7/1/62

Jim Vieasel Iail, Figean-glackfooﬂ,,_stories, geneology..Quffal o-horses, tents
Home :On foppenish Creek, one-fourth mile south of Thite ®wan Long House
Photogfephs taken showing Weasel Tall holdimg jackét (non conformence to
Blacl-foot dress, but special gequest: 2-Holdlng bow and arrops and quiver
case. FPicture taken also of Louise Weasel Tail, dasughter, whose mother
13 a 4/4 or full blood vakima, related closely to the Wanapum band. “he
wa: the daughter of Jim fooney 4/4/ Yakima, bossom friend of Puck-Hyah
Toot of Priest ‘tapids, both are now dead. Both were Washat followers,
?uck-Hyah-Toot or Johnny “uck, was the religious leader at Priest “apids,

He was the father of frank and Rex Puck, now of Priest hapids.
Frank Buck 1s the husband of Margaret, daughter of Jim Looney.

Martha Weasel Teil, deughter of Jim Looney and husb=nd of Jim
Weasel Tall helped Jim work on the jacket, he doing the designing, fringing,
cutting of the buckskin, painting the back (shoulders).

Weaseltall has taken and has long used his father's name, Weasel Tai1
or pronounced Oh Fach Tach Swees in the Blackfoot tonngue. He was
one possessed of much culture of the ®lackfoot, was a source informant
for Smithsonian institution, ethnologists and anthropologists and
retained the old culture of the Blackfoot.

He was a subject of Rginhold Reiss, painter, for one of his series

of Mcalendar rictures for the Gpeat Northern Railway “o.
~

(Jim Weasel fail, the son, is an enrolled member of the “lackfoot. He
has not been interviewed concerning his father, a detail coneerning
birth, 1ife, death and burial, and this perhaps should be done.)

¥mm Jim Weasel Tall's father was the last man amonz the blackfoot
to use the bow and arrow to kill buff. lo,

“our to five relays of horses we-e needed to bring about a kill of

individuals mmong a buffalo herd,
A3 the buffalo were apuroached by the Indians, after theherd had been

located and relays of horsemen posted at strateglc points, they would
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begin their run, invariably into the wind. Hence it was possible to post
the relay of riders, or horses. * buffalo hunter had four or five horses
and would pcst these in position.
Once on the run the buffalo herd would stampede, and from then it was

a matter of the run.

lhe final horse for the run was well trained in the hunt. Horses had
only a looped rope (material not detarmined) throush thg mouth and under
the jaw. They responded to knee pressure of the rider, riding barebsack.

The buffalo was approached from the left., Lences or speaxs frequently

used but in the case of the bow and arrow, the bow was held horizontal
(Yakiima bows were held vertical) and the arrow released from as close
as eight or 10-I5 feet. ‘he perfect shot was one in which the arrow
penetrated betiween the ribs and into the heart. The bows drew close to
60 rounds and steel tipped arrows were used by Weasel Tail. Small game
bows dres about & &x 40 pounds. They were shafted with three feathers.

Sinew for the bow string, preferably was of buffalo,taken from along
the animal's back. Next best sinew was that of the elk anc the third of
deer. Cattle sinew did not have sufficient strength.

“ows were made of oek , called by the Yakimas, so-nips.
Jim Weesel Tail's nmme, before taking thet of his father,

was Tagle ‘ail Yeather or Po Tach Swaks Eh. He has been living for
seven year (approximately in the home of Jim Looney, following Looney's
death. He 1ived there with Looney and his wife before Looney's death,
There were good relationships bet.een the two, but obviously" jeslousy"
in story telling and a competitive spirit in whether Blackfoot songs,
dances, bows and arrows, the way to rele sse an arrow, storys of ancient
days, costumes etc., were better t han the Yakima or nog.

