o N ONE-HUNDRFD YFARS OF HERITAGE .._;f_ f

A haritage born one-hundred years ago when the tresty makers assembled

\ in a cottonwood grove at Walla Walla is a preclous possession of the Yakima§,
They had| one heritage so old that no one knows when it was born. It was

a heritage fof a8 religion that recognized a Creator who gave llfe to.the

Esmth -gnd ita possessions, /VeW;

The
- @e Ereaty of 1855 has matured into a heritage for #Hees= living and m

unborn,
The

‘he wise old chiefs with\a/power hg!ﬁ:gg&;sﬁb gifted leaders, realized
that ®= future 1lilfe must chapge fer—thtrTmeople when the unwanted treaty
was thbtust upon them, it was ratified by the “enate, the president
proclaimed its—exdsbewass and it became the law. Grandfathers clinging to
the old ways, and the young people struggling to learn the new, held it
in solemn and highest respect.

bdrrival
'The written history of all tribes commenced with the s@&w®mt of the —

Eyropeans (dnAlfonrth Amevtes, Of the earlier, the Pre-Columbian era, only

fragmentary tales survive the dim mists of te unrecoverable‘\years..s’o

the Indian story became the wemy hHs tory of America <Wm
7he _‘

mr '
The Europeans foundpthe origiral inhabitants possessed sribal governments

and were self sustaining. Many conceptions of a Creator flowed f rom their
worships. They had a faith that death is not the end. It was not unsimilar

to the belief‘in.human hearts today wherever there are men free to worship.
eeply} and
It was a falth 4 intermixed sm=de=smdy with nature bissse=t¥ has never been

uprooted,

But
hen trcaty making ﬂt:-t begaq’the occupants were peaceful med] the
(et '
- estwardly migration gogss t%hﬁ tribes
defend
' pepes==me thelr homes. The Yakima, being human, were no different.

-~ o Aem 222 e



All this had a beginning,

As early as the Revolutionary ¥War provincial assemblies considered Indian
affairs and the Continental Congress appointed a committee to "secure
and preserve the friendship of the Indian Nations,.,"
Thatam afeairsmere vros aRO-men— % 2552 7 5&njamin

Franklin and Patrick Henry were members.,

in 1606 the London Virginia Company instructdd its colonists :"In all
your passage you must have great care not to offend the naturals.,."
#nd when Harvard Ebllege wss charted in 1650 it was for ' education of ye
English and fhdian youths‘dﬁmwhdwvwaunb?y in knowledge and Godlyness,"

#1though the Fresty with the Yakima Yation is just 100 years old, the
first Sfesme—brexty In thls country was with the Delawares, 177 years ago,

Lommissioners were appointed In 1783 to treet with Indian nations and
the system persisted until 1869 with the result that 360 tre=zsties were
made before Congress terminated the power in 1871, substituting a
“wardship" policy.lﬁgservations were crezted by emecutive order, authority
of Congress and by tresty or agreement. They became small domains within

the states,

. | ﬁa:tt

The process of extinguishingatitle Poeasi=thexdmmd was outlined under
the Articles of Confederation (September 22,1783) which "...do hereby
prohibit ex d forbid all persons from making settlements on lands inhabited
or claimed by Indians..."

When the War Department was crested byugust 7,1789, supervision of Indian
affairs was left to thePiﬁ%l}eE%r ;%?s??gkef? named @

dith the dawning of migration, Congress created an officer for the
Indian Service, July 9,1832, namingFhomas L, McKenny commissioner. The
organization of the Department of Indian Affairs was effected by the act
of June 30,1834. The DVepartment of the Interior was cre:ted on March 3,

1849, and Indlan affalrs were transferred from military to civil control.
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Previous to 1871 there were 1,000 3aws concerning Indians but zéneeﬁemeR
s the‘complexity of peEesEs 4,000 were added. 1:
When TUylsses Urant became president, March 4,1869, he appointed a board éJE
1<
of Indian commissioners and Iinaugurated oS new pollicies, many no douwt §1~‘
‘“,‘
originating when he was a young officer at Fort Vancouveriawﬁxbnadedzin/the— L
| o~
e DITE\ Valleys B
| &
By 1890,s1lotments on definite areas tended to destroy the reservations, |-~

[
education of the people was stressed, and reservatlon Indians were enlistad%ig
as soldiers, Impoverishment was one result of the Enrcllment Act, y;:
The residue of lend on some reservations was sold to the government 4~d Thow

ACAZBgorrte bR bt re ondetiven_J nosed of to settler§:>

¢ T Sack,
T;;f;;;;_éo,lsgo, surrendered land amounted to 17,400,000 acres,
Dur ing this critical period, although opening of the Yakima and

Umatilla reservations were frequently sought the tresties remainod inviolate.

