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May 3,1955
Dr. “ouzlas Osborne, curator of anthronology,

Washington State Xuseum,

University of Yashington, “éattle 5

Dear Doug:?
Regardirg your letter of Anril 29 and the Pri st Rapids sites:
In my previocus discussions with the “anapums they have inte rposed no
objections to archaeoclogical investigations in old sites .!th which they
are not famil iar,
Yhere 1s one stretch of river, approximétely mid-way between Sentinel
Suttes and Priest *apids Powecr Plant on the right bank, that 18 extensively
utilized as a modern-day buriel ground. There are grxadparents galore and
even closer relatives there of "anapums and of mixed Wanapums and Yakimas
including enrolled Inditens., There 1s a 1ive birial ground on the hill,
just above, & duly proocleimed cemetery which is now fenced and & fow
scattering greves up and down the river in which t ey are interested
havihg kno.un the re le b ried thecre.
We are due at Ephrata on May 12 end will discuss the matter with
Mr, Smothers, I am sure that what vou desire om be warked out excepting
the excavation of modern graves, Th1s hes resultec from excavations :
lower on the river, in which case some universities o:tsideof tiis st te
have removed grendparents of living persons, The Indians justly of cdurse
feel thet this contritutes 11ttle or nothing to anthpopology, no more

than turnlas to a pionecr graveyard to =xcawate and determine how the

plommers lived,
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You will find the “anapums mom t cocperctive in this matter,
although my observation is that site potentials are far less there
than 8sy in the area just sbove Vantage or in the arca around the “alles.

ff you have any rouzh map or indicatlons of where excavation or
exploration ls desired, it would be elpful, if it 1s 1In Wr. Smother's
hands, when we are to see him concerning whet is as yet a partially
confident 1al mannecr, They have asked toc name oneg of the dems wanapum
for River People, which is what the wrd signifies as ym know, fhe
Vianapums have been lukewarm to thet, fceling that they bave no right to
changs any name along the river, but t his being anew feature, 1t should
be different. Wo one tries to talk them into ity It is done as they
desire, and as I said, they are most cooperstive,

On a later trip to the island, good weather, I was anazed at the
profuslion of pai:rtings (?) thats owed up much batter mad have some
better photos of them, I also noted that it will be falrly essy to remove
many -f them and I mentionecd te the Yrant Conty PUD thet I thought it
proper if removels were mede that sufficient be made available to the
establishedmuseum for al -time preservation, There again is something
we have no right to suszest, m ly expedite as ‘ar as the "anepums ere
concerned, and there agaln, they are most cooperative, I am sure too that
will work out to vo 'r satisfaction, althouzh the W, wish certain rocks
pr-served In their perpetual graveyard. I we: surprised that some wers
dasignated as headstones by the VUld Man h mself, Thet cme out of a clear
sky!

I am sure the ¥

anapms, when they wnderstocod, wllle gree to any
excavation desired, providing thet in the event a comparatively recent
buriel isuncovered, it be left insitu. They will trust you if you
tell them that will be dme, ®pyway, I'1l go to work on it when I see
them,

Was throuzh “eattle Sunday, en route home from Tacoma vhere L wns
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elected a curator of the "ash' ngton State #lstortal “ociety. But so

yo =11l know my feelings concerning 'istory I would not recommind removal
of any artifact rocks to the State Hista icsl Society reposfitory as they
would not fit iInto an 'nter-rete*ive desl there. How - ver if they did,
perhaps removal of one that would , sho:ld be recom-ended, The fignapuns
feel , amocording to thelir belief, the wh-n the "r storation comes"

tuin B should be 1<ft In the area as they were, so thry will bo tlere

as they always were, _

Lon't imow if you've seen or hesrd from Pel N¥ordquist, Sent him wrd

about the fenst two wecks ago and he came down, He saw me in a bright

red blanket march in the very select processlon from the very select

and sacred observance whidh preced 4 tha"public"observnnce that is open
to guests, even the elder Yakimas. I was up all day “aturday and sat,
night, was on the receiving llne for guests, in the dmce line at the
usuelly iclosed: nizht dance, and witnessed tl® preparation of roots

etc, at daybreak the féllowing morning. hat a privilere} It £111-d out
ry already fairly complete record of such things,

u
I've remnoved three chapte s of "1iving conditions fron Rrummers and

Dreamers, which will be ¢ ircularized in June and July firat end then
pub ished in the spring. I've sent for some ethhographies for a careful
study and will try andfind time to @t my notes etc, in shape for later

po:sible Bcollaboretion or submission for editing to someone in

~n

authorlty, yet I realise the vast amount of work necessary., I'm not
inte eated in myself in t Ils matter, just in preserving meterial exd
in d»oinz & good job of it,

}orraine joins in sendin = rezurds., “nd I'11l keep vou posted, Pleaue
don't think we've done or are doinz enything to ublock: anvtiing, and
¢ish only to » rpetdate the best of €feelings hetween the PUD send t-ose
it deals with, or wroever ends up by building a dem, You w’l find the

Vanapdms er emuch differant from the other ~eople up and down the river

2 Alnat maanand - o ™



