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¥r. Thomas x,vallup, Feb., 2,1957
‘he Yakima Indian “gency,

Loppenish,¥ashington,

Dear Tom:
Thank you for your two letters from Washington. Both were nged,
or rether informapion provided therecin, for news stories,

I am espécia?ly grateful to you for sending the copy of 8.Y%n, Hes. 3,
85th Congress,and while there may be some nbugs" in it that my untreained
lesel eye does not detect, I am glad to war of its reassuring aspects,
I will surely use i1t as effectively as I can to help you pecple, feeling
thet this 1s the desire of the majority.

L em glad that I had the opportunity in the book,Prumers ad Dresmers,
to point to thls legislation as undesirable and what it was leading
toward,and I am sure that many of the readers, from el 1 over the country,
have obtained information thet will enable them to put in a good word
Bere possible,

on pe 276 the book states:

ihvolved inthe slow process of terminating government con*rols mx for over
400,000 reservution peopls from the assuring strength of rovernment
protection 1s the cornerstone of a new policy. Ultimately wi1ll come the
complete terminat ion of the nation's responsibllity to protect not only
xkm Indian rights but his one remai ! g heritage, land., [That is a
clesr cut expression of warning, isn't it?)

Ihc Indien once held the entire fuericen continent (p 277) .

Then, es a result of land cessioné, homestending, aend sale of Inherited
property, his holdings dropped f rom 155000,000 acres three quarters of
a century ago to 75,000,000 in 1900 and 49,000,000 in 1933,

Unexplainably the belief has predominated that Indians were

lepgitimate prey. They were re arded as trespassers,unwelcome and illegal

possessors. *he feeling v a8 that no metter what happened , they could
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somhow subsist, like the-b irds of the forest und-the-small wild
eanimals of the flelds, Tﬁat was the fate of "mowhala and his people.

Some 61,000 of the people cannot spesak English end 25,000 of the
children do not attend sch c¢ls, ¥ot all of them are responaslble for
the nerligence, b ecause beaucratic influnences provided the people, like
their fathers, from taking full advantare of opportunities that @&
paternal government,urged by those who were sincere, provided for them,

Not until recently was the red man permitted a vote concerning his
own future other than the small ballot "raichise granted him by Congress
ot June 2, 1924, Hig vote 1s =mall w en srrayed agalinst strong opposing

forces because a woefully small percrntage of Indians have ) arned to
vote., Moreover,far too few of the Indian lesders encourage the people to
vote,

Until 1955 few peonle realized the economic Iimpact and far-resching
implications embodled 1in Concu rent Resolution 108 cf the E:ghty-Third
Congress, August 1,1953, providing for the release of certain trives
from federal supervislon,

etc. etca.

Pe 278

John Yoliter, Unitcd States Commissioner of Indian Affairs from
1933 through 1945, has written (The Christian “entury , May 12,1954) That
"since 1950 a frightening change has come about, Dasicall'y it was the officiael
denial (mdministrastive and legislative) of the right of many hundreds of
Indlan communities to exist at all, of the risht of Indians to exist as
I1dians, :his denisl was made and enforced in contradiction of seversl
hundred “enate-ratified trraties, Congressional-ratified arrecments and
Suprcme gourt decisions... from the bezinning and up to the present, “anada
has lived up to her commitments serupulously. ‘rom 1870 through the

1920's we violated our commitments unscrupulously and, alas, self-

rizhteously. #nd such is the course now being resumed..."
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' Of 21l the problkms that beset the “anapums, terrination of federal
controls was not one pf theme

Termination 1s coming more rapidly on the Klamath Rggervation in
gregon than on the Yakima, Colville eand other reservations of the
Northwest, “y 1958 some two thousand trihesmen in Oregon w 11 be placed
in competition with the world. ‘he Buresu of Indian Affairs is alding
thhem to prepare for the future, setting a pattern,fo to spesk, for other
reservations, and the Buresu has admitted there may be mlstakes
to be rectified, it is a trisl-and-error pr oc edure,

p. 279

- Lgonomicel 1y the Klameths fare e tter then many others, Of the
million-acre Klamath Reservation some 800,000 acres are timber. the
revenus from this , after administrative expenses of 400,000 a year
ere paid, leaves ¥1,500,000 in dividends, or 800 for each man,woman
and child.

In a like manner, resources of other reserv tlons are being develoned
for the time that is coming,.

Byt what about the lean years ?

Yome {ndian le aders are attempting to s et up bus iness operations much
like corporations that will in t 1me 1issus divlidends or per capita
payments mnually.

In attemnting to hold the reservaticns together they are o nfronted
by the problem of many of thelr own tribesmen ﬁho wish hheir share Iin
one lump sum. They are not bo be blamed, because certesinly many of
them need money to go into wusiness or other ventures.

