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1212 N.32nd Ave.
Yakima, Washington,

WANAPUM NOTES

REGARDIMG PISHERIES HAEDSBIP CASE

The remnant band of Wanapum Indisns, commonly known as the Prilest
Rapids bend or the River People have applied to me to interceds in
their behalf for relief,

This 1s not intended to presume to tell you what to do rezsrding
these people, but to give you a background of the a'!tueation, provide
fragmentary bits of auwthentic ethnclogical Information and then sugriest
that you do what 1s possible for their relief. To achleve this I and
other friends of these people will do whit we can to fully cooperate.

The matter 1'volves the morzl but as yet not fully determmindd legel
rights of these non-tresty people, to obtain food fish, principally
salmon, solely for subsistence, at their anclient fishery that is used
by no other Indians to my knowledsge,

This flshery is located on the Yakims Ryver approximately twelve
miles from the mouth of the Columbia River, at a place commonly c-lled
The Horn, It is known to them as Wﬁ@awish. Tha aqgnaté Yekimes possess
and use the fishery of Prosser which they csll ﬁhptu@, ten miles upstream
from fianawish on the Yakima Biver.

Since agricultural development of the ares threﬁ@h irriget ion and
since introduction of legislation regulatins; the taking of food fish,
these Indiang have fished at Wanawish, relying upon it for their necessary
salmon, :

On May 27,1954, one member of the Priest Replds band proper, fex
Buck asnd @ visitor who olaims to have rights because he is & Snske

River Indian,; were cited for violation of Lhapter 72.12.025 of the

St&te Fishériés,ﬂode.Taken 11to Justice Court at Prosaer before Jydge
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Ben Knox they plesded innocent . They were found gullty and fined 27,50
each., being ungble to pey the fines, the sentence was susponded under
jmposition of a thirty-dey Jail séntence In event the violation were
repested,

When eppraised of the situetion by head men, contact was established
with My, Don R, Oassaway, State Fisheries Inspector who mAde the arreste
citation. He is liviag in Yakims, ¥his was most amlsble and enlighting
for both of us. I can spesk only in highest terms of his ability te
grasp my explenstion, his sense of duty and his sincerity. I feel he must
be a most capablie cmploye of the Department,

He believed it would be éntirely proper for me to direct a personal
flact sheet to you concerning this sltuation,

I do not wish to inconvenlence the Department, Weither do the Wanapums,
Alternatives thus present themsclves,

1-That I present a morse emplete abstructconslusively showing pre-white
era occupancy rights of these pecple, This would require several days to
prepare and would contaln sources restricted to the use of the Department »
Horever, I do not know whether the Departmant has an ethnologlat to
scon this materisl and give you sn opinion and 1t would not be proper te
submit 1t outside of the gapartment gt this time.

2-That some represent:itive of the Departmentpan en early trip to the
Laxima area, erranze for a meeting &t which 1 would havs prezent the
Wanapum leaders. The purpose of this would be to answer any question
the Yepartment misht have, to determine whether or not protective
measurses could be extended,

These suzgestions are offersd in en attempt to gein for thece few
pécple the resumption of their rights, without fear of prosectifiion,
for the sole purpose of obtalning subsistence and for use in their
religlous ceremoniaels . According to thelr precepts, these deremonial

fish must be taken from home waters.
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Since the salmon senson is now finisghed, and-thaae people were
prevented from obtsinings food on which they have been dependant, they
must subsequertly make application with the Welfsre Pepartment for
aid to compensate their loas, ﬂhey have long been accustomed to depend
upon boliled potatoes and salmon as the main ltem of thelr food during
the wiater,

It is pointed out that the Wanapums exercised fishing rights under

terms of House Bill No, 327, permitting the Prilest Mapids Indians,

known as sokulks, to teke fish at thelr ancient fisherles, Tnis was
introduced by #r, 1,Dow HcRuestén at the behest of the late L.V,
¥eWhorter of Yakims and was sccompenied by an extensive list of petitioners,

The bill was Pirst introduced Februsry 1939, It was ordered printed
and was referrédd to the commisslion on geme and geme fish end was
subsequently passed. I have been told, but have not felt 1t necessary
to check on detalls, thatthis bill end secveral others were repealed two
or three ye rs ago, and that this was requested of the lezislature
by number alone. Alsc kllle d was one relating to the Yakims fishery,
gagtut at Prosser. It is my understandi g, by ¢ommon knowledge, that
some type of Departﬁeht directive was formuleted which permitted the
*akimas to resume fishing at Prosser.

