edition short shorts

-~ The new 1nd beautiful church, belonvlng to the North
Fethodist, will he dedlcqted two weeks from tomorrow, The lev,
Frigss and others are expected to be bPresent on the occasion,-=-The
Tulare County Times, April 17, 186 9%

Sm
It is said that Dack Lee, a rather prominent "heathen Chines"
in these parts, has become insane, Yﬁsterday morning he amused
himself by perambulating the streets Wlth a loaded shotgun and
‘when he arrived in front of ‘Grant's Variety Store, he cloued
the program by firing two shots into his show window, shattering it
to smithereens. He was arrested by Mﬁrshal Meyers,-~Tulare C;unty
Times, December 7, 1872,
| Bm

The city authorities are sinking a well on Csurt street near
the M,.¥.. Church w;th fhe expectation that it wkXxk can be made available
for fire purposes.==Tulare uuunty Times, January 13, 1877.

| Sm g

Our board of trustees has secured a cell in the clonn tid Hadelt,
vhich 1s being fitted up by Marshal lleyers for th: reception of his
boardefs. This is right, The 6ld plan of chaining men to trees
was, to say the least, bad policy, lre lMeyers hus made a good
beginning end, we vouch, will make a gooé'narshal.—~Tulare Cgunty

Times, NMay 13, 1871,
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The new and beautiful eimreh, belanging to the North '
lethodlist, will bo dedicated two weeks from tomorrow, The Rev,

Eriggs and others are expected to be bresent on “the occasione==The
Tulare County Times, April 17, 186 9,
h.

- It is said that Dack Iee, e rather prominent "heathen Chinee"
in these parts, has become inssne, Yosterday morning he amused
himself by perambulating the streets with a leaded shotgun and
when he arrived in rront of Grant's Variety Store, ho closed
the program by firing two shots into his show window, :hutherlng it
to amithereens, He was arrested by Marshal Meyers,--Tulare Gﬁunty
Times, December 7, 1872,
Im
The city authorities are sinking a well on C urt street near
the M,E. Churech with the expesctation that it mkkk ean be made avallable
for fire purposes,==Tulare C unty Times, Jamary 13, 1877,
h : 4
our botrd of trustees has secured a cell in the county jail,
which i.a ‘being fitted uwp by hrﬂul Meyers for the receptiom of his
boarders, This 13-::?.@11:. The old plan of ehaining men to trees
was, to say the lu-at,'l:ud polie-r. Mr, Meyers has nnch a good
beginning lnd;, we vouch, will make a good marshale~=Tulare County
Times, Mey 15, 1671 '
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Iillo-r:, Fox and Com,, have sompleted ﬁu work of bu:!.lding the
fence around the jall, It is 135 feot long, 14 feet high, cedar
posts and a double wall of inch cedar toards, The contract
price was §220, The sheriff was direeted by the supervisors to
do the wark,==Tulare G unty Times, Nay 18, 1872,

&m

Ordered that the following elaim be allewed and tho auditor
is hereby direeted to draw his wary ant for the same, pa-yuplo s
out of the funds designateds David Steng, erecting gallows, ets.,
$8R,57,==l1mmtos of the board of suﬁorvisorl, “ebruary 6, 1874,
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A protest against the contemplst ed reduction of the overland
mail service now is in circulation....This is the only direct and
speedy connection ﬁe have with the east and its promptﬂess and
regularity have made it an enterprise of the utmost IMDOT LANCE ¢ =
Visalia Delta, 1859, ]

