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(L Cne of the most imxbrtant citrus growing areas in California
extends across Tulare county from north to south albng the warm foot
hills at an elevation of 300 to 1500 feet above sea level, Since

ranchers of the x111ey be"an 50 yearu azo to breal: up their
wheat fields to malke way f'or tree crops, c?trus fruits hgve Decn
a leading product of the county.
(\\The cool winters and hot-summérs of the valley combine to

produce early fruit vnlch ies noted for its high color, rich flavor

and 1on:-keeﬁing gualities, This frujt is ideal for sxport and
B ! : .
\ﬁfgrw .
as a result Tulare county has a larg in the export marlket,
L\.At the present time, approximately 40, OOO acres are devfoted

—
to citrus fruits, In round numbers, the acr age 'in the

principal varieties is as follows:; Navels, 25,000 acres; ﬁ_\
(]
Valencias, 12,000 acres; lemons, 1200 acres, and greapefruit, :

800 acres, iiscellaneous varieties, such ag limes, mandarine

~

oranges and seedling oranges make ur the remglner tbo ﬂcr 856
.G
(\ The acreage of citrlds fruit n renalned alr £ ccnst or

the past 10 years, but production has increased becauue‘ of .

imoroved cultural practices, lost of the increase has occurred since
1934 when the use of zinc as a fertilizerc was introduced,. For
example, the average yield of llavel oranges for the period from

1923 to 1927 was 143.9 packed boxes per acrej for the period from

1933 to 1937, it was 173,8 packed boxes}per acre, and the average.
yvield for the three years since the use of ziﬁc becgme general

(1935, 1936 and 1937) is 194,7 packed boxes per acre,



ad one%@odern citrus

L_:btal production for the c ounty has xaggR ranged betbween
5,000,000 and 9,000,000 boxes for oranges and 95,000 to
180,000 boxes for lemons, -

(:hCitrus fruits have returned more money to the county than
any oﬁher crop in 19 out.of the past 20 years, according to the
Tulare @@unpy Board of Trade, The returns have fanged between

-

6,000,000 and /15,000,000 annually,
\6 It is fortunate that citrus fruits are adapted to a variety
of s0ils for this favored foothill area includes solls ranging {rom

sand to nheavy clay adobe. These wide wifferences in soils have made

it necessary to adopt cultural practices. to fit local conditions, <
This has been done so successfully ,that the county is noted for

B e R et S S e
the fine appearance of its orchards. d'{ - AtANEG '/l:)»“'-"a“é A wiA

\\(Citrus growvers of Tulare county are among the mosﬁfp?ogrbssivé
in thé state as shown by the fact hkhat several of the important
devoiopments in the industry have hgd their beginnings in
Tulare countye For example, the present program of reduced
tillage, the use of nonleguminous coier crops and the use of
zinc as a fertilizer were developed in this county.

- The latter practice which came into common use in ?ulaf
county in 1933, has spread to practically all other citrus producing
countries of the worlde. Tulare county was the first to make rzmEzZRE
extensive use of maturity standards and controlled the movement
of fruit to market by means of the Central California Citrus League
more than 10 years before the Célifornia-Arizona marketing

agreement was established, =
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The citrus grower of Tulare county has many dissicult
problems bu" he also has certain important advantages,

The Havel orange crop is early and reaches a desirable
market; the induétry is not as heavily capitalized as in the case
in many districts. The pest and diseases which rmust be controlled
are few and the meﬁhods used are relatively inexpensive,

Hany citrﬁs growefs are also producers of grapes and deciduous
fruits or are engaged in some general farm enterprise, This

f
diversification of crops has xtmbiizi stabilized iﬁcome and has
enabled many growers to vealize fair returns km even in the face-

F
of present low prices.

