Wilbur--indians ..Cattle .

Fg her " 1bur recommerded to the commissioner of Ipdian affairs in
1872 tha if the remaining installments of money due the Yakima nation
ud er treaty co 1d be Invested in cattle a herd could in a short time
be accumulat® d that would yleld an annual revenue greater by far than all
the money paid by the ;coernmente He reparted that the cost of r aiing
a cow or steer three years old on the rangs is not as much as to
feed domestic animals a year, on settlement and near th® resevation
and that cattle, could not fall to make the whole nation financially
indeperdent in a few year s,

¥ 1bur wrotes ®nipes at The Palles in 1882 that Indians called
11 head of Snipes cattle for beef and éredited the@ia édde dso0
®rnagasad $206 to Spipes grazing account. Snipes grazing bill tothe

r eservation in Jyne, 1882 was ¥989 and c a®bOfied b Miea@EACd@doddd he
was al lowed ¥30 for steers, five years old amd $25 fo r three year oll
steers,

“hen R.H. Milroy t ok over the superinterdency of the agency
in 1885 em the I, diandcattle herds were incr asing, he notifed
Snipes thet his grazing contract with the a gency expiredJu 30,
1086@0 1885 amd t her ewas much oppositio to renewing it.

‘helrdians met in council in 1884 and agreed to r enew the contract
provided it was paid qua: terly or semi-annually in advance ,

Other catt e of s ettlers wre ranging on re servation land and the
government ordcr«d the Indiaﬁs to drive them fromthe reservation and
charge the cattlemen $1 a I ade “ame cattlemen wer not only using the
reservation , free, ut were ab@ng taxes WyL from the counties
By 1887 the Indians decided that a1l stock owned by white settlers should
be moved from the reserve becaus they never received any benefit fram
money paid to the departmert for t he pasturage, money they believed

they we re entitled to.
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the Y& ima Lydians went Into the cattile business in increan; numbers ,
they started as ca cooperat® in 1931 with 500 head and bui t up to
4,200 in five vyears. Coopera.ive sales were started in 1934, 600 to
1,000 hes d be ing sold annuallye, When drough canditions

hit the Indian rnges in North and South “jzkota they took sb6p

OPahddhers dd 1,525 head of stock ag star ted returinit, 500 had a

year when the ranges improved,



IndianS ..

Tom McKay ran ca®@®ld as high as 1,700 head of cattle on the
reservation with Meyer and Bourds under the TK brand and they
were sSo wild that the c owboys had to build a high log corralf to
hold themwhen roundup time came Frank Hartman, who operated a butcher
shop at f'oslyn was also & partner aml got a fourth of the cattles

_hey were fattended at a.ton after the roundup and thentaken on
ove r Oad@dad Snoqualmie to Peattle,



The Indians and cattlemen had many things in common--horses and the
know-how Ito ride them, a life in the blig outdoors @06 where they wrested
a living and a 00AOEENO battle against the @lemaNRSyOHE0H O d0mbBdAd
edagaaaedagiaddadaadadstngdb fiodagOddaadddrd elements that lasted many
months. There were fine, spring days that the c8&83emeatafdodgdda nd0
cowboys and the River Pgople enjoyed, alike and brisk I, dian summer
days in the fall. Put there was a hot 8Qfmer sun?ngtinging sand whirled
along DR0CHedO@OAC&DAAAd in penetrating clouds 09 during the summer and
the biting wind of winter or an lcy stillness that spread over the
A acres of quiet land in the winter.

put there wa. one thing they did not share and share alike--the
land itself,

TH® Smo-Wha-Ia's people did not till the soil, bdkadbd0OERe08&BGH
their Mother Zarth. They would not A080&6dheddDEHERMOEEAAEHASEDA
B dRdiald OfiRe O¢ Aff t30dOLAD doted bhadOdhda0nPpaedgydofPdPdadbalddodpadec scar
the tender skin beneath which she heid the food roots offered freely to
all. Cattle were a part of the newOcDED® civilization that theUPgapde o
0a030td® Deddd Prophets of long ago had warned the people to shune
dpaohoredsd apdOdAeDePdnteadnegoaese d8antod 6dt060d0d0andaQd hang 0a géo
0d0dettvd0¢hdOge dpied
BO8AU “nd, even in later years no Wanapm could save enough $06 money
afte  buylng food, clothes and fuel to buy land ard stock it with
cattle.,