3m
JeB, S:evens arrived in Visalia with 10 hives of bees,

the first ever brought to the countye==Visalia Delta, June 21, 1859,

3



edltion “short shorts
A protest against the contemplst ed reduection o:r the ovarlund

mall service now 1is in cireuhtion....ihia is the only direect and
speedy conneetion we have with the east amd its promptness and
regularity have made it an enterprise of the utmost importance ==
Visallia Delte, 1859, =
- ,
J.B; S:owns errived in Visalls with 10 hirel of boel, ]
the first ever brought to the oounty.--?iulia Delta, June 21, 1859,
Jmn
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The Delta of Jamuary 6, 1861, reports a sale of Visalia
building lots held on the previous day by J.E. Wainwright and
Coe One hundred and fifteen lots in Aughinbaugh!s
addition were sold Rzmmx for from $5 to $30 eachs

3m = |

As a showing of the importance of sheep raising in
Tnlare county in early days it is notéd that the fall ¢lip of
1872 was 1,474,5 00 poundse The winter following was
the most severe one ever experienced yet the spring clip
of 1873 was 947,375 clips,.

am

JeP. Majors of Visalia was the first postmaster in Tulare
county, being appointed in 1855 and serving three years. He was
succeeded by Zane Steuben, |

3m

As late as 1891 lands ne:r Visalia w ere by no means held
et high prices. Je.H. Thomas advertised 40 acress three guarters
of a mile south of town for $60 an acre.

3m

In 1891, the .lumber tusiness was very active. Atwell's
mills on the Mineral King road were operated by the Kawesah
colonists; four saw mills Wére operated on the Upper Yolo;
the C;mstock mills , above Camp Badgér;xhhgx&aqnaiaxmxiiz The cut
for the year was more than S,OO0,000_feet.
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The Delta of Jammery 6, 1861, reports a sale of Visalia
bullding lots held on the previous day by J.E. Wainwright and
Coe One hundred and fifteen lots in Aughinbauph's
addition were sold fmmmx for from $5 to $30 eachs -

om

As a showing of the importance of sheep raising in
T;lara county in eér]:y days it is noted that the fall elip of
1872 was 1,474,5 00 pounds, The winter following was
the most severe one ever experilenced yet the :pring clip
of 1873 was 947,375 clips. ' |

3m

JeP, lMajors of Visalia was the :t’ii*sf postmaster in Tulare
ecounty, being appolnted in 1855 and serving three yearse He was
succeeded by Zane Steubene

i

As late as 1801 lends newr Visalia w ere by no means held
at high priceses J.H. Thomas advertised 40 acress three quarters
of a mile south of town for $60 an acre. |

o -

In 1891, the lumber 'usiness was very active, Atwell's
mills on the Myneral King rcad were operated by the Eaweah
colonists; four saw mills were operated on the Upper Yoloj
the C:mstock miils , above Camp BadgerpxikexSsguataxmkiis The cut
for the year was more than 3,000,000 feets
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Coe Omo Immdred and fifteen lots in Aughinbeughts
additlon were sold fmmwx for from §5 to $SO eachs
: | Sm
© | As a ghowing of the importance of sheep raising in
7,lore county in early days it is noted that the £all ¢ 11p of
1872 was 1,474,5 00 poundss Tho winter following was
the most severe one ever experienced yet the spring olip
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»P. Majors of Visalis wes the first postmester in Tulare
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. The Delta of Jamery G, 1861, repords & sale of Visalia
uilding lots held on the provious day Ly J.C. Watmmicht and
Cos  Ome lzmired and fiftean lots in Aughinbeughte
addition were sold Zwmx for frem §5 to $50 csshe

As & showing of the Jmportemce of shosp relsing in
7, lare oomty in eorly days it s noved that the fall e lip of

e . w1

JePs linjors of Visalls was the £irst postmaster in Tulare
county, being arpeintod in 10856 and serving thwee yearss Ho was
succeadnd Ly “sno Stovbene

Sm

As late as 1001 lends ne Visalla ¥ oro ly mo means hold
et hich pricess J.E;.M--Wﬁmmqum
of a mile scuth of tomn for §60 an acre.

