Sunnyside Piteh

he Yakima Investment company owning the big bunnyside ditch will

not be reorganized by the bondholders after all,

“ few weeks ago it was thought that the Califo nia Safe Deposit
and Trust company, London an: San Francisco Bank and the Boston
Llectric COrp ration by uniting had succeeded after two years work in
developing a plan of reorganization that would virtually put the property
in their hands as bondholders. the resul would ha ebeen to leave out
stockholders and general creditors unless they acceded tot he terms
of the senior security holders by paying assessments or accepting
stock in the new company for their claims,

The majority of the stockholders and general creditors came to the
conclusion that Fhis was in the nature of a freezeout game, particularly
as the bondholders are alleged to have secured large blocks of bonds in
return for comp atively small cash advances to Paul Schulze,
president of the canpany.

The irvestigatiomwhich followed Schulze's suicide in fpril, 1895,
showed that he hadmade private use of tle proceeds of these bondd
sales and it 1s asserted that part of them were lavishedupon a famous
actress whose name was mantionsd along with his before and after his
death,

Yhe result of these things was a combination of stockholders and
géneral creditors to mrevent the 66mMAdSaiddd consummation of the
bondholders'! organization plan to force the company into
insolvency and then assumre control themselves., So far their
efforts huve been eminently successful for Judge Hanford of the
l“ederal Court has disapproved of theirpr reogganization plan and
directed Receivers DPonala and “1len to accept the proposition of the

Northern Facific Railway to sell 10,000 acres of land within one

year. 4s the price of the land has been.reduced from $55 to $30 per



®glah Ditch

Ira P. Englehart, manager of the Selah Ditch Company

canal has just comple ted very valuable improvements on the canal system
having expended 3}35,000 in renewing the flume and enlarging the earth part
of the canal,

He says the mr esident of the cammittee of bondholders who now own
the canal and lands willvisit Yakima durig the month of May for the
buwrpse of making fimal ar rangements to put the company in first class
shape and place its lands on the mar ket for sals a t reasmable
figures and easy terms,

It 1s the intention ofthe bondholders tomake this Property as wvaluable
as any in Yakima county--Yakima Herald, april 21, 1898,



Irrigation /

Trrigation is King. “8ginning from its infancy about the year 1873
by the opening of the Schanno ditch, irrigation became an established
f act in the Yakima valley

unning

eghnngng almost through the center of North Yakima in a
southeasterly direction, it was soon demonstrated b¥ the ifPdGaBA
energetic farmers of Yakima that "ibtigation is king" indeed.

Apd they have put their shoulders to the wheels of progress eter

Q8d3d¢ sinee until at least two miliion dollars habe b-on expended
in irrigating canals in the Yakima valley which 4Be now paying
handsome returns for the money invested, -

%he second ditch is what i1s knowvn as the Union ditch'which for a
time furnished power for the N rth Yakima flour mill. Its &ource is the
laches river about two°miles northeast of the citye fhe canal runs

in a southeasterly direction and is about £ive miles long. Growing out
of the necesgsities of this ditch a larger canal was built with its soure
further up the river--the Jatcnezs and Cowyche ditch, ten feet at the
bottom, with a two to one slope three feet deep and the gridde two feet
per wmile. ‘his ditch is ten miles long and has opened up a beautiful
section of the country. v

Most of the lands under thds camal sell for $100 to {300 per acre owing
toc their fine qualifies for fruit and hops, and lying so close
tothe coimty seat, North Yakima,

From the ® ar 1881 when the latter ditch was constructed
irrigatingcanals Havebeen built at an amazing rate.

