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¥rl Jimmle James,
Portlend, Ore,

Doar Jimnied

Ifive been @ long time answering ILetter 8640, conceraing the
United Indian Tatlions of NHorth America,

Pirst, I waente: 1t to mellow, wanted a chm ce to study it
more carefully end besides want ing you to reccive other resctions,
I've been busy early end laste, as usual, ! did drop you a cerd to let
you imouv I hed received it, end thet I wo:ld be writing.

1 presume by this time your frieand Ws1son Cher ley has been
to Portlaend aad dropped in tosee youe. { saw him a short while when
he returned from #gahington, but not since,

Fipst your propossl seems to heve one objectiontg That of
uniting our frends so they caen presentEx a united front agelinst the
nunerons Exxgmrsax dengers of adverse legislstion that beset them,

Prankl!y, while I roslize that you heve only outlined &
proposal end not sttempted to sét 1t down in blsok end white, it is
too gumbersome,

S4n0e 1t 18 a propossl to vnite egslnst & common enemy,
adverse pressure upon our fricnds, it sugzests but dces not Lllustrste
how thls cen come to pass as for a¢ the finm cos are concerned,

I do not lnow whether th-re are restrictions upen the verious
X ewrvgtims es to dispensntion of tribal funds for md ters of thia
kinds “here wuld have to be a comwon mect ing place , at least once
in & while, end meetings , inocluding trevel, cost moneye I 40 not sce
how that could be a ranged.

Sgcondly, while it 1s none of =my affair, I bellieve from the
observetions IThevemade hare and in other st t es where I heve resided,
that the nstursl suspiclam of the people, and it %8 aafursl that they
shoulld be suspioious, would be 4ifficult tooverco e, *hey wonder
why anyoc~e would want to do enything without receiving something,
§ have given up, long apo to try and show thot wes my reason, which

t was,

Por instence in my sculptures. Yere I to g0 to ﬁaahington ed nake
appcintment to see my of soveral of the bl::est men in the country,
theywonuld find time and permit me to aculpture them.

dere I to go eny plsce In “ekims to eny lesders, old péople or
others, and wish to sculpture them , they would grant me that renucst,
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But how i8 it =i th our friends, with very,very few exceptions, They
are suspicious, in spite of the explanations, They mre not cooperative,

Of course I have always followed this procedure, If I go to
@ place liko s librery thet is not a public 1librery, the time L require
of the librerian there te help me dig up Zafcrmation 13 his time and.
I em w11ling to pay for it.

If L g0 to someone to make a sculpture of them ahd he 18 not @
lesder or cilvic minded peéraon, his time 18 worth money to him end I am
willing to pay for it. "uvt even then, I find many obstacles in my way.

S0 with this simple 1ittle exomple I 8 ee many drawbacks to your
propossl, altho gh essuredly something like that is neocded,

Ang I elgo confess my ignorence. hat about the Congress of “merican
i,31en8% Isn ¢t thet an or-snizetion suovosed to do much ae you have
proposeds Or; have they became hopelessly entanglt d in lobbying, oclsass
leislation, etc,

if thet is true, then con't you go tomy reservetion and find thereon
that the reservet on's real problems and difficulties,and the
real 8eot of the trouble 18 1nabllity of the people themselves to
,get along with each other as brothers, Brothers must_give and take,
hey osn not have everything,thoir own selfish way. "hey must be
biz and =xgt give nng give gladly, for the grectest gocd for the greetest
numher of peodle. heir fallure to do thet has rezulted in various
small groups rising up end domlneting the reservetion,

There is the seme situstion in lerzer fieM s. “meller groups rise up .
_anddominate ertire citles or entires stetes, and at timesg entire
pgovernments, until the grest majority of the people,knowing what is
right and Just,rise ap end vote themout of power,

Thet 1s why * say and have seid: The vote is the gre-test w-epons
4 yote 18 a sacred thing. It 18 the individual8s right to expre:=s
himself, 1f encugh individuals expre:ss t hemselves, end we know that
in the ultimete the gre test number are for gogd, then the gre test good
for the grestest number cen be asccomplisheds “ut, let only the selfish
few with thelir selfish interests vote, and the rest , findx the=selves
just where they ere,

People are the makers of t heir own destiny,

I get off the subgect of your proposal, but those are my impresaions
after 4 have thoroughly digested it,

I aa&d that these peoples affairs w're not my business, That 1a
wrong. hen they are being wronged,that is my business, That 1s your
business, “hat is the business of every fair minded ®mericme
But the peorle csnnot meke it their businessunless they know gbout it.
4nd they om & know ebout it unless they sre told and leern. ® frw
peocple and létters can't do it.

I hdd bhopea thet I could do a geat good throuch publication of a
gookl and that may come to pa s 1f selfish interests are omitted.
ut am afraid now,that meny things mey be too late, before I can
get this book published. It is a story that would sit everyone to
thinking, would be read by those in euthority to do things thet ere
right and block some of thie class lesislation, I had it worked out
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with the publiBhers where theywould have sterted on it right away,
and got it out within some four or five months, had I been able to
fPaRd6ad: -romise or lay down orders for 150 to 200 coples in advance.

*he book gan't e small one and was well ifllustrated and ® rfectly
neutral. Eut, broause of the h'gh cost of nublishing, thepublisher
is moving 8low , too slow, and +'m afraid that by the time he gete
eround to it,; thesse laws and bills we feur will be laws,.

Half of that number of advance copies , placed in the hands of
legiolators, senators, the President "imself would have done grect good,
of that I am sures I personelly grranged to purchase about 100 cople: for
distribution for t hat purposes *n top of thet, + know thet the book

would move , were it published, But , business is business with a
gwblleho ,and he has to have & little ausurcnce, emounting to

300 to ¥500 when the publiocation 18 costing him in terms of ¥10,000,
otherwise he walts for wore appropriate time,

So much for my own woed. I'd be interested in knowing xamm
tne reaction vou received, There may be s story in it for me snd the
story, itself, might help get thinge golng

I'd be interested in knowing if the proposel hes actudly been
acted upon by any reservation or groups, and 1'd be interested in knowing
what I ocould do to help bring your wish to come true, Beceuse I know
that would be the wish of your friends, end { wonld not went to do
anything they dld not want done.

Keepme posted as you heve the pp ortunitys “eanwhile, the brat of
rezards to you.

Cliek Relander