Horses were diffsrent. They were sent to the Indians long age,
witnesses were left

to s erve the people. Sometime, in the long ago their wibAess8x6L&4dQ&Hd0
on the Sacred island at the home village of P'na, witnesses in

the form of stone images to show that it had been that way.
“e0@RdAd dhed ALA0OHNAGABdquAaAaa 6 i ad g¢ ingdaitceahal ¢ORAOA

Too 8paDETR0SBAEEBA G 0RBERRDAB Y0 a BB ABABECB iEL8 T hbAR B0 se®

8¥ ‘lhe old Spanish custom used in California and lexas A



raising cattle without fences and without growing feed for them,

was well suited to the N,rthwest and its limlitless land, ®6&0RETARODO
@DAGA bunchgrass aml water. “YhedOfpdd 6aOdAadeddtRPawdodod arsdndaga The
f0daéddd miners who overran the country just before the sixties created

a demand for red beef o The demand for stock af ter the :'O.CD Civil war
added another impetus to cattlemsn.

;he first stragglers of the hooves that were to beat down the grass
land and help trod the Indian underfoot appear d in the NOrthwestlong
befare the miners and the days of t he h omesteader. ¥hen the Spaniards

Olde occupied Nootka Sound they introduced black stoc;,k from Célifornia
and Fidalgo brought cattle and other livestock to Neah Day befoere
Lewis amd Clark ceme down the Coldfit@d Chia -Wana.Other stock came in
from the Sandwich islands,@f® “alifornis aml Mexico. The Hudson's

Bay company had stock &t Vancouver & qusrter of a century later
and cattle also 86 made their apuearance 1in the Colville country.

:‘he Yakima I,dlans obtained thelr first stock a quarter of & century
before the first cattlemen migrated nar th 904BibaHdGI@RddtddRt to the
open range with bands of st ock and the ear ly mission@ settlements
were also stock minded but none of this was for the Wanapums,

The salmon that crowded up the @ Sig River p@stl to Priest Hapids,
wlild game, roots and berriles provided their natural food , given by
Ngim-Paip , the creator and they asked nothing more.

By the time of t he Yakima w@P Indian war, 1855-56, there were
100,000 head of cattle in the ¥alla Walla country and the& was 15 year s af ter
tne Yakima war chief, Kamiakin had gane to Vancaiver to trade far
cattle to rangs in the Yakirma valley, west of the Rjiver (P6d@@dd People,

0 égeadaen
The bluecoated soldiers rounded up many “ndian cattle during the war

and slaughter d them for food and the warriors, constantly on the

move and frequemntly feasting and dancing , killed much of their stocke



But ®mo-%ha-la ard his folliowers were people of peace as well as
strict adherents to nature, and 08dGHAAOLEd: AAAQIBRHAI war dancingf
and feasting wers not for them. "hen the pum-pum drums 80Q0Adsd
drubbed at Priest Rapids, “nhite Bluffs or Uadddaildd down by the Snake
river, they tDUrbdAdcul thumped out a religious dance.

Then came the w®@Hd&HA overland Q6G@A6&d march amd thousands of cattle
came into the country across the plains with the -nestors., The
cattlemen needed land, and plenty of it and ti® slopes along the
Columbia in the Wanapum country , the Moxee,B8Ad Yakima vaDQegR
and Kittitas valleys and the hills end vales to the south 604688 Q
had what they neeced and what the stock thrived on.

