Wenas-Irrigation

Another Big Irrigation Scheme, Iye Wenas 1s one of those beautiful
valleys which cluster jewel-like around Yakima, It has but one
drawb,ck, and that is a lack of water_--er rather the lack eof the
application of water for irrigat ng the higher lands. This is te be
overcome if skill and carital can do it, The settlers ve erganized
and emvployed an engineer to make the surveys with a view of taking water
from the Yakima river to some point near the mouth ef the canyen. ,
building a ditch with a fmrll sufficient te run an immense turbine wheel
which is to carry the water onte the bench lands. At a meeting “eld last
Saturday much interest prevailed and $8,000 was immediately subscribed te
the enterprise and as-urances given that if the scheme was found
practicable, sufficient memey would be fo-thcom'ng to com lete the
work, It is estimated that between thirty and ferty thousand acres of the
most nroductive land weuld thus be redeemed and plared unger

cultivation--The Yakima “erald, North Yakima, W.T. Apri? 4, 1880,



Irrigatien

"N:rth Yakima is thename ef a flourishing yeung city of fully twe the
eusand inhabitants situated in the very cpn£r31 roertion of Washington te=
territory. It is ot yet four yesrs of age.

I includes thirteen valleys besides a large area of timber
land -nd also taves in a considerable pertien of the bro.d plain ef the
Columbia. The main stream that drains the region is theYakima river whrich
takes its rise near twe or three small lakes near the crest of the
Cascades and meanders down the mountains and through the val eys in a
southereasterly jéPdfd@dtRe course,joining the Columbia a few miles
above its confluence withthe Snake, From source to mouth this is a rapid
stream having an gverage fall of fully twenty feet to the mile. It receiws
ves a number ef tributaries from both sides se when it emerges from the
feothills and enters the Columbia it is a river of ne mean volume,

One ofthe principal merits of this Yakima country is a feature that
is a serious drawback in many sectiens, viz: the necessity for
irrigation water in order to successfully prosecutedfarm1ng eperations,
A-smalj pertion ef this country dees net need irrigation but 1% se
essential te anything like a cemnlete development of the region that it
forms one of thechief questions for the consideration ef the prespective
immigrant. In the immediate valleys of the streams the soil is 1ight
volecanic ash combined with alluvium and in a wild state grows chiefly
sage brush, The bench lands carry a heavier snil thengh its
constituent ingredients are rot greatly different from that of the
valleys and grow both sage brush and bunch grass, the latter predominating
and on the higher benches being entirely alone, Fxcept along the
immedia te margins ef the streams this land needs the fructifying in:
luence of irrigation to make it preductive. Perfect irrigation may be
ebtained so easily and kept within such cemplete centrel at all
times that it is deemed better than the natursl rainfall &f anyregien

and to those whe can understand the peculiar cher - cter of the ceuntry



this feature needs ne commendatien,

A1l the streams of the Yakima country surply irrigation for a greater
or less number of farmers. lhe farmers themselves at very small
exnense provide their own irrigation ditches in most instances,
There are several irrigation enterprises of greater magnitude,however, new
in operation and more are contemplated to bring the land farther from
the streams under cultivation. The Selah Ditch Company has taken a canal
twenty four feet wide and carrying three feet and depth of water out
of the Natcheez river some thirty miies abeve itsm-uth and conducted
it around the feothills inte the Selah valley, just nerth of
North Yakima where twenty theusand acres of as fine land as can be found
anywhere are being rapidly improved, The head ob*tained by going se
far up the Natcheez to tap the river is sufficient to_lead the water
ever any of the desirable bench lands of that section.eﬁgrth Yakima
the Moxee company takes a canal eighteen feet wide and three feet deep
out of the Yakima and distributes the water through the beautiful Moxee
valley, surplying some twe thousand acres belonging to this company
along besides a large quantity of other land.

Im~cdiatelv ~bout North Yakima are the Union, Hubbard,

Ahtanum, Schanne and other small ditches which surrly the f ammers of
that section and the city with an abundance of water for all rurposes, There
have been several schemes for censolidating the numerous small irrigating
ditches inte one s6h®f system and to bring the entire body of
arable land -bout North Yakima about one hundred and twn thousand
acres, under its influence, but thus far this plan has
not been successful ., The farmers now provide their own irrigatien
as t ey need ib but it is likely that some extensive and cheap system
will befnre leong surply the whole valley with adequate water giving te
those located back from the streams as good service as those on the fiver

fronts. This will be necessary as the land back from the water becomes



sdttled unon more generally.......