On one occasion a discussion bety en the tio over whether a bow could

be heldmore effective, horizontal, tlackfoot, or vertical, Yskima, wma=s
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continued for two hcurs.
Weasel “ail 1s a good craftsman with much k owledze of how true
Blackfoot articles were made.
In 1961 h:s tent at the annual July Indian “ays encampment at Browning
won second place honors,
fifhey give points for autnentic materials Inside the tent ,
arrange ent etc. I missed by one point because I had forgotten to build
a fire place (fire hole). Tihey asked "where's your fireplace' when they
came tc judre =nd then [ remembered, 1 hadn't made 1t, been too busy
setting up.
#hose bi~ Hiudson':s Puy beads are so valuable they were giving a point
a plece for them."
(Blafkfoot name for jacket and fringe contained in esrlier hotes.)
Flowers, the design on the jacket, are women's flowers and the bird
is a blue bi~d (good example of semi-abstract art, typlcel of “lackfoot
design and symbols.)
ilowers in Blackfoot are Ah pish tis kit si, or zurn Out Color Weeds.
:‘The arms on the jacket are the best tenning of a skin I have seen

for a'long time. ‘he color is just right. (Slightly heavier and

-

goldenish skin, older deer.

WThese skins come from the Flathesd, “hey are the best kanners of this

kind of skin," soft deerskin, light colored deerskin.

" Elk skin mskes a zood heavy jacket.

“l'hese kind of skins get wet and all you do 1is let them dry and then
rub them like this (gently).

"Lk skins are used by men mostly, because they are heavier.
Pyt Blk skins are too“hot" for moccasing, feet get tooc hot. *hese kind

~

of skins get wet In the snow and then you czn dry them and make them soft

again., Skins don't always tan good, they must be taken at the right
time of the year. They are -soaked and scraped with @lk horn or rock
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scrapers, after they are staked domn to the gro: d. It is hard work and
takes a day ofhard work, sometimes more, to :scrape the halr from a skin.
(Dried skins of this kind are buckskin. Soft skins are tanned deerskin.

Buckskin is used in msking drums, parafleche bags etc.A skin can be dry
and sEmaxkak almost brittle, you can pick 1t up by one side and hold it
out straight and 't won 't bend. “t is soaked in water to make a drum head
for a small drum, For the large drums, which several men, flve ,even up
to eiczht and ten, elk hides and horse hides are used.) ‘he ®wmel 1l hand drums
are religious drums. ‘ypical of the Blackfoot, they paint their drums,
hand drums, nsed in religious and other ceremonies . Yaklma hand drums
are only rarely painted. Beinting designs on hand drums 1s more prevalent
among the tTmatilla, the “a'm Springs and Colville.

#3asel *ail is exceptiénally good & makins feather fans, head dresses,
and buckskin jackets,

He has turred his k owxledge and art into income efforts and head dresces
and similar items are made for him by many Yakimas,

in the case of the jacket, photogrsphed, he had numerous recuests from

Yakimas, «~ith money, to buy it, although it conformed neither in style
or design to Yakima or ?lackfoot vork, ~ut it appears the Y& imas,
except for s;ecial occasions as “ashat, where conformity to custom is
necessary, are geattinm tired of ;slip over"ﬁjackets.

:he buckskin b ttons are mn obvious pattem from wooden buttons on
car kmmkx coats ., The painting is traditional Blackfoot, even to the
blne bird, painted because he knew the honor was “lue Bird (lumph kah-kiah)
in Yakima.

fde males very fine replica dolls, authentically dressed, dsncers,

drummers etc. (perhaps by coincidence) have never noticed a woman

doll, all apnear to ha men.



He 1s rege=rded as one of the bsit drum ers and singe's, even of Yd& ima
songs.

In this relationship, it is rec=lled th=t Jim Looney, on visiting
the Blackfoot celebr ation one time, heard a song and memorized it,

“But when [ left the country I forgot it. It didn't want to be
taken cut of hts ouin cruntry,"he seld, and the next year, the.same thing
occurred,

Jeasel Tail is regarded as the best drum maker on the Lok ima
Reservetion (war drums, five mnd six feet across or horse or elk hide)
and hand drums, for religious ceremonlals.,

He is a normal size man for a Blackfoot, large and tall, six feet,
but the Crows are all tall men, = he said.