Ak Poens. . b 7 V- o T N

Eh@ ¥gg¢mg_ﬁneaty created a reservation of approximately I'ﬁ@b,ggn

acres or 1,233 square miles of farming and grazing land, forests, streams

and lakes, mm set aside for the 14 original tribes or bands for "as long

as the mountain stands and the river flows."

1,121,000 acres.

The comparatively small area was received for ceded territory estimated

It has now shrunk to sbout

at 16,920 square miles of land or 10,828,000 acres. Besides there were jk\

' <

promises, weakening with the years, that the government would protect 3?;
the people e ducate them to a new life, provide them wlth ferming equipment, , =
hospitalize their 111 and infirm, and forever offer guardianship. &7
uxl.um a.nu 10rever oLlvr guaralansnip, -
' 37

Treaty making moved from east to west with the sung | 8
The Organie baws of Oregon Territory, adopted August 14,1845, and i §?7
embrecing what is now the state of Washington prescribed thet the "utmost \ :;'
i

good falth shall alweys be observed towards the Indians, their lends and

————e

property shall never be taken from them without their consent...but laws

founded In justice and humenity shall from time to time be made for

( (2 &



preventing injustice,™
The Oprgmnic Act creeting "ashington Territory was passed March 2,
\ii

1853, The northernmost line was determined by the “reaty with Ureat

Britain which established a boundery between this—combry-and-the Beitish
bagsesstons or the forty-Ninth degree of Horth 1latitude.

o while it was not.untll Yovember 11,1889 , that the Ferritory was
admitted to the Union, the pre-treaty impact of migration and Lndien
deélings in the Oregon country was germina ting,fvomerstrdons seeds

%he act that established the territorial govemment of Cregon, January
29,1847 also declared:"Nothing le=sbirts=set shall beconstrued to Impair the

richts of persons or property now pertaining to the Indians in said

ate it

territory, &s

The path of migration first led south of tle Columbia River, leaving
Shteeteen—tp the north untouched for a time,
‘here is no parallel of so many people travelling over such a distance
excepting that of the conquering Mongols- as that of the movement over

the Oregon 1%&11 which eventually brought about the treaty.

This 1s the Sesquicentennial of the year that Lewis and Clark ﬂtﬂgr

traversed a part of th%trail ‘ﬁhﬁ/Hunb“Q_pné&tieﬁ’helped’ﬁm_nf&t_inb

TWhen z.ewin and Claric Se/f’MSl S M

(Fvents 83osEly related to the treatieQﬁwem& formuleting, preparing

the seedbed for the Indian war of 1855,end the report of J. Ross Browne,
special Indian agent to the Secretary of the Interior, the rsRe 35th Cong.
1st Sess. Executive Yoc. No., 40:

" e.elt was a war of destiny--bound to take place...



ZaKivg oF linds ° PrROTCSTEA Y, ;
"The history of our Indian wars will show that the primary cause 1s

the progress of civilization. #s far back as 1835 the indimns west of the
Rocky Mouhtains protested against the taking away of their lands,"

In 1849 Pamuel B. Thurston went to the Capitol as a delegate from the
Territory of Oregon.'?he result was authorization by Congress, June
1850, for a commission to trest with tribes west of the Cascades.

Four months later the Donation Law stimulated migration, granting single
person%SZO acres of land and marriecd couples 640 acres, Bpowne sald this
was: Unwise and impolitic to encourage settlers to take away the lands
of the Indiens...Mone of the so called treaties were anything more than
forced agreements,"

The President appointed General John P, Galnes, governor and
superintendent of inaian 8ffairs for thejrerritory of Oregon; Peverly S,
Allen, special commissioner, and Alonzo °. Skinner, Indian agent. They
treated with tribes of the “illamette In March , 1851, but settlers
who‘occupied land marked for reservations met, protested, and (ongress
d%t ratification,.

