pr. G,B, Kuykendall
(Kecollections)

Moile we 1ived at Fort Simcoe we d1d most of our "store trading'st
Yakima City, & small town at the mouth of the Antanmum creek just at the
edge of the reservation outside. At that time the place was known 8180 by
the name "Stomach Bitters." Thero was a postoffice , two little store s
and two so called saloons or groggeries, & bla cksmith shop and 1livery
stable, all of which were in very primitive hmys style, Yaki:a City was at
that time a wild wooley place, where cowboys, Indlans cattle and sheep
men ard hwose ralsers and a few outskirt ranchers congregated on Sgturdays
and Sundays and consumed almost incredible quantities of bad yhiskey., Some
of these denlzens becare no sy and obstreperous and t herewere numerous

fightes and scufles and an occasiolal gun play, Drinking, gembling,
horse racing with the accompanyin bOba&rOnd betuing ard carousing were
the Sunday emusements and formed ti® soci 1 amenlties of the day.
This 1lit:le pione  town was twenty f ivwer’les frmm the fort vhore the
business of theagency was transacted, ard where the I.dian Ag;ent ard the
employes resided, The road from the Fort to Yakima City was very near
level, ard was fins at nearly all seasons of the yer, tut in tie
timmer time there wasa part of the broad vecame very dusty,the part
which ran across the ssa;ebrush plain beyond tie Simcoe cresk, ‘e found
however that by getting a good exly start we could get down to town
and do whatever business we hai o do and return the s :ne day,and
in the loff in the long days of swmer we hac abundant times "o aiied to
do our main trading at The Ualles wher e we co ld g8t better prices and
have an oy riunityof having several and larger stores and nare variety to
select from, But we frequently had to patrorize the 1little town at
Yakirm, vhen we ren short of things we could not et at the agency
conrinsarye’

At that time the 0 hotel was kept by Davia (’uilland, Ir. Go¥, Carey was
running the principal drygoods' store, “mong the people who lived am
did business in town and e&ar by were the (‘areys,“uillands,. Parkers,

Splawns, Schanrios, ‘nlints, Goodwins end many othera.
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1 sometimes in fact quite frequently maie visi ts to the little town to
ses the siclk and s ometimes these profeussional calls require me to stay
over nighte I remember being called down there to see a case which
required me to stay until next morninge #fter getting to town as I was
putting my team up at the stable I noticed that one of my horse: , & fine
black and a splendid driver, was sick,. He had been having occasional
attacks of colic and grew better soon ami T w8 did not give a great deal
of attention to khime. I Was kept vepy busy during the evening and in the nigh
the court hois e took fire and there was great excitement. There was no water
or fire departmont and everything was dry as powder ard ready for a quick
and hot fire, It soon became evident that the buillding could not be
saved, Soon the str:ots were lighted up almost as bright as day
and peopls were running here and there halloing.mhere were som® bulldings
that were near ¢nough to be in imminent danger of being burned out,
and this and that plan was suggested for trying to save theis 4mid all
the exclitement there did not seem to ® any author ty, not any onse
who could get the crowd to do anything in any practical way. Sesing
the confusion I called out to the crowd and proposed the sone go to
carrying water from near by wells, and that the roofs be thoroughly vetted
down and then sugge ted that a lot of blankets be procured and
thouroughly wetted and that these be hung over the sides of the ho ses.
Théy @1l appeared to fall in with the idea and we went to work with
all the speed we coull amd were 10t any too so on sither, for the bulldings
would soon have been all aflame, With the water on the roof and wt
dripping vlankets on the vall there was & great stream,but the wood did
not ignite. "j“he cour thouse, a light woden frame building, built out
of resinous pine soon burmed down. Yextmorning my fine black horse
was dead and I not only had to lose him but had to pay for having him
drawn off ai:t of town and buried, and besides was left 2bmlles from home

with my buggy or hack and one horse. I waa very sorry to lose the horse
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foar he was omne of the best drivers I ever owned, ax L felt condemned
that I hed not given hin more care and done all I could for him, Peing
kept very busy and- the fire com 1g on, Ihad forgotten the poor old
fellow,

"hile it was not the plan to al low the physician of the sgency
togo outside to practice among the whi tes,yet when there waanothing
serlous demanding my presence at the offi® at the agency, I made trips
out in the surroundirg cowtry and quite frequently to Yakima City, I
did a good ceal of mmoll work assiating the agent in making up his quarterly
reporta of the business of the agency,and far more than compensated
for all the time I was away, :

The “htanum valley was in the ¢ early days very malarios in spots and thepe
werae some very severe cases of remittent armd intermittent fever, same
of which were very severe with a tendency to malignancye. I was
called to attond severalsuche. i*'he rnilder cases of malarial attacks were
quite nume ous and there were various trowbles of malarial origine