In later years he has been beset by foot and ankle difficulties and
now uses crutches to et about, freatments for months by a physician
feiled to allay his pains. He has been taking treatments from s medicine
woman and now has no pain, althoigh it wyet unable to walk as he did.

His grestest pride is in buffslo and war: ior stories-- “arriors of

the plains.

Buffalo storys Origin of headdress.,

#3 precounted by #easel “ail, briefly, the head dress , of his
people, origlnated with a dream, one of many instances of :origin."

A hunter was out far from home and was caught in a stormm. He
took refuge that night inside a buffalo skeleton, the ribs and framework
yetx intact. He covered the framework, from the boss bone (hump) down
with & blanket, and slept warm and comfortably in the improvised shelter.
He dreamed snd dr=amed that the bones were the feathers of eagles,
and the bosgs bone was the head dress , the bones standing out llke
a head dress. “here was power Iin an hagle festher.

“hen he returned he designed a head dress of eagle feathers

as he had dreamed it, and the feathers were placed like the ribs of the DulrFeL
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buffal o.

“agle feathers are difficult to obtain, most of those now being
procured coming from the Oklahoma country and cost %2 esach.

They are so scaree that one of his most frequent jobs 1is to repair
en old eagle fezther head dress. In this he utilizes eagle plumes or
down. *hese bits of fluff are frequently worn on hat bands, etec.

fhe Blackfoot gpnarently wore the broad brimmdd hats, decorating
them ornately with ribbons and festhers, and this custom also spread
to the Y:ukima.

Ta11 crown hats such as worn by @11 men,black, nutura and rarely gray
are ho lonzer made, but were a distinctive rank at one time, and still
are, and tall crown swide brimmed hats are highly prizes.

fhn indians, when the custom spread to thse Yakimas, and among the
wiackfoot, too, was not to crease hats, but to leave the crowns high,
:h-y would wet and iron the brims to make them rigid 1instead of burned

up, like the 10 g2llon ktm: hats of cowbovs,



CORITCTIOR s

Insert in Jim “easel Tail file, story account of bittle

between Crow and Sicux Indians over buffalo groudds, and medicine pipe

bundie, The guccessor chiefst

(This 1s a rars thing among infarmants, to tell yo: something one time
and the next to say, I think I had that wrong, what I geve you the other
day., It should have becn thes and so.The very best Informants will on
rare oocasions do this,

In an oral ~-thesls questioning , which lasts about an hour and 15
minutes, substantiation ofyour informents =8 reliabls is one thevy bear
down on, <his examle is worth rememberings

(write in corrections

+he roper seguencs

1-"1; Snake (the Crow who defeatsd the Sioux chisf in battle and
the Sioux left the buffulo grounds te their enemies,
2-8e:n in the Distance (this di1ffer nt than first gilven)
3-Bed Crow
4 ﬁafy Hcr303 (omitted from first, @& man of much note and h1l toric
' fame)
5-"hot poth Sides

6-Jim Shot Poth Sides (soldler who took medicine pipe bundle oversesas)

page 2- of Jim Weasel ‘a1l Figean-"lecrfoot, 7/1/62
third peragreph, line 4, buffalo were epproached from the right, not
the left. (This was interviewer's mistake, did not mare note of proper

gside, re-checked and found it was right,
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re erv t'on, tnd rmiforused officers, headed by "llson Lemaire, c' "ef of
police, maints n their office the e. The traib r ho se is egiip ed with
a shert wave radlo, a stove, on which £®» a coff e pot is usually heating,
beds etc. ' part of it is used as a temporsry fall, if need be.

officers , by tribal councll action, invoke & midnight curfes for
anycne. nder 18, Many of the "ga bler " gromdled at this , since 1t
comrelled them to desert the'r games at midnight and accompany the
childr n home, or 'f they did not have tejees or wers "visitors:or guests”
in some teree, to put the chlldren, they llad to be sent to cars and
this, they ~alntsined, cou’'d cause trouble, Some of the old men and
gomen, -mostly women, those too old to ride herses or walk in the memorial
day psarade and rods in automohilies, o met mes tuke care of the children
or 8't dozisg in the .atomobiles.

