CQ M.I.Stokes (Houng Dog “tokes)
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Hound Dog Stokes, u,7, Stokes

Born at ﬁawridge, Alabama | g years old and past, thig date,

From there to East Texas, Father interested in Fox hounds, hag the best

in East Texas, Father a farmer, Customary pack 12 dogs to run

game.

Brought Up. Eariiest recollection » had dogs, Now deer have a

place tocross g road, have ruyns, When dogs take them up, they cross

in those Places, Take stand and shoot them as they cross,

“e shows de p 1love for dogs, understanding of them, Regal1y knows
them, 111 now, chest, harg to e t up and down byt heuring very good,
Clear blye » flerce blue eyes, c reamy white hair,dignified, Volce of an
orator, soft volce, whut g way he must hgyw had with dogs; imbued with
them... What g nemory. .. face and neck still mopre firm tham mest his age
enthusiasm unbounded, not répetitious, g Source among Sources,

Marylang Fox hound, “eorge Washi-—lgtonwas a fox hunter,so yag
“homas J fferson.

My daddy haq hounds., .starteq running a fggt dog, got a Marylandg

them 10 to w200

“reeds; Birdsong, was name of g man, wes g Geg gla m g *“aryland man
according to my recollection, Foxhounds good for deer, bear, bobaats,
No 1ions in oup country,

*he best bpack a man can havye for bear'dogs,‘a mixed pack. Alrdaigm

Foxhound and a fiest
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hrought out three potltckers..that was in Texas. The bear stands and
fights but he canjt stand or won't stang up against a fiest who runs in
and nips his heels and darts out, He can_ t stand the nipping.

lhey put the bear up a tree and he 4 as a fizhting bear too,

#ea (red heavy eyebrows...piarcing eyeS...clezr voice...

Qe
cle ar ear,

He saids T have more confidence in dogs mand 16 ss 1in man, “hy,
“he 0ld hound 1s honest and efficient God didn't give him the
old tricks of a white man, J

I've had 14 vocations . Didn't enumerate all of them,
slember of stete legislature twice in Oklahoma; county supt, of schools,
school teacher. County Supt of schools Johnson County. Chief of
Polic at ¢lustee, Jackson county.

His name, Marti . Martin wa the name of Martin Hayward, an old
fox huntiag buddie of my daddy.

The o014 fashioned fox was red. * here are four or five different
stralns of fox. Two strains of grey fox. T have run down 100 =
or m re of them, 0, Lord, that is hard to tell how many in my time.
But we didn,t run them to catch them. %e ren themfor the sport

The best sport is grey wolves,
‘hat wa s in eastern Oklahoma, about 100 miles south of *ulsa
They were big as a police dog, majority six feet one inch long; Z;’
féngs this long, measured about 1 3/4 inches on second finger,
usually ran 25 to 30 dogs . I had one pack of 48 xa« I kept together
severalyears, '

I owned Ropyal Jack, champlon wolf dog in the U,§, at field trials.

He was a Goodman r'ox hound, mostly white and lemon spotted,
white eyes. Little larser than “alker dogs. *ox hounds weigh
45 pounds, Got to breed for staying qual ities,

L
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besides ther were the the July and . here are four different
strains of fox hounds. S8.M. Coke usually keeps 60 or 65,

They have meets in the U.§. field trials, Southwestern meet
originally oklahoma, come f om all ovef U.S. Southern meet Tex,
Georgla and Tennessse,

they are scor d by Judzges wipo ‘do_'t kncw the dogs, work from
numbers. Judged on trailins, hunting, speed, driving, tounging (voice)
endurance. Judges ride to them. Royal Jack was champion in 208 and 30s

Held champ onship till around 7 years old. That is past the peak.

When I went to Johnson county, moved from “rady “ounty from
$wxekan Chickasha, g ot school there, taught three years, took
doss with me (yes a 1 ttle unusual for school teacher to take
dogs with me) (hets a hound dog man) Ranches there, g rey
wolves. T took 40 of them , expect the dogs killed 100, couldn't
keep up with them

Magaziﬁes: Journals call d fed Ranger, Hunter': Horn,

Wild rndian Yog. decided to compete, old dog against old dog,
pup acal st pup, best advertised race ever run in the world. I beat
both h's dogs, the wild dog cut and was a slasher (circled and tried to
get ahead of other dog 'y guessing which direction wolf- would

»

turn)
In seven months 3 days caught 600 68 men wip escaped from
Mcallister.. Wax considered :owner“ ofmy oﬁn dogs when I was 14,
Bloodhounds--
Got first blo dhoud when I wa a pboy.