"Think how the old o lefs saved the reaservations forus...thlnk of the
Indians who are yetunborn," say the oldmen,

Onee decontrol takes place, the India n property, now untaxed on.the

Llamath "eservahion, willl be placed on state and local tex rolls,



- *he effect of the 1enislat;on to terminate government controls, it is
srgued by the red men, will throw !'1s land on tax rolls and thus

even tually dispossess him of land ownershlip, His ressoning is
substantigted by history.

If the remainin- safevuards of treatles are removed, there is no
doubt but that prolonge ! anc costly chal'enges, le eding to the United
States Supreme gourt, will ensue,

~0 the story of the “mxm~last “anapums could well be the 8 tory of
reservation peonle in the future, and the story of Indians yet unborn, "

éhis 1s just one part of a chapter,..but this much I know af ter
receiving many letters from all over the rnite: ~tates,,.that the pecnle
“ho happened to read the book are for the 4nd 1ans and tha this they
udﬁerstang and want thelr con zressmen and senators to do...to Bt the
Indlans have 1 dividuasl voices, as tribes, in what 1s to be their own
future; not to deprive them of land by placing then under taxation;
to let themr etain what We§. theywish of the old culture; emd to insk t
that tie gover ment has a responsibllity now and forever, of protecting
and safegucrd ing tribes from belng victimlized, and of aidinz the indims
in raising their standard of living.

I w11l now have many peo-le to write ¥ tters to, 1llke your letter
to me about 208, its repeal as en unfair law, about reservations coming
under state }aw. “nd 1t will , throuzh these very influentisl people
have its effect, I am 8ure, upon many congressmen and senators,

I have also received many r eviews from far and near, and they point
to the took end its stand for the Indlans as I have outllned.

The nly resrettable thinga is thd it is so hard to get dealers
to stock the book., Yooks of this kind have fairly smell sales,

althoigh it 1s finding its way into libraries,universities and
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sc:ttering persons. My-small-iroyalties" from a:ch comparative sales,
won't pay for the postage stamps cf all the letter: I'vé written nor
the zasoline for various trips...little-alone anything el e.

Besides, as [ ha'e been able to, I've purchased coples--like I have
to the seme as anyone--and sent them to tinfluential" people, I haven:t
got as many of them cut to senators and concressmen as L would like,

And, on the book tour aml other spes:ins: engarements--T have metmany
people and mede many friends for the “*ndians. &#1ba S. has been most
helpful, and while some may not belleve so, #1ba hes made many friends
fer the Indians , friends who will 1nslst that the Yal:ima: receive
falr tr-atment, thd they not have something shoved down their throats
they do not wish,

ng 1 told #j1ex and cthers before setting out on the book tour,
the many places I spoke, large groups,bis luncheon clubs etc. were
places that wilth access to 1ts wealth held in the U,S. Treasury, the
Yok imas co11d not buy the opportunity to esppear ® fore such groups and
say good things in hehalf of the Indlans,

4,4 I think now,too, that & 1 of you will see that you owe a debt of
gratitude to #1ba, for his help to me...just appraring ln costume with
his wife and saying a few 1ittle words,...and also th®Rdd to the “anapums...
whose simple little story 1s the vehicle of the future story of Indians
all over the nation, when the government no longer assumes what sBO
i1tshou gkzmalways assume---1ts responsibllity for protecting 11d 1ans
now and In the futuwe,

fhanks azain Tom for Xakk sending me the bill, You can depend upon
me, in my smsall way, to help as I can, L doﬂ’t try to 2t too complicated,
Just sunge t that t he Indians not be placed unde: state law, not be
placed under tamation, becsuse it would eventually doprive tiem of land

through forfeiture of unpaid taxes; and especisily, that they be given

T . I
the right to propose thelr own programs. het 1s sll + tell them and



1 quit theree I cen see no ham In thite. I con see much harm when thinss
get too complicated for the uninformed to understand all the complicated
Akkmxx things involved, '

rj:his perpetuation of the culture, the old religion end things like that
which I emph:.size for the River People and the old people who wish to
follow 1it, I belleve good & d sound, 100, Lyeryone tgrees, and most of
them are very strong in volunteering their beliefs, that everyone is
ent itled, as an “mericen,to worship as he pleases,

If T am wrong in any of my own convictions, please kat'me know 1n what
way, Everyhuman errs somewhat, even Indlans,

v anks a-ain and I'11 be soeling you and the other fellows. U1ad you

had a nice expsrience in fashington., I am sure as time gaes on
meny will unde-stand you and the others were there to do good,and thet
you have done good, for the greater majority of the neople.

R

S1ncere Megards

81ick Relander