*epe@s are set up 11 a circle around theenti-e "pérk,t except ing

the entrance, and the places are alloceted b the village chief,
Har~‘son.TLhe f: t arT¥#¥s are placed on the outside row,leaving

space for e ection of shelters for coocking a&nd eating
In ovation:

“eg1 8 on -a -ma ¢ nvas terees are a marked innovation in Jul , 1962,
Started with fow last year, but an example of ths spread:

Alba “~hawavway gset up first one, it was & guest gift from B visit to
Albsrta, Ya'ada, where most tepees are painted (Jeasel Tail earlier said
he'd have Canudian palnt the buffalo tracks on h's tepes) tnis miest
g:" ‘n; secms to be mi xture of old and new customs,

For instance: Alba and his .ife Hettie will mest some indians from
dista 't point «ho come to Yakima celebratlon, they W 11 taice them
home, entax=tuin them, talk over Indlan things, They will ~1 e t' em canned

hugklcrber-ies to tale home, bead work, moccasins etc. or thinzs like

/ thet.,

)

/



“Ysests 4 11 tell- of some bip celsbrit on, trsditionally heli in thoir
ar-a, 1livec olbe ta, Tradit on seens al ays tobo em hisized, Indlans
Interasted In keaplapg ot only ti eir oun tradit on but knowlng of others,
- Hext year will cone, fhe celebration has be'n & major thing, planiins to
attend, in the lives of :le “hawaways, ~hey will g0, perhaps and usually,
unan cunced, will not look up ths=ir friends there but will be found and
extended sume-hogpltalit:, more so 1f resslible, end gifts «'1° beglven,
li¥e ‘n the case cf the te ee,

Paintea tep es, or with des.gns, hegun n&8 ng appear ance also at
Yendleton rondup end “olville.
Yalk ma :ent and Auning Co, char ez #80 for & tepec canvass cut and
sgved and is adding desisns, «ith no special msaning, comiercialism,
1ike the brolken arrow, symbollic, s, but not of a spscific g} ma symbol,
S0 b’ next yeur , all who osn afford to will kx have painted tepees,
Also, distunt tr. el by automoblles, maies possible observation.
Sone always go to Browniag, !'g Indian devl there of Blackfo t, and
noted for painted tepe-s, let th's difference now, as explalnedby
Jim Weasel fail, the Piegan Blae! foot. T“ey baine the northemmost group
of the Blac foot and ranged into “anada, back and forth ucross the border,
stil do, cuuse border difficulties,"
Painted toje es amon- the “lacifoot epresented the wan's xtsd "scclety"
or fclans“p ."" Xgsk All of these are animal or bird. Hence a Buff-lo
el'n man, who has been "initisted = into thaot society, san travel to
any ext me of the “laclkfoot comt y, and if he sees a "Buffalo” on
a teyes, he gces there, Clansh’p quite com;» e, gettinz lost ~ow, but
adheredt tos =2nch-clarsg among the flac;foot are n'meroi8, incl-de
:nff lo, ®eu, crow, "later Monster, Mud *en...and the color of paint

en'ers to it. .ariiors paintsd story pictures_of the'r exploits on

thefr tepees. And one sipn was very p- zerful, it wes the Sign of the
apizit,
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this was a very strong thing., It comes to & man in his dreem, and L7

he secs th- spirit, then he cun use this aymbol on his tent:

' 1}
Others without cianship or Msecroet society memb-rship (and this a

complex matter fcr single discussion) deplot mountains thusly
‘n yellow, /b\"/\i}/\s ,M"ﬁ?'.tslyd‘le@ to &Ejpﬁr‘f"(ﬁﬁ :represent tive by
Yokimas, -

Uthers painted t'e Biz “iprer, snd the Pleadies.

