b'ox"c Simcos.. Ft Na-chess..

Vinen Col. George W. Wright was on his peacemaking expedition
he built Fort Na-chess , a fie ld work lof eartharmd gabions, called by
the old settlers, thibasket fort,

It was located on the south bank of the Naches river eight

miles from Yakima qud was bui t in 1856 by Col. Wright,

commanding the mninth infantry when he came to the Yakima country to
trea¥ with the Indians.

The fort is located on the south bank of the Naches river,eight
mils s fran ~akima ...Its location is the place Wwhere the old
Indian trail crossed. The tral l was used by the If_'dians as
they came up from Celilo on tke Columbia.

Fran F: simcoe it swung across the Antanum, “owiche » the Present

Naches Heights and across the Naches river, ‘there i s brancke d. One
trail went west fromtherse to Niaqually and the other crossed
the Wenas country to Kittitas, Colockum pass and up the Columbia
to Okanogan and Volville. ‘his trail was used by #B60 & detachment
fromt he "ilkes expedition in 1841,by 'fheodore “inthrop, early-day
writer in 1853 and by Lt. g ge B, McYlellan in 1853, during a road
survey.

Yol, Wright camped sbout four weeks on the Nachesriver in May and
June of 1856,

There were 500 men, exclusive of pack train detachments amrd
they were walting fa th r@wd water to recede.

Col. Wright finally had a trestle bridge cons tructed across
the river amd crossed on the morning of June 18 with eight

canpanies , one company of dragoons and ore of artillery.

The troops went to t he “enass, encamped and then moved on to Kittitas

valley amd "ena tchee country in a successful campaign, persuading

the '_'Indians to make peace



¢ol. Wright in a dispatchf rom a camp in the Kittitas valley
tells of crossing the Natches.amd refers to Maj.Robert S, Garnett
arrivin there on June 13 with two companies and of leavin: Lte. Col,
Pteptoe with three companies to occupy ¥oou J"lort Na-bhess.

On July 25, returning to Fort Dalles from the Wenatches,
col. "right wrote:"I halted two days a Fort Na-chess at which
place I was visited by a party of Nisqually I;ians under old Ch¥ f
Leschi, who was temporarily living upon the upper waters of the
Na-chess,

0, #ugust 5, 1856, writing from "Camp on ‘op-pon-ish creck,
Col ¥right said he abandoned :the camp ont the Na-“hess and
ordered Col, Steptoe with his command on the Ioppenish. d4pout the

middle of August he and Maje Garnett and two companies started to

busld Yort Simcoe,



©oldierse

Nor thwest Forts

“aptain Robert Wii1iams went aboard the steamship ueorge Law (New
York) sailed to #spinwall and by rallway scross Pendnad to FPanama.
He embarked on the Pacific mail steamer, the Yslden Age and arrived
in an Francisco in June.
The €teamer Uolumbia brought recrults to Fort Yancouver June 7, 1855.

Recpuit Williams was assigned to "o H, Fourth Infantry, commanded

by Henry D.Wallen, under general command of Maj. Gabriel Rains, 4th

Infantrye.



Poldiers.

llorthwest Yforss

Gaptain Robert "illiams wen®t aboard the steamship uoorge Taw (Hew
York) sailed to #spinwall and by railway gcross PAAdOad to Panama.
He embarked on the Pacific mail stoeamer, the Yolden Age and arrivoed
in Pan Francisco in June.
The stoamer “olimbia brought recrults to Fort vancouver June 7, 1865,
Roeruit Williams was assigned to “0% S Fourth Inf'antry, comranded

by Henry V. wallen, under goneral comrand of Maj. Gabriel Rains, 4th



«+.1% 1s respectfully suggested th& the post established by Colonel
Oteptoe (establishment of Col. Steptos in the Yalla Walla valley as
of Peptember 19, 1856) be called Fort Walla and that o Major “arnett

Fort Simcoe. Yeorge Yright Col 9th infantry Ft. Vancouver,

Sept 20, 1856,

("F_rt simcoe , “ashington gorritory. At Mul Mul Syring, in
Simcoe Valley, about midway between Topenish and SimcoeZ

“stablished #ygust 8, 1856, #bandored lMay 22, 1859

Army r egister for the U.S.

Major “arnett's post..Sept. 20, 1850
Mg jor Yarnett is vigorously pushing forward the erection of

qua ters and storehouses for his command the ensuing winter,
“eorge ‘right, ;ol 9th infantry Ft

Vancouver, Sept 20, 1856,

Fort Simcos, established by Mgjor Garnett was a crude post
hurriedly built from materials secured nearb . bu.bsequentLy a

s amewhat larger post was erected at this place. Fort Simcoe was

abandoned by the war dept. May 22, 1859,



3 p m band concert

21st arm band, CWO Richard H.Zoller,directine.
3:45==8th infantry "Bullets" drill #AMA0 team Sgte. Croft..l
4 p m, Indian dances.