Among the most important is the Selah Yalley canal.ihisllas its
source about twenty-Tive miles northwest frou North Yakima in the
Natchez river and isaﬁbput eighteen nmiles long. It wdters a bea tiful
section ofthe country and at the lower emi has an elédvation of

about 300 feet above the river,



will run the entire length of the liox valley; thence Crossjng Ehe
divide and emptying int o the Columbla.rlver. f
_be Yak ma fndian reservation canal leaves the south side of
the Yakima river six miles swoutheast of North Yakima running almost
sputh  through the Indian reservation, .
‘his canallas brought under c¢ulti ation a large and fertile trmact
of land. It ishoped that the day is not far distant when congress will
throw this reservation open to cettlement,whenthousands of families
will enjoy the b nefits fromthis ditch,
It is about 35 miles long including laterals’
The great Sunrnyside candl leaves the north side of the Yakima
river seven riiles southezst of lorth Yakima and is now completed 41 1-2
miles, It is 30 feet onthe bottom, 2 to 1 slope and six feet drep. It
IWill'be readily seen that this ditch is carrying an immense body
of water, and “ekima coutty points to it with prides. ?he large scope
of country it tovers is prized very highly fort he crops of alfalfa,
hops, f ruit and grain, in fact it produces most ev rything
that is put-in the ground,
Pt111 further down the Yakima riwer are large irrigating dltches.
“hile. mot yet fully completed the Prosser “alls c anal is an impor tant
enterprize., Likewise the Kemnewick canal Wwhile not covering a very
large scope of country it is quite a long one., There are quite a
number of smaller ditches on the small streams such asthe John Cox
the Stair ditch; the Spaw ditch on the *htanum river, costing
from %¥2,000 to %20,000 each, ‘here are also small ditches on the
Cowyche and the Yenas streams, allof which have caused the lands watered
to jield abundantly,
There 18 no one not familar with irrigation who can bemade to realize
the vast prosperity derived from irri ated landss I have been in this
countrj gsince 188l , having come from “alifornia where irrigation is

carried on very extensively and I can safely say that the lands here



Sunrnyside Canal

“eceiver Allen--""he affairs of the Yakima Investment company are in
excellent condition. Since September lst we have sold over 1,100
acres under the Sunnyside canal to actual settlers.
T ose who have alreadyarrived from the east are more than pleased
with our future prospects and the great ‘akima valley=--Yalkima
Hergld, March 9, 1899,



Irrigation Litigation

The locally famous case of Yavid Longmire against Richard Smith et
al is on trial in the superior court.

Mr. Longmire sesks tor estrain the defendants from cutting off his
water supply on the Wenas. Whitson & Parker and Snively & Miller are
attorneys for the plaintiffe *he attorneys for the defendants
are Bogle & Rigg,Jones & Guthrie, Snyder & Prable, F.H. R odkin,

Graves & E:glehart.
lhere are about eighty witnesses in attendance and the trial

will consume all week--Ytakima flerald, March 23, 1899,



Yakima Project

The Mgrrison-Knudsen Cq in driving Roza tunnels 1 and 3 had earned
$628,534.59 wup to M= 1 or 53 per cent of the cstimated contract of
¢ono $1,137,168.08 gnd 56 per cent of the time allowed for the ccmplétion
of the contract had expired, the April report by C.E. Crownover, Roza
construction engineer, completed yesterday showed,
The heading in tunnel 3 was advanced 684 feet to a total of
7,985 feet leaving 1,653 feet to go before reaching the south portal
and the heading in tunnel 1 wac advanced 916 fest to a total of 6399 feet
leaving 1901 feet to go.
Je.A. Terteling & Sons in constructing the five mile sector of
the Roza canal in East Selah had earned $151,009.63 of the
estimated contract of $276,984 .41 with 86 per cent of the time
elapsed. Iﬁ buildin the short section of the canal west of the
Yakima river the company excavated 27,558 cubic yards of material in
April and by the end of the month had earned $16,556 of 7 per cent of
the contract estimated for this szetor and the river
crossing of $374,409 with 17 per cent of the time elapsed.
Reclamatio créws dug 17 prospect pits on the right of way of
the canal in the lijxee district. Thelocating crews of surveys worked

in the Prosser district--Yakima Herald, May 7, 1937.



