= December 12,1959
Eavira D, Wilck Literary Agency,
J4547 Dickens Stuect,
Shernan Ouks, Callfl,
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Dedr Mra, w i
: _ Than you kindly for yowr"Dec. 9 letter, awmaiting ue nt
ho 0 last aicht. Our last lettera"prssed” 1In the mail s8ad I ho o this
will asaure you of my"contontment.” .

I have a mich better understending now,

I'm not dismuyed ortupset" by the not go good ne s” from Tew Verk.
an glad you have written to place it with anolber publ'shers Aud I
il1 welcove ths contempleted reports Ia facht Lf this repches wue by
1r stiags, T may feel back-in wpiting form and have aone four deys b

}
gtart rewritiag.

I've lost confldence with doctors. iy ankle has imnroved on its own,
It is stlll stiff etc. bub a8t lust the IrkKsome pain has gone. Novw I'11 met
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& chance to pot back st writing. I''m sUil]l more 1.¢lined to [t Sorority
ficw 1a shane. The Tonely PFoad is still "growing.” -

1 agre: with you about tne timidness of wiss Shores And | apect she
18 jout of tha picture. flor the tise belng, it being more negesdfey she' gat
her grsges and degree binn anythi o else, ! think pervhaps thet hes rosance
kept hor from uncorking gs she could nave, but no swest there becnise ny
o dources elsewhere arg more prodncgtive, T puess her muior prablom has
vesn to delay her merriage untlil Bhe gets her degree aithough ['ve told
her.1 didn': ser why if she's going to rot married sho should wait 3¢ long.
anyway she's even more detercined to gat the necussury erndes thaa snend
mach time w'th romence and her mun i3 glsc enguped in-the gura 1itens ve
attitudes "hat free time she has she'il Le In no pos tlon te do much, T
QN e B - <
If gon/find #n editor sufficleatiy interestsd, I think [ know now ~-
thanks -fo Yico furley=s~-whul her1l BET, Tne characters wil have to be
"teited throuph the Look insteud of Wwalked through it, nore than at
pregenty simpliflication of chuare ters, development of »loty and 3tim ‘ng
the princinal chara'ters, clearly. fick goes and cowes and that's i%;
Fetby is worth” develoning: Tori Ann isn't strbhag enoush, B11 inate
the nys: ho part for Letty (these kind arentt capable of r foraiiz)ae
The giris should all be after the sume thing, happiness, = hushend ett.
ivoy hove different ideas and -att!tudes about "the perfreet one.” “ho
wine? 4nd ol course the underlying, strwug and evident theme thwt now
exiots. el de T '

Vic thinks the aetion, the first page, should at st with *er
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Cirmly in the house, and action from there; and w! " tiri énn
succumbing" and learning a lesson many 11rls ez Rrive

I think there are too many characters, two few who are "stamped" and
identified., *he a* alogue frequently is onlv the jdle chatter of the
girls and CDJtTiDUbGS nothing to the plot. There s no conflict and
nothing haprens in the house,

LI think t hat will ~#ive you the idea .'ve -a better grasp of the
3ituation.,

There are enough situations etc. to enable me to go ahead pretty fast.
And . think the further sroductios of "The Lonely Roed," would benefit
therefrrm. Selby , the main character there, has to really be developed,
and somewhat finely.

Any gculpturing I'd get undsrm way would be a relaxation at dull times

©o I'll be patlent hereafter, although I perform best wien I get an
occaslondl reasction. If the report comes thrcugh and I can gst At helore
Lioyigtaas T th;wk perhaps Lt may be helpful for both"Serority *o:"and
uT_, Lonely Boad." (Vic isn't even sure that Sorority ow is a good title.)
He's waiting for prcofs now on the Parthian, whi ch ig indlcr ted for

ahout #pril publication.

The Seattle produced "The ‘amily from Abeline, "ia going good in
Seattlo and Tacoqa 300 copies at one book Darty tn a big “eattle store,
It was designed as azn cxperiment and not too much "aationally.” It's been
out sbout two ueeks amd big inroads on the 7,500 issue 5 AF A9 S Hoekrinc
for a less than 200 page book, have beun made, McCullum is a salesman,
not a writer, Vie just hdppens to be =& fratprnvty brother of the publisher
and is the "editorial adVLSCP etc. pretty much in the backvround,
McCullam lines up women's organizations etc., like Yatholic women's grouns,
Hepublican tomen, who take it on as & fund pro ject and Torrance, the
publisher and McCullum are good enough sale smen to get it "oiﬁg in stores
in the ares, Vic's The *arathan 13 different of course., Put the ueattle
deal is an "experiment" on wh'ech L1111 keep vou posted, (old d ip attaceed)
The AgeLLne deal has been out about three weeks now and Vic hasn't even
a cony, he's that disinterested.

Another long letter , for which [ apologize, I'1l1 write infrequently
now,

After Bhe kidkback due from the publisher now having “ﬂrority iow,
how about Mon:rch? I've a hunch there, the top editor in facht. Cf course
that would be only a paperback deal and rether unfair to you for the
moaney inveolved. I'll write of that later,

#lso, The New Yorker sterted a four part deal on the Indian aituation
Octobe; 17 through the 1ed*um of *he Lroquois, I guess the eashterners
are finally realizling there s such, If you hve a chance, take a glance,
It bakes up about 50 pages in the first lssue., Haven't POtan too deply
into it myself but I kno. what 1t has to be,

Hope you have a chunce to ease off bhefore Ghrisi‘:mas, 80 yoi csn enjoy
it with your fasnily. #nd in cese I do not write befove then, the best
to you.

Sincerely

Click Relander



December 23,1959

Laure D, Willck Literary #gency,
14647 Dickens 3Jtreet,
Sperian Oaks, Calif.

Dear Mrs, Wllck:
Thank you for your letter of Yecermber 15, and the

interesting bit of information concerning Mr. Dmarr's in‘erest in
Sorority Ffow,

The pre-Christmas period 18 a terriflc time about a
newspaper phant, but I've tackled the Job of speeding up the action
in the manuscripte I've outlined some rather radical changes, so
: t's not a simple job of rewriting some of the chapters, And coue
Thursday 1'1l be heading for two days in vasttle where I will find
some peace and repose and should =et things worked ocut inumy mind,

I can't eastimate now, when I'll have the work finished, but I
think it will come mlong rapidly. My biggest problem i3 to do & bit
of simplification with characters, reduce them to major and minor,
and stamp them accordiagly.

I do hopse there's some favorable reasction from the HMessner stafrl,
enough to spur me on, i've seen M'ss Shore and she has done about
all she can., The type of thing to be done now is on a level she has
not yet rcached, and probably won't for some time.

One of my biggest difficulties is from keeping the writing in style.
Tt would work fine with The Lonely Road, but not with How,

Please do let me know what you hear from New York, My guess--and
I think it m ht be close to a schedule--%s that Sorority Fow,
reviscd and corrected, will be ready for the typilst the last week
in January. I'1ll be more defin’'te, very soon. Any excerpts from
t''@ report of the fTirst Hew York reaction would be darn helpful at
th's time,.

I'11 be back in tovn Saturday and have Sunday and Monday to get
actual typiz under way.

A hapry New Year tc you and yours.

Sincerely
Click Relander