That leads then to the conclusion thetthe only difference in the

two fisherles, Togtut and "anawish is that the former is used by a
Tre.ty people and the later was used Ly non-Tre:ty Indlans,. 2nd that
3 ads to the necessiby of proving that the Wanspums have rights, of

Lopkut.

equal value as Yreaty rights, to
A¢ pre-ent there are approximately eight Yansmpums. Yherse are others
enrolled on the Yekima Reservation, but they are not of full Wanapum
blood end are not looked upon other than relatives by wmarriage. Kone of
these "fringe“ Wanapums have ever fished at Wanawish to my knowledge,

and the %gnapums are not permitted end do not chose to use any Yakima
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fishery, excepting at rather unisual times and when unusual
situations prevell, relating to desths in families, the old law of

11 ;
guests" and aimilar compliceted occasions.ln any respect, they do not

have access to the Yakims”fisheries to the esitent that they c¢en procure
subslstence therefrom.

Yhere are a few additionsal HWignapums in Fendleton and elsewhere in
the Horthwest, who ere enrolled on no ressrvation snd are roguerded by the
Hanapum tribal leaders as full “anapums with full rights, ‘hesé men do
not visit thie fishery évery year but do so0 only occasionally as related
to thelr work and financiasl status.

Bt the time of the condemnatim of the territory rejuired by the
Atomic hnergy Commission, the Yaneapums occupied, &s a seasonal fishery

and one of their forty and more old villages, a place near old Yhite
Biurrs. This 1s now the site of one of the four atomic energy "piles,”
“hen Colonel Hathlas of the Army Bngineers was called on to tske over
the land for !mplementing the Atomic hnergy Ppo Ject, he was apprehensive
about the Indishs who lived there, but not about the whites. Now the
government 1s 8till paying off the whites., However the Wenapums said
1f the government needs the land, the government is welcome to it
unt il they are throuzsh with it. They moved off guietly. Colonel Mathilas
was 30 lmpressed by this andimowing their moral rishts that he offered
to provide trucks to convey them to "hite River to £ ish, but this they
declined, saeying that was not their land, and the fish caught therefrom‘
couldnot be used for their religious purposes. They were i:sued pasaes,
permitting them to return at the accustomed time to fish, but various
river developments had depleted the s:tlnon run to the place, and
the passes were subsequently canceled because of saféty-security reasona,

Now these people coﬁtinue to occupy, &s thelr prineipasl village,
which it wes In the old days, the dem site selected and aporoved by
the Army ¥nzineers, kmown ss the Priest Hanids Dem site. To them the
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was known, 8ince time immemorisl, as P'na [Fish Weir]. This loostion,
end a location at Goyote Rapids they cslle d Moon [Water Swirl Place]
are historie to them, and the entire facific ﬁorthwsdt,txaaauaa here
was the seat of the birth of the lsst pure Indien religion. It expended
into Orezon, Northem aalifornia, Idsho, Montana end Brit ish Columbie,
and the residue of that religion, the Washahi 1s now observed widely.
Tre Priest fanids band of Indians are the descendants of the founder
of this rellgion, and one of them was treired for meny yecrs to be
the priest and leader. He 1s widely known throughout the “hahaptian
country in thety capacity.

The Priest Rapids site has become the last toe hold of o ccupancy
elong the Columbia River for the Wanapums beceuse of the Atomie Energy
Uonimission on the south, theé Columbia Basin to the east and the Yakima
i‘1‘,11':1.1'.1.3,.Ramgya to the west. *et in none of these developments have the
Indisns complained 6r made themselves objectionable, rhia has led to
them acquiring numerous friends who admire them.

This toe-hold they heve held, together with the one fishery in
thelr once wideapread land still capable of providing subsistence,
nanawish. Boughly the Wanapum territory extended from ﬁevarly uép
alon: the Cplumbla River, southward to Pasco, a distance of apuroximately
elghty miles, It included the Wahluke Blope, and even much of Crab Creek
where the Fish and Wila Life Division of the government T understand
is seekling to acquire 30,000 acres for a geme reserve .