Water Litigation
Wenas

David Longmire, a well known farmer of the Wenas was arrested
llonday on a charge of carrying concealed weapons,. He was bound over
to the October term of the Superior court by Justice Taggard in the sum
o *100,

lhe camplaining witness was Robert Yameron, a neighbor of Longmire.

fhe trouble is allged to have grown out of the somewhatnoted
litagation over water rights in the Wonas, Cameron Aad s everal comyanions
encountered Longmire last Sunday. Cameron shoved Longmire into
the creek., He claims however that this was accidental., Longmire didn't
understand it tlat way and drew his gun._cameron clinched him and both
men went into the water in the scuffle that followed, ‘he other men in

th e party disarmed Longmire-The Yakim: Republic, June 16, 1899



Artesian

There are about 16 flowing wells in the Moxee valley which is
imediately tributary to North Yakima. ‘o P.J. Buwalda is mainly
attributable the fine system of artesian water that is transfeffing

the barren desert into a blooming garden. This gentleman is the

advance agent , so to speak, of the prosperous colony of Frencﬁ
and Holland settlers that is occupying the aforetime waste land of
the Moxee above the high line irrigating canal of the Moxee company
proper. |
In discussing the artesian propoéition, Mr. Puwalda at his residence

in this city said that the artesian belt was well marked and definited by
government geologists. It extended as far as Fort “imcoe buthe
d cubted whether flowing wells could be found in any other part of
the county. It was clear that the ocean once held wway over the artesian
region for in boring regular sea sand in a stratum 80 fest thick

was encountered and e ven fish, pesembling canned fish were embedded
in the strata that still retained the smell.

Yoal was also found. *‘he largest well has a flow from 900 feet.*
W.L, Steinweg has three flowing wells on his 640 acre tract ., He has sold
the water for 100 acres. ‘he followirg pérsons besides Mr.Steinweg
have farms watered by the several wells: James Gano, R. Longeran,
--Sorie, S, Edens, W.J. Dickson, Jack Bradford, J.R. Coe, J.W. Peck, W,0,
Stone and--frazier. : o) -

Besides these Mr. ?qulda has ©0@d0@@d three wells in section 5, W.T. CA
Clark has two wells and is drilling a third one, J.W. Peck has 30 acres
in fruit. The ey crop is fine and heavy about Whree tons to the
acre and matures a week or ten days earlier than alfalfa in
adjacent valleys.

No lands are sold until flowing wells are bored.

The wells are located from 7 &8 l-f to 12 miles from North Yakima. The



drtesian--Wide Hollow

Mr, Bpratt left yesterday for Mabton to examine the artesian
well theres He has completed the Wilson #all in Yide Hollow; it is 1,270
feet deep or deeper than any artesian well west of JJakotet.
It i1s cased down 1090 feet and has a flow of t hree fourths of a cubic
foot at a temperature of 80 degrees, ‘he well will irrigate 180
acres and has beeneight months, althgether in the Irocess of boring.
Prof. Helleman of Pullman Agricultural college took photographs
of the well and one shows the top of the platform twenty five feet
above ground with the water flow. ‘he professor sent some of the water

to Pullman for analysis--Yakima Herald, 4ugust 17, 1899,



L Bortt Vakin (co) - Tovigeteny Water Litigation

“he Dunkard colony near N rth Yakima is in straits for water. ‘he
enterprise is fin the hands of a receiver who as it appears has shut off
its water riyhts, c-using preat damage tothe growing crops.

*he colonists have through their representatives appealed to the
courts for redress and an inve:tication of their grievances has
been :romised.
We trust relief will be gran ed though there is no relief in such a case
that can equal in perfarmance or satisfactlon that of settling onlands that
will maturecrops without artifical irrigation. It mey beaddec in this
connectio that the Willamette valey is a favored locality for all
around agriculture and large areas of it are yet uncultivated and can be
secured in su table tracts by farmers possessing moderate means.