The outlooke for the citrus industry in Tilare county is good,
Prices are not likely to be high but the relatively low cost of
production, the propgressive type of grower engaged in the industry,
the conservative methods of operation and the oppdrtunity for

dive rsification promise to keep the citrus industry in first

place as a producer of revenue in the county.

v
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by ".E. Gilfillan, Tularse ?Uunty Farm Advisor

hank%ng second ;n.California in production of grepes Tulare
county has become knovm widely as a producer of hich q&ality table
Erape s, This has been due primarily to three factors-~first,
soil and climate; second, choice of a few good varietiesy thimd,
progressive growers and shippers; fourth, 20 years of efficient
enforcement of standg;dization or shipping insnection by tim
agricultural commissioner's office,

These are factors generally accepted as normal by Tﬁlare
cg;nty'residents but they are not foupd.in&all arease Togg ther,
they have been res?onsible for the development of an industry
of 62,436 acres 6f vineyard which, together with packing plants
and wineries, have a capital value of more than 17,000,000,
with a gross annual return of from &3,125,000 in 1934 to
6,190,000 in 1938, Back in the d ay of real prices, in 1921,

the raisin crop alone brought more than (6,000,000 with about

£
k4 |
- Y

—

(\There are more than 3100 ranches ?n Eularg;county that
producé grapes on a commercial scale, If we include grovers,
ranch workers and the employes of shipping and wine industries
and closely related commerciai activitieé, there probably are
9000 persons dependent upon this industry for a living,

It is quite generally scattered over the county and its
suceass or failure to show = profitable returns is felt in all

lines of business.

$3,700,000 for the shipping grapes, J AN Rpt] /ﬁgik ,bq14ijil#{-”'¢
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ad one graées

(\ﬁhile grape growlng was started on s comnercial basis in Tulare
county more than 50 years ago, the big development came in the
period‘1915—1925 when the acreage increased at the rate of 5000
aCIres a year, In the garly plantings, wine and raisin varieties
were most common, but in the plantihgs of 19151525 the Thompson
variety constituted 60 per cent of the total,

(hgéfter 1928, there was a distinct'let-down in'Thompson plantings
and 6006'or 7000 scres were pulled up, Plan?ings of table
varieties, chiefly Emperors, were heavy in 1920 to 1925 with more
than 2000 acres being started aach.year. Wine varieties, known
in those days as juice Erapes because prohibition was in force,
were expanded about 500 acres a year between 1920 and 1925 . Arter
a gquiet period of four or five years, plantings of grapes again
were increased, starting in 19335 and continuiqg to the pressnt time
et the rate of about 2000 acres a year. These recent plaﬁtin;s, Cf
mostly Thompsons and Emperors, are pyimarilyiplann$d for fresh A
shipment as table grapes, -\I % ’\,, ;\ : .f} ,q,f_/t/}i‘-‘ M G QAT K DA

The: raisin industry has been the major phase of our grape
~

r ~

deal, although it is now relatively not so great as in the early
dayse " Before 1915, raisin varieties made up‘75 per cent of the total
acreage, whereas today the figure is only 60 per cent because

of the extensive planting of table grapes ;ho§e past five years,

The center of the raisin industry is Dlnuba which has half the

-

acreage in the countya This district has been noted for its
Thompson Seedless plantings because of thé deep, sandy loam

s0ils there., - P duction runs from one to three tons of raisins

to the acre. 4

7~ more /

Ay



ad two ;rabes
In addition to Thompsons, the Sultana variety was used
extensively but it is not planted rmuch any more, There are,
however, still 2500 acres plénted prior to 1920, lMuscats raék
"second to Thompsons, there being 6500 acres, Hardly any

muscats were planted, however, after 1922 untll 1236 uhen 200

’ 7ol &
_acres were pubt. in. _4 Rt/ LR ﬁ: f 1 . (JI WAL

| Muscats, now, of course, Lré‘one of Tour *mnortJnt wine
grapes although it usually is clas ded as a raisin variety. In
addition to Thompsons, ‘mscats and Sultanas, thers are about 500
acres of Zante currants, These grapes, wheg dried, produce the amall
black cu;rant. In 1935, more than 100 acres were planted but
scarcely any since then, These used to bring about twice the
price of Thompson Seedless,

gaIn recent yearé, the production of raisins has been so0 lér;e
in relation to market demands that a pfo rate has been in force to
regulate marketing.  Although briéés a re low, between 550 X
and $60 & ton, this undstry had a gross income in Tylare county
of $2,615,0004 |