...,:ha se~lers on the “htanum ard dovn the Yak ma built little
cabins of cottmwood logs 'chinked " the cracks with split chinks
and plastered the cracks owor with mud nortar maie of the soils, The
roof was not shingled but heavy poles put along from end to erd of the
building ard on these poles were laid brushand thenstraw so as to form
a t atched roof.'."hesa primitiw cablne were usually without floors, the hard
smooth packed ear%:h being almost 1ike asphalt amd were really more
comfor table than would be supposed, There wes generally one window
cmsisting of one sash of small lights, or of one pane of glass, and
sometimes just a hole cut in the log wall and thin cloth nailed over ite
A few of the wmbins had fl ors but thls was an exception and was a luxury
in those days. The doors of the primitive cabins vers of several
varieties but nors were pannelled and varnished and none B d door beels
(sic) but the string of the wooden latch hung out in walcome to
Bverybodye
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The pioneer smktidmr sdéttler in the valley had not a very elaborate
outfit, but I was once surprised on going to one of the thatched cabins
of the early days that had mud plastered walls. It was aituated
out in a plein with hay stacks about and lowing stocke. It was not far
from TEUAGAABEI A where Toppenisk now standsa. Og; entering the house I found
a carpet on the floor snd a piano in the corner,withcomforthble but not
fine furniture. ¥hile tie place sesmed to be rather crowded aml close , yet
to me, coming in after a long rlde through 16 inches o mow and in the
storm it seemsd to be remarkably cosy and c¢ omforiably , really it was
2%

¥nen we wont to :;o:rt Simcoe, the larger part of the land in the
Yakima Yalley was yet unclaimed, and vhet was claimed was held by
aquatterds right, ammuch more lard was claimed than codd be held legally
for the s tock men wanted rang , and were n ot looking for farm lande. There
was none <o the sage brush country of the valley and foot hills taken up or
what we. tallen was included in claims teken for watering places or for
the s ale of small patches of gress lande & large 080 part of the
Antanum valley and of the country across north of the Yakima,and out fram
The Toppenish country to the regim in the vDeAi@ wvieinity of Sunryside
and on over towards Priest's Mapids was ore unbroken sage brush
wilderness &nd the larger part was thought to be utterly wor thleas
for anytying except foar wattle range for the winter. 8¢ xmt that time
we hadnever s.en the effeccts of irrigetion upon the sags and s and lands
in the world was thought by us to be practically valueless. “e cold
have bought any amount of the best o 1t from ¥1l.25 to ¥2.50 per
acre, the goverrment price., but would have thought it & wild vislonary
spesculation and wastinge At that time the cauntry wis thought tode
onlygood far stock raising and there were few if any who thought of
making it a permanent horSe

During tB8. our first years at ﬁ'oz-t Simcoe thare was a great deal

of feeling among scme of the s tock men just off the ecdge of the reservation
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against the INndian agent Hove JuH. W3ilbur, because he insisted on their
not poaching upon the Idian's rights and running the® stock upm

the reservation pasture aml hay lamdse “ome of them , whenaver they

could , would driw their herds of cattle upon the lands of the Indians
and herd them there, and the stockwould eat off the grass that r ightfully

belonged to the Indians.®hd what wes worse they f requently drow off the
cattle belonging to the I,dians & branded them and claimed them for

the ir owne Thenwhen the I dians claimed their own, the white intexd opers
frequently roundly abused them, cursed them or threatened violence and sometim
of fer @ violence, The INdians campldairsd bOBe bitterly of thease

things and bro ght thdr complaints tot he agente lre Hyipup nelng agent
for the Indians, he felt it to e his duty to resist such out lawry.
“gcause he opuosaed the high handed intrucions of thasa‘ frontier cattle

and horse 'men he incurred the¥r emmity and wrathe There was far

saveral years & good deal of bitterness against the a gsnt and they
circulated all k' nd & bard stories sbout him, telling that he was
;ghaa’cin'g the I:d iaﬁs and was growing rich raising stock .on the grass
helonying to the Indians. ‘hey fomented all kind of 11l will, took

whisky an the reservation ard gave 1t to the Indlans knowlngt hat when

the Ind ians vere partly urder the influence of drink they could do

a luost anything with them, by giving more of the bad whlsky. "Fhe bitterness
went to the lengtih that & lot of toughts got gotether and f illed up with
forty rod as the bad whisky was called because D8 of its supposed

ability to :ill at forty roda distance, fhen they wers wadll filled

and tad become reckless they proposed to Hob Mr. WoOuddd Wilbur when

he ceme into tovne Scme of his frierds heard of their schemes armd went to
the roughs amd told them thet if they rade a maowe there was going to be smme
bloacdished fo r thers was & crowd ofmen there who were ;oing to defend