*he »ioux also painted t  ir tenees with 8rmbols...geometric,
concetric and semi-abstruct art of the purist.

tnGications of the "mixing of tv?bes," 11lke the 14 bands and tr'ﬁeg of
the Yalima “atiocn, and even earlier '‘ntermixture by marriage, far and
wide, and the non=-sa»r'or attitude, until com elled, polt toward the
existencaé of painted tepees amonyg theY&kiﬂas, before the horse advent
® rhas.

Severnl men wel versed amonu th: ‘& mas have Indications of it, ewven

L1 \

of -clans'lp , secret socleties etc., And the fect that Hruﬁnors; of this
tradit‘on st!ll rersist, m ht be a motivating fucter in the teree painting
amon  th: Yakimas,

In the ea ly days tepess, mé‘e con enient to wmove on foodrtorattons
t n theo mut lodges which were gt places of sedentary or winter reaidence,
were of -swins, watar s stant, and painted with desirns, :hen followed
the re~ od of horse introduction ind mov ments to the Puffslo conntry armd
trade with the ;u“‘alo country,(1ikethe “laci:foot) *here was then a per od
of buff-lo '!des, obtained by trade, used ss ta?eo coveringg, One or two
s 'ch old buffalo tent coverings reain «nd sro highly prized, used

only at bir gatherinzs, in com etition for pr'ze money for tepeas,
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-*et alwavs; mats were wused 'n some Lteyes co struction: (mobile) (photos
ava'lablei,'*aklna end Umatilla) +ntil lntroductlion of caives In homestradinz
days, tarpaulins (spelling?) etc., hop picling camps of the 70s and
far into trhre 18s®x 1930s. 1

Tepees, however ars a plains in roduction among the Yuk imas, who
accepted t €71 becaure they were easi-r to move, assemble, stc. And
because tent poles were generully available, or could be left at one plnce,
from season to season and only canvass taken home,

“ents ha ¢ fr-m 12 to 21 poles, those with 21 heiny hetter able to

withgt nd windg Une pole is a lkey pole, longer, inserts into "fly"
note picture , Two pnles usually used cutside (wind ghard hel ) 1t talies
from 25 tmx minutes for on hour to est: lish a tepee, de-ending on numgber
wor .mm, knoxledpe etc, (Lepees only raertially covered here, houses of
the Yu imas #01'd be an entire seaparate atudy, but enoupgh on warlous Linds,
matg ete,, pore nment s-ency period honges, to make full studyx)x in
fiiea,

gélors,-used by the Placifoot were definitely standard’zed and symbolic,
this & separatns matter to ro to in dstail,

Colora among the *sgkima, excent the relig' cus leeder: and strong
follrusers, bavlket ma er3, bead workers etc. not too standardizedn now,
but there is mich simificance and there re ains significance of an
older co or pattern, for face painting (1ike ¢t Washat ) in old days:

for spirit , m dicine men, on horses for racing, r2d on the pre-horue

-

hide tents.”
7atson_?otws has accounts, sm tterin- of this, from older rersons.,
The-paints, blus, ysliow, white, were a mineral paint obta‘ned from
the eastern part of the “lueMouatain: % , Oreron. :his would be
300 to 350 miles from Yakima country,

it wes @ 3odangerous countr, becsuse of the falutes, raiders , horse
stealer. etg,



Their reids, 's all aad larse rarties in pre-lancs ttlemant dawvs, and
i\lomg rq 6 1853 led to construchtlion of fortifications mong the ‘akimas.
One such fortification was north of Fort Simcoe, md ladetailed 1ln one of

the ?uilw v Purvey reports. Another is on Logpy Creek, west of Lo ay 97,
possibly 10 or 15 miles from “pringhill Station nesr the foot of Satus
Faus.,