Up, Anson Dart was appointed superintendent for the jbrritory, recelving
instructions from Commissioner Luke Lea that it was the "object of the
government to extinguish the title ofwtbhededdansdgralirlend west el the
UnacoieWewnbatrns and if possible provide for the removal of the whole

from the west to the east of the mountains.,"

Dart, communieating with Elias Wampole at Oregon City, July 21,1850,
instructed him to locate on the "Utilla HRiver at what 1s caelled the

lower crossing of Umagﬁdgrant Road in the country claimed by the “ayuses

or in their om lenguege Kﬂi’p
Ths wame~guneriatandeni~adrisnd( advanced miscanceptions  long

persistent. #MisConCeyp Frons,



e}
"The agents under your supervision will find christien missionaries
engaged in extending the blessings of Christianity to an 1ignorant and

idolatrous people and of civilizing and humanizing the wild and ferocious

SaVaz€ e e i
‘he interior tribes w¥ererbsginminzbe fanl-blp sifoctaofemipgration
&pd»Qan&A;n£6xmea~tﬁb~c6mm&!@iensnfbha%*the/tﬂéﬁes "had become alarmed at

report that the government intended to remove all Indlans west of the

Cascede Mountalins and locate them among the tribes sast of those mountains

&m
promised to meet them at The Dalles,
Dart left Oregon City, May 30,aboard the riyer boat Lot "hitcomb
and reached The PYalles June 2. ‘heare he promised that there would be no
removals of tribes without their consent and the land would not be taken

 feem—bimem without "a fair and just equivalent."

The first indication that treaties might be made with tribes east of

the “Vascades was November 28,1852, siérimas—cenbainme? in a letter et
by Captain ﬁenjamin 'Alvord of the Fourth Infantry, commanding at Fort
Dalles.

£3 et e e

oiic

lie,wa'; R
éat%leﬁEmdzﬂnfgha’ﬂa%TaQ,Pegéons Later h:za!négsééﬁiizf to Major Genersl

D, Townsend at “an Francisco, the headgquapters for the Pacific, pointing

g o
out hils opinion of "entaring as soon as practicable Into treaties...tm

[ »
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FOo?‘}za/({S ine The ' [wTeR o R & L5
That winter footholds were being established in the Walla Walla

Valley. L. Brooke and
to locate at the headwaters of the “alls Walla River or "in the Wwicinity

i 74
of the old “hitman Mission, Yo eargpondhePs; jETd raveof ear FimDdeing
memmmm%wm

And Mowir:)ﬁgmmth one of the participants in the Treaty at
Walla Walla},m who negotiated the Treaty with the Yrives of Middle

Oregon, June 25,1855, was notiflied by Commissioner Lea that he was

C y
appointed supermteqdent of tribes in O gon. Berwes_Jeel Palmar.

. Tsaac I Stevews,
Not long afterwards &@MMMEWMWM

was following a trail t hat eventually led to the Council grounds.

iy Governer ‘Swme=E, Stevens, who had been order«d to explore a route

“\ for a railway , Weronahlgiwesamd wrote that he would be unable to resch
»

:~;,‘the ter‘r-iTory before August. His oath as governor was signed on March 21
\.__,"

863,
G \dftentflon was
the same SunmeM irg east of the @ascades where the

‘z‘akima chief, K‘amiakin lived.
George B, McYlellan, who later became general of the Army, writing

(Wenas) August 22,1853, while surveying,

from his camp on the "Wee-nass
.

thabOubry, also Indicated that t reaty plans were then under consideration

A dertaledu Y6\ paohren
o 73 g((
The bearer, Kamalacan he wrote, 1s the head chief of sll the

-

Yakima Indlans. He 1s by far the richest and most influential chief Jda.

ﬂe jmpact OF seﬂ/.eme.u?' was alReady beimvy FelT

Lieo::*g_;e C. Bromford applied for a license to t rade and

&
L
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772,

>y

east of the Cascades,

u

William Chinook, who had served with Brevet ‘-‘aptain J.C. Fremont en~oxe

wRote

M APremontisexplorationsy (uriting from "Wasc@alles of Columbia,
November 5,1853" to Supsrintdrient PalmerS sms=h

"..."s are tormented almost every day by the white people who desire

Srevtss 115,

y

»

>



gerdensAthey wish to take possession of the very Spots wWe OCCUDYe..