‘he Wenapums have petitioned the government for near-by land and
protective mescures for their sraveyard at Ppiest “apids, but this has
become entangled in red tape pertaining to rights or non-richts,

Tnetir petition has been made to the ¥ghhington Congressional delegation,
4t is now evident that action favorable to them must come through
Coengressional legislation or Presidéntial proclamation. And it seems

not unlikely that this w111 be possible in the future beceuse mich has
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been done in & patient way to estebllsh , beyond reason of doubt,
thelr moral and other rights,

Morever in this small band, who long ago apcepted citizenship and
are willing to continue to do so, there is the idea with many people
that they sho 14 not be denied a small bit of the land of their ancestors
when the govermment , om trary to generasl wishes, continues to expand. 1ts
lend holdinga,.

it 1s noted that lately Gpv, Arthur B. Langlie hes sucgeated that the
state inveatizate the full posgibllities for development of the Priest
Rapids Pam site. That brings the alituation of & small band in occupancy,
even by adverse possession, but pevple who do not chose to interfer with
prozress, And thle 1s in sharp contrast to other Indisns who haw e opposed,
because of Trenty rights, development elong the Columbia Kiver,
,Whera are other agencles,including the Btate Power Comzission and the
Syont county Publie Utility ”1atr1ct, interested in acquiring & permit
for constructing Priest Ra-ids Dam. Now with the introduction of & bill
for construction of the John Yay Dam, for downriver, and other
hydroels etric proocasls, 1t 1is evident that the power lssue 18 & growing
me not only in the Horthwest but throughout the nation. Yet the “anspums
do not wish to take sldes in any "power fight." ?hey are intercsted
only in securing thelr rights, through legislatlon or other recource,
Morever they ere interested in perpetusting thefr old culture,the
last of all the numerous tribes 1in the northwest that is kept so
pure of interminzgling influences, They possess the last tule met lodze
a2 & dwellinz house a ong the Uoclumbia, and the last dug out canoe,

2y understend how they feel, their belief in brief is that 1ike

trees and vegetation which grew up each spring and eventually decsy
to go buack inte the dust of eerth, the Wanapums did likewise until after
lon~ cénturies the very esarth ls impregnated with the dust of their

ancestors.
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There genises 1s that the Crestop they reecognige, crested the land,
water, salmon and the people, by the power of thought. And he gave them
precepts to observe, *he selmon feast was one of these, t heir thankagiving
for food, “slmon and Columbla Mver water were taken at the fimpt
foods, around esch “aster, as Catholics mccept Hass and 89 Protestants
participate in Holy communian.

fheir cet ch of salmon at Yanawish or *he Horm , lsaat yoar, was so
limited that they did not have sufficient on which to subsist throughout
the winter, so for the first time in the ip knowledge, they had no salmon
feast. “ow that this fishing case has descended upen them, it has
@ greater impact than can be immedlatély understood, and the earlier it
could be removed, the easier they will feel. fn late yesrs I understand
their catch was from 60 to 130 saslmon for the season, less at ell times
than their actueal needs,

in a prolonged and intensive Study of these people, I have gained
muach Informstion, fhey refused to consult with ethnologists because they
have no liking for those who go up and down the river disturbing greaves,
e matter itself that is & zrave bresch of law, yet not enforced in this
state. *heir cemetory at‘gggé.ep Priest hapids, however 1is now
protected through proclamtion making it an offilciml ceme tery, although
dixging up of hap-hazard greves is as much of a violation. Thelr
scat tered groves on the “tomic “nergy Commission holdings, through
the fine cooperation of that Agenoy, sre marked,

I havemuch documented information ecncerning these people. #
considersble amount of this has been made aveilable to the Depsr tment
of Justice in connection with the Indian Claims cases, *he final hearings
in these cases, I anticipate, will ba held at Seabils or Portisna
this fell, instesd of ﬁashington. fna 1f sueh 18 in order, may I
sug~ 8t that the mepartment, by placing an observer at the hearings,
could gain muchinformation on Horthwest trives , fisheries, fishing
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conditions , tribes, chstoms, etce THis iInformation, I feel, would
be worthwhile In cvent of gredual succession of stste B ws to federsl
laws now regulatling Indian tribes that ere goverrmment werds at present,

%he land on whi¢h the Wanapums lived was included in the land ceded
by the commonly celle d Yokimes, in 18°6, am! enters into one of the nine
claims nowpending by that confedersted mation ageinst the United “tates
Government, Hence I do not wish to prejudice this one cleim in eny way,.