Mr, Wilpbur since he had not wronged them ard vas only d oing his sworn

duty iIn protecting armd defending the Indians in their rights.,
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The men on the agent's side were very determimed and Iif the toughs had made
a move there would have bcérla bloody time . “s it was the Insurgents cooled
dovm sufficiently t o sbandm the ir undertak ng and took it out in more
drinking amd ersing the Indian ggent, '
While wo were there it was a iery common occurance for the

Indians to come to the mool mool making cemplaints that some of the
cut side stock mon were ariving off their catile or were herding
stock on their lands. It is & wonder that the Indians did not retsliate and
killerd eat the cattlo men's stocks ‘he cow men on the outside did
frequently accuse +the Indians of this, but tle re ware very f ew instances
of thd kind so far as codd be learned by close investigstione. The
cattle men were far more frequently the trans;ressors 2 far'if thelr
stock had noteen on the Indie n's lam the®s would not have have been the
opportunity for the Indians to kill them,

Later the government ad the Irdian department at "ashington made
provisions for the Indian police force om the resérvation who were
:-'_-_kﬁpt on duty and whose hasiness it was to look out for the intrusion of
the 8 tockmen to watich for thievery and report it, and to also ses that
whiskey was not brought on tothe re rve by the low down whites and the
squaw men. 4fter a few wholesone lessons by arrest by mounted am well
a med Indian police,the catitle thisves found itbetter to stay off
or at the worst todovwhatever they did ' in a very 8ly manner,.ypiore
cattle men drow ofi stock opening and defiantly, supposing that'
publié sentiment on the outside would sustain them,

When & white manwan arrested he always mede & tremendous roar and

blustered about and rade greast threats,



Dy, G.B. Kuykendall writings

Wpiscopal Yhurch Byilding=Roscburg

Durin; the summer of 1860 my father a ml uncle George had » contract
for building the Eplscopal church in Foscburg, Oregon. I was work ng
with my fa ther at the time at whatever bullding contracts he took when I
was ot in school. The lan was,with this contract, to go to Ros burg and
canp on the ground and board ourselves. fnd by the way,this meant that I
sha ld do the cooking for the crowd. "e should in this way be right on the
ground day ard night and so uot lose any time, We fixed up & sort of
tem.orary camp, out of some of the lumber that was to £0 into the building
and wre gebtting along well with the werk but vhen we were ready for the
roof, having put up the rafters we did not w sh ‘o sliingle the building
until a ter the side walls were all on, so as to stiffen up the freme,
70 that it would stand wind end stoms The roof was a very steep, gothic
and wuldcatch an imrmense force of wind and be liable to blow over witho ¢
the valls w re firs t enclosed and well nailed.

the buildirg committee hadmot succeeded in getting the lurmber for the

sfling on hand ard it seémad that we whould have to stop, The bu 1lding
canilttbe was very anxioua to have the roof put on anyhow and take the
chance of winde My fa ther and Uncle George explained the danger of BGHO
swch a roceeding, but but they indisted thaf te wo on and put on the roof;
We had urged the comilttee to get the QAQU siding but from some cause they
failed to do so. “gainst the better Ju gment ofmy father ard Uncle
Gearge, they wert towrk to putting m the roof, but first braced
the building as wll as ttey could, with.beavy braces well nailed,

On the back end of the buillding therewas a little vestry room,
Which we happencd to have anough siding to close in, and we had moved
ow bedding , some of it Into that, and lmd put one bed there and
anothor out on a loose fbor in the main body of the church. # night or
two after the roof was on ard vhile v (my fa ther and I) were sleeping
In thechurch & stomm came up in the night . The winml blew with great
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force, and thes was & heavy shower, ‘he v nd wakened us up and w wope
lying awake in bed talking and fearing the wind would increase and He
building be blown over, Gust af ter 818t came along ard finallyt here was
8 strong blast came alorg aml I kmew fram the sound of it that the building
was likelyt to go overe. I said to my i'ather," it 18 going over this time
swre," and I leaped wt of b ed ard ran back out endbeforeT had gotten
away from the bullding I was in the midst of & crash of falling lumber,
that was crashigg domn on ny head. I never knew Just how I did get out
without being killsd but thetuilding went over with a nighty cracking of
timbers, ® work bench or some lumber sustained the timsers partly and the
walls did ot get low down enough to B9 hurt my father, tut the place

in the bed vhere I had lain had a very heavy two=inch plank lying lengthe
wise just vimms vhere I had lain. Ny fither was untouched,

Uncle George , vho was in the vestry room , was not hurt am that wase
room was only badly wrenched and la d not gone over. When a light was
procured I found that Ihad ®en knocked down into the mud on uy lnoes,
but I had sustained no great harm. Had I rermined in bed I should lmve bean
killed instantly, perbaps while ifmy father had star ted to mn , it is not
likely that he woull lmve escapedas Idide This accldent seemed to
prodﬁce 8 great shock upon ne, sawe way, I rememver that for three y ears
vhenever there was a he vy wind ar even a nild vind, I was afraid the
bullding I was in wuld blow over, Ilo re asoning would dispel this fear,.