" M ow we wish to know whether t his is the law of the white man or the

- ¥
ipdian. Lf 1t is the land of the white man, when did they buy 1it?

| de0 -

R.R. Thompson, indian agent Middle Oregon resided at The Palles
s reDresthied thre—@tR Toople ~Here,

T g A
m;e milltary station @% was garrisomed by two companies of

theﬂ F{"ourth Infantry, 53 men, commanded by Major abriel Rains whose path
afer
wasyto cross that of Bamiakin pdnumore wape Ghaunonae

The House of Representatives convened at Olympila, February 27,1854, on

the day designated by Stevens' proclamation of November 28,1853. There
were then 10,000 Endians in the territory "in about equal proportions
sast and west of the Vascades. " The non-Indlan population was less than

four thousand,

i we" was Later davleed):
Among those entitled to vote from Clarke County [the offimtmrsgarrimp

b Pore thd WAl ves\ aropped) was A.J. Bolon who was named to the territory's
first Indian Affairs committee. Stevens told the Yakimythat he would
appoint Bolon their agent, It was Bolon's violent death Imtthe Yakima
st ry at Wahk Shum in the Simcoe Mountains that ignited the confllet.

Stevensmwmm stated:"I will recommend

memoralizing Gongress to pass a law authorizing the President to open
it

negotiations with the Indians east of the @ascades;MW/w
aatAnmuiehnent o \the tithe g thesM\laids

8olon was not appointed specilal agent for Washington Territory until
Mgreh 17,1854, but he wrote to Stewns at Olympia the previous month
recomrnending that the valley "hear the first camp of McAllister
(James McAlister) after leaving the Lakima Hiver is a suitable place
for timber for bullding.”

That September Palmer appointed “athen Olney speclal agent for



/X

Indian tribes in Oregon, while Olney was living at "Wascopam" Wasco
County , the present Palles, and revealed that Palmer contemplated
entering into treaties with all tribes in Oregon" for the purchase of
their country." Bolow V,—g/fs -\ja [Cimd s @

Bolon submitted an annual report for 1854 to Stevens for the Central
Qistrict“'comprised between the Pascade and Bitter Root Mountains,"

be w;oteg"I directed my attention in the first plasce to the Yakamas,

Of the five influential chiefs I succeeded in seeing but three, Shawawat
(Shawaway), Skloom and Teias, Owhi, the braher of the last was in the

buffalo country and Kamiyakan, the most important of all was not to be

| found, GA\paedSMk - with Itm(Sawawdd) I offered some small payments,

His people gladly accepted but Shawawal decllined saying that he had been
adVis%S not to teke any presents as it would create a lien on their

lends.

regotiation of_treatdes whiecimwere afbSermardssrepidiatedwhile—the Fmde
Hemalned _HT hossestionof tie_setilens

ﬁolon went to the Ahtanum mission to talk to Kamiakin but that chief
was In the mountgins. He wrote "they will consent to dispose of the great
part of their land., ‘hey raise a 1ittle corn and some melons and mamsmdws
pumpkins but chiefly potatoes and peas. Of the former I think they
must have about 15,000 bushels. Shawawal has a patent churn and meakes

his own butter."

S0 in such an atmosphere sebmsl treaty negotiations were undertaken
with the Yakimas.
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Control of Indian £4ffairs in “ashington Territory was vested in the
governor, “FmEe=3, Stevens,when Oregon and hashington territories were
separated, March 2,1853, Stevens was ex-officio superint endent of Indian
affairs four years after taking office,March 21,1853, and was relieved
on June 2,1857, by James ¥, Nesmith of Oregon as superint endent of both
territories,

‘Stevens negotiated nine treasties in the territory between December
26, 1854 and Ymuary 25,1856, but only that of Medicine Creek was qulekly
ratified, the others being delayed until March and #pril of 1859.‘Eﬁ3§655525£’

abatod thendhenanisn oruidre, N

& = o w T e

R errs oy : P8’ ML Skoltom T, Y sher
Fgpryle-T¥iendn\ Umat3iTe_and e imd \résefvetlons,