The Dunkards have succeeded as colonists where others hav failed beging
an industrious , self-denying people aml withal submissive to duly
constituted authority. North Yakima will make a mistake if it
allows injustice in the form of "water greed to drive these peopla
out though such action will accrue totheexdv;ntage of sane locality
the Irrigation of which coms direct from the clouds without money
and without pricea md whully dependant of ditches, canals, water

rights and corporation lawyers-Oregonlan,

The Oregonian is too insistent altogether. “hatever grievance the
Dunkdrds have ifany will c¢be happily arranged, no doubt,
Ihe Dunkards at all events will be in no hurry to leave
the “unnyside country for the sunless valley of the Willamette. Enough
irrigation is just right, but too much is not what the Dunkards want,
nor indeed anybody else but web-footed settlers--Yakima %erald,

August 17, 1899,



Sunryside “Yanal

Ye the undersigned, r esidents of the Sunnyside country and using water
from the Sunnyéide canal, having seen the following dispatch, to wit:
"N:rth Yakima—-The Dunkard colonists under the Punnyside Canal
are much’ exercised over ftheir water rights under the receivership
of YWalter N'. Granger. LB fok =R
4 delegation has”just returned from a visit to jﬁdge Hanford in
Seattle . the committee of Dunkards wac representéd by Elders
Eby and Lichtye %hey claim that another prominent Dunkérd, $.J.
Harrison h'd lost eighty acres of alfalfa by reason of the scant
"supply of watér &nd that the colony has expended from $70,000
to ®£0,000 in improving lands bought fram the company “but they will
improve no more unless granted their full water rlghts. .
A’colony of one hundred families which wa to come soon from the Last
has been warned not to come until this matter is settled. ihe delegati&n
is ‘pleased "with Judie Hanford's reception and promise to order an
investi atione=- a5 e
And being advised that the same has been widely copied, etc. we
desire, e tc: & g 2 ‘ ’
That the water supply afforded by the Sunnyshie canal is ample
for all needs of the countyye.
That the water service has b ¢n of an exceptional good character.
This is true within our own personal knowledge and is amply attested
by the crops now to be seen growing throughout the country.
That the people of the country general y as prosperous and as great
a degree of harmony of p rpose and feeling exists among them as will
be found in any commun’ty in the world,

That the management of the canal by the Receiver and General

manager is satisfactory.



Cowychee-Natchez ditch

4 mpeting of the Natchez and Cowychee Ditch Yo. was held 1 st
Saturday at which the following rew officers were eleded: President Wm,
Lee, Jr, vice president Wm Aumiller; trustees “m. Lee ,Jre
Wm, #umiller, D.E. Lesh, W.,H., Redman, L.G, Peck; treasurer J.E,

“ha non; secretary J.C. Brooker, auditing cammittee, Lhornton, “imer and
Clarx.

& resolution offered by lre. Cmgdon was adopted requiring the
directors of the ditch company to provide ways and means [ or deliver ing
eight inches of water to the stockholders for each share held. This
is what the company has always tried to do but low water in the past
has required a cut to bemade of one to two inches,

lhis action of the company means that important improvements
will bemade at tle head of the ditch. The stockholders adopted another
resolution presented by lir. Congdon which instructs the directors to
procure an outlet far the ditch into "ide Hollow. This wi 11 require
a new two-mile ditch and Secretary F.C. Brooker has been
instructed to negotiate far the right-of-way--The Yak ma “epublic,

Yoc. 8, 1899,



Irrigation-Moxee

Thereis a movement on foot and tle survey finished Monday whereby
between four armd five thousand acres of the finest land in Yakima county
can be placed under cultivation,.