I actually lmew there was no danger but I felt there was, amd fe r am
mervous dread conquered ressone. L very wel remember several occasions
when there was wind am I wasi tie house that therewas not one chance
in a mil ion tha t #e the wirdwould effect, and yet I was afraid and should
have been,even if I had been in & room with solid stone walls, ,

Years aftervard after I kad studled medic ine, I have thought‘ gb out the
effect of a panic ar shock to the nerves caused by such a fright as I

recelveds In 18635 while we were in Ideho Yity, Idaho, w were putting up
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a bullding, to e used for tusiness purposes,and we were sleeping 1n
jt,much after the sme manne:' as we were In the churche Uncle Jamss
Stark and I were in bed together and alorgin the :1ight I dreamed that
the building v as going over, just as the church had and gave a spriné ot
of bede oeeo

The rext maming af ter the church baew down wec found 1t sprawled out vvBr
much ground than it had occupled standing and the t imbers very badly
sma shed upe ‘Lhe qies tn arose lmmediate 1y, "who 1s to stu:d the damage of
this accident$" We put it up to ti® church of ficials, that they had been
fairly warmd, before vhat might hapven, and insisted that it would not be
eper to make w bear all the loss oc casioned by t he smashing of timbers
and lumber, and the cost aof taking the lumber apart and putting 1t up
againe An equi able arrangement was re ched, axd eoverything went on as
smoothly as before ,with no thought of 11l feelings,

The church was rebullt and campleted and dedicated and s tood for

many years, a houwe of worship for a wae thy and influentiel socisty.

The facts in regard to erection o tis church have ®en mentionsd
to showhow I spemt my time when mot in school. My fa her took contracts
for bul.ding dwellings, store , barns en almost every otler kind of
structure. Ip that every day every foot o lumber that entered into
the construction of bul dings was dressod by hand, all flooring and
c81lings was -hard atchec and doors and sash and mouldings were hand
wrked also, andthe bui.ding of a house meant taking every thing :from the
stump up"” many timese Veryoften soms of the lumber that entered into a
bullding was in the standing tree when the building wa s s tarted. “ut in
some respects the carpentry of that timewas superior to that of todaye

As a rule, leavier fourdations were put into buildings and s tiffer

strager frames were built. Some of the 0ld wooden struc tures erected
fifty yeers ago are yet 8 anding and in a fair state of preservation
ard the climate being soft and demp favors early decay of wooden structurece
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My father and uncle George nearly always worlsd together, taking
catracts and dividing @mofits a losses, and I never krew of any disagreements

as to planning, working or insettlemsnts , during all the ti e they worked
toiether e It would 8difficulbesee

“At that time, and for suame ye ars afterward, their faml lies lived
about eight miles north o Roseburg. Uncle George lived about 2 l=2 miles
southwest fran my fa ther's place. They made it a rule to never work
on Su_nday, except in cases of extreme necessity., I lm'e known them
when they lal a lot of lumber spread out to ssason and a storm came up
on Sunc;ay,bo go out aml pile up, a¢ cover up expossed material, but that
was about the extent of their labor on Sunday. On Saturday in the afternoon
a little exlier than common , ldbor wa: stopped erd tools put away, and
everything arrqnged for a de¥'s rest amd "lay off," Vhen w were working
in Roseburg or soms 1little distance fram hane, we always went home on
b'e':lturc'lay even ing anc¢ both families mede it ar ule to go to church every
Sy da y morning gnd even inge The younper members of the families
atterded Sabbath school and frequently the othe's also,
I mmveoften wondered how much of this spirlt of reverence and religiows
feeling and principle of 1life was dus to t e early religious lives and
character of our Putch anestors,vho carried their little ones so
regularly 008 to the old Dutch churches for baptism within a month of
their birtha '

I have wondered whether this tendency to the f amily, is one that Ims been
transmitted by inheritance to the descendants, through the nearly
threoc hundred yeare of Kuykendall 1life in dperica.