Stevens organized his Treaty Commission at Olympia on December 7,1854
by appointing Yames Doty secretary; George Gibbs, surveyor; H.A,
Goldsborough, comiissary and Frank Shaw, interpreter., He told them of the
urgency for treatles and placing the Indians on reservations and rezd

treaties thathadbesrconsluded with the Oto, Missourl and the Omahax:s

PESTETIS, | wewt suwl
Doty then gg%igsﬁa(’a;z;;;;:; the way.,

ge wrote , March 21,1855 from “alla Walla that he had reached a camp

two and one-half miles from Fort Walla Walla and had decided upon

establishing a depot on the Fouchet River six miles from the fort and ten

" n
miles from brooke and Promford's treding post. Wlkzﬁafimngssibl4hixx

He had conferred with Lawyer, the acknowledged head chief of the
7“92 Perces who promised to bring al1l his people together at any time
within four or eight weeks., "I also had several conferences with Peo Peo
Mox Mox and find him rathem difficult to manage, Eﬁt# wrote

@k He then went into the Yakima country and f rom "Camp in the
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Attanum (Ahtanum) Valley, #pril 3," dispatched a messenger to Stevens:
"o reached here on “aturday the 30th...Camiackun (Kamiakin) flatly
refused and ‘eias accepted., Yesterday all the chlefs but one, Owhi, were
present. Ihey wish the governor to conclude treaties with them... All the
Yaiima chiefs, viz &amiackun, Teias, Owhl, “hawawal and “kloom & reed

i
to meet you at Walla Walla and to conclude a treaty,whtekh would~prace~them

DPeFENR_L SRS e Y. S Heek

L thexn medke Potter—and—Tonistvate the—soin

;afa(qu'/QaiafJ

"7 paid my respects to the priests at t he mission and Father Pandosy (Rev,

h
'é?ean Charles Pandosy 0.M.I. ) has been very polite rendering me every “
R e
R assistance." A
e
He wrote again from "Camp on the #ttanum, 10 miles below the mission, [

suggesting that Stevens™ring considerable gold mmst of small denominations

. 4
and sow-ﬁ_—%m\r\{o&oi%%léLpurpc{h{_a;gs.T/e eA T‘g,. Acc OGNT CR)

f Eesides the actual'freaty Notes of the Council in May end June, 1855,

| one of the sources is the journal of Colonel Lawrence Kip, U.S.A.

Kip had gone by steamer from San Francisco to Yort Vancouver early in

%9y, a six-day goyage. Rooa smrs_ship dareied T80 reopwdtenfor the Sounth-

k company of recruits was ordered to The LUglles and Kip decided to.go

along. They went on the steamer, belle, which operated as far as the

and
Cascades, the head of navigationhygde the portage around "the great salmon
7.
fishery... the season of which commenced in this month. . thsaborteitel—willage

'He described the post of ‘he Yalles.

"The bulldings are badly arranged, having been planned and erected

some years ago by the Mounted Rifles when they were stationed in
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~

b
4_:\'

\ /A
[/ "A tent was procured for Lieutenant gracie and myself while the men

~ |
-

Opegon. *he officers' quarters are on the top of a hill, and the
barracks some distsnce further down, as 1if the officers intended to get
as far from them as possible.“ A |
b=wesk—tuter Eg declded toa:;ompany Lieutenant Archibald Yrescie m d
forty men to t;e grend council. *he party left May 18,and riding 20 to
40 miles a day reached “alles Walla May 23,
"It was In one of the most beautiful spots of the valley, well wooded f/“\

with plenty of water. Palmer and Stevens were already camped with their | o |

party.

y /

erected huts of boughs spreading t hem over pack covers,'"

On #ay 24 the Nez Perce arrived, 2,500 strong.

'Friday dawned wlth rain splashing on the tents.@!hﬂnﬁiilstopgnd Kip

rode to the Nez Perce camp to visit tawyer and found him reading a New

—

Testament while & Germen soldier was making his portrait Wk In crayon.