The bunch grass benches afferd a range for cattle and sheep that
herdsmen were not ¥lew to take advantage of ; now there are pastured
on the bunch grass range of Yakima county alone--which by no means
includes all the region known as the Yakima country nor all that
tribut,.ry te North Yakima--abeut three hundred and fifty theusand sheep,
one thundred and twentyfive thousand horses and two hundred and
fifty thousand cattle,

There is new in the course of censtructien the Vanceuver,

Klickitat and Yakima railway from Vancouver on the Columbia river,

-

on'v six miles from "ettland uv Lewis pass, c rosshg the Cascades
at Klickitat nass and trence traversing the Yakima valley to thecity
of North Yakima, This road is 'm ertant to the Yakima country because
it affords another outlet for i s products. The v pthern Pacifie
1s bullding a cut off line from Cheney to join the main line again
at North Yakima, making a junction and end of onerating division at
that point,...
Fven more than a year ago, when ‘the city was not more than
half its size, a bill to transfer the nresent *e~ritorial legislative
ca ital from Olymnia to North Yakima lacked but one vote of passage
in the lewer legislative house, In the original plat of the (L1875
grounds were reserved for the state carital and other rublic buildings,
There is nlenty of room fer growth on all sides, The lumber mills a few
miles away and the brick kilns at hand are busily employed in turning
out building materials,--The West Shore, partial¥y reproducfed

in the Yakima Herald, North Yakima, W.T. Thursday May 2, 18R9,



Selah Diteh

The logs fer the fluming ef the Selah ditch are now
in the beom at Yeates' mill and werk is pregressing all along the
line. Forty-two men are emploved and five additional teams ard
men are engaged for next week, Work will
cmmmence Monday on a mile c-ntract at this end which will require

twelve or fifteen additional hands,

Mr, P.V, Meeker ef Puyallun has purchased the interest eof
Messrs Frank and Byren Young in the Selah ditch and has
invested $7,000 in ether Yakima prene ty., It is the intention
of Mr, Meeker te build a residence in Yakima and make tris his

home. .Yakima Herald, May 2, 18R9,



Irrigation:

A local cempany is being erganized for the purpose of taking water
frem the Natcheez te Wide Hollow. Upwards of $7,000 has been subscribed
In stock and the farmers as yet have not been anpreached, The ditch weould
be of immense benefit te the country, and in additden te reclaiming
thousands ef acres of preductive lahd, woeuld de away with the litigation
which has fe; seme time vpast seemed imminent. Fvery property holder

on the bench, in Wide Hollow, and along the Ahtanum, can affod te
subseribe liberally te the enterprise,-Yakima nerald, May 30, 18R9,



Sunnvside

Will Build an Immense Canal--Paul Schulze and J.M, Ashton passed
through this city on Saturday last bound for the Sound. Mr. Ashton
stated that Mr., Schulze was leaded with good news for Yakima and
that among other things wss the building of the big ditch threugh the
Sunnysi e country to the Columbia river., St: Paul and New York
capitalists have taken ho’d of this scheme and will -ush it threugh
te corpletion, This canal will be the largest in the territory, if not
in the northwest and will cost severzl hundred thousand dollars,

It will e of as great advantage to Yakima as the coeming of
another railreoad, as it not only epens up new country, tributary te
this city,but will give emplovment to an army of men and all of the
subs stence will Be drawn from our home merchants and nroduce--

Yakima Herald, June 13, 1880,



Natches

The Vatcheez ditch to water the Cowychie country and all of th
bench lands over to the Wide Hollow is assured, Survevs are now being
made for the purpose ard enough stock has been subscribed te make

success certain--Yakima Herald, June 13, 18Rc]



Irrigation

Much as it 1s to be rerretted there is no denying but what
the crops ef the ".rthwest have suffered very severely during the nast
few weeks from the lack of molstare and the rot dry winds and in some
se~tions have been entirely destroved........

The experience of this year should have one beneficial result
and that is to stimulate the building of nronosed irrigation canals.
Whereever the lands in this section héve been well irrigated, bountiful
crops have been the result and to these irrigated sections is
due the fact that Yakima ~111 not experience the backset which will
fall to other regions, More irrigating canals however are nece-=sary
and especially should the nrojected ones to cover the higher lands
of the Wenas and to carry water from the Natcheez to Wide Hollow be
built as soon as rossible. These canals, withthe extensions nre osed
and underway of those already built, will pra€tically free this
immediate country from danger er draught--Yakima Hera1d, N.rth Yak'ma,

Washington Territory, June 20, 1889,



Selah Diteh

The Pelah Ditch--The laborers on the Selah ditch are within sight
of each other, but have heavy work before them, They are about ninety
men now emnloyed on the works and it is exvected the ditch will be
finished by October., The flumes are a mile behind the graders but with
the heavy work in front, it will take but a few davs for them to catch
uRe The diten comrany has alre~dy sold consider-ble water and had it not
been for tﬁe offices of the corroration the crons of many of the
ranchers of the upner Natcheez would have suffered from a shortage of

water--Yakima Herald, North Yakima, W.T. July L, 18Ro,



Irrigation

Editor Herald--Yakima lies in a region where rain cannot be
depended upon to produce vegetation. Only through effectual and
thorough irrigation can the latent nrorerties of Yakima's soil be
brought forth to rroduce the luxuriant vegetation. It is so situvated
that an abundant and never failing suprly of water could be made
to follow through every street. Surrounded as it is by large rivers,
few pl-ces have its advantages for irrigation.