The old Camms fwale Ureelk Sawmill,
Soneé time sbout 1856-58 my father and uncle George built a saw

mill at the mouth or just abowe the mouth of the Camas Swale creck,
near the II rth Umpqua river, lye cwale creek vas mos tly dry in midsummer

or had so 1ittls water in it that it was a trivial stream , not tobe
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thought of as a watér power, but vhen the vinter ani spring seasons were
on, it carried sufficéntwater to run quite a mill, Iumier had tobe
nauled , at that time, long distances,amd father and uncle George had
use for a greatdeal of lumber in thelr tusiness, and they deterumined
to have a little mill of their own, so as to beldepemient of the dis tant
mills, aad to save the expense o ha ling over the long, bad roads, that
were comrion at tmt time,

They knew that tile time they could saw was quite limited, and that th
the sup ly of timber that was availeble wa s not sufficient to warrant
a grent expense in erecting a mill and so they studied out plans far the
construction and oper ation that were extremely simple and inexpensive, ard
that yet proved to ve qul ®® sufficient to give them a good supply o fine
lumber, for thelr own use ard quite a lot far =mle to the neishbors in
the surrounding section. They builded a dam across the creek that raised
the water and gave them a head of dout 7 ¢ 8 feet and by means of a large
watsr wheel with a lar ge drum running horizongally on the shaft of the
wheel, they got both power amdmotion in an e xceedingly si ple manner. The
large drut had a long belt running around 1t and to the pulley coniected
wi'h thecircular saw, so as to haveanly these two whiels in the whole mill,
Ihere was no loss of povier by extra mmchinery, and the emount of lumber
y e old thing cut was astonishinge “y running continuously, cay and night
during the wet seasmn, they managed to saw out piles of lumber,

Upowing in the valley & round there was quite a good dial of white

oak, aml a fine qulity of black oak(something unusual for fineness of
grain) and good working quali ties..and there were large alders
along tk® rive : amd near by gulches, this timber with an occasiomal
log of laurel, mmde fine ha'd wood to use in making furniture and in
wagon worke I, this way the wirer ti1 e, when building cauld nd be well
carrisd on, they put intheir +time to a good advantage getting

material for sumierand fmll wrk, I was quite young and the expsrience
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of running tids 111,  mak'ng, lBndling, stacking, piling and
measuring lumber gawne & good mactical knowledge that mademe an
efficient aid in s lping to keep up the family expense, Looklng back
upcn those days, af ter the lapse of 80 many years, they s em tohave
been happy days andmoreso, (ecause they were days of useful labor
ard effort, inte spersed with many healthful wholesome discussions.

There wore was (sic) much real enjoyment and pleasure connscted
wilth the running of the old m ll,. Ly ly in the spring when the water
began first to fall a little,when the water above the dam would run down
and for a short timt there wamld be ro water flowing over the dam, the
freek below the dam would go dry while walting for the mill pond to
£ill upe At thess times there wa1ld be & 1ot of fish emprisoned in little
ro ky basins be low the dam a short distance amiwe had great fun catching
them, before the pond filled up and tiew ‘er began to flow over, Ve
caught many & fine mess of lage fish this way .

ee-The 01d mil has lng simce gone into d6Pd{ decay, I do not lnow as
there isanyt ing to mark the spot where it stood, ut I suppose the
excavations for the fourdation still show, and possibly t here may be
sme thing to show of the old dam. Mimber becare scarbe, better mills
were erected nearer by than thos that supplied the country vhen they
built the old swale mill, arl it became unprofitable torun it., The old saw
was sold to owers of o ther mills ad such of the machinery as could be
uaed was sold or disposed of . lpter h gh wter undermined the
foundation and it tumbled down ito a wreck of rulns. T here are no douwt
same of the old s ettlsrs there yet, wo remember the old n 1l,"edBaf@ané0



Kuykendall
Indian Lggends
(Yesr Mabton)?

It was near here that the Indians had told e the ancient or
wateetash Mosquito god wed in the long ago to live. This old god they called
Valla, accent ontte last syllable. D8GOAd Here he 1ived a great
monater that was la ger then the large:t ox. llere he had a tepee and dominat:
the passway up tke Yalima river, Te Indians wed b go up the Yakima and
out to the lalms above to fish and tODY old YaWa w atched them when they

came along, pounced upon then and sucked tir blood out of them and cast
their withered and depleted bodies aside, The Indians were in mortal
terror of old Vawa ami his victims lad been so manytlhey frared to go up
the river to fish, armd so were in distress for food,. I;; t heir trouble they
apprealed to Speelyal, tl® Indiancoyote god to elp themget rid of
the ir monster riosqu to enemye.