Lwiyop trihes, and Oregon tiives had onema jorfortification on top of a

table m untain, & retre t, due sonth, a full two ho.rs drive, from
xrtkx Prlingbtcn, Ore., And later-duy raids by the ‘=miutsxara “alutes, rbhe
roarers, on the “arm Springs Reserv tion, Oregon, are recounted in
agorcy T cords,

3

fhe locatiecn of the paliant mine3s WaS t' en in proximity to country roamed
over by the prowling Faiutes, Yy G s TR apart‘ﬁf thecountry roamed cver
by the “sk:mas and utilired as the orininal occupants, althoush nod claimed
as “oc upied: ter 'tory by “amiakin and other chiafs at the Treaty Councll
of Walla Wallia.

Not only vere tents palntc , bot this vaint wes uscd to p&00 print
tasned Jjacrets and-.other we r ing ap arrel, and the face for ceremonial
occas:on. (Little or ot ethnologlc work 'n face painting among the
*akimas has been done, hardly refersance made) Itd persistent ren ants
d- 1t w'th reiigious s-r L:es and horse reclinz, (someinforzsation gathered

g to hou painted, colcrs, men, Women, representaticn and symbolism)



indian stories. The story of Many White “wan as told by J
Jim “easletaill, Montgna Indian at Jim Looney's place 11-50,

Many Yhite Swan. Tschoma Cha Yachi. Slackfoot.

Many White Swan, 40 years ago, had many horses, spotted horses,
In those days women could go see son in law but men could not see their
son in lawe This mn got twice look at son in law, Told wife, I get all
young chiefs here wit party for son in law, Got get ason in law. Go get
young chiefs,
Wife called six chiefs. Wife made special food. Gave food party.
He looked and told s0fi wife how #on in law looked,
Wife told him, don't you know you hae to keep away from son in law,
Anothe evening wife got another group of young chiefs together
and cooked them ;nme food. Yet food for eight hunters this time.
Each just eat the buffalo tongue. They hiredhunters to go and get
eight or 10 heifers. ‘hey took the tamgue onlye
The brought in the tongues amd the wife gixed it real good,
Thnn, in evening, just about dark when you can't see anyone,
callsed: Come. You hawe partye. Bring your knife., They eame and as they
sat eating the. father tip~toe over to the tepee, e peek d in, 1 ok
at his son in law fixing his pipe to smoke.’hen he went home and told
his wife: "We are real proud of son in law, He is a good man. That
made his wife angry. She said:
"We must mo e fran here.'So in the night they moved away. They
were living in the blackfoot home in winter. It was Bell river.T nhey
moved there in the fall,
So they moved toward the south. They travel, go across Bear river,
then Moe River, t hen Red Yeer of Yellowstone. “hen they passed
that they cams to t he Tepees of t hecrows. Said the man, set our
tepee here. Theys aw lats of tepses am corld hear lots of peo.le

ta lkinge It was getting dark and no one saw them. He said, set t e



tepee here on the north side of the village or camp
He told his wife; IT' the morning, cook plenty of dry buffalo which
they had killed and dried on the way,

Just morning at Bunrise,when the old-timers woke up early, when the
morning sta - came up they got up am ate and a te.

‘he chief ofthe crows 1 oked at the Tepee and saw it was a different
kind and that there wasnone like it among his people. He told his
people, that's a Pige-gan,

He told his wife (the man who cae to the village) it looks
1 ike everyone is up. Put on clothes. Put gun, arrows in case..
lots of shots. %old wife. I am going out. Don't bring anytying out
unless I shoot. Bring gun. He went out and faced the village.
¥Your or five came aml made motions "Where you come from. sign language,
rubbing ear on right,

“sked him, what you do, fight. He a swered. T come as friend.
I came long waye I m de trouble, .I cam here,

Yold wife to swatch as soon as he took hold of hands of men who
were coming toward hime. ‘hen you. come. LTold wife to put buffalo robe
downe _“e s&ood an it amd t e others came and reached and touched
hands. Then all in the willage got the news md they came and lined
up to watche

They lined up to see the strange tepes, They said, let's all mar ch
in. The chief said, no. Go hame to your people., Then they made friends
and the chief said, you willbe brother. You may move in next to
my tepee. Put tepees together aml mhk two tepees Iike family.