5-L4:30 L‘—.ag dav by Yakima Elks “odge 318 boy scouts Iroop 8

-~

5 p m® retreating

Sponsoring orga. Acssociation of U.S. Army and Military Affairs
Comrittee Yaki a ¢ of C (Todd Smith) chairman of

Orgs. Fort Simcoe at Mool Mool “estoration Society

B and P Order of Elks

Boy Scouts

Yakima Indians

First 8attalion 8th Infy 4th Infantry Division

gD 6006=5 U.S. Arny garrison, Yakima Firing Genter
Express thanks Wash State Parks and Rec Deptu

Cannon=- loud speaker, four man crew lowering flage=

o S Tomn N ;(Me«



Fort “enton, Méntana
Pee "est Shore, 1887, pp 748-756 (With 1ithograph)

Hystorical account, trading poat, steamers on the Missouri, etc,



Fort Boises.
(For mining and toughs story, Indian massacre etc,
see-~- West Shore, 1887, page 685,



Fortsf of The dtate of Washingtoneee«J.S. Whiting.

(A new edition of this book that was published in wrappers in 1946
18 to be issued about Yecember 20.)

Fort Na=Chess (Page 73)

"Headquarters Northern District
Dept. of the Pacific
Camp on the Yakime River
WeT, Kittitas ¥alley. June 20, 1866
"ees..I loft Brevet Lts Col. Steptoe with three companies
of the 9th e..to occupy Fort Na=“hess. This is an important point as

a depot. seo
Ge Wright

Colonel

Report of Secretary of War

¥ort Naches substantially consisted of one largs rectangular

structure constructed with small logs. The building was near
the river bank. *o the west and north wevre a series of half sunken
defense positions. Fort NasChess occupied a very picturesque

position,



Forts of The State of Washington - J. S. Whiting

(A new edition of this book that was published in wrappers in 1946 is to be issued

about December 20.)

Fort Na-Chess (page 73)
"Headquarters Northern District
Dept. of the Pacific
Camp on the Yakima River
W. T. Kittitas Valley, June 20, 1856
n,,.I left Brevet Lt. Col. Steptoe with three companies of the 9th...to occupy
Fort Na-Chess. This is an important point as a depot...
G. Wright
Colonel

Report of Secretary of War

Fort Naches substantially consisted of one large rectangular structure
constructed with small logs. The building was near the river bank. To the west
and north were a series of half sunken defense position. Fort Na-chess occupied

a very picturesque position.



Fortas of The State of Washingtonees«J«S. Whibinge

(A new odition of this book that was published in wrappers in 1946
i8 to bo dssus: about Yecomber £0,)

Popt Na=Chess (Page 78)

"Headquartera Horthern District
Dapt. of bhe Pacifio
Camp on the Yakima River
WeT, Kittitas ¥alley. June £0, 1856
"aees.I loft Brevet 1t. Cole Steptoe with three campanies
of the 9th se.t0 oscupy Fort Nae“hess. This is an important point as

a depot. %
Ge Wright

Colonel
Report of Hecrotary of fay

Fort Naches substantially consisted of one large rectangular
wtruoture oonstructed with small logs. The building wee neay
the rivor banks Yo the west and north wore & speries of balf sunken
dofense pomitionne Fort HaeChess oscupied a very pioturesque
posltione



F pts
o

Vanc‘:ouver-In 1824 the Hudson's Bay company moved itst rading
post from Astoria to this location ami neamed 1t Vancouver in
May, 1825,

In 1825 a new fort was erected vhere the Pearson ‘“rmy

airport now lies but this was evacuated to t he “me: icans
after the treaty of 1846 confirmed the Ore gon region to the
Unit.d “tates. '

In 1848 this fat was'made a part of the United States
military system and garrisoned. In that same year a town
site was platted as Vancouver bity but this soon was changed
to Columbla City. In 1855 a le gislative order restored the
ariginal name. In 1852 the fart ad been named Columbia Parracks and
1t was nct until 1879 that the change to Vancouver Barracks was
made= the American Philatelist Oct 1949, Yol. 63 Noe 1.



Sheridan. Archer
Fort Yamhill
Sheridan built fort Yamhill in 1856, The house Sheridan lived
in , 1855 to 1861 was moved to Dayton park later. I$ was built
in the gorge of Casper Creek, half a mile from Present Butler.
# stone marker was placed at Butler, meeROAR
It was built in 1856 by “heridan.
3 a second lieutenant Sher idan helped survey and lay out the
first railroad route in Opegon in 1855, fhe route was via
Klamath Lake and Yeschutes.

He was trained toride a horse in Oregon . =

e was an infantryman
at West Pointe

dpril 25, 1856 he was releived fram duty by Lt. "illiam Hazen on
the Grand Ronde *ndian reservation which went under the general name of
the Coast eservation because it skirted the Pacific some
distance Horth of Yaquina bay which included Zilez valley.

The Coquilles, lModocs, Klamaths and remmants of Chinooks were placed
there , numbering probably 4,000 and there was a scattered 1,500
located at Grande Ronde under ®gent John F. Miller,

Pheridan continued the work of ¢onstruction as laid out by Lt. Hazen.
Capt. D.A. Russell of the Fourth Infantry took command of Fort Yamhill
in July and ®heridan went to Siletz .?%2%2

Dy May ', 1857, he returned to Yamhill tor ejoin his
canpanya and dutis s were police patrol.

~Upon approach of the $ivil War Lt. “heridan again in command at
Yamhill until he shoull be =relieved by Captain James J. Archer of

Ninth I:fantry. Distrucstirg “rcher's loyalty he continued in

command until September 1, 1861 when (’apt. Philip Owen of the

Ninth arrived and gave the lieutenant his release,
In Peptember 1861 Sheridan was made captain of the 15th U.S.

Infantry under Gon. W.T. Sherman and upon his releasc went east.