Seelyai pitied their sorrow and s uf fering end planned to

accanpl sh the destruction of Yawma. Cranging h imself by magin fram a
coyote to a young strong 1"dian warrior he nale ready for battle, He
dressed hi self ina fine suit of luckskin, had a Warrior:s cap, a belt
from widich were suspended & stome Iknife andax, ard armned with a
bow and a vows and all the armaments of sn Indilan brave he took the
trail leading up the Yukima amd soon came insight of the tepee of
olfl WaWa, He ancient Indian Mosquito god.

Itwas yot quite early in the moming, the grass wus cover d with
cold dow, Speelyai assayed to pass along by the house of “awa. TR24d when
the god came out and sald who are you, where are you going , This i s my‘
country end I don't al low people to pass here. Speelyal was extremely
polite and said" I see my brother that you seem tobe cold, your win(s
are waet and you are ch lled. Iet us go into the housse and I will
build a f ire for you so that yo. can warm upe In thos very ancient times
the cold dew ad m isture affected o0ld Walia just as ths comion mosquito

of talay is affected by cold armd wet. "awa seemed to be stifi and
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god around with difflcultye. So ®peelyai made up & fine fire in the hut and
Wawa stood around varming hi self and was beginning to stretch his lsgs
and wings and tofeel pretty 11‘11@. When Speelyai saw this he gathered

a lot of dram 8 traw and green s age and threw Them upon the fire, which
atonce smothered down the f hmes am rade a huge smoke. Vawa who had been
standing a rouAd rd@dbddd rubbing hisa hands and wings and enjbying the
warmth now began to smother and wiped his eyes vhich w ere smar ting
so tat he could not see. finally he stooped - own to et fresh alr and
then 1a id down to gt his breath.At this junctiure “peelyal drew his
gre:t stone knife sndat off old Wawa:a hed.

Tyan standing o er h im he said,"You have been murdering and

sucking tie people's blood andleeping then starving for fish and camas long
anoughe Yo ©f shall never be pernitted to do so again, and with r1is stone
ax he split o atho head of ‘“awa, vhen lo, millions of misquotds such
as we have today flew out, and swarmed over the Yaliima, Toppenish and
Sattaans bottomse ‘hen speelyei pronounced a curse on Wawa, He sald you can
never againt orment the eople and take their lives, but you may be
permitted to live, little insignificant things you can buzz and fly
over eople and ngy anoy them, but you can newr rill theBddd them any

mMOT B4



Kuykerdall

iar Yime Recollec tions

A:,_ong in 1860 the whole country,east, west narth and southwms in a
ferment of excitement owr the slavery question. #s this is s matter of
common history it is useless far met to speak of it in detqgils..

My father had always been a Whit and anti-slavery man and fa several yse ars
had feared that thers would ultimd elybe war..fran the beginning my father
was & strang Lincoln man, having unboudded faith in Honest 01d “be. Many
were the hot debates we had withthe champions of Stephen #., Bouglas

the Little Giant and with the advocates of Breckenridge and Lane. We were
far removed from the centera of activities,but we caught the efbdss®
enthusiasm and spirit of the times. My fa ther was outspoken in favor of
Lincoln and the Union and the calling a halt to the extansion of slavery.
He never hould brook the Dred Scott Yecision and denounced as a relic of
barbarism the dictum of Judge Taney that the megro had o rights aRdu the
tie white man was bound to respect.He advocated the gradual elamination
of slavery franwhem 1t existed withcompensation to slave owners for their
slaves. “he fugitive slave law wa: an abominatlon in his eyes bsecause

to its terms if fa ced every man in the north to help catch and return

negroes to thelr masters or on failure to do become a violator d law,

e I remember that in cur academy where I at tended school the party
gp irit ran strong whether we desired it ar not ."e appeared to be
apaed tdd unable to PABPOCE resist the f orces around us. It was in the
very atmosphers. People had to oe for or against the Union, there was
A0 leftmo middle ground. Later on the attempt to take middle ground
browght the charge of Rebel S mpathizer or G pper Head. hen I think of hog
it was with us, so far removed fromn the actual field of strife, and how
irtense wax the feeling worked up among the Pacifif Coast people it
does not s em so much wonfler that t here was a feeling d¥f9 of ntense
bitterness in the south. 11 their hame life,their traditions, teliefs