The soil on v needs water and then one would be surprised at
what can be grown. The slope of the land is good so that water can fluww
quite easily. In a drv country land without water is ueeless and
worth nothing. The bring of water upon such land gives it at
once a market value and makes it available to produce herbhage,

Yakima is in a dry region, without water it will die. Every man
who has property or is interested in property her- and desires to see
it increace in valve should take an active interest in
the subject of irrigation. We need to have more ditches and the
water must be ta%en from the larger streams, as in case of a very dry
season the smaller streams are very liable to faii,

We have .enough land here, which if properly irrigated and cultivated
would produce all that is needed for home consumption and much for
shipment and would prevent all fears of srortage . With plenty of
water we can produce an abundance of good and cheap food instead of
having to depend upon others at a distance to produce it for us,

Be @we want this town to grow? Do we want to s-e it hecome a large
and prosperous city in a few years? Then let us incre: se the number of
our fiitches and bring all the water nossible on the land. I have spet
thirtv years in an irrigated country: have surveyed and taken
‘ontracts for making manv ditches and t'oroughly understand the
subject of irrigation and therefore 'mow what a country

with such soil and oprortunities for irrigation as this can become.
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Tietan
H.L. Meall , the repre=entative of Philadelnhia canitalists
who has been in Yakima for a c-uple of weeks nast has taken a
party of six to the Tietan for the nurnoses of looking inte
the feasibility of = big irrigating canal from the source to cover the
vast bodies of bench land l¥ing to the east and south. Vr, Neal bas been
doing similar work in Co orado whichhas proven of greatbenefit to
the coufitry and of profitable revenue to the builders and
he is of the orinion that the o0%dé8d outlook in Yakima will give
better results tran the Colorado ventures,
Engineer Fall who isthoroughlv versed on the suhiect of

irrigstion is with thenarty,Yakima Herald, July 18, 18f9,



Growth

Irrigagehion

North Yakima ha- been making splendid progre<s of late. As many
as 200 bulldings will be erected there this summer. A7l the towns of
Eastern Washington are seemingly prosperous and the erection of cheap
homes enables newcomers to locate,

It 1s thought that irrigation will be nece-sary to s~cure good
coops on the broad sage nlains aréund Yakima, and it may be so,
but water can be brought'from the river , and hundreds of t*ousands
of acres can be made ~vailable, if necessary,
When the ground is well plowed, and stirred deep ennusgh to do any good,

the grass and sage brush well rotted, they will be surprised to

find out what it will do without irrigation.-~--Portland Oregonian,
July , 1889,
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Irrigation

Builders of Irrigating Canals--A number of hesvy capitalists
from Helena, Cricago, St Touis and St Joe were in the city Wednesday
looking up irrigation projects., These same narties have 170 miles
of canals in Vontana and have long had their eves on the Vakima
countrv, In fact their engineers have been here three different times
during the past year coliecting da&ta. They are well nleased with
Yakima and intimated that there was a prospect of their hecomhrg

largely interested here--Yakima Heravd, August 2, 1R89,



Y2075

Irrigation

Senators Stewart, fegan and Jones and Messrs Fugene D-vis,
R.J. Hinson, Dr. Himes, Bnswell and Major "owell of the senatorial
committee on irrigattonn arrived at North Yakima WMonday evening. The
next morning thev ‘nspected the system of irfigation fo’lowed bv the Moxeen
comnany and then attended the mid-day meeting of the Chamber of Commerce
where it was generally discussed.,
Special information was gathered regarding the nossibilities
of government storage of water at "Priest's rapids and at the head
of the Tietan and the request was madé by the senators that further
information be gathered and forwarded to trem to be embodied in their
rerort as they were greatly interested in what they rad seen in Yakima,
Majnr Fowell , of the gellogical survev, expressed himself as of the
opinion that at no point in the United ~tates had it been Better
demonstrated that irrigation is an imrortant factnr in the dense
prpulation of the west, than here in Borth Yakima, Senator Stewart
said he rad viewed the Yakima cou try with much in terest as he had an
ornortunity to see oreration of an irrigation system similar to that which
he is familiar with in “evada,.
He said that at no nlace on his entire trip had he found such
a wonderful exposition of the benefits of irrigation as here at
North Yakima, and he be ieved that the theory of Maior Powell
was better exemplified her  where he saw a town-situated in a grove
of irrigated trees surnorted by an irrigated courtry, than anywhere else--