At McAjlister, few red fox, few grey wolves, had own pack up to 23.



After you learn and know dogs you can tell when they are trailing
a woman. 4 man's trail 1s easler unless the woman wears trousers,

Another way to slow down a dog is towear rubber boots but when
you train them to trail, that dosen't stop them. *hev are smart and
fisure it out.

01d Happy name of trusty.

I ran a greyhound once. ‘raded xixfmr a tree dog for it, He
could trail too. Barking every time hetd hit the ground. *he greyhound
was brought up with a bunch of potlickers.

Ab oodhound won 't change tracks of any kind and makes a better
trailler. Greyhourds will change tracks if they come acrosé hotter
tracks,

26 hours was the coldest tracks I worked a dos on. It took two
days. It was both. I've been up three days and ights and have a
,record of doing four days and fo ur nights without sleep during a
track.

I was at granite about 1936. “ive and one hal f yesrs with man
dogs .

I ran a “egro from “lair 31 1/2 miles He kille d a whitewoman and
a five year old girl, at j51&11*, east of “lta. It was a robbery case.
Man wa & farmer and had two negros. It was known he kept a 1ot of
money on the plsuce, everyone kne. it. These negroes had planned it,

Planned 1t however on a day the men went to Red fiver to a cattle
sale and took all but ¥60 with him.It was ple ned with two who
1 ived in town. ORe was a new Negro. Two lived on the old manis
place. Yo they decided to let the new one do the work. ‘hey didn't
know anyone was a t home, : |

‘hought the woman wa s csone. An eight y& r old girl had gone to

school. The womap,heard someone and went into the kitchen and he was
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there. %he tried to close the door, but couldn't. He picked up

an iron skillet and begen to beat her over the hsad with 1t,The

1ittle girl ran up and caught him by the leg said "quit beating my
mommie." Hehit her then amd tried tofinish them both off . *‘hen he
went out in the yard and got a grubbing hoe, you know one of those
grubbing hoes, and ceme back and chopped out the tops of their
heads, but they were s'ill livings. He dra~ged them to a clothes
closei and coversd them up with old clothes and bedding

‘he older girl came home from school. They were alive. “he saw the
blood and gdt her crandfather. Brains were scattered all over the
floor.It was done a little after 11 in the morning. R oned for

of ficers and they came Brought ambulsnce. B,t when they washed

of? the blood and trains from the litle girl'sfuce she opened her eyes,
Saild "A Negro hit my mamma," and passed out. Got her‘to the

hospital, put man by besdies hopeing she would talk® and she opened
her eyes, asked acain, 'honey, who done £t%" he s id samething

and closed her eyes and Qas dead in seconds. ‘he woman lived till
nearly dayb esk with half herhead copped away aﬁd brains gone.The
sheriff told me that her hand wasc utched to her bosom and he had
to prv her fin~ers lose an: she still hel onto the w60, when he
straightened rer fincers. ‘hey popped.

fhe warden was there., I told him about the two negroes on t e

‘arm, “e went to their place. He is now at Sulphur, Oklashoma.
He was sheriff for 14 1/2 yeurs before he was warden.

I said sherifi, either it was a cr zy man done this or a Y“egro. Blair
was aboat eisht miles away. Went to see the twonegroes, thelrwomen
were there. We said"where are the men folk." They s id "they went
hunting."I said isn;t it funny they went hunting when their whitefolk
were in tpoouble. " They said 'no, they went to try and forget.
‘hey'1l be back after awhile. One was Bill Jones fedﬂd§dp¢dd we took
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him to “ipton to keep him separate. "“e went to Blair to talk to

the others.'ent to B:1l1l Jones house,OG@@ no one there, Then went

to Ernest Wrightts house, started to breek in the door because it was
locked. He opened the do r. Questioned him but he knew nothin-~

about it. Got him in the car. “ent about 60 yerds and there

was a young officer in the car, sald sheriff, stop this car."wads
the “egro scared, thought he was geing to s hoot him, he was known as

a trigger happy officer. He said,"white folks, you are an the right
track. Got so scared he said he would tell all he knows about it,"