“he miners DAAGHHOSErfBdd on the Fraser and in the Cariboo needed
beef and the overland drives started, delivering m at on the hoof .
“ome men went into the bwiness, determined to make & fortune while
the grass he.id out and cattle ranged on a thousand hills until
the wor st winter in the Nyrthwest history sGuBR struck and st80dd held
its hold while animals floundered in the snow, settled there and 1R0
ate the ir tails in desperation until the snow and IBém. ice melted and
left the ranges littered with skins stretched over bones,

The loss was devastating. 0,608 O0DA6EALEHAVak0#BA0d Ja1RaObdBd of
yoad
0f 10,000 head on winter pasture ifi 00 in the Walla Walla country
less than 1,000 were left and the loss was extended all over
Central and Eastern Washington,0Idadod Op€@dd the cow country of

Oregon, Idaho and the LVeer lodge and Bitter Hoot v alleys of MOntana,



Before the icy bladddgdodtaod@adchid blasts struck amd brought
snow tha@Odadomedddd started to melt beneath a warm chinook wind
when f6A6danAe@dandidaddd the cold returned to glaze the whole country
and other snow fell thers were three head of livestock to each person
in Oregon and “ashing ton---@vérd nearly 110,000 cows and oxen.
Yhe mOA&SAdAAOBRAAdDdD8ad0aNdeMiHde Bolse and Owyhee mines were
drawing on the range lands for cattle and everything looked rosy.
After that only a few brave-heartsd stockmen returmsd to t® pdAgev
the range. The other s took up farming and bullt barns t@dproteroddiadas
8bdokd to motect thet stock and grew feed to save against the rigors of
0908 winter. However, many of them , encouraged by the strength of |
the few brave ofiedQd ones and tempted by the wide open range t hat
still existed and a chance for a big clemup, returned to raising cattle.
Overland drives and steamboats took the sd6dRddiwdldhd bhd bellowing
}:Eerds through the heart of the Indian country. ‘he Blackfoot country to
the east was added as a market until 1867 when the s tockmen suddenfly
found those areas were producing their own beef."ithin two years,
the drives to the mines were halted bG8 because they too were overstoclked.
Dan Drumheller & %Walla Walla who went to the Frasier river with
500 head of steers, Ga&2AgBheOmOdpdaddagotié found no market until
he sold them for $75 a head t60Ugd Harper, an old friend, with the
promise he would bring no mor e moBthO north. Years before the
walla Walla cattleman hed told Harpér where he could procure a thousand
head for ®6,000 . Harper bowht the stock,drove them to the minesin the
north and = 1d them for ‘f‘lO0,000.



fifser the golden bubble had exploded, the stockmen found s ame
relief by supplying marle ts in Western Washington and Ike Carson
drove 200 head of stock over Spoqualmie pass to Pyget Sound in 1868.I
A year later J,seph Borst drove a large herd across the Cascades to the
coast and the way to the west side trade was opencd. by 1875 the .
Yestern part of the s tate was purchasing %200,000 worth of beef each
season from cattlemen who ranged their herds on the Indian lands ea st of
the Cas ades and in the Columbia Pasin.
‘_Deef canning entérprises sprung up and f lourished for a time, finding
a good outlet in -':\ngland for the Hastern Washington and Oregon
beef but the irdustry failsd when :‘h.’wago and bastern points started
supplying the British Isles viith fresh beef,Then came the demand fram
M;ntana,ﬁﬁaoﬂo Wyoming amd Nebraska for st®OR range stock and
cattle kings by the score GAQ4RBIYA were born overnight .
Another winter setback, more determination tocarry on and the
cattle industry headed into its last era before the open range was
closed and ther anges were grazed off to the ground by the
inc reasing herds of cattle, horses and sheep,

TRed 6dede40¢od 1 At Adedem 8

when the cattle were herded out to the M“ntana country OHO§Owehe
Pyd @vé there Wopd0E@AOdrdtOSOED] Dkddd was a choice of t wo route s.
One was narth fram %alla Walla to t he Snake river am over the old
Mullan trail that crossed at the old Palouse home village ,
passed throughthe Spokams valley and across northern Idaho. *he
0tdeiOw@dd southern route over & part of the old Ngz Perce trail led
through BolseCity. F,fteen thousand head of cattle from Oregon am
10,000 from Eastern and Central “ashington r@vddddd were @ moved over
the trails in 1880,

Lang and Ryan assembled the greatest herds from the cow countries

of tiB west to move eastward in the smring of HHB0dAXIHKDNHdyedr ,
thapdodeeQd 27°