Wine grape varieties are produced in scattered plantings all

throéfﬁ Tulare county on.alngst 4000 écres; howvever, a very large
xtdinage of Muscats and Thompson Seedless also are used by wineries in
addition to the real wine grapes, Thé strictly wine grape acreage’
is made up of 1600 acres of Alicanti, 800 acres of Carignana,
350 acres ol Zinfandel and about 00 acres of other dark xaxiktims

varieties--Petite Sirah, lilssion, Mataro and Grenache. WVhite wine

grapés are few in Tylare county=-~less than 300 acres all t old.

G



ad three grapes

Probably the novel fdature of the wine grape deyellopment was

the large nprofit for a few years from the Alicante variety

Which was shipped east in 1920 to 1925 for home wine making,

hile not a superiorxgiaze ﬁine variety, the Alicante has lots of
color and was in great demand for coloring wines mad e in
:homes from Muscat and other wirite gra pes. About 1500 acres were
planed in this periocds - '

'?oday, wine'grapeé are pressed in three wineries in Tilare

county and in nearby wine counti%s. The ercp in 1937 brought
almost 800,000 which s ab ut f&e average return in recent years,

’

(;H The most interesting phase of the Tulare counbty grape industry
probabily is the rapid and continuous growth of the table grape type.
hile the production and shipping of fancy table grapes has been

important for the past 40 years, the wreal dev?lopment came after
1920 and by 1928 the acreage had doubled. ‘ After a decline in
planting from 1989 to 1934, there wa q'a locidgd increase and almost
1000 acres have been planted in recent yearss
Meoast important of table varieties is the Fmperor for which-
iul:§e county is famoue, This variety is produced to
perfection on the red soils of lixeter, Ivanhoe and Wgodlake,
About 85 per cent of all Emperors are produced in Tulare count:
R AR Vg it @
The Emperor is a lrge red to dark red g¥ape that looko
keeps-and ships well and has a good eating dualitys. Todﬁy there
are 12,000 acres,ﬁmﬁ about R@fzaex 2000 acres not yet in bearing,
in Tﬁlare county. Here is an instance where good 5011 and
Glimate are conbined with siperior farmihg,_and topped off
ith expert harvesting, packing and marketing to meke an
outstanding industry. It represents an iﬁﬁestmcnt of fé,OO0,000

and an eaverage gross income of 2 »000,000 with about 800 growers

involved,







‘edition grain production

é

by W.E., Gi1fillen, 5
: Tulare county Farm Agmmé MM&
Grain produstion in Tylare eounty is still one of the major lines
of farming desplte the vast aereage planted to more speeialized
frult erops in reeent years. Back in 1900, the egrisulture of the
county was predomimatedy grain production and old timers still
tell of the long lines of wagons drawn by four and six horse teams

carrying wheat to warehouses end reilroad sidings,

In those days, all farming and m cst town heuling was done
with horses and mules, Much of the grain and grain hay was used
locally to feed sueh work stook, Whabat was the ehief ecash erop
of the county farmers, lMost of the grain land was dry farmed then
as it is today,

The develcpment of irrigation usually b;-ought e change from
wheat or barley ¢ o same fruit erop,. H;nver, after 40 years of
frult, alfalfe and cotton development there still remains some
100,000 aeres planted each year to vheat, bar.:’Loy, oats and milo,
This eompares qulte favorably to m 120,000 acres 6f frult,
85,000 aeres of cotton and 60,000 aeres of alfalfa and ladino edover,

The fruit and cotton orops with their marketing and produstion
problems have tended in the past 20 years to cause most of us o
feel that gmin production always was and still is one of our
major agricultural enterprises, ' s

Teday, Tulare eounty is produeing 65,000 of wheat and 6000
of barley for grain plus 15,000 aores of oats, barley and wheat for
hay and ?000 acres of grain sorghum, The 19_38 crops hgd a total
velue of §1,093,000 even with the low prices, In 1919, when war time
prices still prevailed, the income from the grain crop emounted to
$2;500,000 the highest income In the history of grain produstion