4e said ©111 Jones was"standing back of the filling station and I had

his clothes packed. “ecil Crosby , the trigger happy man, ma e a
dive for him, scared him some more. Before we got the dogs, 1 had

five, 0ld Rockett too, too many men spoiled tracks around the hose

and I would,'t put them out to find the tracks. Besides the dogs hadn't
raced for four or five months. I said nsomebody;s going t© die at

the end of this tB@AQA04REPERA trail sheriff." Now dogs ought to be
run every other day a;yway'We had men searchin- the town, 1t was

a town aﬂout 11ke this (Top enish, population 5 000 to 6,000.)

Had between 275 and 300 men searching. fhey searched every house in
town and fouldn't find a.t ack of fill Joqes. Besides kept sending
men out to houses, six , eight , ten miles from there.

Stayed there till we turned up track. “till wouldn't put the dogs

out JF1lling stat ion man wanted to leavethe keys to his place so we
could stay there. It was getting cool. It was in hmarch.

Finally found a house where he had been. Well got the dogs

on his track. look them out and pointed toward the ground and the

race started. Ran all over that country. Warden had a new car and he hauled
me. Had the Nisger out on sandy land and not a man efter him ever saw

him till we ston ed the car. Sheriff wentthrouch one fence, took
out 21 posts. Would hit a fence 50 or 60 miles an hour



We ran him half en hour o1 = secténn te fore we caught him,

He was a 200 pound man. "ouldn't stop when hit. Hit 24 times before he
was brought down, 30:30 rifles. Ran at least 300 yards o ter he was
hit and before he went down. “oon as the shootine s tarted the dogs
slowed up., all but one gyp, she ran up and smelled of him. 01d
“ocket would have killed him. Le would o for a man.s throst. 1've
never had any of mydoss kill a men. Most dogs won't go for the throat,
And not me @y people know ib but a lot of dogs won't bother a man
when they catch him. L ~

I've seen 01d Hoket tracking & man when T was training him.

He'd trail close tothe round and then keep his hesd off the ground
as the scené got warmer , He'd bresk the trail.and then start off
toward a tree 300 to 400 yards away. Threw up his hesd. T hsd a long

whip. T meant to whip him when he'd do that and almost made a
terrible mistake. T'd send him ack on his track and he'd break
again. I was etting ready to whip him when “a says,"Don't vh ip him.
T'm hiding up in the tree. He sees me."

Some mandogs wouldn't bite a man. An Amer{can/bloodhound iBVzéh times

as bad about biting a man as an EnglishOhii b
“0me~bark-1ong. When they are close you cail tell 1t. We call

1t chop barking. Parrel xmOk@Bim@x@zg. mouth barking, means they a e
close, shows their excitement, ?

Yr, daters died at the prison. Anpointed -his ‘1fe. worst mistake
they ever made . They were r nnirg off right and left at “cAl ester
whed I went there. Thirty two of them wentout the front door

(33 of them to be exact.) They killed o0ld man Pate Jones, ny real good
fri nd. They shot him. He was the front tower man. Bgfore they were
ronded up, 30,7en.were killed. They spread all over the U.S.

P4t In five and one-half Years they were all accounted for. “ome were
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never even brought back of course but were put in prison®s in other
states. They brought backmore than half of them. :hey'caught some
even in New York.

I've never seen a lynching. “een w thin half a xm -ile of it.

I thinlc therm would have been & lyhching on the D1airmj:rder offiHdr

of the woman and her littlegirl if they hadntt shot him, The crowd
would sure have lynched the ~lair Hegro. I've driven a car 75 to

100 miles an hour with men to et them to the prison before the men
c ould lynch them. I n ver believed in lynching as long as you got courts
and evidence.

{win boy episode at school. “ent for me to gzive lecturs,

telked about cr me . Twins the;e. C'hanjgeci shoes and socks. “ame
thing.took some old Bogs =ith the young ones. *hey conldn't go

past the place where the mwins changed . =

A bloodhound, when he zets the scent that comes down the man s leg,
it goes to 1808d his brain and he keeps ‘it. *hat 1s fromthe years and
ye rs of troining. You cen take dogs with various characteristics and

b v matching them briag out the ri~-ht characteristic you are wanting.