BB 24,800 head that wintered in the Yellowstone in 1881 and then
moved on east in two herds, driven by 120 men with a string of 800
orses. They went eq:uipp d with 40 wagons ad plenty of loaded

rif les. Many of the cattle were gathered north of the Snake in

the Columbia basin for thse start of the trip, others came from Idaho,

4 few years later when the Northern Pacific came to the N rthwest,
traversed the golumbia basin and the Yakima cauntry , it p-uﬁdﬁﬁec‘o
brought a new way of life for the cattlemen but didn'y immediately
end the @0drcddd overlaml drives, Train shipments to the cast
amounted to 35,000 head oc cattle, 3,500 horses ard 25,000 sheep |
when the stock cars started to roll over the mew rails
and a short time later the Yakima valley alone sent out close to 50,000
head of cattle to Montana aml Middlewestern markets, bringing $9 a head.

Doodghét Youth af@o0@. a hard winter and overstocked range swept
Montana cd&X@0 ranges nearly clear of cattle at the height of the

m ovement but they recover.d their losses and within five year s
the movement from Washington into M Hdmed M ntana and Yakota was
60dadndgd climbing to another high, 100,000 head.,

The railroadsf , which hauled cattle, horsesa sheep one way
brought wettlers the other and settlers brought fences to teOdang e
the ranges where the stockmen were driven to a last refuge
with the Indians, fhe stockraisers turned to the purchase of
raillroad lands to fence for pasture and alfalfa came in®d0dReéd on the
sage brush lands 88d6H6Qs6dotneRdPdudhdOdard before the arriwml of
t e :‘ay Ninetles, as the stockmen fought far their lives, Many tur ned
to wheat afidd0ddtdd farming and fruilt growing and some to dairying.
Another cold win ter that snowed no mercy to cattle or horses
was a crowning BDE@}d blow when coupled with the hard times of 1892,
The cowboy was relegated to the doom of t e bison and the blanket

Indian gnd it was a double blow, because, many Indians were top riders
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for the cattleman who took over the ir landse The cattle industry
reached its peak by 1890 ami declined swiftly although not
permanently because there wop@0B®Iddd was still land and feed and
wide open 4POA0O BPHdE®BE Spaces in the "est., Remodeled to & modern
pattern, it took its place among the blg industries of JéR@dwe sd
that developed with settlement, agriculture amd horticulture,



‘he carboys of the Northwest used single rigs in contrast to the
double rig outfits of these in Montana and Wyoming and while
they adopted some of the words fram the Southwest like
bronco, loco, rodeo, corral, lariat, ranch, dogy and horse wrangler,
they gave some them a different pronounciati on than the Spanish.

:'hey wore leather boots in the summer without the high heels.

0aad Oc Brke ARA0.F@dgd PO ERE 006g
I, t e winter they had buffalo-skin boots widhdfhedbapdanedde that came
half way up the calf of the leg and the hair was turned inside to
kept them warme The hats were just plain hats, not t e 1l0O-gallon
variety and in the winter time the Eastern Washington riders
used a Gedodde hunter-style hat with flaps that kept their necks md
ears warnme

“hepaoeameddatdo ased 1484 rChaps were worn ® ly by the far-traveling
cowboy who came into the N rthwest b@A because the sage brush
didn't tear and rip like the chaparral in “alifornia and ©R the
b'ou!:l'n::esxtz. Guns were seidom carried because it was easier to kill
a beef than one of the plentiful deer and the Indlans were peacegble

Yhen the snow trapped a band of cattle the cowmen put leggins on
the ir hopdedea@inidy horses, using gunnysacking ard leather so they
could bresk trail A0 without cutting the animsls on the snow crust.



Bunch grass wasn't the only feed tha®d@h@c that filled out the
frames of the beef cattle.lhere was r@d0gPaed(dedvand dRINARAGEA wi 1d
rye, several kinds of slough grass, alfilerie, willow, broom sage, grease-
wood, willows ard the spreading acresof white sage on the rich land
that later wdBp was reclaimed by the plow.