This big ditch will be a continuation ofthe Bounds & Meyer
ditch in the Selah valley on the east side of the Yakima river which is its
source, continuing around through the Natchez gapa nd covering nearly
all the land in the upper Moxee valley.,
There will be nearly four miles of expensive fluming but the
result will fully justify the outlay,

‘he ditch will be abaxt fifteen miles long, 22 feet wide at the
top aml 12 feet wide at the bottom. The enterprise which is headed
by prominent Yakima business men should befully supported by all
persons owning land which will come under the ditch as it will
cover land where a great deal of money has been spent in a futile

effort to obtain artesian water--Yakima .“erald, Yec., 21, 1899,



Ipriga tion

G.3.Rankin, repre sentih g eastern capitdists has perfected plans
and complet d surveys faran irrig tion ditch which will reclaimsabout
5,000 acres of land witin a few miles of liorth Yakima,

The t ractwhich Mr, ®ankin proposes to bring under water lies
between the loxee dith and the artesian bhelt and is from five to
eight miles from the citye ‘he land in its unimproved state is held at
from 10 to %12 an acre. “hen the ditch is completed it will be worth
$50 to ¥60e. It is generally supposed to be as good land as any in the
countye

‘e proposed ditch willie bul t next season and completed in time to
furnish water in 1901, It will be virtually a cantinuation of the old
Bounds , Meyer & Taylor ditch in the Selah valleyes It will tap the Yakima
river six miles abow the gape. fouwr miles of flume will be necessary
to carry thewater around the bluf f above ard below the gap. “he length
of the ditch will be 22 miles. It will cost the promoters from $50,000
to $75,000,

Mre®ankin says the& it is nd his imention to s eculate in lands or
to ddvelop them, but merely to furnish water to users. The right of
way has been practically all secured and there 1is at pre sent nothig
in the way of the big ente rprise that looks like an obstacle=-

The Yakima “epublic, Kec. 22, 1899.



Indians

Irrigation

Agent Jay Lynch was over from the Yakima Re-ervatin
Monday and when approached by a Herald represehtative regarding
the attitude in the controversy between Tndians and the N.P.
Yakima and K. Irrigation Co. as to the taking of wster from the Yakima
river for irrigation purposes said in effect that he had_simplv stédted
the fact§ to the department at the request of the Comm’'ssioner of
Indian affairs, and hadlmade no recommendation except in one
particular.
He thought that the matter of aprropriation of water from streams
that bounded the reservation would become a serious question
in time and one which would effect this entire country.
according to the treity of 1855 the Indianswere ceded
the exclusive right to the fishing in the referéation boundary
streams which included the Ahtanum and the Yakiama, but nothing
was said about irrigation nor was the subject of irrigation
considered at that time, Since then it has grown to be of ﬁital
importance and the water has come to be considered the 1ife of the
country.
In the opinion of Mr. Lynch the settlers along the ’fhtanum
have no rights to the waters of that stream and he says he has
instructions to prosecute all who violate the treaty obligationsg
but while the appropriation of the water for irrigation purposes
have pr ctically left the main streah of the 2Ahtanum dry during
the irrigation season, Mr, Lynch recognizes that to enforce the
strict letter of the treaty in this respect would practically ruint
the farmers along the creek, and he has fn conseguence taken no
action,
In his opinion the nroper solution of the guestion would be the
making of another treaty and the purchase by the government of

the water franchis; from the Indians .



As to the waters of the Yakima and the ap ropriation by the
irrigation company, Mr, Lynch eonsiders the question still more
serious.

Re has sent plans of the dam and the canal to the éommissianer,
and a-s he 1s of the opinion that the canal would carry off
practically all of the water in the river, he has recommended
thatthe company be restricted in this respect.

Aside from this appropriation workine havoc to the Indians' fishming
privileges Mr. Lynch is looking into the future and cannot see
where the water is to come from for irrigating the reservation
lands when once the conditions are répe for the active cultivation
of the same,

This ig a matter Wr, %iynch considers of grave import and while
he is anxious to do nothing that would militate against the
interests of’Yakjma country, he feels that it is his duty to do
everything possible to improve the welflare of the Indian
constituency.