There was another case, a little seven year old girlwas raped
at Stagler, (“ape a capital offense . I've been called to fexas and
Kans s to take my dogs,

Wentup there w th the sheriff. e had been hiding behind & tree and
was naked. +he 1little girl was coming home from school. He told her
he wonld kill her if she screamed. He had a handkerchief tied over
hi face. Lost handkerchief. “ot track there at the tree. Followed 1t
to the edge of the field. Little girl was her firstye r in school. She:
@@ said he looked like an oldman, but he turned uut tobe only 27,
Itwas the second one attacked in that manner (by naked man ) in

the neighborhond.*he other was a little 10 yearx old girl, “he had
gone outl 5 the mail box late in the day. He was hiding behind a tree

i}
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and got her.

Pyt the dogs bn the track (7 year old esse) and tracked Tor
1.2 ml e and they came back to the creek. He héd a h orse, Llved theﬁa
with his mother and a marriedbrother. then got horse and brought some
cattle up. Dogs kept messing around go to the cr ¢k and then would
blowuD.

Had a dog called 0ld Toston. We started at nig t. 01d Loston
ctruok out on & cold @& 1. Backed few times and ddn't go on with it.
I didn't know what to think .well, we blowed up. I knew there was
something wronz.He had gone that morning beforehand,gone upthis creek
and gone to the school building. He goes down tBe from there in a
r ocky draw, trail on to tB4a0¢dd an old repro-ate's house. An old man
1 ved there with his won. Then ¥nh0 01d Poston blew up agein.

The sheriff told me,'"the cldman s our man.He's gullty." I said

let's depend on the dogs. Knocked at the door, lady ceame, sald

we are looking for & man, may we come in. Y entin, came out, satisfled.
Little gyp named Diane was out in the road working all the time.

said where's your husband." She salid he's workin on the road over to
the esst. ©“~howed us his tracks. Showed tracks to t he dog, they
wouldntt trail. "I said 141l clear him right now.

Fiftyar so school klds had & en walking in the road but Diagne still
was at work., Stoppeddogs, said we got to find different place to
work .

Under thehill, meani g lower down, the sheriff said a man
iived there. ']l takk to 1M O him, see if he or his son had
seen an one. Wife wa: tiere. Son gone. 900 aid fwhe e's your
husband.” She saidﬂhe's gone, wil be back pretty quick,"andtheﬂ

pointed, there he is coming now."

I had 6@ @8 k=& thedogs in the car I talked to the old
men. You can't always tell whether a man is telling you the truthoer
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not. One man may bry and be honest, another may try and coverup
for someone, another may have a re son for trying to zet even with
him. You can usually flush them. ‘
I said think ack and remmémber, have vou seen anybody around

her that has lookedsuspicious. 1 looked him right in the eye and
he looked at me and L knew L ocould put co~fidence in him. His
sister, 10 was attacked 6 or 8 days before. "My God, he said, 1'd give
my rigzht arm to get theman who attacked her."

Saidé Did you see anybody von didn't know.-He thought, then
sz:1d, yes, s man was peddling clover salve. Said he was doing alittle
work for the FBE¥ on the side. ILiv d for miles from him and diMn 't
lnow him. It wasn't far from where the last little girl was attacked.

"I saidtsheriff, we don't hawe touse thedogs no more. That's our
‘man.! T sai ' 'promise me ore tiing (to this man) you won't tell
anybody If you do that, I'11l ge t the man who attacked your sister.!'

The sheriff sald It've known that fellow all my life. He hasn‘t

ever don e anythi gz wrong. He lives with his mother.