9]
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ad one grain production L

Wheat always has been the chior grain ecrop of Tylare eounty,
Forty _Jears ago mmuch of the land now 4in ¥ puit ana vines was used for
wheaty, 1In those days, there was three times the preaent !
acreage Iz'z i‘lcé, half of our erop land u.u used foy whnf:,

.Today, most of the wheat 1is brodused on non=irrigated Jland
adjacent to Dueor and Terra Bella with a smalle r planting neap
Orange Cove, About the only change in wheat production has been
the use of tractors in plqc-o of rultes and horses and in the
varietles of wheat seeded,

Both these chengea have done much Lo Improve pm&.wtion.
Althoughrainfall is a deeiding faetor in wheat Thelds , the acroage
Yield has been increased so that the last three years show an average
of 18 bushels en aere, _ _

Wheat ranches are large, mmning from 160 +o three or four
thousand aeres, Much of the land is rented by local ranchers from
abaenteel_ lend lords some of whom live in eastern states and some
in Burope, Pernt usually ie one=fourth of tha erope While préﬂtn
have not been spectaoular since the war oera, wheat farming is a
reasconably sctable industry, "t prosent, wheat 1s l1imiteq by
the AAA program beeause of the lurplus in the Uhited S .ates and the
world markets, However, payments of 27 cents a buahel are made to
ranehers who do not. ov-rphnt;. These pamta offset, to a
conside able dogmo, the loss from redused BETreage,

Barley for grain alwajgs has been a less important erop then
vheat in Tylare county, Eho m has Pluet uatcd greatly,

From about 9000 acres in 1899, 1t inereased to 81,000 asres in 1919 and
has ainc. deelined until in recant _Years m less than 8 ‘
acres has been harvested for grain,

more



ad two grain production
' Barley as contrasted to dry farmed wheat freguently is

grown on irrigated land, Much of the barley is in small
Planting u,.ttorgd through the dairy and hog prgdueigxg areas
near Porterville, Tulare and Visalia, However, large dry farmed
plantings are also noted, Muach of the barley harvested for grain
1s fed to live stock on hog and deiry farms here, Large smounts are
also shipped into the eounty for this pur.pon'o_:. |

It is the basie live stock feed hers, taking the place
that corn holds in the middle west, Ay though mt{a ma Jor -nrop;
barley as grainm last year had & total value of $67,000,

Oats which nomunlly is & feed for work stock is no
longer of importance as a grain crop although about seres
are harvested each yesp, The use of trastors in plase of mles .
and horses has mede the use of ocats es a grain of minor importance,

Grain sorghum, echiefly mile, is a crop that is growing
in igportanco in Tulare county., From about 8060 acres baek in
1‘899! eoreage has expanded to about 8000 agres with a value ol
$150,000, lMost of the mile is fed locally to live stoeck, It ranks
next to barley as e source of live stock Teed niknxtkgxyninexdapanitng

¥ilo is primarily an irrigated erop, rarely being tried on
non=irrigated lends, It 1s pm&ueoq in small tracts of 10 to 50
aeres and in all parts of the county, often as a second crop on land -
from whieh barley or oat hny.eropl have been harvested,



ad three grain produetion

Improvement in quality of the sead both for heavy produection
and wmiform helght has been a big faetor in the increase in
acreags, D uble dwarf milo is the standard strain used here
and mach of it is harvested by the combine when formerly 1t was
cut by hand? Planted on good land in May and given three
irrigations, this crop can be expected to produce between 3000 and
2000 pounds of grain per acg‘..