In his reply to the commissioner regarding tregpass on
the re-ervation, Agent Lynch wrote that it would require a
company of soldiers to keep the stockmen and their stock outside
the reservation brindaries and to maintain the fishing reserves
of the Ahtanum and the Yakima exclusively for the Indians--
Yakima Hemald, December 19, 1891,



Indians

On Friday afternoon of last week in response to the request of Paul
Schulze, ameeting of citizens was called in the rooms of the Yakima
club for the purpose of taking some action regarding the objection®

which had arisen in the I, dian department in respect to the dam which
the N.P.Y. and K Irrigation Co; has constructed across the Yakima
Piver.
Fred R. Reed occupied the chair.

Mr. Schulze outlind plans o " the company he represents. e gtated
that many difficulties had been encountered and obstacles placed in
their way, one of which was the attitude of I,dian Agent Lynch
regqrding the company's dam amd the appropriation of water from
Yakima river. He said he had copies of the agent's letter in which
the of iclial had taken a position against their projeets and
endeavored to cause them trouble at Washington.

Speeches were also made by A.N. F:tch of Tacoma and R.K.
Nichols of this city. Following is a copy of Agent Lynch's
letter which Schulze referred to:

Yakira agency, F,rt Simcoe, Wash, Oct. 31, 1891:
Hon C mmissioner of Indian affairs.

Sir: IN reply to yours land 37084 1891 36566,
I mail you in separate package a plan of the dam now in the course
of construction across the Yakima river which was made at my request
by the engineer in charge of the work; also this letter in regard
to the matter. After examindtion ‘perhaps it would be well to return the
same or a copy, to this office. _

I have examined the work being done and proposed. I don't think the
dam, if built on the plan submitted anc described in letter of chief

engineer, will seriously in erfer with the rights of the Indians



guaranteed by treaty of 1855 in regard to fishing.
The Indians do not obtain but a small portion of their food
from the Yakima river, what fish they do obtain is for food.
The principal objection made by the Indians is that
the irrigation ditech is so large they are afraid that iv will
take nearly all the water from the river and they need
the water for irrigating their own land as well as for fishing and
for stock. )

It is impossible to stqte precisely what the damage might be
a vhat portion of the water will be drawn off from the river into
the ditch.

It app ars large enough to take it gll, and in my ompinion during
the irrigation season, the water in the river will be
turned ihto the ditch unless the company is restricted in the matter.
No attention wgs paid to my request to suspend work except that
the compani mailed the plan which I forward to you.

The whites have taken, and ar- using, all the water from
the Ahtanum river and the small boundary stream, and the i‘ndians
complain that no water is left in this stream for their stock for
irrigation. -

The agent lms a continual fight on every foot of the bounda;y
lines of the reservation and if the rights of the I, dians are to be
maintained, it will want a company of soldiers to exclude stock and
trespassers of all kinds another season-VEpy respectively, Jay

Lynch, U.S. Ipdian agent. Yakima Herald, Feb. 18, 1892.



Indians=Irrigation

« .One of the articles of agreement, purchasing the Wenatchee
fishery provides that the Indians shall decide-in council how the money
shall be expendcd.

When the sale had been ratified by congress I was instructed:by the
comiissioner to call the Indians together in council to decide how the
money should be expended. Tihis I did and it rought forth one of the
largest councils I ever saw; so many were present they could not e
accommdated in the council chamber and it was necessary to use the school
building.

In the presence of Inspector McCgrm‘ck w o was here at the time the
Indians decided after mature deliberation that the money should be
xpended in irrigation.This decision was:.r eached and reported
to Washington more than 14 menths ago and not a word of dissatisfation
was heard so far as I know for 13 months fter and not until the
matter had passed both the I_dian and inderior departments and I wmas
instructed to proceed.with the work,.