7~

(Lawypere 75 5 /4 Frca;

The soldier was Yustavus Sohon, & wood carver and bookbinder who enlisted
in the Army in 1852 at New York, went wl th his company aboard the(olden

gst to the Pacific Coast and reached Fort Palles in September, 17852,

&dlegjag,lagg,wg;&fquad, Sohon made the only known likenesses of

some of the chilefs,

‘n Sunda;yKip accompanied Stevens to the Nez Perce campwhere one of the

chiefs was preaching.
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"They have prayers in thelir lodges every morning and evening--several
times on “unday" he wrote. (These then were some of the wild s avages,
the ignorant md idolatrous people' referred to by lart),

On Monday the chiefs of more distant tribes and theX followers began
arriving and an encampment of 5,000 stretched across the valley for more
than a mile,

The council was called for noon on May 28, a *uesday, but it was 2 o'clock

before it met, Interpreters were sworn in, Stevens spoke and then rain
forced an adjournment. The council reconvened on May 30 and Kip described
1t i
"Directly in front of Governor Stevens! tent a small arbor had been

erected in which, at a table, sat several of hls party taking notes.

‘n front oﬁthe arbor on a bench sat Goverrnor Stevens snd Uenersl Paimer,
end before them, in the open air in concentric semi-circles, wer%*anged
the Ird lans, the chiefs in the front ranks iIn order of their dignity,
while the background was filled with women end children, ‘*he Indlans sat
on the ground,"feposing oAFhe bosom of their Yre=t Mother;“

The next day Stevens and Palmer made long speeches. there was no council

on June 1, Kip explaining that the Indians wanted to consider the proposals
and meet at noon the following day when the chiefs spocke,
The council resumed on Monday when Lawyer spoke for the Nez Perces.
Stevens and F%lmer talked again on June 5 and B1p wrote tha he had

detected a feeling of hostilitywammngAagme«o§mth@gbﬂibeeu'Thsre was no

council June ?L)
e T

QQOn the sevent@,Kip sat gt

in the arbor and wrote some of

the speeches,

Stevens.saidz“My brothers., “e expect to have vour heerts today. Let
us have your hearts straight out."

Lawyer described how thépribes in the east receded as the vhiltes

approached, and told of the coming of Lewis and Clark,
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Young Chief of the Cayuse, who Kip felt was opposed to the treaty,
asserted that he had no right to sell the ground which as Kip wrote:"God
had given for thelr supPort." 4nd ¥oung Cnief asked: .
"I wonder if the ground is listening to what is said? Though I hear what

the ground saysy [}

fb&d‘bkstz/fhem‘b{ght.'The Upeat Spirit appointed the roots to feed the
fndians on. Fhe water says the seme thing. *he Ureat Spirit has given us

our names, We have these names, Nelther the Indlans or whites have a right

e ¢
to change these names,

&dB&u&9LR/Q9ac94alixbhaf‘gf4Wa/6hwmaT/tre5b4aﬁiﬂﬁruiﬁeﬁhthebéamadzway
:ze ground says 'it was from me man was made.,'"

B Kip, who did not record the arrival of the Yékiméain his journal, then
mentioned Kamlakin,

"Geheral Falmer sald, ' I want to say a few words to these people,é

but be&ore I do, if Kamiakin wants to speak, 1 would be glad to hear
him, "
Kamiakin,‘i}kima chle f sald:"I hawe nothing to say.'

Stevens asked "HoW will[€amiakin or “kloom speak?" to which Kamiakin
replied:

"What have I to be telking about3"

When Palmer addressed the council he said:

"We do not come to steal your land. We pay you more than it is worth.
Wpat is it worth to you, what is it worth to us? Not half vhat we have
offered you for it."

Kip wrote that sll but the Nez Perce were disinclined to the treaty and
added: "It was melancholy to see their reluctance to abandon their old
hunting grounds of their fathers..."

Before the council closed that fateful day Stevens spoke agsain,
assertings: "

"eeolamiakin th%éreat chief of the Yakimas has not.yet spoken a3
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His people have no voice here today. He is not ashamed to speek? Then spesk
out. Owhi is afraid to lest God be angry at his selling his land. The
tresty will have to be drewn tonight...This business must be dispatched,"

5o the council adjourned to reconvene, June B 8, when “tevens and
Fglmer addressed the chlefs who refused to agree to the treaty.

fbout this #mme Kip wrote:"He told them as they do not wish to go on
the “ez Perce Reservation he would offer them another reservation whic h

Vo
would embrace pert of the lands on which they were mew living. After this

offer had been cleerly explailned all acceded to it

except onebribey, the Yakimas...
"Saturday the 9th, (hknis_moxydng the old chieﬁ}Lawyer peme-8ovriend took
breakfast with us. The Uouncil did not meet t111 3 o'clock and matters

seemed to have reached a crisis.On the strength of the assent yesterday
given by all the tribes except the ‘akimas, the papers were drawn up and
brought into the COuncil.tx>Ee signed by the primcipal chiefs. Bovernor