Yakima Herald, ™_rth Yakima, W.T.,August 15, 1RRaq,



Ahtanum Irrigation

On Thursday last Judge W.H, Calkins in his chambers heard arguments in-
the Ahtanum water case of Samnson vs Harry Roberts et. al, and granted
a tem orary injunction restraining the defendants from taking more

and
than one-third of the water from wasting the same -Yakima Herald,

August 29, 1889,



Irrigation

J.D. McIntyre, the chief engineer of the most extensive system
of irrigation canals in the northwest, arrived in the city on WVonday
last and at once nplaced Ewo full corps of engineers in the field to
run lines. The comra.y which will prosecute the work was org=nized
in Avgust and corsists of a number of members of the board of directors
of the ",rthern Pacific railroad, Chos, A Gregory, WilliamJ. Brvson and
G.A. Young of Chicago and Vhltef N. Granger, J.D. McTntyre and Albert
Kleinschmidt of Helena.

They haV'enéered into a contract and rurchased over a million ~cres
of NTRR la%d in Washington and Wontana and have nlaced several parties
of engineers in the field tolay out the lines of the canals ready
for construction. The plans were originated by Chief Engine-~r J.D.
MecIntyre, irrigation engineer of Wontana, who is also crief engineer
of the present com any. |

The most rctive field of operation at nresent will be Yakima in
Washington territory and between the West Gallatin and Madison
rivers in "ortana, In ezcéh of the e localities the comnany bas bought
all the railroad land for a radius of manv miales and will build at once
a hundred miles of canals in e ch rlace,
It is understood that the water and land both will be thrown open
to rurchase by settlers at low prices as soonas the canals are built,
In the Yakima countrv it is proposed to irrigate all of the
lands from the Yakiﬁa river at Warth Yakima to the C.lumbia and
Engineer Mc ntyre says that employment will be given to hundreds
of men and teams, In addition to the work on the east and north sides
of the Yakima it is vrovosed to build a canal from the readwaters of
the Natcheez to cover the vast stretch of bench lands to the west of
North Yakima,
The proprietors of this gre:

't enterprise thoroughlv understand the

situation ang needs

of i
. this country ang "ngineer MeIntyre and



Irrigation

Previous to lesving for Vontana tob e absent for about 10 davs
Crief Engineer J.D. McIntyre to'’d a Herald rerorter that after running
over the six ditch lines alreadv surveved, including the Sunnyside
line, he had abandoned t*em all and decided upon a new line which
was far more practicable, would cost $200,000 less money and would wat er
a much larger area of country.

The canals as rojected by Mr. "eIntvre would cost in the

neighborhood of a mil ion dollars and would redeem
500,000 ncres of arid land., While the "erald is not at liberty to
give the lines to be traversed, we can say it will oven up
an immense body of country directly tributary to North Yakima. “he
main canal will be over a bundrdd m'les in length and will extend to the

Columbia river--Yakima “erald, North Yakima, W.T. Sept. 10, 1889,



Irrigation

Nelson Rich has secured the contrsct to build a ten mile ditch
in Ezastern Yakina, to extend from "The Horn" to the “olumbia. Jnseph
Baxter, F.C. Sharkey, Nelson Rich and H.J. Snively are the nrojectors
of the enterprise, The line of the diteh has been surveyed -nd cross-
sectioned and ‘~ctive work was commenced by contractor WMonday on the
fluming and rock cuts. The 4diteh will have a width of twelve feet on

he bottom and the estimated cost is $20,000~-Yakima Herald, Oct,

26, 1889,



Yakima Herald November 2, 1889 Irrigation

Lhe selahn BDitch.-the stockholders of the Selah Valley Ditch company
will hold their annual meeting for the election of oficers in this
city, Mpnday, ﬁebruary 5. Eight of the sixteen miles of the main ditch have al
already been constructed at a cost of $19,000 and it is expected to have
the balance finished about the middle of the coming summer, The whole cost of
the main ditch and the laterals will be about $60,000. The timber for the
Tluming is being taken from the Tieton and there are now about 300,000
feet of l@@godﬂﬂd logs cut and waiting the high water of
the spring to be floated down to Yeates' mill.



ITrrigation

"Selab Ditch

"e-srs, Fechter and Law have -purChased the trird interest of
Frenk and Byron Young in the Selah Valley Ditch Co., the consideration
being #20,000, Wr, Fechter informs the Herald that the work
will be pushed to comnletion and that by spring water will cover
15,000 scres of which the comnany owns 8,000 qcres; Yakima

“erald, December 10, 18Ro,