The white ¥ sage @rdvad still grows @BdandOdhe (QEADAABAAGORACDLE
®8d@dde& d shoulder high around the tule ™m® ma: house of t.he‘ Last
Prophet of the P@Pidedalac@dd River People at Priest Rapids, but only
because the big firing rangs protects it on the west ,8Ad the
atomic energy commission holds the land to the south and the
Chia-Wana still rolls along on the Columbia Basin side. The sage ard
willows still grow over some of the Palouse country, down around
the outskirts of "alla Walla and in the Umatilla country and up the
Yakima valley where the farm lands have not yet been carved out. Sut
the bunch grass has all but vanished,.

I, the day of t e open range the cattle country st@0 stretched
along the Yakima river from its mouth to Yakima City just above the
gap, 100 miles, @0 and 100 miles down the Columbis river.

Over in the Palouse and adjoining Indian country the ranges were
along the ®nake river down to the Columbia, higher upOup  on thesfeRre
Snake in the Pullmean country and along the Palouse river. ¥e0O
The lexas “errycountry in the cattle days was r@f re a rded as fit
only for stock raisinge ‘he Cow cresk s Crab creek and all the vast
e xpanse of land coming into farming in the Columbis Basin was
stock country.

Né 'he big cattle men in the country North of the “nake and W8s®O
east of the Columbla were James MeCoy who founded Oskesdals; ueorge
Mc¥ueen, ¥ Neil B4d8¢%d Stewart of Pullman, “illiam Huntley of Endicott,
J.D. Bassett of Washtucna, Portuguese Jos of (ow Sreek and

Prumheller and Samuel Blythe of Crab creek .



John Biskmp's stock rangsd around Steptoe Butte until Cashup
o
Dovis ceme along, bought all the land amd fenced it in.
Pgter Proff was running stock arourd Rosalia and James Mcloy

who founded Uskesdale was anct her horns and hoof operator O Jan®e



#%L. Flint, who hgq his range in Parker bottom below the Gap

I'd

at Yakima City branded with &0 an A @;—% L, repre enting his
initials, Purdy Flint, his brother, used a 76 tzem, joinem
the cattle king, Snipes, used on Sulkands //2/. S.

Yalves were marked by notching their ears in a speciasl place,
Purdy Flint ¥8@EEH clip ing a pOeb piece fram
@GOG the top of the “HWEOS calf's left ear and another piece
from the bottom of the right ear., m Sometimes OEPTSOSUEDO

~BEEHA a dewlap was cut fram the flesh hanging down in front of the

‘96 cow's neck . the ear and neck jarks were easier to see when the
animal #8888 raced the rider or the brand was dim or hidden by
efdd@reddEdegd long winter hair,



When the herds grazirng along the Yakima river bottom cropped the
f orage close they ranged out from the river until they had to trail
bgck to ther iver in a day or two for water.

Cattle drifted by instinct from summer to winter range and
theyw arked up the ild6dnardP3@I0d b8 (dE hills and valleys north of
the Yakima river into the Kittitas valley ®hdPd for the summer
and it was there that the choice 3-year old s teers were separated
and trailed over “noqualmie pass to Puget Sound for butchering in the
fall, The move to the ea'lygrass in the Kittitas was led by the
older, wiser cows and a t@o0d®deke two-week roundup A& headed the
others toward the sOm@4d spring and sumer rangs. "he cowboys,
many of t hem I:dians 9Ba0kdd@d would spread out in the hills two or
three miles a part amd drive toward the river ranches where they
were corralled and branded.

Snipes had one bunch of over-grown steers , too wild for the

C OWbOyS. ""'hey'd break through the horsemen amd J@ ad back into the
hillsafd and kept the ir freedom during the 70s because theyw ere
long horns and too tough for beef. They were whO wiped out by

gunners when the railway came into the country.

- The old trail fram the Yekima to the Kittitas led through Pquaw creek
and was well beaten by the packtrains that carried supplies 006dD&Hed BiRdE0
Fraadigpadmade from “pe Dalles to the Kamloops mines in Bpitish
Columbia in earlier days,

fh@dﬂdﬁﬂméﬁéﬁm@dﬁéﬁdwm&ﬂﬁ & podaad "lLlwo cents a pound, on the
hoof, was the usual price paid for Xakima cattle by the Sound butchers
end it was paid in ¥20 gold pleces,



The ®noqualmie pass trail was a wagon road cut through the
woods® but few wagons used it.