Sm

In 1501, the lwber usiness was very sctive. Atwoll's
m1lls on the ismeral King vosd were operatod by the Lawesh
Mm.tmnum“thnmoﬁmW-
the C motoek mills , above Camp Dedgerpxtgrfeguatazuits Tho cut
for the year was more than §,000,000 feots :
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In August, 1855, atva meeting of the board of supervisors,
it was "ordered that the treasurer pay to S.C. Browh the
balance still due on order thirteen county scrip, valuing gold
dust at $14 per ounce,"
, om
Captain George, an Indian and a "blg injun heap" at that,
has commenced running as an expressman between this place and
Coso.. For his services, he gets very well paid and would
be'better rald had he a touch of yankee in his systems He
makes the trip now in about four days and packages of light
w eight and any description may be safely entrusted to his
careg==Visalia Delta, 1861,
Sn
In September, 1862, lr., Ven Water is memEakimd credited
eith having a factory in operation in Visalia, making a fine
grade of sorghum syrups |
3m
Splendid deer skins, dressed, were offered for sale
in this place yesterday morning at $19 a dozene=-=Visalia
Delta, October 20, 1861,
3m
Two hunters, living in the foothills on the waters of the
Tule river, have killed over 120 deer during the present
winter--Visalig Delta, 1866,
om
We hope to be able soon to give the latest telegraphic
news received at St. Louls by the stages as they pass through
towne==Visalia Delta,y June 25, 1859,



edition short shorts

In August, 1855, atva meeting of the board of aﬁperviaorl,
it was "ordered that the treasurer pay to 8.C. Browh the
balance atill due on order thirteen county serip, valuing gold
dust at $14 per ounce,™

3m =

Captain George, an Indian and a ™big injun heap™ at that,
has commenced running as an expressman between this place and
Coso, For his aervices; he pets very well pald and would
be better paid had he a touch of yankee in his system, He
makes the trip now in about four days and packages of light
w éight and any description may bWe safely entrusted to his
caree=Visalia Delta, 186X

3m

In S8eptember, 1862, lir, Van Water is meméiim@ credited
eith having a factory in operation in Visalia, making a fine
grade of sorghum syrups

3m

Splendid deer skins, dressed, were offered for sale

in this place yesterday morning at $19 o dogene=-=Visalia
Delta, October 20, 1861g ]
am

Two hunters, 1;v1ng in the foothllls on the waters of the
Tule river, have lilled over 120 deer during the present
winter-~Visalia Delta, 186Ce

3m

We hopé to beﬁnble soon to give the latest telegraphic

news rocelved at Ste Louls by the stages as they pass through

towne==Visalia Delta,g June 25, 1859,
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f/ edition Tloods
In the early days the area surrounding the present site of
the city of Visalia was mostly a marshy swamp and periods when

the landscape assumed the appearance of a lake, due to high water,

’

vere not unusual.,

Although high water was expected every season, the first
real flood after the arrival of settlefs in appreciable numbers,
occurred in the middlé of Jpnuary, 1862, when all the creeks and .
rivers overflowed and sent a deluge of water upon the little
settlement of Vis;lia. Many homes were wrecked and the damagé

® to property was ggperal. Cattle and hogs were drowned and chickens
that had found shelter in trees or other elevations starved o
death, -

The Delta of March 31, 1880 had warned of the danger of
floods in consequence of recent rains and added "blessed are they
that live in wooden houses for the have the materials to build
a raft," '

?nnger T?S nverted ﬁntil{the following January when, after a
week of warm rain which filled the cfeeks\to their banks, there came
a rush of water early ih tﬁe evening causing the inhabitants to
make a mad rush in the dgrkness to safety, 1ill creek overflowed
both banks as did the St, J ohn's river north of town. Main street
was little less than a torrent,