Stevens once more--for Looking Glass' benefit,--explained the priac ipal

parts... there would be three reservations--the “ayuses, the Walla Wallss >

and the Umatillas, to be placed upon one, the Yez Perces on another--end X\
NNp

the Yakimas on the third, N

. (a Nez PeRCE)
Looking Glass,refused to sign it, which hed such an effect," Kip

: wrote,"that not only the Nez Ferces but all m&hwxk other tribes then
":\ -~
arose and made a strong speech against the tresty... snd the Council was

".=)OJLA1N3 i

/

ad journed until Monday.

"Monday, June llth. Before breakfast we had a visit from “awyer., ~At
10 o'clock the Council met. Governor Stevens opened it with a short speech,
at the close of which he asked the chiefs to come forward and sign the
papers, This they all did without the least opposition. ¥m What hé

had been dcing with Looking Glass since last “aturday we cannot imagine...ﬂ

&



‘he voluminous offictlal proceedings of the council givwe a wEre
detalled accounty, beibhre'govemnmentis~pepreseriiatives

Under entry of May 28 1t stated:"At 11 a.m. Kamiskun, Ywhi and Skloom,

Yakima chiefs came...

" he next day the YaKima chiefs attended and 1listened to ane xplanation

of the objects had in view by the governmentw&nvpaopes&ﬂ@bdxr\bneat/wieﬁp
theme—Eherroont rves
mewmwmm

"The Yakima chie fs made no reply...until the 8th day of June when upon

.the request of Sovernor Stevens thet he would speak his mind, Kamlakun
spoke briefly saying, in effect, that many of his people had left their
country, some had gone to the 0aloopooyer (Calapooya in Oregon), some to

ﬁ&isqually and some to the Taih., e wished the Americens to seéttle in his
country on the Wagzon Road. He spoke for his people, not for himself
alone. He wished no goods for himself. He was tired talking and waiting
here and wished to get back to his garden,

"In the evening Governor Stevens had a lengthy interview with Skloom
wh'ch did not result in anything conclusive, but in the morning, June 9th,
at an earlﬁpour, ¥xumtE¥tn Kamiekun visited Covernor Stevens and announced
his determination to return home that days Stevens endeavored to convince
him that 1t was better to reflect upon the course he, the hesd chief of
hils nation was about to pursue...

"Kamiakun said he was tired of hearing so much talking; he himself did
net wish to be head chief, but they all sald he must talk. e would not
spesk. He‘would make the treaty; he liked the reservation snd wished to
collecet there his people; they were much scattered.

"He was satisfied with the reservation in his country, but desired a
small plece of land at the place called “enatshapsm where the Indians
take many fish...ﬁe wished the papers written so that he might sign

them today and go home.,.
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"Kamiakun was present at the general councll during the day but did not
spesk; and in the evening and immediately after the adjournment of the
Council he called upon “overnor Stevens for the ‘reaty and signed it;
Owhilﬁpd Skloom did the ssme as did also the Palouse chief, Kahlatoose,

and the chiefs present named by Kamiakin,

"8n Mondmy the 11lth the goods, presents for the Yakamas were portioned
mat,ﬁ%amiakun said he had never taken goods from the whites as presents; he
d1d not wish them now;ﬁnp»when«tng<$&euﬂg4yagAgbéneuneedxgoad«ny_ahef
Fles sdent i e ol ldnFiva_onthe Makine Bes o bt Lomand wonepthis

The;e were several statements made atAthe councill thaqéhowed how the
Laxima chiefs felt about the barth and the Treaty., (E]E)
. - et Them Do As Wbc} Have  PRomiseD
hen he was Invited to speak on June 4, Kamlakin said:
"T have something different to say thankhe others. It iﬁgoung

men who have spoken;I have been afraid of the white men, thelr doings are

;u—s';‘(‘-é (LA

'ﬁ%rhaps you have spoken

different from ours. Pouvrrecrbefs—
straight, that your chiildren will do what is right, &ﬁt them do as they
have promilsed . That is all I have to ssa.sr.'1

.Governor Stevens said:

"You will be allowed to pastureymR® your animals\ggg’land not claimed
or occupled by the settlers. Tou will be allowed to go to the usual
fishing places and fish in common with the whites and to get roots and
berries and to kill game on the 1anqéot occupied by the whites; all this

outside the reserfation."