Grein hay from wheat, - barley sr eats has for many years been
a most.:.mportm.t part’ of the grailn .f‘?nm.ng l?'stem in Tulare
o@ty. Ay one time, back in 1919, over 40,000 weres of smell
grains was cut for hay, Since grain hay was an important work stoek
feed its productlion has dropped off with the replacement of work
stoek by trectora. ) ;

Last year about 15,000' acres we re ouh for hay, TWhile
meh of this is used loeally, a considerable tonnage 1s shipped _
out as baled hay, Vhile barley and oat hay are preferred, some
wheat is cut for this purpose cach year and large acreages of
wheat are so harvested when lack of spring rains mekes %
grain production ummfm unprofitable, Today most grain hay is
baled at harvest time, Yields run fram ome Lo three t ons an acres

In addition to use of small grains for grain or hay ecrops,
reoent years have seen inereased use of barley and oats for winter
and spring pasture, The use pf green pastures in profitable meat and
dnliry production 1s now gemneially recognized, Bearley planted in
September or O,tcber mekes exeellont pasture from the middie of
winter until late spring,



ad four grain production
| . Oats end wheat also are satisfactory for winter and spring

feeds, Under the present AAA program, such pasturing is not
restricted, C:nsqquently, farmers have expanded materially
the acreage of grains used for_ pas bure, :

These three uses=-grain, hay and pasture, make small
grain production a very basie part of the agrieculture of
Tulare county, The fact that this c ounty is laown widely as a
fruit and cotton section is likely to eause many persons to
ovnrlooi the importance of our small grain farming,

Sueh farming always has been fundamental to Tulare county!s
agriculture, This eondition is likely to eontinue, -
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edition grapes .
. by VeEs G11fillen, Tulare Clunty Farm Advisor

Eanking second in Celifornia in production of grapes Tulare
county has become lmown widely as a producer of high quality }:abla
grapes, This has been r.}u. p;imrily to three factors--first,
soll and elimate; second, cholce of a fm'r good variofin; thisd,
progressive growers and shippers; fourth, 20 years of efficient
enforcement of standardizetion or shipping inspeetion by tihe
agricultural cormissioner's office.

These are factors generally acbcoptod as normal by Tulare i

county residents but they are not found in all areas, Toge ther,
they 1flavo been responsible for the development of an industry

of 62,436 ecres of vineyard which, together with pagking pi?ntl
and wineries, have a capitel value of more than #1'?,000,006,
with a gross annuel return of from $3,125,000 in 1934 to :
$6,190,000 in 1938, Back in the d ay of real prices, in 1921,
the raisin crop alone brought more than 6,000,000 with ebout
$3,700,000 for the shipping grapes,

There are more than 3100 ranches in Tulare county that
produce grapes on a éomrcinl scale, If we indlude growers,
ranch workers and the employes of ah:!.pping and wine industries
and oclosely related commercial activities, there probebly are
9000 parao_nl dependent upon this industry for a living,

It 1s quite generally scattered over the county and its
success or failure to show m profitable retufns is felt in all
lines of business,

more



ad one grapes

While grape growing vas started on a commereial basis in Tulare
county more than 50 years ago, the big development came in the
peried }915-1925 when the aereage mcrgaud at the rate of 5000
acres a year, In the early pPlantings, wine and raisin vamoti.:l_

were most ecormon, but in the plentings of 191661925 the Thompson
variety conmtutfd 60 per cent of the total,

 Arter 1928, there was a distinet let-dewn in Thompson plantings
and 6000 or 7000 asres were pulled ups Plantings of table
varieties, chiefly Imperors » WOYe heavy in 1920 to 1925 with more
than 2000 aecres being started ecach year, Wine varisties, Imomn
in those days as juice grapes becauu prohiblition was in foree,
were expanded about 500 acres a year between 1920 and 1925, Arter
a quiet pori-o_d_ of four or five years, plantings of grapes again
were lnereased, starting in 1933 and econtinuing to.the present time
at the rate of about acres a year, These recent plantings,
mostly Thoampsons and Emperors, are primarily plamned for fresh
shipment as table grapes, '

The raisin industry has been the major phese of cur grape
doal although 1t 1: now relatively not so great as in the early
days, Before 1915, raisin verieties made up 75 per cent of the total
n-emgo; whereas today the figure is only 60 per cent because "
of the extensive Planting of table grapes these past five years,
| The center of the raisin industry is D'muba which has half the
aoreage in the eounty, This distriet has baan noted for its
Thempson Sooélou Plantings because of the dnp, sandy loam
®olls there, P duction runs fram ome bo thres boms of raisins
to the acre,



ed two grapes :