It is claimed that I.purposed to bring the water out of the river
opposite or near Toppen sh., lhis is untrue. I prorose to take the water
out 1 2 or 13 wmiles above <Lojpenish in township 28 above the
dam of the Sunnyside Vitch ¢ mpany and only two miles from the gap.

It is also claimed that dissatisfaction exists because I did

not propose bringing the water out at the gap. This is impossible

for congress has passed a bill ganting the Columbia irrigating company the

tight to build an irrigating canal a half mile below the gap. ‘hey hwe

filed their map of definite location and it has been approved by the

interior d epartment, therefore it was impossible for me to conform

to the wishes 1in locating at this partic lar point. I did the next
within

best thing I could. I went 1 1-2 ulles of this location, just as

near as I dared to go.



The statement that I swindled the Indians in the purchase of the
fishery isutterly untrue. I have acted with the best motives and have
endeavored to see that Jjustice was done both to the Ipndians and
whites.

In an of ficlal letter dated September 8, 1892, addressed to Jay
Lynch, Land 25,855, he was instructed to lo-ate this fishery. This letter
says:

"In fixing the boundaries you will exercise due care and dlligence
so as not to include within its® limit® any lands occupied or settled
upon or improved or which any vested rights of parties attach."

This was ot done and the land of some 15 white settlers
was 1lncluded within the survey. Because of this complication I recommended
that the lands be bought by the governmente.

Op 0 ct. 13, 1593, a letter was a@dresssed to Col. Lane and
myself, land 36,876., authorizing us to enter into negotiation
for a cession of their rights in and to this land. Neither “ol.

Lane nor myself were asked to appraise the land, but the honorable
comnissioner in his letter of instruction used this language:

"In vixing the consideration you will take into
consideration t e object of its original reservation by the treaty
of 1855 and impress upon the Indians that they are surrendering
a privilege: rather than a,property, one too that for
thirty years or more they have held in such light estimation
that they have not even made a demand on the government for its
proper location and survey. While this office does not desire to

prejudice its valuation by naming a price, yet it ventures
to.express the opinion that the consideration should rnot exceed the
sum of $10,000."

On Dec 20, 1893, Cnl. Lane and I submitted a ,proposition forpurchase



at so much per acre which it accepted would have amounted to - bout
$35,000. On Dec. 23, 1893 the onorable comnission wired:

"Impress upon the Indians that conggess will pay no ynreasonable
sum for the extinguishment of their title to lands in question.
Make the best terms you can in reason and justice to the Indians and
the government and agree upon a lump sum instead of a certain price
per acre. Lf agreement is nct satisfactory, of course congress will not
ratify same. lhe price the Indians name is out of the question and
would ot be recommnended by this office,"

Wfe then submit ed a proposition of $20,00(), double
the amount suggested by the honorable commissioner.

Ay fair minded man can see that instead of swindling the
Indians I was endeavoring to make the very best trade I could for
themn,

In discussing the injustice of not paying this money to the I,dians
in cash, it should be remembered that double tnis amount is expended
upon the res:rvation every y ar. It costs the gove nment more than
89 $3,000 a month to run this r-servation and to pay the 42
white and Indian employef. It must also be remembered that this
is gratutious on the part of the govenment for they have fulfilled their
tregty obligations with those Indians /15 years ago.

The treaty pr vided that schools, shops and certain annuities would be
allowed for a period of twenty years. Lhis twenty years expir-:d long
ago., but through the recommendatio pf agents the
government has continued to maintain the schools and help these I _dians in
many ways. <heir childr-n from the a ges of 6 to 13 are clothed and fed
and eduxated free of charge. Their horses ar shod,their wagons, plows
and harness repaired by the blacksm th, carpenter and harness maker

free of charge, their grain is ground, lumber sawed and dozens of

articles toommerous to mention are given them f ree of charge.



The government also pro ides that the old and inform shall be fed
and on any Saturday at this agency dozens of old people will be
seen awaiting their turn for orders on the comuiissary
for provisions.