The young men moved in. He stayed ther , alwais had good and with
one chief,

That was the first fall.The next fall those people in the lodge, grasg
always me et gogether with the grass people. Put up a bet and gRbe
played gamse.

"hite Swan, said, what do you do. ‘hey said, it is a big game

hite Pwan said. T Ann't nlaw (oamhla) Ha A4Aw's ma tlhnd #2and &-7-
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The game they played was fon days. “e put up big story. The one that
makes the biggest story,most powerful to show his strength,wins the
game
I must stop now aml go back to the beginning .(Weasletail explained)
BBore he(White Swan) .28 over there with his wife, ®mfore he left
his country, he went aut early in the morning to hunt a buffalo calf,
He saw two Indians sleeping there on the hill. whey'were strangers.
He looked down at thena nd then went down the hill. He saw they
were Crow people. ‘hey wore one fegther, crow atyle ard braild like
Chinamen. Hc¢ aaw their arrows wers crow #rrows.™ said to his wife.
"I will go down and wake them upe. " She said "No, they might shoot
youe " B:ttle went down to where they were sleeping.
He kicked Qne;s feet mard. He just snared. He kicked harder,
and then kicked againe B4t ne never move, Then he jumped up and
ran away, leaving his things there. He left four arrows. They were
speclial aprows, They were the kind that yo could shoot in the dark
with and never m ss even if you shot in the dark, He ran into the bush.
OneWni e Swan shot him and 1t struck the running man in the back
where he couldn't reach it. White “wan let the other pa tner sleep.
The man kept running. He think;"'hat man kill my partner,"
The partner woke up later., He saw his partner was gone,., He said
"I'll wait. He went into the bush and waited and waited. Fynally he said,
I guess I ,oliome. I think my partner has gane nome there., So he leaves
and it takes him four or f ive days to gohome, |
:he man shot with the arrow he reach home., His back was swelling
up and he went to a doctor. ‘he doctor pull out the arrow and treat
him, He tells the people what happened, he k 11 partner.
Finally he quit runnirg, long way of f,near to two or three bip
rivers(evidently going back on siory) I, twWo or four days his

partner came upe "I thought you dead,” he told his pa tner. I woke
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up about sun upe...On south side which lodge where grass people liveqd,
arrow. He blg chief now. The man shot with tke arrow was 8 big chief,
He told his partner how he chased an I, dian who lmd shot him with

an arrow and had chased him, He didn't in ow what tribe he was fram,

Coeur de “lene, Ft Hall or Nez Yerces a &row. He said, it must be
another Indian .

‘hatwas four th year “hite Swan lived with those people.

I*hey s the chief came to him and said, we will go over tonight and
play. Okey said White Swan, I go along. I want to see what the long
house looks like. ‘he women sit in back. ‘he big chiet chief down
in fronte He sat down and said tothe other, whydon't youb ring 'your
friend. “e taunted him. Didn' t bring arrow,

Then he @aid to the chief who was White Swan's friend:

W hy don't Yo let your partner talk. Why doser—1't he say iomething.

Ee must be a woman. tret a dress forhim.