and cust oms were entwined within the old s lave systeme



..“umoguguas had worked up a sectional feeling and the South did not

understand the North and the nor th did rot understand the South, and t s re
wus 1llttle disposition to be calm,dispassionate de.liverate discussionee
oo It was our lot to live neighbars with General J seph Lane, the
candidate on theticket of the radical pro-slavery wing of the Democratic
Partyl O0ld Joe vias he was famildrly kalled lived only fi ve miles distant
from our home,ard we knew the fmily well, LaFayette Lane attended
school at the academy where I did,and we wer boys together., ueneral Lane
was anextreme radical bouthex'ner-, a8 genial social man and hospitable
88 a neighbor, but intensely bitter against Seward,Chase and Lincoln.
Uenersl Lane was elected United “tates Senstor fran Oregon 1859 amd in 1860
ran for vice president.Being defeated he left the senate ard while
hB retuwn home he was bringing with him a number of fine f ire arms, guns
and while dismountiig from a stage cm ch ac cid entally discharged the gun
he was carrying, receiving a wond which wa: long in healing and fran
the Bffects of this he never fully recovered. There are many who th ought
this accident prevented his taking more a ctive part in aiding the c ause of
sdcession and that we might haw Hhad fight ing on the Pacific Loast. 4t
times when Pyblic feeling 6 is so wr ought up and there are two inte nsely
partisan sides there are liable to be many exaggerations or even gross
misrepre sentati ons on both sides,

One of his strag suit® in a political campaign was to win the
women andfarmers over to his dide, and he worked for free
dis tribution of seeds to a finish in his electioms ering. hile
traveling horseba k in ear ly daysthr a1 gh Sou thern Oregon and Y“illamette
Valley he carried packages of various kimds of seeds and distributed
them among the wive s of the ploneers along the way of his travels, I have
heard repeatsd many times by: cur Southern Ore gon peo,le his story

saying that on one of his electioneering trips he s topped at a farm house
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for dinner and the good lady had beans on the table., ‘he 01d General
lauded beans to t® sky,told the lady he never in all his 1life sasted
s uch delivious be ans. He begged he would givehim a f w for Mrs. Lane who
would be delighted to haw them planted. He wanted to get a start of
these remarksble beans. Then the way they were cooked too was samething
remar kable ,worthy of the finest chefts in all theland. He would b pleased
to ®ll rs. Lare just how to cook beans the same way . the good old lady
foelt flattered through his unctous talk and as hew as departing

handed him a little package which he accepted with a profusion of thanks
telling her how woderfully plea sed Mps, Lane would be. Golng on soms
dis tance farther he called at enotler house in the neighborhood, talked
politics, praised the finefarm and ladies bright beautiful children anml
then he happened to th ink of tlsbeans and he told the lady he had soms of
the mostdelicious wonderful beans he @& ever came across in all hds travea
Hg had eaten some of tle m in Washington City ard they were so very fine
that he had procured a few of them for some of his very special friends,
and he would be plea sed to give the lady a sample he had done up especial¥
fa her. ‘helady was delighted and thanked himgratefully. 4 few days
later the lady number one happered to go visiting to lady number two ard
lady numbe r two related how “eneral Lane had brought her soms wonderful
beans all the way from “ashington especially f or her .She then brought
the little package arddisplayed it. *hen lady number two said "for land
sakes,“.I gave those beans to him myself, that cloth is a piece of
Lizzie's dress. llen theladies had a great laugh and a talk inwhch soft,
soft Blarney, Yeneral Lane and beans were mixed up.

General Lane was & true soukerner, born in Buncombe county, N.C.,
a state where many Kuykermlall were living at the time of his birth
ard where many yet live. .

In time of tle Mexican war he served the country with bravery and

we can afford at this time to firgive aml forget the extreme

‘ . i q
pre judiced views he held duwring the Civ il War. “he @ neral died
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in 1881, mving lived during all his later years in comparative obscurity
and in rather straightenedcircumstances financia lly. He could not espouse
the union cbecause of his 1life long tradition and intense feeling for
the Pouth. He dared not take an active part on the otyer side. Had he
lived in the South he would no doubt have been an active :factor in
the Confederate Lause, #s it was t e war went on without his help or

hinderance,

(earlier 1life)

It was af ter this t ime at Drain Oregm tlm t we got cramped on
accaint of & hesvy subscription for the Drain academy made bytwelve
ppmwons , mé hundred edollars each given in form a&f a joint note. It
was the unde standing that as long as the interest on this note was paid
t here would be no demand for t I8 principal and also t h& each party
sin ing was tobe held only for the one hundred dollars. Yet it seems that
the note had been made ard s ignedas a plaint joint note so that each and
every individual 80 signing was held for the whole. Pome of those
who sigred the note with my father lost their property and some left the
country th®0® andit began to look as if my f ather vas going to be left
i pay the whole twelve hundr d dollars. I urged my brother William
Kuykendall who was then living at Drain to get the amount subscribed by ee
each individuwal segregated and separated so that each signer should be
held for what he a ctually subscribed instead of becoming responsible for
the whole thing.
ee.I rememi® r hearing "ev. J.H. Wilbur say "John Kuykendall is the best
man I ever knew, they don't make any men like him any more , and
they have lost the patter for such men these days,."