Se ttlers later said the flood came in two deluges within
approxinetely 10 days anq that water stood in some low places for
as long a s a month, Meny residences of this period were made of
adobe and these began melting and sinking, causing the inhabitants to

flee \\

more



edition floods
In the early deys the area surrounding the present site of
the clty of Visalia was mostly a marshy swamp gnd rerieds when
the lsndscape assumed the appearance of & lake, due to high water,
were not urmusual, ' ‘ i
Although high water n‘-.s_- oxpected every seeson, the first
real flood after the arrival of settlers in appreciable rumbers,
oceurred in the middl;a of Jgnuery, 1862, when ll the creeks and '
r&fvérﬁ overflowed and sent & deluge of water upon the little
settlement of Visalia, lMany homes were wreckel end the damage
to property was general, Cattle and hogs were drowned and chiclens
that had found shelter in trees or othor elevatione sterved to
death, | '

The Delts of Msreh 31, 1860 hed warned of the danger of

floods 1n consequence of recent rains end edded "bleassed arve they
| that live in wooden houses for the have the materials to build
a raft." '

Panger wag averted until .ths fellowing Jenuery when, alter a
week of warm rain mich £1lled the creeks to thelr ‘ﬁmks, there came
a rush of water early iIn thel evening causing the inhebitants to
make a mad rash in the darikness to safely., WMill creek overflowed
both banks as did the St. J ohn's river north of town, Main streot
wes little less than e torrent,

Sfe ttlers later ssid the flood came In f:'wc.: deluges within
approximé.t.ly 10 deys end that weter stood In some low places for
as long & s a monthy Mmy residences of this period were made of
adobe and thege began meltins end sinlking, cousing the inﬁnbi_tnntu to
flee



ad one floods
Since most of the water used in those days was obtained from
open wells, drinking water was at a premium, Rain continued to
pour down and some caught this water Tor domestic use, There was
but on pump in the towm at thre time, near the present corner of
Incina avenue and Oak street, and it %as the duty of the young
boys in each family to collect big containers and £0 each morning
to £ill them from the Bump , carf&in; their loads in boats,
The Delta, even thenlgarefvl of civic pride, stated in
i1ts issue of lebruasry 13, 1862:
"llany boats are still Observable lying high and dry a% the
gates and steps in front of the residences of some of our
citizens, Put them away, gentlemen, therec is no chance of their
being wented sagain soon and their presence might give -strangers
the impression that floods were a resulrr institution in Tulare county,."

On Christmas eve, 1867, residents from the surrounding

district assembled in Visalia for observance of the holiday,
L : i : Parties
The weather appeared normal when the several EZempInk8R assembled

but before the evening was gver the heavens had opened up and
a wall of water four feet hfgh had swept down from the mountains,
carrying logs and fallen trees Ehnt were scattered over the plains,
All streams left theix:banks. The Tule réver spread over
the Poplar and Woodville sections, Deer Creek and Vhite river merged
in a vast expanse of water and the Kaweah and St ﬁohn's rivers
covered a large acreage around Visalia, Zoats passed easily from
Visalia to points in Kings and‘Fresno coﬁnties jong after the waters

had receded in Visalia,

m ore



ad one floode '

Since most of the water used in those deys was obtalned from
open wells, d rinking water was at & premiume Rain contimued to
pour down and some caught this utgr for domestic use, There was
but on pump in the town at thn time, near the present corner of
mud.m svenue and Oak sireet, and 1t was the duty of the young
boys in each family to -eol;ett big co.nta:lmr: and go each morning
to £111 them from the pump, carrylng #h-ix loads in bosts,

The Deltsa, even i-.l'un careful of eivie pride, stated in
its 1sgue of TFebruary 13, i&ﬁ?‘_&

"Meny boatz ave aiill observable lying high snd dry at the
gates and steps in front of the raai:?nnco- of zome of our
citimaén. Put them away, g'oitlm, there is no chance of their
being wanted again soon and their presence might give strangers :
. the impression that floods were a regular institution in Tulare eounty,"

on Christuas eve, 1867, residents from the surrownding
district assembled In Visalia for observance of the holidays