We drove over to the housel I had some of the boys with me (convicts)
Got out. ®aid where is the men folk.“he saild, got none here today.
My marriedson is down in the field plowingOther helping build bridge.
said lady I am looking for the han who attacked the 1ittle gi;l. She
told us where the bridge wa:. They ware building it over a creck.
gnt there, told sheriff now you let me handle this. Took his
guns, “alked into camp polnted them to a man s O like that (gestulating)
and s id are you Floyd “ilson .Hewas seared. Said no, that's him
gitting over there. "“ent over there and pointed guns at h and
said stnd np.searchedhim. Said you got anything here. He went and
gat his lunch box. ©aid get in the car. Drove about a half a mile

before a word was spoken. “heriff rea ized I kmew my business. We
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stopped the car. ‘he sheriff s.id "Floyd, there's only one man in
Oklahoma that can help you. “e's there with o now. I've known you
all my life, now tell the truth,., He began to spit cotton and we
stopped the cur for him to talk. “e s-1d°

'Well I done it, I done it, I'm guilty,"mjust like that, kept
repeating himself, But I wanted this other case.

“"e drove to town, drivinz the wrong way to get clear of the old
Nestors, they would have kil ed him, Dy that time the deputiles
came, T turned him over to them and sid get him to Jjail as quick as
you c&n. UCounty &t torney w s there, ot stenogmapher and told the
seme story "Well I done it, I donelit.“*old everything, how he done
it and everything. Sald th4& was all, i

I stood up and took thepaper and threw IhOB it in the was£e

basket. ' T said that's not all." You ©8n want to go to the electric
fhair?"

The sheriff said“Floyd, there's only one man in all Oklahoma that
can help vyo . Yo wa 't to go to the ele tric chair?"

I s2id"What about that other ¢ se. So he said "I done it, I'm gullty."

They santencsd him to 37 years. Only the oldest little girl 6f came
to identify hime. I kinda figured him as a week mind, a kinda @O
light sex manlac,., He had mever pulled anything wronz . He was naked
both times and hid behind a tree. His brother was t ankful to me
for not sending him to the elec ric afr@l chair the way Iohandled it,

In Johnson County (dklahoma they were all grey wolves. +~idn't
ki1ll stock often. Killed turkeys '‘n the spring of the year.
‘hey aren~.t as bad as people let on.

The Lobo i1s the biggest wolf . Then the next is the timber wolf,
then the zrey wolf and then the coyots.

Most of the wolves a e in so thwest ‘exas (Lobos) they are big and
means. I don 't want nothing to do with them,
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At Ardmore, Oklahoma, 21 miles from where I lived, thers was a
harduzare store had a mountedBrown Bgar. He was bies, weighed QOO
pounds. , e was in the window. There was a mounted Lobo there too.
His head and neck were as large as the bearts ,but of course he was
lots smaller , three times as larse. Measured height of Lobo |
about three to 3 1/2 feet. The Lobo's legs are as large as a man8s
arm, He can kill a cow like a c¢rey wolf would kill a sﬁeep.
I've never hunted ©6dd them, ‘hey weren t around my part of the
coun tr

In Yo thwest Texas ddddd they had a Tobo .T hey couldn't get close
enongh to it to shoot it. They read where a man had some sight running !ffj
#olf dogs, half stag hound and half greyhound.Makes a good wolf dog.

A "ussian wolf hound 1s the best sight runner on earth and thefiéhtenist
dog/

“he man brought in five dogs went out and got on trail of the Lobo
and ran him into some saplings.vaught him and be fore theman could get
there with the gun the Lobo had killed all fi e of the dOgs.-You got
a monster to deal with there. The Iobo had gone mad with anger. “e

would tear the barkfrom thesaplings, run ' ound them and yank the

berk off, slashing it with his teeth before they shot him.

I was in southeast Teras. My best fox hunter was Royal Jack. He was a

good hunter. By that yon mean he would get out and find a track and then

trail it. ‘hatiswhat vou call a good hunter.
1 Wen he'd get a track warm he'd never stick to the pround.

‘he pack will automatically follow a lead dog. *hefirst winter
in Johnson county I caught 40 with a ack of 13, some wers young. Usually
ran pack of eight dozs. Go at night, it is better or conditions. A

good moonli ht night, moist is best. Weatherl ke this is a s fine as
can be.(.moderately warm, around 40, slightly foggy.)
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"hen you got out with a pack of dogs, they'll scatter and start
working all over, looking for game. First one barks and they all

\\
get tohim as fast as hey can. I ususd ly rode horses, Hadtwo sad le

h orses
“hen a doz picks up a scene you .say "They'Ve struck."