Horever, sufficice it to ssy, and this shculd be underscored;
ethnologiats and historlans working furiously , are palred off on one side
or the other now, gathering evidence. Bost ofthis 1s being quietly and
secretly dene and the general feeling cenerated is that they are
working for thelr colleges, universities, e tc, Hence it 1is obvious
that any inquiry as to the “anapums, 1f made, mizht or mifght not elieit
en impertial reaction,

During e part of the hearing in Yekima last sumwer I was qualified as
an sxpert ethno-historlen. However the "anapums and I have made it
clear to the government that meny Yakimas are part-blood “anspums now,
because thelr sncestors went onto the reaservetion in ye-ra past, and
consequently the government ceuld not throw out as large 2 s=ction
of the old Wanapum land as might be desired. aut the government is fair
and when the opportunity presents te meke a serious study, & feel they
will see 18 preperly. It should bs remembered there are ovey 800 of
these casses or claims now being heard throughout the entire United “tates
and that the hearings are heard by three com-issioners only.

I think I cen 8ecy that L have many friends among the Yek imes,
Including all those I know personslly who are tribal councilmen., Ihey
respect my honesty and fairness, and becsuse they know I ﬁ%deratand
the Indien beliefs and problems. In years past they asked me to
consider writing s book for them, *his I declined because I was working

on my beok for the “anspums, entitled Drummers end Dreamers of Priest Hapids,
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Anda I heve bsen given & publicetion contrect onm my book.
The Navajo Indlans appropriased $30,000 to subside a book written
sbout the yavajos by a priest, a recognlized scholar and author. ‘his was
necossary because no publisher would give & contract on it,

That a publisher has accepted YPummérs end Drermers mudt be an

indication, in times of high publication costs like these, that the
¥anapums, ebout which { have written, are & historic pecple. A manuseript
of that type is submitted by the publisher to"readers) specialists In
certain lines, who ere peld ¥50 or more for reading a manuseript.

if 1t 1s approved by them, 1t 1s then returned for editorlal board
sonsideretion,

I belleve the frct that we have resorted to no attorneys, end these
people are soc free of greed, decelt, etc.,is responsible for our
proaress toward final and absolute recognition,

I do not doubt that this will come to pass, in view of letters on file
in the Nationel ®rchives which I haw unceovered, which prove the
Wenapums did not recognize ‘akime chiefs, chiefs of eny kind, and were
not represented at the Treaty of Walla ¥Wella called by Governor *saac
I. Stevens. “ut thelr religion, which existed before the white men
ceme to the country, is déeper proof of t helr inabllity to trest for
their jand, the Mgother Earth, and & rellgious right of & people is
en Mmericsn right,

1 em hopeful that with Fowr knowledze of the codes, snd the very
complex Indian situstion, thet yon may be able to 1ssue a directive
to permit these people to pursue their quest for food fish st
Wanawish. It should be kept In mind that t his right will, 1a ltself
dle out beccuse the children of the Wenapum men, would not be entitled
to these fishing rights at “snewish. It would be but & matter of years
before the old men are too old to fish, end the fow young ones mipght

not persist there when death limits tHe smell band to an -even
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smaller number tisn now,
fo expedite this, Y could provide you with a 1list of the men
and ages, of those entitled to fish at Wmiawish, as they have done
since time beyond history.

Some of these men who refuse to enroll {mot upon my edvice but
hecause 1t 18 sgain#&t thelr principlss of free enterprige) are morried
to enrolldd women, their children are enrollkd, end the dsughter of the
he d man himself 1s also enrollsd,

In the csse of the Y“asnawish fishery I should think thet this
would be & point in favor of amending the cods., These women do not
f£ish, the chlildren are too small, and the men, who are not enrolled
are not permitted to fish on ‘akima sites. ‘hese women end child ren
gre entitled, by directive I understand, to fish , but where are they
to procure thém for subsistence?