49

Owhi said:

3.

"God gave us day and night, the night %o rest in, and the day to .
..see, and that as long as the =earth shall last, he gave us the morning y i;
~guwith our breathj;and so he takes care of us on this earth;and here we have ::§
~ met under His care. 2D
fg

‘h"Gpd looked one way then and the other and named our lands for us to
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_ IS' [r/*
s care of. “e made it to last forever.\m's the esrth that is our

‘parent or B is (?od ¥ our =¥mr elder brother, This le ads the Indian®k to
ask where does this talk come from that you have been giving us? God made
thisu earth and it listens to Him to know whet “e would decide., The
Almighty made us and gave us breath; we are talking toyether and God
hears all that we say today. God looks down upon His children today as if
we w;re all in one body. He is going to make one body of us.”

When Skloom spoke, he said:

"Why should 1 speak a great deal? We are not bargalning fa lots. You

select your plece of land and pay & price for it, My friends, I have
unders tood what/you have said.

"When you zivems me what is just for my land, you shall have it,"

Stevens went from YWallas Walla to the Missoula River, seven and one-half
miles northwest of the present idissouls,vietAtrdbes and concluded a treaty‘

“+heRe That
Wirtbivene, July 16.=Zs ceded 25,000 aquare miles of land.

On October 16 he}net with others near the mouth of Judith River where a
treaty was signed. Eefor'e he could return a courier reached him,
bringing word of the outbresk of war,

$tevens never lived to write a history of the treaty, but his son,

M‘azard Stevens did. Yeneral Stevens was killed at the B’attle of

Chantilly, \%rginia, in the ¥ivil War, when he was 44.

Doty , the sacretarijmmmwmmm
p 2 odCetrstddrabin\ Loém bhose wrk tamwy

M/\AWW, killed himzelf at Olympia two yesrs laksas 4/7(?’3 The 7%@/)7"0’[,

Palmer returned fo ﬂayton, Oregon, and from there wrote that "an

extensive country has been purchased and 1s now open to settlement,"This

was the very thing the treaty chiefs had feared wesiditeke~plasce
i

when they Ns'.ignecfl away the@ land."
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Fhe“i%eaty had been signed <t the Yakima country instead of being

protected #mAnst dpeursionsr\of settlensardNaldhunbees was overrun
with those questing for bright metal or tall bunchgrass. Seottlement was
Rukwn

encouraged,) by Stevens , IE=mE8ETen md the Yakima believed thelr homes were
to be torn from them.

##x As Browne wrote:

"A war took place--anMl expensive and disastrous war...

".eeIt was a war of destiny--bound to take place whenever the causes

i 5 e ; y
reached thelr culminat nsghggn?op GLoRY Bw‘f‘ A Hero @

So Kamiakin was compelled to become a war chief,ldeu«a.lxthough,sh_m'o.f«.
It is not lmxtesdrsprixiimwrxkwxixkamiziciss logical that Kamiakin believed

that his victory over two companies of regulars, in a battle that commenced

October 35,1855, on Toppeniah Creek southeast of ¥Yort Simcoe State Park,

Co
ul be repeated‘hwmms\m’www Nor is it logical
befjeved
so=SEr=tes¥e that he -El-.mht the defeat of the blue coated troops at §teptoe

ComwcLusipe,
Butte, ¥y May 16-17, 1858 (the battle of Tohotonimme) would be lIumsem,

Kamiakin spoke plainly at the Treaty “ouncil and everyone heard him,. He
spoke clearly and everyone understood him when he told “tevens:

"Perhaps you have spoken straight, that vour children will d right,
Let them do as they have promised. i‘hat is all I have to say,"

The forgetful years have hidden many letters and documents dealing with

the Yakima Warmthl

One was written by Father Pandosy at the Antanum Mission, dictated by
f{‘amiakin Mmm after the treaty.
Lis Kamiakin spokeem} Father Pandosy wrote,

"Tell them (the soldiers) we are qulet friends of the Americans ,thet we
are not thinking of war, The way the governor has talked to us has

irriteted us.



