Fort Vancouver, «.T,

April 27th 1856

I have the honor to forwsrd charges agsinst B Major .0,
Haller 4th Infy and VYapt E.0, ¢.0rd brd act his coadjutor, w th
his charges anainst myself and comments thereon with a reque:t
that the whole matter be investigated thoroughly.

I present them In a tangible shape for immediste Investimst ion,
undertaking the harvest part ordinarly tho! not in this case to prove
a necative.

Very “aspectfully
Your Most Obt Servt,
3.J. Rains
Major 4th Infantry
To lst Tieut. R. A rnold
Ald a a.a. adb. general
U.S.A,

Present
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editor of the Oregonian at Portland O. Iy and that before making his
official report, an account of his engagement with Indlians on or
about 6th of Qctober last, thus forestalling public opinion, ‘his
at Fort Dalles, 0.T. on or about the 12 th October 1855
G.J. Rains
Ma jor 4th Infy
Yomdy Col. R and Puget S
District
To 1st charge and specif
1st Lieut Jno Withers, Rigt 2 4th Infy and act. adjt
1st T.i1eut E.H. Day 3rd Aot
The order itself on record and accompanyling papers
For 2nd charge and specif,
Captains H.D. Wallen and Tiexk D A 2?7 4th Infy.
Lst Lieut E.H, Day, 3rd Infy.
2nd Lieut #, Gracle gr 5th Infy.

wm Farar? U.S. Attorney Oregon and accompanying papers

riistory of the facts

For the first specification and first charge lies the immediate
cause of thelndian war, for the militsry falling to go and make
inquiry as ordered, into the deazth of persons sald to have been
murdered (tho! then there was but one named Mattice) requiring but

a day's march out of their course; indian agent Bolon went alone was
injudicious in his threats, tho! suffered such as to leave
the Roman Yatholic mission some 3x 4 miles ; where he was undertaken
by a few Indians , some 3 or 4 miles, and still threatening to bring
the military upon them, he was there killed and the Irmd isns gathered
their forces for war.

The 1st specification 2nd charge speaks for itself  -=-



B,Maj. Haller having called for a court of inquiry and thet having been
ordered by the Comdg Genl of Dept. it was.supposed the subject would
be fairly dlsposed of, but that court from the major's own acts
instrumentally has never:convened. ‘he charge is therefore presented in
specificastion
For the 2nd specification, 2nd charge the officerm of the expedition
G,

feeling themselves aggreived appointed Lt, “racie spokesmen who

Informed the major that they had determmired to publish a counter
statement as to the reported author and therefore first desired to
know if he wrote it ‘e answered "he did." The manuseript wes seen when
in route for publication by “apt. "allen and the Editar Dryer
acknowledged to District “ttorney Farrar [?] that Bvt, Major

Haller wrote it.

Didof 1853

Charges agalinst B. Major Haller, 4th Infty.

Charges and specifications preferred against “revet dajor “Granville
0. Haller, captain 4th “nfantry,

Charge 1st"Neglect of Duty,"

“pecification-In this that “revet “ajor G.0. Haller Captain

4th lnﬁantry having received a dispatch for Lieutenant E.H. Day
3rd “rtillery commanding a detachment in the field and having received
Instructions from hils commanding officer Major ¢,J. Rains 4th
(nfantry commanding the Columbis “iver “Bistrict to send the said
dispatch to the said (Lieut, Yay) as soon as practicable, did fail
and neglect to forward said dispatch. ‘his at Tort Dalles 0.T. on or
about the 19th of September, 1855,

Charge 2nd Misbehaviour before the enemy by making an(éz

unnecessary, disorderly and shameful retreat.
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Specification-In this that Brevet Ma jor Granville O, Haller
a captain of the 4th “egiment U.S. Infantry being in command of a
detachment of U.S. Troops in the Yakima country about 40Omiles
north of the Palles of the Columbia O.T. and in precence of hostile
Indisns did wt thout necessity shamefully abandon his position and retreat
in disorder from the presence of the enemy did throw away and abandon
his artillery, to wit, one mountaln howitaer and when re enforced by
a detachment of 40 men and a howltzer and no longer pursued by the enemy
did continue to retreat in disorder, till he had crossed the Columbis
River and reached Fort Dalles,
fhis on or about the 7th day of Yct. 1855/
Charge 3rd "Violati&g—;} the 292th paragraph of the “enersal

Regulations of 1847 for the “rmy--

Specification--In this that Brevet Major G. 0. Haller, Captain

4th lnfantry did make a report relative to the march and operations
of his command for publication In the Oregonian a newspaper published
in Portland, 0.T.

This at Fort Palles 0.T. on or sbout the 6th of October 1855 and
within one month after the termination of the campaign to which 1t relates
to wit, the campaign against the Yakima Indisans,

Charge and specifications agasinst

Edward 0.C. Ord, 3rd artillery
Cherge 1st conduct unbecoming s officer and a gentlemsn
Specification lst *n tthis that Capt. Edwd 0.C. Ord of the 3rd
Hegt of #rtillery U.S.A. did enter the mission house of the
Catholic Mission in the Ahtanum valley "ashington Territory on or about
11th of November 1855 and unlawfully before soldiers did possess
himself of apair of boots and other property belonging to the priest;

that as an officer setting example to sacking the priest's quarters

and that of the chureh by the soldlery which followed accordingly.