I know you cen depend, us in the past, thet tie fish would be taken
for food and sscramental purposes alone.
I heve written at t his length in en honesl endeavor to seek an
ad justment witheut further delay. # long delay wduld be unnecessary,
simply because the s slmon have passed for this season. I shall be
grateful to rececive your comments, sssurances or = statement that
nothing 18 possible for theze péople, Were the latter the case, these
peocple tell wme they would want to pursue the same cowpe ss in former years

which resulted in enactment of Hcuse ﬁill Ho, %27, But we have

always dlscovered that the frank discussion of a situetion leads to
an understanding of theece unusual people with an unusual faith end
an unusuel way of life. #nd such requests are peointedly toward
security of a destitute people in s vallay rieh with produce, and
even where splmon are 8tlll asvailable. *his keeps theftr welfare
needs te & minlmum and it was only a reaSonablg short time ago that

they, throwgh desperstion, were compelled to accept any form of
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welfere. Even the head man of the Wanepums, now 76 years old, a men whe
hes worked fifty-four years for one hop grower, refused to apply for
0ld age pension when he became handlcepped throusgh rheumetism. I personally
int4rceded 30 he could have a small bit of security. People like that,
who do not feel thst the world, and our government, owes them a living,
are becoming incrersingly rare.

And mey I inject another thought, these people, end in fact many
other Indians have long been dependsnt for thelr sole income upon
agricultural labor, However compstition has Increased in this field be-
cause of the importation of Hexican-ﬁaticpals and other fl1-1d4 workers
in recent years, This of course results in a shorter earning psrioed

each season with a conseguent lower income. In years past seascngl
employmeént, reculated to an sextent by the weuther,wss unbroken once

1t commenced in the spring., Now there are long waiting periocds, brought
about because of a surplus of Yarm lebor from imperted socurces, hpg 4
know of no documentary evicence of hervest loseses becsuse of & labor

get these aiv's

shertage, Hather there are surpluses of numerous crops,
not available tr the “anampums, whey were, and still are, dependant upon
salmon, not only for subsistence but for religious purposes,

Por your possible reference 1 will cite a few of an extensive 1list
of references pertaining te the "anapums,

I have written in detall in the hope thet you msy Zee clear to make
some provision for rellef. I would be hgp py to snswer any speolfie
question in more detail, providing ciltestions and documentetions,

I have not yet eslled attention of the Oovernor, snd the Stace Power
ccmniseion, to the necessity of taeking recognijzance of the Fanapum
in connection with the enncunced plans for Priest Bapids ”am, but
intend to éo s0 a8 I bslieve it is now time for protective provisions

to be made., Even the Treaty Indians, displaced by Bonnevill Pam,

many years ago, have not yet been provided with in lieu home sitesi
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A Fgy gitetions of primary, ethnologicsl value oénlys

James Moomey, 14th Annual Report Burssu of Ethnodogy , Bt. 2, p.735

Defines Wanapums genermlly, ssme volume contains chapter on Smowhals,
the Dresmer religion snd P'me [Priest Rapids], ¥ashington, @o ernment
Printing Office, 1896,

Dr, F.w, Hodge, Hendbook of American Indiens North of Mexico,

pt. 2, p. 614, Washington, 1910, [Dr, Hodge, former director of Smithsonian
I~stitutdgneditor of Curtis' 20 vol. edition, The Americsm Indisn and
guthor of more books and publicat!ons on the American Indlan then any
other writer, has written the introduction for my menuseript, Drummers and

Eraamﬁrs l .

John R. Swanton, ‘he Indien “ribes of North America, Smithsonian

Institution , BAF Bulletin 144, p. 448, [Swanton also locstes the Walla
Wallas, p. 4473 the Palouse, p. 438; the Sinkakeius, p. 441, and the
Uolumbia 8inkiuse (or Moses! band), p. 470, which do not overlsp the
Wanapum lendd.

Pepartment of Interior Census Offilce ﬁepq't on Indisns Teaxed armd
flot Taxed,. 11th Yensuas, 1890, Government Printing Office, 1804,
524 Cong. lst Bess. HR, Mis. Poc. No., 340, pt., 15, p. 12,

Sgmuel J, Drake, The “ook of Indians of dorth America, 1833 , p. 14,

Bokulks (ms Wanep ms were called by Lewis and Clark) estimated at 3,400
persons in 120 lcdges,

BF, McWhorter Collectlon, Washington State Colleze Library (§9W
being catalogued) gives Wenepum census , April 4,1940, es 36 people
and two head meri,

Ibid , Ho¥horter notes ",.. in 19308, 60 Indlans, mostly women
and children, three blind, one one crutches, one hunchbacked crippled

m&n.-."
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Apnended

Copy of House 111 No. 327

Photograph of sculpture I have maede of the head men, Puck Hysh Toot,
commonly known as Johnny Buck, for one of the illustrations for

the book, Drummers end Dresmers of Pries@;fppiﬁs.
e

clipving concerning the book,

Miscellaneous c¢lip Ings,