He (White Swan) had lived there long enough then (four years) that
eund ers toodCrow language. the Big Shot chiff he told how he had fought
all day loung with the I,dians who had come to kill him on the trip
t o the country. He showed them the arrow he had P6Q brought back
when he was shote (It was White 5wan'n arrow, the one thatcouldn't

miss at nighte)

White Swan asked him. “here are the other arrows like that one . There are
or were four of them. You have only one,
0100 The Yig Shot ch#f told him "I have them too," 4nd he taunted
him,.
‘hen “hite Swan sent his boys to his lodge and they came back
with the strong arrows wrapped upe I have threehere like your one
g rrow he said. Then White Swan gotup.He grabbed tl® arrow fran te
Chief. Now I took my arrow back," he said. e po ntedto him. this man
1s a bluff ar coyote. He (*he big chief) got up amd ran. But all the
Id 1ans piled on hi o+ They tare his clothes and cut his hair and put water
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water and ashes all over him. ‘hen the threwhim out. "You are a big
liar" they shouted to him,

the Big “hief went off andset up his tepee. He told his friend:
let' s go hane. Chief go home. Tyld his fri:nd to go over to the Crow
and invite him over to kill rim. I got four horses, all colors. I'Ll
gilve them to you to kill your friend, he told the whief who was
the friend of Wnite Crow,

The friand went back. I bring b ad news he said. He wants to
kill your friend. But his wife said, no you can't do that. ‘e is
just like your brother.

Next day the Liar chief sent for him again., He said the same
thing. “nd %I have four more horses, lots aof good white buffalo hides
* will give. Go and kill your friend. "

His friend went home. "I almost kill my partner now , he told his wife.
Next day the chief sent forhim again. He offered him the same
horses. And he had a 16 year old daughter that had never been married
efore., “hese he offered to the chief, the friend of “hite Swan.
WIt1l take 1t," White Swan said. Then he went home and told his
wife. "There will be two ofyou now, a young one to help you,"

His wife saild, "What do you meani"

Then his wife criéd and walked out, when the chief said, "they will
kill him t omorrow morninge.

The ) o B Many Swan. They have sold you for four horses a nd
one woman, she told im, Leave ton ghte *hey will kill you tomorrow.

"Yes, I lnaw,"he told her "I know somethirg is wrong.

So that night he moved his ;epee. Early next morning he put on

his warrior outfitl They came out. lhe chiers got up. They sawh im
walking back and forth in front os nis tepee, shoutings®Ajll right, you
crows. You can start . Come now . “ome armd kill him. Yhat'she. ‘hat's
the onee My iriend sold me, Then he waited until the sun came.

He met theme. “e'd better smoke, he said. He took some sun glasses he
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had brought with him, he other'c had mever seen them before. They
sat in the tepee & 4 when t e sun came in and shown down, like tat.
(pointing to streak through top of tepee) he held up his glass to
his pipe and 1it ite Then he smoked. They thought:

WHeaven has g¥ en him iight. He will kill all of us., Let us apologize
to him. Let us go whip his partner. So they grabbed the chief
and tore down his tepee. They made mud and put it all over his
partner. They said:

"Many “hite Swan is our chief nowe "

lhen Many White Swan took his Woman. and said:"Now I go home."The
whole tribe took him to his coun ry. He found his tribe and watched
them all day. He was hidden from them. Then night came he saw the
tepee in whidch his son-in-law lived and he went thrre and went in.
""Where you been," they asked him. Everyone came and talked to
himand heard his story, the story of Many S@80 White Swan.

‘. e name, in the language ofhis people, his name is In-#h-“han-Achalki.

Many White Swan,



Diurial, Jim Yeasletail. informant.
Schultz..the writer
He wrote fine Indian s tories. He lived among the Indians and married
an Indian woman. He md children oy her. 4hen she died am he went
away o e went to San Francisco I think, " hen he died he left word
for his son to open a strong box he kept. There was a letter there for
the son and it told him to take his body home to be buried wita the
Indians by the body of his first wife.

Sy they took him to M _ntana amd they took him to Browning. :E[‘he
Indians met the body at the train and they took it on horses
to the graveyard where even a waga couldn't go and they buried it
there by the body of his wife and they stuck a feather up there to

mrk it, just like the I dians do.