Specification 2nd *n this that Capt. Zdwrd. 0.C. Ord of the 3rd
Regt of Artillery at the Roman Catholic misslon house sm cified
on or sbouk the 1lth of November 1855 when his commanding officer Major
¢, 5. Rains 4th Regiment of Intantry and giving orders not to molest
any property belonging t o the priest or church except eatables did in
contenpt therefore continve to put on a palr of boots not his
own but the priest's and hdd some skins folded up not his own
property and &1 1 were carrieé away by him
Specification 3rd In this that Capt. E&, 0.C., Ord of 3rd

Regt. of Artillery in a newspaper production dated Vancouver W,
Janu'y 11 1856 published in the Yewlork Herald of 17th of {ebruary
1856 does assall ¢ his late commanding officer In violation of Par,
292 Gen'l ﬁeguhatiOns of the army in words following to wit:y" Oup
expedition went into the Yakima country some 800 strong about 500
volunteers snd 300 regulers # biz fight was expected but the commanding
o ficer of the regulars w-as by nature adapted for any thing but a partisan
chief. He marched about over plains and mountains, got iato rivers,
drovned some men lost alot of horses and mules , got iInto snows,
marshes and every type of scrape except a battle { the' there was

some chance of it} lost some of his party, bumed a Uatholilc
mission and then came in with about the most disrsusted set of young
army of ficers and wvolunteers that we have seen lately. No doubt the
ehiefis report to “ashington state that the expedition had produced
great moral effect, No young officer 1s asked for a %true report and so
that the truth is not told, it 1s considered wnmilitary to write to the
napers to tell the truth ‘out of schcol.' So much for fogy ?7

ield officers and dear people, you have got hardly any others.

The field officers of all the regiments except perhaps tthe recently

creet ed gg§§eyoung men are put In are g8ll old fogles; they are



to run ‘ndiens or ponies as to run down mountzins as Yenerel
2cott is to run into an enemy's sovt through a loop hole with due respecﬁ
o the general

Signed ¥ 0.C.0.

The seia Capt. E.D.C. Ord thus mlstleading the public and covetly
endesvoring toe cast public #iw odium upon his cammanding officers for
letting some of his party burn the Uatholic mission which he knew to be
false,

Charge 2nd Neglect of duty

Specification In this that “apt. E,0.C. Ord of 3rd “egt. of #rty when
ordered by hiz the commanding gen of Department of the Pacific to +

re port to Major Bains to toke the field for active service against

thd Yakima Indians in an order dasted Head 2nd ﬁept of the Pacific “enecis
§ct, 2¥th 1856 did jJoin at camp opposite Fort Palles on or about

30th Oct 1855 and did take the fie® with his compeny not in proper

condition for the campaign for the clothing for himself and company

C.J. Rains

Maj, 4th Infy. late comd. of the Yakima “xpedition

1st 2nd spec 1lst charge

Lieut Yeo P, Chrie 3rd Arty,

Wiy, Hugh &, Coldsborough of Olympia W.T.

Sergt Maj, Galbraith 4th infy,

Sgt Mathew Kelly of H Co 4th Infy.,

Pr Wichsel Brooky w "

Py fno Bowers

Pr Michael Howlahen of K ® B This man is satd to have rolled up
the skins for the capt,.

To 3rda Spec. The newspaper Wew lork *erald of 17th Feby 1856
10 2nd charge ‘and specif.

1



Charges and specifications preferred against Berevet
flej. G, 0. Haller, 4th Infy,
Yharge.. Jeglect of duty
Specification: In this that Prevt. Hgj, G,0, Haller 4th Infantry
at Fort Palles 0.7, on or about the 19th of September, 1855,
did fail to forward to Lieut “ay of 3rd “egt. of Briillepycomnanding
& 44 men and one mountain howitzer Iin the field on the immigrant trall
in route to the Valles 0.T., & letter forwarded for that purpose with
instructions to be sent on as soon as practicable; altho'! he Bmt. Wig 5,
G.0. Haller 4th Infy had reason to believe it was an important order
from %ajor Rains comnanding officer of the district calculated to
check hostilities and preserve the peace of the country thus
evincing en Indlfference hereto.

“harge«-end~-Conduct unbecoming au officer

Specifications 1st In this that Brvt. Major 6.0, Haller 4th
Regt “nfantry on or sbout the 7th of October 1855 about 40 miles
north from Yort Dalles “akima country however deserving of credit
otherwise, did improperly dispose of a mountain howitzer, the property
of the United “tates and with his forces did shamefully abandon in

precipltet e retreat the whole country north of Fort Vaik s to the

hostile Indians putting the Columbia “iver between himself and the
enemy, tho' having received a re-inforcement under Lieut Day of
gome 40 men of artillery sad sother mountain howitzer, and tho' not
pursued by any of the enemy within 25 miles or more from thet Fort beamki
sought as hils place of safety, which proceding around the whole
Indian country for war with the Upited States.

Specification 2nd *n this that Brevt Maj. G.0, Haller # 4th

“egt of Infantry in violation of parggraph 292 general regula tions
of 1847 for the army, did and for publicsztion In a newspaper, to the



Additional

Charges and speclfications proposed against Capt. E.0.C. Ord 3rd
Arty.

Cherge Contempt and disrepect towards his commanding of ficers,

Specificet ions- In this that Capt. ¥.0.C.Ord of 3rd Regt of
“rtillery at Fort Dalles, 0.T. on or sbout 9th December 1855 did forward
covertly the following accusations sét forth iIn charges and
specifications against his commanding officer Major G.J. Rains,4th
Infy late commanding the Yakima Expedition thus allowing him no
chance to say snything in his defence, the same being untrue,derogatory

and malicious,