Herds were split at Easton and the cattle AO@®Id accustomed to
the wide open 10 spaces, were docile along the trail bOrQe6eo
®0 hemed in by the dark @od6dd ©8QAC dark woods. They strung out
behind the lead packhorses . Whenever any of them did bolt into the
woods they became terrified armd it was necessary to drive in older,
gentler cattle and lead them out .

:he riders cooked amd s lept in the open but the cattle had to go w ithot
feed for three or four days during the 80 Yascade crossing. “hen
they reached °noqualmie prairie on the west side they were pastured
to put on a little weight, The horses had handouts of grain carried on
the packhorses,.

:he cattle were weighed in , five or six a t a time on scales

and the cowmen would spend a few days and some of the ir money in
“eattle before starting hofi®éd for home. Seattle was & waterfront town

then.



Eyen as early as 1865 the feelingwas that the placer mines were
washed out amd that the fields wou support a greater population then
the mines ever could, Yrovers were finding good mices in “’alifornia
in 1866 for their cattle, seeling em from ¥35 to $&6d $50 a head.

the prices were bolstered b ecause mny Oregm men were selling out and
sheep ware taking over



- Cowboys

Cowboys fourd theip recreation at cross-rogds dances am
villages where it took the ent ire population to make a crowd, They
took vhisky to the dances in matten jugs that bounched when accidentally
drou; ed,

they wore bandanas to keep off the sun amd dirt, hats and buckskin
pants. ‘he chaps came in later. In the 70s cattle were herded a cross
the passes with 12-foot long whips that would split a hide but
t ey made the c attle too wild because they would pop like a 8ix shooters,
Yakima Clty had three saloons patronized by tle carboy in the early

da ys/ amd two race tracks where the hor semen r aced,



Bounds andlMeyer , Yakima valley ca ttlemen, boughf up the Pen E, Snipes
propaddgd d 1,400 1,700 acre ranch on parker bottom and Z41lah

s

at the receiver'!s sale at Ellensburg in 1900, paying ¥11,800 for it.



End of cattle ara.

Range land uBedOd&od cost 35 cert s an aPO acre waen cattle were
g0 ng strong .later it sold fa ¥10 and the e was none to be hade.
the cattlemen who turned to sheep in the Ephrata country aml

on otherparts of the Columbia “asin face loss of their grazing land.

“heep didn't care much for bunch grass, only in the fgll and winter when

the snow vaas on the ground. "hey'd eat the tops off where the
Pedt best part,the s ed, was. They eat cheat grass,sun flowers

and sheepgrass tha is twe @ thr e inches high




By i 872 the imrea o in cattle far 8x80 exceeded the demand and prices

dropped to $18 a head amd t e low e held on until 1875

when eaf0dPa0buFeirdd Wyoning and Montana ranges were stocked with

animals purcha ed in the vakima. Two hundred thousand cattle were

ranging in the Yakima valley just before tie 80s.




big time operatorse.

One of the biggest ooperations in the N rthwest iwas in the Oregon
country where the Pouble O operated an the edge of a dese t, the brand
looked like a bridde bit « The ranch was 40 miles long. Lots of
Washington men got cattle from them to start in business. Ray Garrison,

who lat er was a banker at Twisp, was the foreman. The Sisks brought the

la t of theircattle, 1,100 head. ~hey kept in business during the

hard winters by cutting wild hay and stacking it in the meadows, a
practice that didn't start in tik Yakima valley u til a couple of bad

winters took a deadly toll.




Joseph “orst, a member of the firm of Booth, Foss & BYrst ,

Seatt © butchers, bought steers in the Yakima valley and drove them

over Snogualmie pass in 1869, opening the business with the Sound.




lhe'e were no stock corrgls on the range in the early days.

The cattlemen bulilt them later on at Yold creek and Selah springs

and all the roping was done in the opene.




end of cattle eras.

“ome of the cattlemen were wiped out when they sried to b ranch

out, buying stock in the Okanogan country and bringing it south
to sell at $5 or ¥10 a head mofit, then they'd expand and buy more
stock and then suddenly the market would collapse and they'd have

to kill the calve and sell the stock for liow beef prices,
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