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! (Staff photo by Gordon King)
Mamoru and Haru Matsumura were among the few Japanese-Americans to return to the Yakima area after World
War I1. At the time of the evacuation, Mamoru Matsumura was an Amercian citizen and the family land was in his
name. A trustee watched over it until the family could return. It remains theirs to this day.

After internment
Returning to the Valley proved difficult for many

EDITOR’S NOTE: Fifty years ago,
President Roosevelt signed an ex-
ecutive order calling for the internment
of thousands of Japanese and Ameri-
cans of Japanese descent. In the last of
a two-part series, the Herald-Republic
looks back at the people from the Yaki-
ma Valley who had their families up-
rooted and their lives forever altered.

By AUTUMN ALEXANDER
Of the Herald-Republic

The harvest-scented air of Wapato
smelled like home to 20-year-old Ken
Inaba and his father when they pulled

into town in August 1945.

Inaba’s pioneer father personally had
wrestled 240 acres of Valley land away
from the tenacious sagebrush, but that
was before 1942. Then, Inaba and 1,200
of the Valley’s Japanese were forced
into camps or inland in the name of
“military necessity.” Though two-thirds
of them were American-born, their loy-
alty — based on their ancestry — was
suspect after the Pearl Harbor attack.

Returning to Wapato to see what they
could salvage and whether there was
land available to lease for farming, the
Inabas were only the second Japanese

family to venture into the farming com-
munity since evacuation. Fearing for
their safety, an FBI agent accompanied
them from Yakima.

If they thought there was anti-
Japanese sentiment in the Valley be-
fore evacuation, it was much worse
after the war, remembers Inaba, now
67.

“‘Why did you Japs come back where

" you're not wanted?’ they'd say to your

face,” he remembers. And there were
signs in most restaurants, gas stations
and shops, “No Japs Allowed.” He and

(See INTERNMENT, Page 2A)
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