All this could be aboiished with a single recommendation of the
secr ary of the interior because as I have stated their treaty
obligations have been completed with years ago.

The secretary of the interior wrote me two years ago and
asked me my opinion as "o ow these Indians could bemade self
sustaining.

In reply I told hiw: it could be answered in a single sentence.
Help them to irrigate their lands. The i1d:=a of alloting eighty aregs
of barren sagebrush land to an Indian with nomter to irrigate and
expect him to ‘go upon &t and make a living sounds impossible,

I have impressed upon the department in my annual report -
as well as in many letters the great importance of assisting these
India s in irrigating their lands; but if the Indians show no
disposition in this direction and are not willing that
their lands should be irrigated with the fund derived from the sale of
the Wenatchapam fishery, with what grace can the agent ask the
department to ap ropriate money for this purpose?

I am satisfied that if the Indians will improve
this opportunity and show some disposition and desire to have their
lands irrigcated many thousands of dollars can be obtained for
this purpose. Very truly yours. L.T. Erwin. Yakima erald, May 28,:
1896,



Regervatior-Irrigation

Judge Erwin returned on Wednesday from Se:ttle where he was
called &b make answe in the injunction case to rcstrain him from
continuing the work of constr cting the reservation irrigation
di ch, The comnissioner of the general land office and the secretary
of the interior had previously decided in his favor and row the lederal
court has told the obstructionists that they have no standing. This.e

Yakime Herald, June 18, 1896.

-Bive dissatisfied Indians yesterday figured in the
Unit e States court as aprlicents for an ingunction to prevent the
Indian agent of the Yakima reservation from empending $20,000
for ,the construction of an irrigation canal, bit Jud e Hanford denied
the apilications,

Several years ago the gove nment purchas-d a fishery from the tribes
comprising the Yakima nation, paying therefor $20,00 . The terms of
the purcha e were such that the money was to be expended 1in such
manner as the general cguncil of the nation should deem best.

A general council was held in larch, 1895 , and it was there
deternined that the money be expended in cutting an irrigation canal
some 25 miles long . The various tribes were well represented in the
council and it was generzlly considered that g wise
consldsion had ken reached, inasmuch as the I:dian holdings
would be much enhanged in value by the construction of such a canal
while at the same time the terms of the work were such that every
cent of the morey was to be paid to the Ipdians themselves
forwork and the entire amount would thus ultimately find its way back
into their hands. Itwas estimated that the canal wou'd render
cultivable between 20,000 and 30,000 acres of land.

The petioners however ,urged on it would seem by their

attorneys, determined for some reason to pppose the canal.



The same attorneys are now likely to find themselves in a serious
predicament. Contracting with I,.dians for fees in such cases is
strictly prohibited by United States statute except by the express
permission of the secr tary of the interdor and it is stc ted
that one of the a®fdfneyd petitioners, without any such pe mission, has
agrced to pay his attorneys in the present case a fee of $800, giving
as security a mortgage on his cattle. The attorneys will now be
proceeded against.
The petitoner just referred to as promising such a large fee is

arply able to pay it. His name is Thoma Pearne and he is

probably the wealthiest man in the Yakima nation, one of the
recent sales of his cattle to the governuent amounting to $7,000,
The source of his dissatisfaction with the prorosed caral is not far
to seek. His own land is already well watered and perscnally the canal
will not benefit him. Then , toc., hehas beeome aggrieved toward the
sgainst because the latte instead of granting him a monopoly onthe
overrment purchases of beef for rations distriibutes the purchase so
as to give others the benefit of the money. .

..... I, denying the apylication Judge Hanford stated that the
petiticners were not entitled to come into court, inasmuch as
no one of them showed a claim of $2,000,. The $20,000, if &ivided
anong the Ipdians of the nation woud give each of them less than $10...
Judge Hanford also said hhat he inew of no case in which an Ipdian had
ebeen allowed to bring suilt against the gove nment which was his

guardian-Yakima *erald, June 18, 1896,





