historical
A Modern Theatrs

Yakima people do not neglect their pleasures and confort in their
progress and growth, With their profit from well directed thrift and
énterprise comes the need for something better than an ordinary hall
with wooden chairs and in-dequate stage room to rpesent the better
class of playse. Accepting a rpoposal made by Mr., A. E. Larson to the
citizens of Yakima a committee of business men found for him the present
site for the modern theater prictured here, which is in every way
suitable for accommodating the high class attractions booked to appear
from t:me to time,

Mr. Larson's various enterprises requiring his attention, he found Z
it out of the question to ldok after the interests of this project.
§b batbofught hasetipnmtBpokakeaFdwarihBountdergta ypHuhlgimanreijechad
So he brought here from Spokane Edward Fournier, a young man who had been
connected with various eastern theaters and managers of companies,
Mr., FPournier believes that a patronage so liberal in their support
of really good things in the way of theatricals are deserving of the
best. In booking his entertainments he has met with commendable success
in securing the greatest stars and best in both music and drama, thus
further illustrating the fact that the American perople will pay for
what they want and especially that the Yakima Americans want the best

in their education and pleasures as well as in their luncheon,

The Yakima Herald ©North Yakima, Wash.
Dec, 31, 1901



Opera House

A.E. Larson took the preliminary steps on lMonday for the building of
the new opera house. It is to be located on the three lots donated by
the citizens on the na thwest corner of Second and & streets. ‘he plans
have been drawn by an experienced architect of theater buildings, J.3#.
Pearson of ¥es Moines, Ioaw, “he cost ofthe edifice willb supwards
of ten thousand dollars and it is to be com leted by next June., It will
be enclosed this winter and may be used far cunventions ea ly next

spring.

The building will front east and the size willbe 70 x 100 feet.

lhe stage back of the curtain line will be 30 feet deep. Connected
with the stage 1s designed a high ri ging loft 56 feet in height for
the eleYation of stage machinery into place. On the first floor opera
chairs will be arranged to seat 500 people. "’L'here are to ve four boxes
two above and two below, for both sides.

In the f.ront of the bailding a large lobby is arranged for. On
one side of this are two reception rooms for ladies and gentlemen
proviced with modern accessorie . Opposite these rooms is the ticket
office for the manager. The second story will have a balcony and
gallery with a seating capacity of 500, Surmounting all is a dome surrounded
with border lights.

“romt ing thesecond story is a balcony adjoining a band room located
mder the gallery., The side exit of the gallery is on the north
side and the side exit of the first flloor is on the south.

I‘he stage will be supplied with up to date dressing rooms. The building
will be frame., The building is under the direction of A.E, Howard--
Yakima “erald , Uct 5, 1899.



Opera House A,E, Larson

*he Commercial club having taken hold of the new opera house
proposition the uch needed improvement will doubtless be pushed
to completione

A.E, larson has made an unparmlleled offer to the clube He will build
and furnish an operah ouse or a theatre building after the style of
the Murphy opera house, Olympia, at a cost of @10,000 the size to be
75 x 90 feet. Mr, larson only asks of the citizens that they
purchase three lots for the purpose.

He prefers he said the lots diagonally op osite the ®yndicate
block on # and Secanxd streets. ‘hey canbe _urchased from Wm, Ker
for ¥1,500. ‘he site is an eligible one, just outside the fire

limits. ..Yakima Herald, July 27, 1899,



Colture — DRAMA-

YMattie Vickers Coming--The ac- omplished and pretty soubrette,
Mattie Vickers, will an ear in the opera house next Tuedday evening

" or "Paste and Diamonds.," Wi=g Vickers ig

in "Jacquine
airyv fairy, sparking and vivacious, Her dancing is dainty, her
singing charming and she is su rorted by an excellent

troupe. The nlay is fpom the ren of the celebrated author, Cra-les
Gaylor. The story it ells serves well the rurpose--to

amuse and display the talents of the nrincinal members of

the comnamy--Yakima Eerald, Julv 18, 18Rg,



Culture — DRAMA—

WJ.Gilmore's new and high'y praised legendary spectacle,
Twelve Temntations, will apnear at T"ason_‘s opera house Twe sday evening
July 3--7%

Aside from the immense comnany it takes a train of three
railroad cars to carry all their effects, Mr., Fechter
positively states that the new opera chairs will be vplaced in
position as this is the grand opening attractinon, A srecial railroad
excursiontrain will be run from ®llensburgh.

The play was produced in New York about 1R years ago by

the late James G, Fisk,Jr, He was then nrorrietor and manager of
the Grand orera house in *‘at city. Though not featured, the
ballet forms consider~sble prominence ., Yakima Eegald, July 25,I

1889,



Culture — DrRFAMMR-

A 1ively round of amusements is nromised to Narth Yakima
commencing with November, Man-ger Howe of the “;rthwest circuit
has engaged Mason's opera house for the following dates and
troupes: Nov, 4, Wilton Vobles ; v_vember 7, Around the World
in Eighty Days; November 16, the FaRddnd b'akir; Nov, 19,

McKee Rankin: Pece, 28, Helen Blythe: Jan 15, Frank Mavo; Feb, 18,
J.S. Turphy; A-ril 3, A Night Off; May 27, ™alter Matthews; May
30, Ada Gilman; June ¢, Nellie Welenry; July 1, Charles Bowses-

Yakima Herald, Sept. 28, 1889
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