esShontly after we moved f rom the place where we wintered on the
UmpquaOiedQdg River just above Winchester on the nor th side, my father

built a smdl but comfar table frame house at Y“ilbur, where we made our sk6p

home from 1954 for many years. father put up a good substantial
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frame house at Wilbure..sh00p shop soon after we loca ted there. It was

a two storm frame building quite well a apted for the pur poses designed,
Here in this shop I lsarnedmuch of iractical use in regard to mechanical
work, My father and Uncle ;eorge, his broher, were the leading

mchanics of the country. Byring the summer there were houses to rbuild
for people around. Winchester was t hen the main town in fouglas county
Oregon, and father and Uncle :e orge did much building work in t hat new
town, twom les disant fran our home, later on, owing to a picaunish
selfish management of te townsite of Yinchester Roseburg was laid out by
Aaron Rose at the mouth of Deer Creek on the south Umpqua River. ‘he

old policy of Rpse in the selling and distribution of his town lots and
esncoiraglrg busineis enter priss was so much more liberal than that of
the proprietors of “inche ster that in a short time Foseburg began to
forge ahead rapidly and build up wnile Winchesater began to dwidle, In a
shar time the b s iess men of Winche ter tegan to mve to Fo seburg

the newly s tarted town. “tores, hdel, larmd offi e, private residences wese
taken down piece by piece and haulk d ovea to R oseburg and set up

again exactly as they stood at first. Father and Uncle fear ge did most
of the moring of thse buildings and it was surprising how well the parts
of the house s went back together. When we wen: to move the se houses
be fore g nail was crawn every piece Insigtwas marked begin:iing at one
corner and going around the building on theoutside. Then inside each
room was gone over and every board of f 1 oring amd ceiling and every
casing of window or door ® wasmarked so that it could be put back in the
same place when the tuilding was set up . Here I got some excellent
experience for I didmost of the marking. For eacvh building we had a
little memorandum bo ok in whichwas moted down the mark ings of each
separate piece, 8D so that after the material of ¢tk building was torn
down and the pleces were hauled to the place for wetting up, the

memoranda of t his book was taken as a guide for putting the building

back together again. It was a matter of swprise that so little trouble
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was found that so little trable was found in placing the pieces back just
where they el onged. "en the buildings were torn down ard the lumber
zacattered out , 1t looked as if it would be impossi le to ever tell
anything about how it went back togethlrer but we were as careful to
pile the par ts tog ther that would cme together in setting the buidding up
again. My father aml uncle Georgs became experts in this work of building
moving ard the ir se vices were much in demand and the profits were
quite satisi'actoryes..lisre was no wagon makers in the country, and
wagons and carriages of all kinds were exhorbitantly high priced
and those who bought and sold themOsORO cons iderdd it their right
and privelege to 'skin" the people to a finish. People in the neighborhood
were forced to have a good deal of all kinds of repair work done. Opening
up a v country was hard on wgons, plows, ham ows. and all kinds of
farming irplements. Broken axels , coupling poles, tongues, shafts, spokes,
and felloes were very frequent.

«olt was a comnon sight to ses a lot ofwagons andfarm machimry
standing about the shop awaiting their turn. Naking new wagon wheels
or filling wheels as it was called, stocking plows, building harrows,
all such wrk, and making furniture, doors, sash door aml window frames
and almost any and every kind of workk was the daily round of duty in the
shop and ,the e stablishment b ecame one of the useful institutiors of
the country.
o-."hen we first mov d to “Wilbur the erection of the Umpqua Academy
building was just begun. ‘he first year of our residemce there was spent
mo stly in work an this building . ‘hat was a busy year. That sOmO
summer, my brother, John Wesley and I and lsabel my sister went to
school in a little log house two hundred yards east and above where the
nev academy bilding was lo@&@dédd placed., I remember what a busy hive
of industry there was about the sitwof this new buildinge. It was placed

at the base of a high hill somewhat up the slope where it commarded
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*"*ﬂ%n@ view of ths val ley out south and west. Here the plows and
scrapers wer bv-.lsf-'y mgv%diﬁg art a place for a founda tion of the building,
ard to form a level yard\ about ite Men with & teams and all kthe needed
appliance ware on tk®e ground, busy at work., All kind o material wss
being hauled to the spot. Iumber, hewn and sawed timbers, stone , lime,
sand were being hauled in ready for operation., There was hard ly a man
in all that section that did not have something to do with the wark of
the erection of the mew building which was the first academy every organizéd
in the county, and this the fist academy building,
oo .my father was then in the prime of life, aml onlyabout %4 ar 35 years

of age, havingfour children,

f—
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