In addition to Thampsans, the Sulbana variety was usafl
extensively but it is not pleamted much any more, There are,
houve-r.; st11l 2600 acres planted prior to 1920, Husecats rank
second to Thompsons, phora being 6500 acres, Hardly any
miscats were planted, however, after 1622 until 1936 when 200
acres were put in, _ |

Muscats, now, of course, are ome of our important wine
grapes although 1t usually is classed as a ralsin variety, In
addition to Thampsons, il!tugztt and Sultanas, there are about $00
acres of Zante ourrants, These grapes, when dried, produse the small
blaek currant, In 1935, more than 100 acres were plln_tod but
scarcely any since then, _'I’hou used to bring about twice fho
price of Thompson Seedless,

In recent years, the produstion of raisins has been s0 large
in relation to market demands that a pro rate haa been in foree to
regulate marketing, Although prieces a re low, between §50
and SQO e ton, this undstry had a gross income in Tylare sounty
of §2,615,000, \

Wine grape varieties are prodused in --oattor?d plantings all

through Tulere eounty on almost 4000 aeres; however, a very large
tonﬁago of lMuseats and Thompson Seedless also are used by winerles in
addition to the real wine grepes,. ‘I'h.o strietly wine grape aoreage
is made up of 1600 sores of Alleanti, 800 acres of Carignena,

250 aeres of Zinfandel end ;bout acres of other dark Taxtking

- partonBeRsRetlts Mlauh, NWiasben, NMEANE G0 OOERSENE,  Waite wine

: grapes are few in Tylare county-=less than 300 acres all told.

more



ad three grapes
Probably the novel feature of the wine grape development was
the large profit for e few years from the Alicante vartety :
“Which was shipped east in 1920 to 1925 for home wine making,
hile not a superiorxzimfs wine variety, the Alicante has lots of
color and was in great demand for colering wines mad e in
homes from Museab and other whlte grepes. About 1500 acres were
planed in th.*}.a period,
Today, wine grapes are pressed im three wineries in Tulare
county and 1n nearby wine ecounties, The erop in 1937 brought .
almost §$800,000 which is ebout the average -retum in recent years,
The most interesting phase of the Tulare sounty grape indistry
probably is the rapi‘ti and contimious growth of the table grape type.
While the preduction and 3h1ppigg of faney table grapes has been
important for the past 40 years, the real development eame after
1920 and by 1928 the aoreage had doubled. After a decline in
planting from 1929 to 1934, there was a decided increase and almost
1000 acres have been planted in recent years, |
Moat importent of table varieties is thi_kperor- for which
Tulare eounty 1is famoues, This varitt;r i3 produced to :
perfection on the red soils of Lxetor, Ivanhoe and Vgodlake, :
About 85 per cent of all Emperors are produeed in Tulare ecounty, .
Tae Bmperor is a lngs red to dark red grape that looks well,
keeps and ships ytll .and has a good eating quality, Today than'u
are 18,000 acres,xaR about 200zmex 2000 aeres not yet in bearing,
in Tulare county, Here 1s an instance where good soil and
climate are umﬂ.ned with superior farming, and topped off
with expert harvesting, paeking and marketing to make en | .
outstanding industry, It represents an investment of $¢,000,000
and an average gross income of $2,000,000 rihh about 800 growers
involved, |

more



ed four grapes _ :

While Emperors mai:o up two=thirds of the, table grape
vnriaty; thege are important varieties, Tlr:wre are 3500 acres of
White Malagas, once the leading table grepe, but no lemger
very profitable, Hardly any planting has been carried on since
1925 and several thousand aecres of Malagas have been pulled
or top worked, : .

Two new varieties, the Ribler, a large ﬂm‘blaek grape , and
the Red Malaga, or Molinera, a brilliant red .grapo,. have taken the
place of the old "ite Malaga, There are todey about 1000 acres
each of these warieties, They are grown and handled in mech

the same manmner as the Hmperors and in the same distriets,
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