Royal Jack (Jack) had a peculiar lot of ways. He chopped quite a bit
(maaning short, quick barks, cutting them off) and was a 1ittle coarse,
(meaning deeper v160 voiced) and then he'd squell out. “ater I n®@e
noticed he'd kinda laugh, goinc cha-thcha-tcha-cha ta-dah,...
ha-hahhahe They'd say, he's laughing at those other dogs trying to
keep up with him. He's saying, theYre not able to keep up with me and
laugh ha-ha-ha cha,..

‘he greate€t tounger I k ew was Ada Joies, a firdsona,t)itch or
gyp. “he was brown and white face, whit e feet. “he weighed 72 pounds.
that's large for max a dog 1ike tha'. #nd that was her weisht in
running shape. “he barked in three diffstnt ways. L8ve been ot
and @@ would aay to one of the men, how many dogs and theyd 1is ten
to her bark and they'd say "three." But it was all theone

dog. =

She had a bell ring tongue and a bell €r0 carrier to it.

she'd gom oooh--owhooo, owhooooha,..
The man I bought them from, I nought her with five others. After
© did he said "Sit _dowr, I want to talk to,vou. You are the darndest
fellow. Yo got the dogs cheap, for ¥250. Yon didnft ask a thing
about them, just paid the price and never even seen them. Igod
Ada and six three month old pups.

nHesald, af ter they got a wolf hot, the f irst race out you'll know
Ada, listen and think all (?) in Tex of her. And if yo: ever heard
eanother like her befor , with as much mouth and as goodmouth as Ada,
I'11 give her to you."
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Ada 1iked to run. She'd run a wolf and after you got the wolf,
if she didn't have herrun out, then, aml then only she'd take out after
a jackrabbit, barking so you'd mow she was after a rabbit and so
you'd know she knew what she was dol z, just to have her run out;
Then she was hapoy.She had sense to know what she was running and
k ew we knew it and wouldn 't care. 1've never seen one like that,
The reason I boun ht the dogs I knew that afer going on 34
runs for big co otes he broughtxb 32 home and I knew he had to have
something to do that. Ada was something.

Coke is a good hound man (brother )

You go out with t eie kind of dogs, the,'l run a wolf and run
him all day, aro nd 4n a.bﬁa circle, all aro nd. Then yo go home and
go Sack there next day and the¥'ll still be runnin- him, Of course
I think they all lay down and rest. & t've seen dogs die running., I've
seen tiem spraddle out, they are so tired and rest a while and get up
and run again,

Ada Jones dld one of those things, ran and got hot, went through

one night rvnning. Jimped him by the river. It was a cold night.
He crossedthe riwr, it wa froven over and "Ada had to b reak

ice. an on frozen gpoound, hitting river, o 1d water when she was hot.
#hen she came buck we did something we shouldn't do. We puther by

the fire to dryhser. She sfittened up and wus neverlworth e dime after
that« “he vas always stiff,

“he was purchased from “y E Payton of Missouri. Ada was a Missouri
Birdsong.

Dogs have different volces of tounges. Adawas a coarse tenor.
I'm a fool about singing, music and singing , greaute t music
of man is a man~8 guarted.“o en are good but not as good as men.

But a good pack of running dogs with proper voices 1s the
greatest music 1.ve ever heard, an I've hesrd the best singing them

is, opera, famous singers and all. And I know @A0G&Q music.
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Some of the dogs have bass 0@ voices, even the gyps.
bass tenor, soprano and alto voices they have. “ome dogs have
voice but not the right key. That is important. The right key
just like In music.
Royal Fack was betwsen a tenor and coarse voice.
Dogs w' 11 change their tonnge.
3 T Grady county I had a white, bk ck and tan “oodwin and part Walker.
ﬁgewas coarse mouth and would go Hoke, hoke, hoke, hoke, a 1 the
time. When he was four or five years old Imoved to Johnso-n County
and o e niszht running a red fox started barking with a coarse
tenor, ooof, ooof, coof. We t times;; barked fire (tenor)
and when he was eight years old he went back to a €&oP@ coarse voice.
You ¢:1l it light voice or fine voice (tenor)

She was stolen and taken to Tennessee, but she came home, It is

nothing for a dor like thtat to travel 300 to 400 miles.



