THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIAN CLAIMS RESEARCH TO THE HISTORIAN
OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST.

An iInteresting, but littie publicized, development
in historical research has been provided by the recent
sults of various Indian groups against the federal govern—
ment. Historians and anthropologists have been engaged
in a sezrch for evidence in these cases,

Suits against the federal government require the
permission of the government., In this instance, such
rermlssion was granted by an act of Congress, the Indian
Clairs Act.

On August 13, 1946, the Indilan Claims Act became
law. The act established a commission which was to hear
cases agZainst the United States on behalf of groups of
American Indiens residing within the territorial limits
of the United States or Alaska. The act is to be in
force for ten years.,

Under this act, there are several types of claims
to be consiﬁﬁred. They are:

{1) claims in law or equity arising under the
Constitution, lawe, treaties of the United States,
and Executive orders of the President;

(2) all other claims in law or equity, including
those sounding in tort, with respect to which the
claimant would have been entitleﬁ to sue in a court
of the United StateB....

(3) claims which would result if the treaties,
contracts, and agreements between the clalmant and
the Unlted States were revised on the ground of
fraud, duresse, unconscionable consideration, mutual

or unilateral mistake, whether of law or fact, or any
other ground cognizable by a court of equity;
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{4) claime arising from the taking by the United
States, whether as the result of a treaty or cess-
ion or otherwise, of lands owned or occupled by the
claimant without the payment for such lands of come-
prensation agreed to by the claimant; and

{5) claims based upon fair and honorable dealings
that are not recognized by any existing rule of law
or equitye.

The purpose of the act was to rectify a number of
gross Treuds perpetrated on the Indians of the United
States by the federal government, some of which were as
recent as the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt.
The act provided the first legal recourse that the
Indtans have had.

Congress, in paseing the act, evidently had no
clear idea as to the number of cases that would fall
under the terms of the act. One provision of the act
stated that the commission could be dlssolved after
five years should the commissioners report that all
claims had been satisfled.

One indirect result of this act was not, probably,
forseen by ite authors. This is the great impetus that
it has given to historical and anthropological research.
To those of us here today, this is its chief importance,

Many of the cases involved the acquisition of
lands by the federal governmment from Indian tribes.
There were three chief methods: outright seizure, treaties,
and executive orders. In each of these operations, there

are grounde for sult under the provigions of the act.

S



3

Tribal are

e

g gy degn
LENH #

P
£

Lol

0

755

Gk

&

o)

3

deli

i_iaii T8

gy
'

i beon Dlal

s

&

orf th

aounha

%
hE

source

ol
o

L

7

b

RVeE

e
e

Ir

-
?}ﬁg b b

1 G

&

Feis

L

L5




we Bl e

. B ¥ R
33 P 0 oy
o A ST P & a0 o
u e BS54 2o 0w £ i o
o R & i e P & y D $ iy 3 ol
& £ D PR g o @ e e R B 4 e
i # & et Ed . feg . Gug i [6i1 ] e wper 3 e fan L St
o et 7 X o et i ey b= o - T [ b
£ oo o = el b R i R I o D st
= 9 5 & & o L mook & B w & Mo &
o o oo omed i i g (& b » L 3 £ b s ot
e N Gy 0 e LY g e & b A% R £
] = B o R w3 hm G G iy ot 5 A
o ot a ; P g % . g =
£y & P , § o - EACA By By o O @ & i o
. R fex ¥y g By o o e e i o o} K ey 3 P
0 wd o ed I o PE DR S Y SR Lo ] Y [ ]
A PR S & o %3 [ RS« R & oy &
e ST SO I o] g o w wm o om ed S W B 4 , &
P R D B Ko B¢ B+ [ S D= S N . 2 £
i & L e 63 o [y i o &