_parties

- The weather appesared noiwmal when the several mamp aumbled‘

but befors the eovening was over the heavens had cpemed np and :

& wall of water four feet high had swept down from the movnteins, ~

earrying logs and fallen trees that were autta‘red over the plains,
All streams lofit ﬁhoir.bmki-. The 'i‘ul.o réver spread over

" the Poplar and Woodville sections, Deer Creek and White river merged

in a vast expanse of water and the Kawesh and St, John's rivers

covered s large aerecage around Visalia, DBoats passed easily from

Visalia to pcinte in Kings and Fresno counties long after the weters

had receded in Visallae. |



ad two floods

Veow bozts were constructed snd many of those which the Delta
had urged stored away were returned to usesliany families moved into
the court house for the period of the emergencys

In the latter part of the year 1875, high water again
threatened Visaiia but came only as far as the Visalia House,
where the Hotel Johnson now stands, Little damage resulted.

In 1879, the leve es that had been thrown up in haste %o
protéct the town bpoke and water again flowed into Visalia for two or
three days, The waters soon receded, ho#dver; leaving lakes in
a few low siots,

The spring and early summer of 1906 brought new floods to
ﬁie Visalia rea, 1111 creek overflowed a short distance esst of
the city and the St., John's river levee broke, allowing the waters to
pour. into the city from the north as well, High water first came

in March but sbated after a week or 10 days, The snow in the
mountains had been heavy that year and in June there was an unusually
,severe:heat weve whiéh,éaused the snow to melt rapidly and fdeluge
“ the valleya |

bowntown streéts in Visclia were 1ike canals during the height
of the flood and tﬁose placeés of business where floors were level
with the sidewalk or lower suffered sonsiderable damage. The water
in most places did no sttein any considerablé depthe, It measured
a foot at some points on llain street ﬁnd on some of the side streets
reached the hubs of buggies and other'vehicles.

Streams outside Visalia overflowed their banks and rushed
over large areas of faqm lands, this provin; a blessing in many
instancese The loss in the destruétion of hridges was heavy,
howevers <

m ore



ad two floods

Few boats were econstructed and muny-_.ei‘ those which the Dalta
had urged stored away were returned to use,Many families moved into
the eourt house for the pericd of the mrgono:sr- .

In the lqiz_tur part of the year 1875, high water aglm.
threatened Visalia but eame only ee far as the Viesalia House,
where the Hotel Jcknson now atends, Iittle damage resulted,

Im 18’?9, the leve es that had been thrown up in haste to
proteet the town bpoke and water again flowed into Visaiia for Ttwo or
three dayse The waters soon receded, however, leaving lakes in

- @ few low spoiS,

The spring and early . summer of 1906 brcught new floods to
the‘ Visalis rea, Mill ereek overflcwed a ahc_n't distance east of
the city and the St, John's river levee Lroke, allowing the waters to
pour into the city from the north as well, MNigh water flrst came
in March but sbated efter & week or 10 days. The snow in the
mountains had been heavy that year and in June there was an umsually
severe heat weve which caused the snow to melt. raplidly end fdeluge
the valleye

Domtowm streets in Visalla were like canals during the height
of the flcod smd those places of business where floors were level
with the sidewalk cr lower suffercd samsidersble damage, The water
in most places d1d no attein any considerable depth. It measured
& foot at scme points on Main street and on some of the side streets
resched the hubs of bugries end other vehicles, '

Streans outside Visalia overflowed their banks and rushed
over lavge arens of farm lends, this proving a blessing in many
instances, The loss in the destructlon of bridges was heavy,
howeveTs
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ad three floods _

heavy rains in the latbter part of 1937 and the early part
of 193é agein threatened to bring high water to the Visalie
area but prompt work in comstructing ]f_o'm-s nwd the daye.
Damage to bridges and roads was heavy, however, and some |
sextkempxhesg roadways end spena have not yet been
ﬁcmnently repaized,

#
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