1
'
e
e
e
=
1o
1
£

S T~ = . W ;
i qmsw 0 G " R w - &am s W% o o 7] 5 A.m S
s BRI - S B s ¢ ., B o4 & & & g o« 5 g &
el S e = O - - B - A o
28 % & ¢ ¥ B g & B © B oL S o
- Wi . ; A 3 ) ] e i B <31 ol o
B R e B~ S = B S B B R R s T U~ S P e
w o b . i » o ’ s . LR S & wd [ A £ e
. - i 2 @ £ &5 & 42 Yy Eje £
o m e B S A mw SE R+ W ; it Wa @ @ 3 lm £ m & o 13
; £ Y S ) o Lol T e L (R o) { o = g
i ST ; g LR e R o oW
ge O 2 T T = T <" S C I ~ S S = B =
i OO B~ e ? T B A W
o ER S o e w w6 © e & & RO
i I -+ 45 R s TR N - B T @ a4
o g (7 oo Mo L 3 N B SR = o
g wmw o &y I O 2 2 BB ol
P S R ST = N Ga o By A B
el e By & o B W P wm oo 3 go© £
a4 g& o E ®o8& i G e Howom et wy &
o oy ; i » ok s ot i P ay o L ¢
! o o i 4 ] ngg s T i o o L} frd i 3 oon
A - < T - @ s & ¢ @ ow o B g b om oW o s O
= 8 & 4 @ T g = © & 2= 5 8 g 3 g < 8
o7 7 o5 ) il e i o egmd .. et w..a;..w 2
o LT SR 0 Eoooban dv A L Gy ar-d W e
L B B R T B = B~ B B o ¥ owd g
Sy FreA Exed o ] %m F 3 g it 4 3 gt « o -~ !
¢ B i . o £ b e = & i & . R St
& & B G o O By Gl { L0 B D
,wm .ﬁ i WW &% & M,w o] MW 2 E @m ,m £ § P
4 i & R : N S R ; o &
Ly E% mwm W_sm . A me i H g o [} 3] L] st
o Ao 23 e A - T~ T N B 4l e
[N o o o R P o 5 0 g 43 e 4 Bt o 1 [
) o & ! v o ; ; :
L O e b R - R T B O - NS T - B & S - &
=R 42 + oy R = O T -« B N - £ 4 &




msa

uses wae the lend belng put? VWhat was the value of the
production of this land in the markets avallable to 1t?
Certainly the price of wheat in New York gives little
indication of the value of wheat raised in the Crand
Rondes One must determine the price received by the
farmer of the particular area for his crop and how much
of his orop was marketable.

I have clted wheat. There are many other products
to consider. Some of the lands were timber lgnds, others
were primarily grazing lands. Some areas were taken for
the mineral deposites known to exist on them.

Finding economic data is a difficult task, News=-
papers, when they exist, can be valuable. HMany of the
early newspapers printed market reports: a listing of
cormodlity prices current on the local market. The Port-
land Oregontian regularly printed such a list. Other
newspapers also contain such information.

Another published source of information are the
censuses of the United States. The Tenth and Eleventh
Censuses have detailed breakdowns of the resources of
the nation by minor political subdivisions. For the
Pacific Northwest, the records are not always corplete
and the breakdown seldom extends below the county level.
Another limitetion of this source 1g the fact that a

census is taken only once each decade.,
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The disparaged blograrhies found in these works
are, however, & valuable source of information. {Read-
ing several hundred of these is one of the most tedious
chores I have ever done.) The information has proven to
be surprisingly sccurate, Scattered among such common
rhrases as "he standssfour-gquare to every wind that
blows™ and "though yet a young man, he has attained to
a position that many & man his senlor might envy" are
dates and information that have been very helpful in
using other source materials.

The various W. P, A, projects have zlso amessed
much interesting material in interviews of pioneers.
Many of these reporits are u@published and are wvariously
handled by libraries having copies of them, It would
be valusble to have a2 bibliogrephy of them. One such
collection of interviews gives a good pleture of graz-
ing in eastern Washington in the early days.

The value of the Indian Claims research to the
historlian of the Pacific Northweet is, as yet, potential.
The materials amassed have dealt with small areas and
could be buried in the files of the Indian Claims
Commlssion., By acting now, it is possible to make
this effort of value to the historian,.

ihe techniques developed by the resesarch worker
should be pasred om to others. Local history is, gen-

erally, an overlooked Tield of research. Most of the
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werk in the field has been of low caliber. Until 2 vole
une of good work is available, it will be impossible to
write 2 good history of the regiomn.

Father Bischoff of Gonzegae University hec a
Buggertion which bears careful conﬁideration. He has
suggested that researchers should ﬁool their knowledge
of the Netional Archives, Each researcher whe has worked
in the archives has discovered leads to the location of
materialagdealing with the northweet. FSuch a pooling of
exparienéé with ultinmate disseminstion would be of ine
caleulable valuable to future students,

At least one of the firme handling Indien Claims
cases has reslized the contribution of its work. With
the consent of the tribe, 320,000 pages of material on
mierofilm have been given to the University of CO;orado~
The materials were collected for the sult of the Utes
against the government,

The historians and anthropologiste, with the
cooperation of the editors of our quarterlies, could
meke & real contribution to the history of the northw_
west. 4An article on the development of the Coeur 4t
Alene silver nines, with the detailed economic informat-
ion uncovered, would be a real contribution. Other such
articles could, doubtless, be written.

Another important contribution which might be

made by the research workers, is an analysis of the
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